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TO THE 


MADAM, 
HE following work was com- 
> poſed with a view to aſſiſt 
young minds in the acquiſition of 
RELIG10Us KNOWLEDGE, by re- 
moving the difficulties - which pre- 
vent their obtaining an early ac- 
quaintance with the HoLY SCRIP= 
'TUREs. I preſume to hope, that my 
deſign will excuſe me, both to Your 
MAJESTY and the world for the bold- 
neſs of the undertaking, and the 
defects in the performance of it. 
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DEDICATION. 


The publick will not wonder, that- 
I ſhould be particularly ſolicitous to 
obtain the honour of YouR ROYAL 
PATRONAGE, as YOUR MAJESTY is 
ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed for the 
practice of VIRTUES which are no 
where perfectly taught but in the 
” SACRED VOLUME. 


* 


It is the peculiar felicity of this 
nation, that every mother may look 
up to the THRONE for a pattern of 
the truly maternal character, and 
behold Your MaJjzsTY inſtructing | 
Your RoYAL PROGENY in the diſ- 
charge of thoſe duties which. lead to 
IMMORTAL HAPPINESS. 


May the influence of Your inuſtri- 
ous example be univerſally extended! 
may Your MEST long continue 

| to 


DEDICATION, 


to bleſs this land, and ſoften the 
cares of ROYALTY to the beſt of 
SOVEREIGNS! And when you ſhall 
obtain an incorruptible crown, may 
it be remembered by poſterity, that 
Your MAJESTY added luſtre to an 
earthly one, by adorning your mind 
with the graces of Chriſtianity, and 
diffuſing happineſs to all around 
vou! | 
I am, 
MADAM, 
With all humility and gratitude, 
Your MAJESTY'S 
Moſt dutiful, 
And moſt devoted 


BrenTFORD, Subject od Serving; F 


January 1, 1782. 
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AM very ſenſible, that a work of 

this nature, attempted by a female 
pen, ſtands in great need of an apology ; 
but, as the beſt writers allow, that it is 
properly the woman's province to inſti] 
the firſt principles of religion, I hope 
I ſhall not be thought too preſumptuous, 
in offering my feeble efforts towards 
facilitating the ſtudy of the Scrx1yTURES 
in Schools and Fam1r1ts, as a likely 
means to prevent, in ſome degree, the 
prevalence of InNF1pELITY. 


Cuſtom now authorizes mothers, 
to acquire ſuch a degree of literary _ 
knowledge, as may enable them gra- 
dually to unfold the bud of reaſon, and 
prepare the tender mind for future im- 
provement: and thoſe parents who chuſe 
| A 4 to. 
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to educate their own children, may meet 
with a variety of books to aſſiſt them in 
the pleaſing taſk ; there are alſo many ſe- 
minaries of inſtruction conducted by per- 
ſons of real learning and genuine piety ; 


is it not therefore matter of aſtoniſh- 


ment, as well as concern, that (whilſt 


every branch of human learning is culti- 


vated with care) our youth, too gene- 

rally, are ſuffered to remain ignorant of 
the fundamental principles of CuRIST I- 
ANITY, and almoſt totally unacquainted 

with the true intent and ſcope of the no 

WrITiNGs? 


This is a growing evil, which calls for 
the moſt ſerious attention; and as every 


hint may be uſeful, I would earneſtly 


recommend to my own ſex to diſcharge 
their duty, to ſeize the earlieſt opportu- 
nity of impreſſing the yet unprejudiced 


and innocent mind with religious ſenti- 
ments, in order to ſecure the preſent and 


future happineſs of their children. 
6 If 
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If mothers neglect to perform thoſe 
offices of maternal love, to which they 
are, in a manner, impelled by nature 
and humanity, how can they expect it 
to be done by ſtrangers? who having 
many to inſtruct in various branches of 
knowledge, cannot poſſibly attend to the 
entire forming of every mind; though 
they may greatly aſſiſt their young pupils 
in this important particular, when they 
have been previouſly taught, that RxLI- 
GION is a matter of the greateſt import - 
ance, and that the BIxI E which contains 
the principles of it, is worthy of their 
moſt ſerious peruſal. 


The objections that have been made 
by ſome of our beſt authors & to the u- 
diſcriminate uſe of the Scr1yTUuREs, have 
great weight, for numberleſs paſſages, 
both in the Ot and New Teftament, 
abound with incidents and doctrines 
much beyond the comprehenſion of 


Mr. Locke and Dr. Watts in their eulliois.- 


Education. 
young 


eee 


ung perſons; and there is reaſon to 
apprehend, that if the words of ſcripture 
become familiar to their ear, without hav- 
ing proper ideas annexed to them, they 
will not afterwards be ſufficiently affected 
with that beautiful ſimplicity of language, 
and ſublimity of ſentiment, which ſo 
peculiarly diſtinguiſh the sAcRED Vo- 
LUME as the work of in/þired writers ; 
but, on the other hand, in this age, 
when it muſt be acknowledged, there is 
too great an indifference for Rx11610x, 
it is particularly neceſſary, to point out 
the ſtrait path of duty ; and how can 
this be ſo effectually done, as by having 
recourſe to the word of Gop ? 


It is impoſſible to compoſe any abridge- 
ment of the SCRIPTURE, that can recom=- . 
penſe the loſs of that delightful entertain- 
ment which the hb:/torical parts of it, in the 
very words of the ſacred writers, afford 
to young minds; but even in thoſe, they 
have great nced of a guide, as difficulties. 
ſo frequently occur: in order to remove 

ſome 
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ſome of them, I was induced to attempt 
the following work; which conſiſts of 
extracts from the. noLY SCRIPTURES, 
divided into diſtinct ſections, with ex- 
planatory notes and practical reflections; 
intended to diſplay in ſome degree, the 
great plan of Divine PROVIDENCE in the 
redemption of mankind, and to point out 
the influence which the examples contained 
in noLy WRIT ought to have on our con- 
duct. I propoſe to confine myſelf prin- 
cipally to the hiforical books, introducing 
_ occaſionally, ſome of thoſe prophecies 
that were remarkably fulfilled ; and ſhall 
endeavour to illuſtrate the principal 
truths of divine revelation, agreeably to 
the opinions of the moſt efabliſhed writers, 
without producing their critical argu- 
ments; for it muſt be remembered, that 
I write principally for thoſe who are not 
yet - capable of underſtanding ſuperior 
compoſitions ; and mean not to. invade 
the province of the learned, who are 


h Ore for the examination of the ab- 


ſtruſe 


PREFACE | 
ſtruſe and mat Parte of SCRIP- 
| TURE. / 


4 beg leave to obſerve, that it ſeems to 
me highly neceſſary, that a book pro- 
feſſedly publiſhed for ſcheolt, ſhould con- 
tain nothing contrary to the doctrines of 
the national religion; and freely own, 
that I have not courage to truſt myſelf - 
far in the labyrinth of ſpeculation ; 
thinking it ſafeſt to reſt contented with 
the reſult of thoſe enquiries that appear to 
have been cautiouſly and conſcientiouſly - 
purſued by perſons of the firſt abilities ; 
eſpecially, as upon a careful attention 
to the Scriptures, I have hitherto diſ- 
covered nothing in the ſentiments of 
thoſe authors, repugnant to that degree 
of reaſon which Gop has given me. | 


—_ 


It was my original intention, to have 
made references only, to thoſe parts which 
appear to me proper to be read by young 
perſons; and to have compoſed a ſet of 

- annotations, by way of companian to the 
| BiBLE 
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B1BLE; but whoever will take the trouble 
of inſpecting the table of conrents prefixed 
to this volume, may diſcover, that this 

ſcheme was impracticahle; and it will be 
more ſo in the ſucceeding volumes, in 
which I ſhall attempt to arrange the 
hiſtory by the marginal dates. 701 


Experience has convinced me, that the 
type of ſmall Bibles is uſually very diſ- 
pleaſing to young readers, which in- 
duced me to print this work in a large 
one, by this means it will become more 
voluminous than I forefaw ; but I flatter 
myſelf, this circumſtance will not pre- 
vent its being read; and that a peruſal 
of it by thoſe who are engaged in the 
education of children, will prove its 
utility; and, that whilſt I am actuated 
by a ſincere defire to be ſerviceable to the 
riſing generation in their moſt important 
concern, I ſhall at leaſt eſcape cenſure 
for what I know not how to avoid. 


In 
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In a former work, I introduced my- 
ſelf to the world as a mother inſtructing 
her own children; and having had the 
ſatisfaction to hear that it was agreeable 
to my young readers, have endeavoured 
to keep up the ſame idea in my preſent 
performance; in hopes, that thoſe to 
whom theſe leſſons are adapted will ap- 
propriate them, and fancy that they are 
parties concerned. Happy ſhall I be, if 
it is found to anſwer the purpoſe for 
which it was compoſed, of exciting a 
defire to obtain a more perfect acquaint- 
- ance with the word of Gop! RELIGION 
is the beſt gift that was ever beſtowed 
on the human race, let us, therefore, 
impart it to our children! for © #t is 
« more precious than rubies, and all the 
« things that can be defired, are not to be 
© compared with it.” 
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INTRODUCTION. 


AM anxiouſly ſolicitous, my dear child! 
that you ſhould entertain juſt notions of 
Aluichry God and the truths of his holy 
religion; therefore propoſe to carry you 
gradually through his holy word contained 
in the old and new teſtament ; I hope you 


will not be tired of a ſubje& ſo important, 


nay I. perſuade myſelf, you will purſue ſuch 
an intereſting ſtudy with ardour and delight. 


When you formerly attempted to read 


the ſacred volume, you met with many dif- 
ficulties ; I ſhall for the preſent, ſele& thoſe 
parts of it which will be *. eaſily com- 
prehended ; but muſt previouſly inſtruct you 
in ſomething relative to the /DziTY, that 


requires your particular ate. 
I have, I hope, convinced you that chere 


really is a Gor, and I have told you that 


he 1s of a ſpiritual nature, not compoſed of 
bodily parts as we are “. In the ScxryTuREs, 
Vol. I. B which 

* See An Introduction to the Knowledge of Nature, 
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which contain all that we know concerning 
the DIVINE ESSENCE, you will read, that 
« Gop is inviſible; that no man hath ſeen 
Gop at any time;“ yet in other places it is 
ſaid, that Gop appeared and ſpake: now 
to reconcile theſe ſeeming contradictions, 
and to. give you the juſteſt conception in my 
power of this ſublime ſubject, I will inform 
you how I think we may underſtand theſe 
different expreſſions; and my opinion is 
formed by reading the ſcriptures, and the 
works of learned and good men, who have 
made them their particular ſtudy, 

I believe then, that there is one ALMIGH- 


TY Brix, who never had a beginning, and 


never will haye an end (which 1s the mean- 


Ing of the expreſſion exiſting from all eter- 


nity) ; of ſo perfect a nature, that it is impoſ- 
ſible he ſhould ever do evil; ſo ſuperlatively 
good, wiſe, juſt, and powerful, that he never 
errs in the ſmalleſt inſtance ; all that he does 
is right: He created and ſuſtains all things, 
therefore he is the Supreme Governor of the 
univerſe: Hz extends his bounty to all the 
works which he has made, for which reaſon 
Hz has an undoubted right to expect, that 


every creature who has ſenſe enough to know 
5 that 
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ng that there is a Gop, ſhould pay him the 
at tribute of praiſe and-thankſgiving, and pe- 


en tition him for a continuation of his goodneſs 
is to them. He is at all times in all Prey 
W the ſame for ever and for ever. 

$, To ſuppoſe that a BzinG who is every 
y where, could become entirely viſible to ſuch 
n poor imperfect creatures as we are, and be 
ſe limited even for a moment of time to a 
18 particular place, would be abſurd to the 
e higheſt degree. To ſee him as he is, cer- 
e tainly muſt be impoſſible to mortal eyes; 


and we ſhould be very blameable to form 
to ourſelves an idea of Gop, as poſſeſſing 
head, hands, feet, &c. or reſembling any 
thing that we can perceive or imagine. But 
as he created all things, he doubtleſs has the 
power of maniteſting HIMSELF to his crea- 
tures in ſuch a proportion as they are able to 
bear; and, knowing that our natures cannot 
behold a ſpiritual ſubſtance, whenever he 
vouchſafed to aſſure mankind in the early 
ages of the world, that they were under the 
obſervation of their MAKER; or choſe to 
give them laws or inſtitutions, he always 
manifeſted HiMSELF to them by ſome ap- 
pearance very different from the common 
B 2 courſe 
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courſe of nature, frequently accompanied 
with a voice, or ſome awful ſound, in order 
to make an impreſſion by means of their 


ſenſes; that is to ſay, their ſight and hear- 


ing, which are the uſual inſtruments by 
which knowledge is conveyed to the under- 
ſtanding. So that we may truly ſay, that 
Gob ſpake and appeared. Mankind had as 
it were a glimpſe of the Drrry, though 
ſtill we muſt be obliged to confeſs, that in 
reſpe& to his infinite perfection and tran- 
ſcendant majeſty, he is inviſible to mortal 
ſight. 

- Human W1spom at its moſt exalted height 
is very ſhort-fighted; and though it has 


. pleaſed our gracious Benefactor to endow 


us with the gift of xEASsON, which enables 
us to know as much of the works of Provi- 


_ dence as is neceſſary for us during our abode 


on earth, we muſt be ſenſible, that much the 
greateſt part remains unſeen. Of the viſi- 
ble creation, things which we behold daily, 
little is known beſides their exiſtence and 
uſes. That glorious luminary the Sun, 
whoſe brighteſt beams when compared with 


the glory of Gop, are-fainter than the laſt 


dim ſpark of an expiring taper, is, in reſpect 
| to 
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te its real ſplendour, inviſible to us 3 for 
doubtleſs it would have a very different ap- 
pearance, could we examine it near. Of 
our own bodies we can view only the out- 
ward ſurface ; nay even the humbleſt plant 
in the extenſive circle of vegetation, will 
evade the utmoſt exertion of human wiſdom . 
to diſcover its real ſubſtance, or to ſhew the 
proceſs of nature, by which it grows from 
an almoſt imperceptible ſeed,” to a plant 
bearing a ſtalk and leaves, with a variety 
of minute parts of aſtoniſhing conſtruction: 
yet we ſhould wonder to be told, that we 
do not ſee what is before our eyes. Gon 
who created all things, reveals or hides the 
properties of them according to the faculties 
or neceſſities of our nature; and ſurely, he 
has equal power to make His PRESENCE evi- 
dent to our ſenſes, if the purpoſes of his 
Providence require ſuch a reyelation ; and 
therefore has no occaſion to delegate any 
created being to perſonate him, or aſſume 
his holy name. 

When we go to heaven, we have reaſon 
to hope that we ſhall have a more compleat 
viſion of Gop, which many glorified ſpirits 
row enjoy; but can never Know His SUB- 
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STANCE, for the higheſt of the angels are 
ſaid to veil their faces, unable to behold 
the glory of the Supreme Being, though 
clouds ſurround his throne. Thouſands of 
ages may be paſſed in ſtudying and contem- 
plating the perfections of the Al MTH; 
our wonder, love, and gratitude, will find 
employment to all eternity; for his goodneſs, 
wiſdom, power, juſtice, mercy, and truth, 
are everlaſting ! 

I hope, my dear child, you are now diſ- 
poſed to read the ſcriptures with deyout 
attention, and I pray God t to make them 
efficacious to you, 


'SEC- 


ien 


OF THE CREATION 


N the beginning Gop created the hea- 
ven and the earth. 

And the earth was without form and void, 

and darkneſs was upon the face of the deep : 

and the Spirit of GOD moved upon the face 

of the waters. 


And Gop ſaid, let there be light, 1 there 
was light. And Gop ſaw the light that it 
was good: and Gop divided the light from 
the darkneſs. | 

And Gop called the light day, and the 
darkneſs he called night; and the evening; 
and the morning were the firſt day, 

And God faid, let there be a firmament in 
the midſt of the waters, and let it divide 
the waters from the waters, 

And Gop made the firmament, and di- 


vided the waters which were under the fir- 
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mament from the waters which were above 
the Srmament, and it was ſo. | 
| And Go called the. firmament heaven ; 
i and the evening and the morning were the 
ll ſecond day. 
5 | And Go ſaid, let the waters under the 
| heaven be gathered together unto one place, 
and let the dry land appear: and it was ſo. 
And, Gon called the dry land earth, and 
the gathering together of the waters called he 
1 ſeas: and Gop ſaw that it was good. 
R And Gov ſaid, let the earth bring forth 
| . graſs, the herb yielding ſeed after his kind, 
and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, 
whoſe iced is in 1: ſelf upon the earth: a it 
was ſo. 
And the earth brought forth craſs and 
herb yielding ſeed after his kind, and the 
fruit-tree yielding fruit, whoſe ſeed was in 
itſelf, after his kind: and Gop ſaw that it 
Was good. Þ 
And the evening and the pains 
the third day. | 
And Gob ſaid, let there be lights in * 
firmament of the heaven, to divide the day 
from the night; and let them be for ſigns, 
and for * and for days, and years. 
And, 


e 
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And let them be for lights in the firma- 
ment of the heaven, to give light upon the 
earth: and it was ſo. 

And Gop made two great lights; hs 
greater light to rule the day, the leſſer light 
to rule the night: he made the ſtars alſo; 

And Gon {ct them in the firmament f 
the heaven, to give light upon the earth: 

And to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to divide the light from the dar- 
neſs: and Gop ſaw that it was good. | 

And the evening and the' DI were 
the fourth day. 

And Go. ſaid, let the waters bring fooths 
abundantly the moving creature that hath 
life, and fowl! that may fly above the earth 
in the open firmament of heaven, 

And Gop created great whales, and every 
Hving creature that moveth, which the 
waters brought forth abundantly after ther 
kind, and every winged fowt after his Kind: 
and Gop ſaw that it was good. 

And Gov bleſſed them, ſaying, be fruſt- 
ful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the 
ſeas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. 

And the evening and the BARE were: 


the fifth day, 
| | Bs And 


4 THE CREATION. 


And Go ſaid, let the earth bring forth 
the living creature after his kind; cattle 
and creeping thing, and beaſt of the! * 
after his kind: and it was ſo. | 
ll And Gop made the beaſt of the earth 
after his kind, and cattle after their kind, 
and every thing that creepeth upon the 
earth after his kind: and Gop ſaw, that it 
| was good, 


. Theſe are the generations of the heavens 
and of the earth, when they were created, in 
the day that the Loxp Go made the _ 
| and the heavens. 
| And every plant of the field before] it was 
| in the earth, and every herb of the field 
| before it grew; for the LoxD Gop had not 
| cauſed it to rain upon the earth, and there 
was not a man to till the ground. 
But there went up a miſt from the earth, 
and watered the whole face of the ground. 
And Go ſaid, let us make man in our 
image, after our likeneſs: and let them 
have dominion over the fiſh of the ſea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the earth, and over every thing 
that creepeth upon the earth. 
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And the Loxr Gor formed man out of 
the duſt of the ground, and breathed into 
his noſtrils the breath of life; and man _ 
came a living ſoul. 

And the Lorp Gop planted a 3 
eaſtward in Eden; and there he put the man 
whom he had formed. | 

And out of the ground made the Las 
Gop to grow every tree that is pleaſant to 


the ſight, and good for food: the tree of 
life alſo in the midſt of the garden, and the 


tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
And the Lox p Gop took the man, ond 


put him into the garden of Eden, to dreſs 


it, and to keep it. | 1 
And the Loxp Gop ſaid, it is not good 


for man to be alone: I will make him an. 


help meet fur him. 5 


And the Log D Gop wenig unto 4 
every beaſt of the field, and every fowl of the 
air, to fee what he would call them: and 
whatſoever Adam called every living crea- 


ture, that was the name thereof. 

And Adam gave names to all cattle, _ 
to the fowl of the air, and to every beaſt of 
the field: but for Adam there was not found 
an help meet for him. 7 
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* And the Lonp Gon cauſed a deep ſleep 
to fall upon Adam, and he flept; and: he- 
took one of his ribs, and cloſed up the fleſh 
inſtead thereof. 

And the rib which the Loxpd Gop had 
taken from man, made he a woman, and 
brought her unto the man. | 

And Adam faid, this is now bone of my 
bone, and fleſh of my fleſh : ſhe ſhall be called 
woman, becauſe ſhe was taken out of man. 

So Gop created man in his own image, 
in the image of Gop created he him : male 
and female, created he them. 

And Gop bleſſed them, and ſaid, be 
fruitful, and multiply, and repleniſh the 
earth, and ſubdue it: and have dominion 
over the fiſh of the ſea, and over the fowl 
of the air, and over every living thing that 


moveth upon the earth. 


And Gor faid, behold, I have given you 


every herb bearing ſeed, which is upon the 


face of all the earth, and every tree, in the 
which is the fruit of a tree yielding ſeed: to 
you it ſhall be for meat. 

And the LoRx D Gop commanded the man, 
ſaying, of every tree of the garden thou 


But 
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But of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, thou ſhalt not eat of it: for in the 
day that thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſure- 
ly die. 

And to every beaſt of the earth, and to 

every fowl of the air, and to every thing 
that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there 
is life, I have given every green herb 80 
meat: and it was ſo. 
And Gov ſaw every thing that he had 
made, and behold it was very good: and 
the evening and the morning were the ham 
day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were 
finiſhed, and all the hoſt of them. 

And on the ſeventh day Gop ended his 
work which he had made: and he reſted on 
the ſeventh day from all his work that he 
had made. 

And Gop bleſſed the ſeventh day, and 
ſanctified it; becauſe, that in it he reſted 
from all his work which Gop created and 
made. wy. 
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"ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS,” 


Though what you have juſt now read, my dear, - is 
comprized /in, a very . ſmall compaſs, it contains a 
moſt wonderful and intereſting hiſtory of the original 
of the world, and every thing in it; which the wiſeſt 
of the human race never could have diſcovered; had 
not the ALmrcnry been graciouſly pleaſed to reveal it. 
I wiſh J had abilities to inſpire you with proper ſen- 
timents cöncerning it, but hope to perſuade you to 
accuſtom yourſelf to remember your Creator in the 
* days of your ns. and his bleſſing will always 
attend you. 
In the firſt place, you may diſcover from this leſſon, 
the Powax and Wispom of Gop,; which exceed our 
utmoſt comprehenſion fully to underſtand. - Only reflect, 
what pains it coſts us to make the moſt trifling thing : 
a needle or a pin, for inſtance, muſt go through the 
hands of many different workmen, tho” the earth ſup- 
plies the minerals of which they are compoſed : whereas, 
the ALMicnrx formed the world; with all the won- 
ders it contains, in ſix days; out of nothing, by the 
word of his power; and could as eaſily have done it in 
an inſtant, but that, for reaſons known only to his 
Infinite wiſdom, he choſe to employ ſo much time in 
it; perhaps to give man an example of induſtry. 
The GoopxESss of Gop was equally diſplayed, for 
there was not a ſingle part of the creation, but was 
properly furniſhed with the means of ſubſiſtence; when 
you are older, you will have great pleaſure in conſider- 
ing the account of the fix days work more particularly; 
- and I ſhall put into your hands ſome excellent books, 
written by authors who had abilities to conſider and 
exemplity 
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exemplify. the attributes of the DIT, which were 
diſplayed in this amazing act, more fully than I am 
capable of doing but will juſt obſerve to you, what con- 
fuſion there would have been, even after all things were 
formed, if they had been thrown promiſcuouſly about, 
and Gop had left them to chance for the future ; 
inſtead of making every plant and tree grow in that 
particular ſoil which ſuited its nature beſt, and produce 
fruits and ſeeds that. furniſhed à ſucceſſion, and ſo con- 
tributed to preſexye man, and other living creatures, 
who muſt have periſhed for want of food. Had the 
fowls been caſt into the waters, and the fiſhes into the 
air, what would have been the conſequence? Without 
the ſun and moon nothing could have been viſible, and 
the beauties of nature had been for ever .unſeen ; in 
ſhort, the inſtances of God's wiſdom and goodneſs are 
innumerable ; but I wiſh, my dear, to make you more 
particularly attentive to the diſplay of them in the 
formation of mankind Were I to tell you what num- 
bers of bones, muſcles, ſinews, veins, and arteries, 
theſe bodies of ours contain; how exactly they qe 


calculated to anſwer every purpoſe of life; that than 


are ſome veſſels ſo minutely ſmall, that they are ſcarcely" 
diſcernible, you would be quite aſtoniſhed? You may 
obſerve, what great uſe the eyes, ears, noſe, - mouth, 
hands, and feet, are of ; and I need-not point out to 
you, the inconveniencies we ſhould be put to without 
them : think too, of the noble faculty of ſpeech ! by 
which we are enabled to make our thoughts known to 
each other, and expreſs our various wants : but, above 
all, conſider that beſt of gifts, a reaſonable ſoul, which 
raiſes us above every other part of the viſible creation. 
Theſe 
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Theſe advantages the whole race of mankind enjoy: 

but the firſt Man and woman you find, had ſtill great- 

er privileges; for after the ALur1G6nmy had thus com- 
pletely formed man, and made every thing neceſſary 
for his uſe, he appointed him a moſt delightful abode, 
with free leave to enjoy the bleſſings that ſurrounded 
him; and to eat even of the fruit of the TEE or Lies, 
which is ſuppoſed to have been formed by the Ar- 
MIGHTY, with a property of preſerving the body in 
conſtant health, free from pains, diſeaſes, and — 
and therefore not ſubject to death. 

Had man been placed in a deſart after his creation, 
what. would have been his fate ? and even in the garden 
of bliſs, how ſolitary and uncomfortable would his days 
r 
Gon created. the woman. 

Von read, that man was made in : thiiinage of Gov $ 
this reſemblance lay in the foul, for you know that 
Gon is a Spirit, and has. not bodily parts as we have: 
the foul is of a ſpiritual nature, and that of man, before 
it became defiled by ſin, was free from every vice, full 
of benevolence, knowledge, truth; exempt from all 
turbulent paſſions, rejoicing in conſcious virtue, capable 
of a conſtant progreſs towards perfection, and bearing 
a faint reſemblance to the DRIT Y. It is this inward 
principle which particularly diſtinguiſhes us from the 
creatures below us, by the power it poſſeſſes of thinking 
and reflecting. The ſou! is in' its nature, immortal, 

and. can only be deſtroyed by the great AuTror of it, 
to whom all things are poſlible ; but as the body is 
made of earth, ard of a periſhable ſubſtance, the ſoul 
W 
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DEATH, Which happens many ways, but is nee at- 
tended with moſt painful agonies. 

* | When man betame conſcious of his exiſtence and na- 
ture; when he beheld the beautiful objects that ſurround 

ed him, and received from his ALNMIOHTT CREATOR 
dominion over them; it is natural to ſuppoſe, that he 
would immediately lift up his voice in thankful acknow- 
ledgments of the divine goodneſs ; and when. reflection 4 
taught him, that he was not able to produce” the leaſt - 
thing for his on uſe, and that therefore he was entirely 
dependent on God, he would addreſs him with ardent 
prayers for the continuation of his protection. Even in 
our depraved nature, there remains the ſeeds: of grati- 
tude, which excite us to wiſh to return the obligations 
we receive; from whence we may judge, that Adam was 
defirous of performing ſome action, by which he might 
ſerve Gon, who had beſtowed ſuch innumerable bene- 
fits on him. This he could not do, becauſe GOD was 
ſo infinitely great and happy; but it pleaſed the Al- 
MIGHTY to give him a law, by keeping of which he 
might at leaſt teſtify his willingneſs to ſerve him; ane 
as he certainly muſt be wicked and ungrateful in the 
higheſt degree, if he did not obſerve it, Gon threatened 
him with death if he diſobeyed it. This is called Gon's 
firſt Covenant or agreement with MAN, and would have 
been continued to his poſterity, but Adam forfeited it. 

If Gop had not formed man capable of doing good 
or evil according to his own choice, he never could 
have improved his mind, or claimed a title to a happier 
condition; and it appears clear from ſcripture, that this 
WORLD was always intended by the ALMIGHTY as & 
Fate of trial: if man had continued innocent, HBAVEN 
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would have been his reward, without his ſuffering the 
pangs of deatn. 

'On/the-evening of the. fixth day Gos finiſhed his 
wk; that is, left off creating ; not from wearineſs, 
for that can never happen to the Al ui] ñ he reſted 
on the ſeventh day to take pleaſure in his creatures, 
and ſet us an example to enforce obedience to his com- 
mand of keeping the ſabbath - day holy; which it is our 
duty to do, by employing ourſelves in admiring and 
adoring our GREAT CREATOR, rendering him our un- 
feigned thanks for the mercies of the week paſt, and 

| offering up prayers for a continuance of them. 

This is certainly a reaſonable ſervice ; for can the 
ſeventh part of our time be thought too much to devote 
to that BounTIyUL BEIN, to whom we are indebted 
for our lives and all that we poſſeſs? I would have you 
particularly obſerve, that man was never formed for 
idleneſs ; for when the ALmicarTy conducted him to 
Eden, where every thing was collected together, that 
could afford him either pleaſure or convenience, he 
commanded him to dreſs it and to keep it, and not to 
live a life of luxurious eaſe; | I will venture to ſay, that 

| induſtry was conducive to the happineſs of the firſt pair 
in their moſt perfect ſtate; and am very ſure, that no 
idle perſon in the preſent condition of human life, cam 
enjoy any tolerable degree of comfort. 

Aba and Ev were not clothed as we are obliged te to 
be, to preſerve us from the inclemencies of the weather: 
it is ſuppoſed, that during their ſtate of happineſs, 
the earth was not ſubje& to diſagreeable viciſſitudes of 
ſeaſons, and therefore they ſtood in no need of raiment. 


ſnd was the moſt beautiful robe in which they 
could 
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eould appear before their Max ER: remember this, my 
dear! and never be proud of ſine cloaths, for they are 
enly the ſad marks of glory loſt,” and ſerve to how 
the infirmities of our nature. 

Remember alſo, that as Gop is your Creator, and 
the Author of all the good things you enjoy, you ought 
to be ever thankful for his benefits,. and ſtudious to 
pleaſe him; which can only be done by earneſt endea· 
yours to keep his commandments, ) 


» 
w 
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SECT. I. 
OF THE FALL OF MAN. 


OW the ſerpent was more ſubtle than 
any beaſt of the field which the Lozp 
Gob had made: and he ſaid unto the wo- 
man, Yea, hath Gop ſaid ye ſhall not eat 
of every tree in the garden? 

And the woman ſaid unto the ſerpent, 
we may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden, 

But of the fruit of the tree which is in 
the midſt of the garden, Gop hath ſaid, ye 
ſhall not eat of it, neither ſhall ye touch it, 
leaſt ye die. | 

And the ſerpent faid unto the woman, bs 

ſhall not ſurely die. 
For Gop doth know, that in the day ye 
eat thereof, then your eyes ſhall be opened: 
and ye ſhall be as S knowing ww and 
evil. 

And when the woman * that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was pleaſant 
to the gyes, and a tree to be deſired to make 
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one wiſe, ſhe took of the fruit thereof and 
did eat, and gave alſo to her huſband with 
her, and he did eat : 

And the eyes of them both were AR 
and they knew that they were naked: and 
they ſewed fig-leaves together, and made 
themſelves aprons.” 

And they heard the voice of the Lond 
Gov walking in the garden, in the cool of - 
the day: and Adam and his wife hid them» 
ſelves from the preſence of the Loxd Gop, 
amongſt the trees of the garden. | 

And the Loxp Gop called unto Adam, 
and ſaid unto him, Where art thou? 

And he ſaid, I heard thy voice in the 
garden and I was afraid, becauſe I was 
naked, and J hid myſelf. | | 

And he faid, Who told thee that thou 
waſt naked? Haſt thou eaten of the tree, 
whereof I commanded A that thou 
ſhouldeſt not eat ? | | 

And the man ſaid, The woman whom 
thou gaveſt to be with me, ſhe gave me of 
the tree, and I did eat. 

And the Lonxp Gov ſaid unto the woman, 
What is this that thou haſt done? and the 


woman 
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woman ſaid, The A 1 me and 
I did eat. 
And the Loxy Gop aid unto the ſerpent, 
. Becauſe thou haſt done this, thou art curſed 
above all cattle, and above every beaſt of 
the field : upon thy belly ſhalt thou go, and 
duſt ſhalt thou eat all the days of thy life. 
And I will put enmity between thee and 
the woman, and between thy ſeed and her 
ſeed : it ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt 


_* bruiſe his heel. 


And unto the woman he ſaid, I will greatly 
multiply thy ſorrow in thy conception, in 
- ſorrow ſhall thou bring forth children; and 
thy deſire ſhall be to thy huſband, and he 
ſhall rule over thee. 

And unto Adam he ſaid, Becauſe thou 
haſt hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, 
and haſt eaten of the tree, of which I com- 
manded thee, ſaying, Thou ſhalt not eat of 
it, curſed is the ground for thy ſake; in 
- ſorrow ſhalt thou eat of it all the days of 
thy life. Thorns alſo, and thiſtles ſhall it 
bring forth to thee, and thou ſhalt eat of 
the herb of the field. 1 

In the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat 


bread, till thou return unto the ground, for 
| out 
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out of it thou waſt taken; for duſt thou art, 
and unto duſt thou ſhalt return. 
And Adam called his wife's name Eve, 
becauſe ſhe was the mother of all living. 
Unto Adam alſo and to his wife did the 
Lord Gop make coats of fkins, and clothed 


them. 
The Lord Gop ſent him forth from the 


garden of Eden, to till the ground from 


whence he was taken. 
So he drove out the man, and he placed 


in the garden of Eden cherubims, and a 
flaming ſword, which turned every way, to 
keep the way of the tree of lite. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


You read my dear, that the ſerpent was more ſubtle, 
that is to ſay, more wily and artful, than any beaſt of 
the field; we may therefore ſuppoſe that Adam and 
Eve had familiarized him, and diverted themſelves with 
his entertaining tricks. You know, men ſtill domeſti- 
cate ſome of the animal creation, and take great delight 
with dogs in particular, which ſeem to be partly formed 
to endear themſelves to human kind; in the ſame man- 
ner perhaps the ſerpent had the power of ingratiating 
himſelf with the firſt pair; but as he was not poſſeſſed ' 
of reaſon, he could not poſſibly have addreſſed the 
woman in the manner related, without ſaper-natural 


aid, therefore I muſt give you a little information con- 
, cerning 
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cerning this ſtrange event. Though the. great enemy 
of mankind is not mentioned in the place where you 
have been reading, you will find by ſubſequent parts 
of ſcripture, that Sa ra x was formerly an angel of light, 
an inhabitant of heaven, and high in the favour of 
God; but not contented with the happy privileges he 
enjoyed, he aſpired to be even equal with the Supreme 
Being, and drew many other ſpirits to join in his rebel- 
lious vices, which brought the wrath of Gop upon 
them, and occaſioned their being caſt into a dreadful 
place of puniſhment called azLL, there to ſuffer ago- 
nizing torments, greater than we can conceive, and 
therefore, beyond the power of language to deſcribe, 
When this dreadful event happened, we are not inform- 


ed, any farther than that it was before the creation of 


man. In reſpect to the nature of the fallen angels, or 
devils as they are now called, we know but little, only 
that they are immortal ſpirits, and will endure an eter- 
nity of miſery ; for they have ſo corrupted themſelves, 
that they are unfit for heaven, and utterly unworthy of 
the favour of Gop: they have deſpiſed good, and 


- choſen evil, which ſhuts them out for ever from the 


divine preſence, for nothing evil can approach the su- 
PREME BzINx G. It ſeems that the ArmicaTty did 
not ſo abſolutely confine Sa ax to the bottomleſs pit, 
but that he was permitted to range the world; which 
perhaps you may think contradifts what I told you be- 
fore concerning his puniſhment, but you may aſſure 
yourſelf, my dear, that he was miſerable beyond mea- 
ſure ; for it is impoſſible for any one to enjoy the leaſt 
degree of peace or tranquillity, who is at enmity with 
Gov, 


1 When 


— 
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When you read the ſcriptures through, you will find ' 

any paſſages which ſhew, that the DEVIE Was envious 

pf the happineſs of mankind, and having given himſelf 

p to do all things diſplaaſing to Gop, he refolved to "q 
«troy them if poſſible, or at leaſt to make them a 4 
retched as himſelf. Why the ALurcary fuſſered 
Sarax to tempt our firſt parents, is one of thoſe ſecret 
hings which he hath not vouchſafed to reveal; ind 
\erefore, we muſt not enquire into it; but had it hot 
deen conſiſtent with both his juſtice and goodnefs, ho | 
ould certainly not have permitted it. 0 
1 defire you to recolle& what I told yon before, that 

if Adam and Eve had had no choice, there would have 

deen no merit in their good actions; any more than 

there is in a clock for pointing out the hour of the day, | 

or in any machine that is put in motion by the art and 
direction of others. The power of acting as they pleaſed N 
(commonly called free-will) was certainly a noble gift, as 
they were likewiſe endowed with reaſon to direct their 
will; and had the promiſe of Gop's Spirit to ſtrengthen | _ 
them, whilſt they were inclined to do their duty,” 
A parent is ready to give all poſſible aſſiſtance to 
a dutiful child, but if, when come to years of dif- 
cretion, he throws off all his obedience, deſpiſes his 
authority, and will not liſten to his admonitions, can 
we call the father cruel or unjuſt for withdrawing his * 
protection, and leaving his child to feel the conſequences 
of ſuch undutiful behaviour? Surely ſuch a ſon could not 
apply to his parent for a reward, much leſs could Adam, 
(who had received numberleG benefits from God, more 
than the tendereſt parent could beſtow) complain of his 
Creator's ſeverity, for ROS him of the means of 
Vor. I. 8 perpetu --- 
if 

| ? 
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perpetuating his life, ee ON e 
terms of immortal happineſs. 

| Sara had not the power to. force man 205 * 

therefore, he attacked him by cunning and artifice ; he 

| either entered into, or aſſumed: the appearance of,- the 

| ſerpent, and aſcended the TA EE or KNOWLEDGE; 

from whence, with inſinuating addreſs and plauſible 

perſuaſions, he endeavoured to excite in the mind of 

| Eve, pride, diſcontent, and ambition; with envious and 

= impious notions of ALurcaTY Gon. Eve well knew, 

that her duty required her to be entirely ſatisfied with 

the ſtate in which it had pleaſed the Al ui Hr to place 

| „ hers and therefore i it was very icked to entertain wiſhes 

| | to change it; ſhe alſo knew, that it was Gop's expreſs 

| command, to forbear eating the fruit of that tree, and 

| that he had threatened her with death if ſhe broke i it; 

| | therefore, her diſobedience plainly ſhewed, that ſhe nei- 

| ther ſeared, loyed,, nor honoured God as. ſhe ought to 

| have done. Adam likewiſe, was very weak and wick- 

| | ed, to ſuffer his affection for his wiſe. to lead him into 


fin againſt God, whom he ought to _ loved above 

all things, . 

=_ What j is meant by Adam and Exe adn themſelves 

| | aprons, I do not rightly underſtand ; however, it is.not 

| | material to f pend time in enquiries Which cannot im- 

| | prove our minds; we may learn this from it, I think, 

| that they were attempting to provide for their own ne- 

| ceſſities, from a a conſciouſneſ that they had forfeited the 

= protection of Gon. had they obeyed the eaſy command 
which he had given. them, the Aluichrr would have 

ſupplied . all their wants, and they would have had 

no fa, ae. any more than a darling infant 

| | has, 


" 
| BF. 
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has, whoſe tender mother watches over it with ingeſ- . 5 
ſant care, defends it from the cold air with comfort- 2 

able clothing, and . it from the ſultry rays _ | 

of the ſun. 

You find, that it was one of the privileges of man- 
kind, in their ſtate of 1 innocence, to convetſe with their 
Maxx; in what manner it pleaſed Gop to reveal 
himſelf, and maintain this intercourſe, it is impoſlible 
for us to diſcover; but he certainly cauſed ſome appear- _ 
ance and a ſound, that plainly evinced the divine pre- 
ſence ; and to which they were fo accuſtomed, that 
they immediately knew it to be the voice of the Lox b 
Gop. Whilſt they were innocent, with what tranſ. _ 
ports of joy muſt they behold this glorious viſion, and * 
hearken to the gracious word of God ! But can imagina- 
tion form an idea, of the agonizing pangs that muſt | 
tear their diffrated hearts, when they began to reflect 
on their crime and its conſequences ? Without doubt, 
they expected that the ſentence of death would imme- 
diately be put in execution, but ſee the goodneſs of 
Gop! He called unto Adam, who otherwile would 
not have dared to appear, giving him an opportunity. 4 | 
of juſtifying himſelf, if he had a reaſonable excuſe to | 
offer: God, Who knows all things, did not queſtion _ 

Adam and Eve for his own information, but to put 
them upon conſidering the extent of their guilt, and to. : 
induce them to confeſs their fins. e Ty 

[ beg you will take notice of the different, Paul. 
ments which God allotted to each offender. , © * 

The earth was curſed on Adam's account, and would 
no longer afford him ſpontaneous | nouriſhment, prepared © 
to his hand by God ; inſtead of the delicious fruits of 
* 2 | paradiſe, 
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paradiſe, , he was doomed to eat of the herb of the geld, 
like the beaſts, to whom he had made himſelf equal, by 
miſuſing his reaſon : and to ſhew him the value of the en- 
Joyments which he had forfeited by his folly, he was 
condemned to labour, in order to procure ſubſiſtence, 
an the room of the eaſy buſineſs of dreſſing and keeping 
the garden of Eden; theſe were effectual means of pre- 
venting a ſtrong attachment to things below. h 

As for Eve, ſhe was ſentenced to live a life of anxiety 
and ſolicitude: It is impoſſible to repreſent to ſuch 
young nünds as your's, my dear, what a mother feels, 
in a variety of ways, for her children; her ſorrows are 
many, and her cares inceſſant ! 

She was alſo, to be in ſubjection to her huſband, 
and to obey his will, even if it was contrary to her own; 
this was certainly a juſt puniſhment for acting in fo 
material a point without him, and taking advantage of 
his tenderneſs to perſuade him to do evil. | 

The ſerpent likewiſe, was to bear evident marks of 
Gov's diſpleaſure to the DEVIL, and was, therefore, 
ſentenced as you have read. SaTan, in all proba- 
bility, fled back to hell, when he had compaſſed his 
wicked deſigns : It would lead you into intricate and 
improper enquiries, to enlarge on this ſubject; I will 
only therefore mention, that the ſerpent, being 'one of 
God's creatures, he had an undoubted power to alter 
its nature, as his infinite wiſdom thought good ; as the 
ſerpent was not poſſeſſed of reaſon, he could not know 
what uſe the DEvII put him to, nor be ſenſible of the 
alteration he had undergone, and might be as happy 
in one condition, as in another: The pride of Sara 
muſt be mortified, in beholding the creature he had 

3 | entered 
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entered into, removed from its high rank in the animal 
creation, and made a fit emblem of his own meanneſs 
and ſpiteful temper, which inclines him ever to de- 
ceive, and to injure the human race. After having 
read the hiftory of the fall of man, who can behold a 
ſerpent without thinking of the deceitful Tempter ? 

1 have hinted to you ſome particulars in which the 
ALurcaTyY ſhewed his juſtice, I muſt therefore men- 
tion Row greatly his mercy was alſo diſplayed. He took 
compaſſion on the unhappy pair, and opened to their 
deſpairing minds the glad dawnings of redemption: 
when he threatened that ** the ſeed of the ſerpent ſhould 
bruiſe the heel of the man,” that is to fay, that the 
- temptations of SaTan ſhould continually follow them, 
he added the comfortable promiſe that .** the ſeed of the 
woman ſhould bruiſe bis head; by this is alſuredly 
meant, that* the ſon of a woman ſhould overcome the 
Devit. Many texts of ſcripture Giew, that by the ſerpent 
is meant the Dxvit, and by the woman's ſeed is to be 
_ underſtood the Meſſiah, our Lox o and Saviour ISG 
Cnr1srT, of whom I have much to tell you. This is 
called God's ſecond covenant, in which the whole race 
of mankind were included. The firſt covenant reſpect- 
ing the privileges of paradiſe, was made with the firſt 
pair, and would moſt likely have been extended to their 
poſterity, had Adam and Eve continued innocent. 

Perhaps you may wonder, that ſome immediate ven- 
geance from Gop did not fall upon the Drvit, beſides 
the diſappointment of his principal' view in tempting 
man ; but remember my dear, Gov beſt knew the time 
for all things; that Sa rAN was then, and ſtill is, in a 
ſate of great miſery, and cannot poſſibly taſte the leaſt 

C4. - enjoyment, 
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to you: in the mean time be carefully on your guard, 
' © for he is always ready to put bad thoughts into our 
minds, and tempt us to offend God ; but as it has pleaſed 
the ALMIGHTY. to inform us of this lurking enemy, 
we muſt endeavour, to reſiſt him, by reſolving to be true 


"for which he will greatly reward. us. 


= of Eins to cover their naked bodies, that they might 
5 the better endure a change of ſeaſons and other ineon - 


the tranſgreſſion of our firſt parents; becauſe as they loſt 
the j joys of Eden, with the privilege of eating of the 


to his deſcendants, after having ſold it to another 


enjoyment, is not to be doubted ; however, at the end 
of chis world it is expected that he will receive additi- 
onal puniſhment, as I ſhall in a proper place explain 


and juſt in all our words and actions, and to continue 
the ſervants of Go p, who will then ſtrengthen our minds 
to overcome him, and we ſhall be more acceptable to 
„gur Maker on account of the trials we have met . 


As Adam and Eve had tranſgreſſed the A com- 
mand, they were unworthy to remain in paradiſe, With 
What heavy hearts muſt they turn their backs on this 
© delightful habitation ! Their minds indeed had received 
Freat conſolation from the divine promiſe; and that they 
mighe be in ſome meaſure; defended from the evils they 
were now expoſed to, the ALM1GHTY gave them coats 


yeniencies, as yet unknown to them. 
We, and all the human race, have reaſon to deplore 


TREE OF LIFE, and brought evil on themſelves, they 
could not claim the inheritance of theſe bleſſings. for 
their children, any more than a man can leave an eſtate 


perſon. The bodies of the firſt pair, as I have already 


War, were in den ai mortal like our own, and 
ſubject 
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ſubje& to decay; but God made a covenant to preſerve 
them by means of the TREE oF Lr, whilſt they teſti- 
ked their obedience by abſtaining from the TREE oF 
x NOWLED'GE : when he turned them out of paradiſe, he 
continued-to ſupply the natural wants of the body, did 
not ſuffer them to periſh with cold and nakedneſs, but 
they began to feel that they were mortal, and ſubject 
to death; ſo that though the ſentence appeared, to be 
ſuſpended, they. might truly be-ſaid to die in the day 
they eat of the forbidden fruit.” | 
It does not become us to murmur that we 1 not 
the ſame grants as Adam and Eve had, for in all pro- 
| bability we ſhould have made as bad a uſe of them 28 
they did; it is true; that the Tazz or xNowLEDGE 
no longer remains, and the TREE oF LIFE is not offer- 
ed tous; Dear is entered into the world, and every 
one that is born muſt ſubmit to it; but immortal hap- 
pineſs is ſtill attainable, and we may learn the conditi- 
ons of it from the Bro E, which Will likewiſe inſtru& 


vs AO Mt r * D106 


24 THE FALL OF MAN. 


ö enjoyment. is not to be doubted ; homaver. at the end 
of this world it is expected chat he will receive additi. 
onal puniſhment, as I ſhall in a proper place explain 
to you: in the mean time be carefully on your guard, 
for he is always ready to put bad thoughts into our 
minds, and tempt us to offend God ; but as it has pleaſed 
the Al MHH to inform us of this lurking enemy, 
; we muſt endeavour to reſiſt him, by reſolving to be true 
"and juſt in all gur words and actions, and to continue 
the ſervants of Gop, who will then ſtrengthen our minds 
to overcome him, and we ſhall be more acceptable to 
eur Maker on account of the trials we have met . 
for which he will greatly reward.ys, ” 
ry Adam and Eve had tranſgrefſed the dining, com- 
F mand, they were unworthy to n in paradiſe. - With 
what heavy hearts muſt they turn their backs on this 
© delightful habitation ! Their minds indeed had received 
\ great conſolation from the divine promiſe ; and that they 
= a might be i in ſome meaſure defended from the evils they 
| were now expoſed to, the ALM1GATY gave them coats 
| of {kins to cover their naked bodies, that they might 
the better endure a change of ſeaſons and other incon- 
veniencies, as yet unknown to them. 

We, and all the human race, have reaſon to deplore 
the tranſgreſſion of our firſt parents; becauſe as they loſt 
the joys. of Eden, with the privilege of eating of the 

TREE OF LIFE, and brought evil on themſelves, they 
could not claim the inheritance of theſe bleſſings. for 
their children, any more than a man can leave an eſtate 
to his deſcendants, after having fold it to another 
perſon. The bodies of the firſt pair, as I have already 
1 told you, . Wen 
' ﬀ | ubj 
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ſubject to decay; but Go made a covenant to preſerve 


them by means of the TREE oF LIFE, whilſt they teſti- 


fed their obedience by abſtaining from the TREE or 
x NOWLED'GE : when he turned them out of paradiſe, he 
continued-to ſupply the natural wants of the body, did 
not ſuffer them to periſh with cold and nakedneſs, but 
they began to feel that they were mortal, and ſubject 
to death; ſo that though the ſentence appeared, to be 
ſuſpended, they. might truly be ſaid to die in the day 
they eat of the forbidden fruit.” | 

It does not become us to. murmur that we have not 
the ſame grants as Adam and Eve had, for in all pro- 
bability we ſhould have made as bad a uſe of them 28 
they did; it is true, that the TREE oy xNowLEDGE 
no longer remains, and the TREE or LIFE is nat offer - 
ed to us; DearTH is entered into the world, and every 
one that is born muſt ſubmit to it; but immortal hap- 
pineſs is ſtill attainable, and we may learn the conditi- 
ons of it from the BIIE, which will likewiſe inſtruct 
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THE DEATH OF ABEL. 


ND Eve bare Cain, and ſaid, I have 
\ gotten a man from the Lord. | 
And ſhe again bare his brother Abel, and 
Abel was a keeper of ſheep, but Cain was a 
tiller of the ground, And in proceſs of time 
it came to paſs, that Cain brought of the 
fruit of the ground an offering unto the 
Logo. 

And Abel he alſo brought of the firſtlings 
of his flock, and of the fat thereof, and the 
Lord had reſpect unto Abel and his offering. 

But unto Cain and his offering he had not 
reſpect, and Cain was wroth, and his coun- 
tenance fell. 

And the Loxp ſaid unto Cain, why art 
thou wroth, and why is thy countenance 
fallen? 

I thou doeſt well, ſhalt chk not be ac- 

cepted ? And if thou doeſt not well, ſin lieth 
at the door. And to thee ſhall be his deſire, 
and thou ſhalt rule over him. And Cain 
KY | | talked 
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talked with Abel his brother: and it came 
to paſs when they were in the field, that 
Cain roſe up againſt Abel his brother, and 
ſlew him. | 

And the Loxp ſaid unto Cain, where is 
Abel thy brother? And he ſaid, I know 0, 
am I my brother's keeper ? 

And he ſaid, what haſt thou done? The 
voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me 
from the ground. . 

And now art thou curſed from the ein, 
which hath opened her mouth to receive thy 
brother's blood from thy hand. 

When thou tilleſt the ground, it ſhall not 
henceforth yield unto thee her ſtrength; a | 
fugitive and a Wi alt thou be in the 


earth. 
And Cain aid unto the nische pnithi 


ment 1s greater than I can bear.. 

Behold thou haſt driven me this day from 
the face of the earth; and from thy face 
ſhall.I be hid; and I ſhall be a fugitive: and 
a vagabond on the earth, and it ſhall come 
to paſs, that every one that findeth me ſhall. 
ſlay me. 

And the ban. ſaid unto R, therefore 
; . n batt: v2 4 264 every 
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every one that ſlayeth Cain, vengeance ſhall 
be taken on him ſeven-fold. 
And the Lon ſet a mark upon Cain, leaſt 


any finding him ſhould kill him, 


And Cain went out from the preſence of 


the Logo, and dwelt in the land of Nod, 
on the eaſt of Eden. 


eee 
ed a city, and called the name of the city 
after the name of his ſon Enoch. 


And Adam's wife bare a ſon, and he call. 


ed his name Seth, ſhe ſaid, Gop has ap- 


pointed me another ſeed inſtead of Abel 
hom Cain ſlew. 

And to Seth there was alſo a fon born, a and 
he called his name Enos. 

And all the days that Adam lived were 


nine en MF Arey he died. 


ANNOTATIONS. ND REFLECTION 8. 


IL am ſure, my dear, that to you who love your bro: 
thers and. fiſters: ſo affectlonately, this ory of Cain and 
Abel muſt appear a very ſhocking one: 4 man to mur- 
der his own, brother! it makes one ſhudder to chink of 
it—But ſee to what a pitch of wickedneſs a perſon may 


arrive, who indulges an enyious temper ! 
Abel ſeems to have been of an amiable, religious dis. 


polition, for you find he was in favour with Gop; 


Cain, 
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Cain, on the contrary, was of a morole, enk 
temper; but the particular cauſe of his inveterate ha- 
ted was, that the. Lokp had rejected his SACRI- 
ric and accepted Abel's.” The ſacred hiſtorian. hae 
not been explicit concerning the firſt inſtitution of facri- 
fices, it is therefore impoſſible at this diſtance, of time 
to come at any certainty in the matter; but as, we 
Chriſtians are not required to offer them, it is not abſo- 
lutely eſſential for us to know the origin and nature of 
them; enough has been ſaid, to convince us that they 
were ſolemn acts of devotion; and there is reaſon to 
ſuppoſe they were appointed by Gop himſelf, becauſe 
5 thoſe early ages of the world, man was not allowed 
to kill any thing for food : in Paradiſe, you know, he 
lived upon fruits, and after he was expelled from thence, 
his ſentence was to ** eat bread in the ſweat, of. his 
brow ;*? therefore it. is 1 likely chat he would have 


thought of appeaſing the anger of God, by killing an | 


innocent creature : but as the ALMIGHTY was \pleaſed 
to reveal to Adam and Eve his gracious purpoſe. 0 

ſending a Redeemer, one born of a woman, free from 
ſin, who ſhould by ſuffering death, reftore and confirm. 
the hope of everlaſting life, which they by, their 
tranſgreſſion had forteited ; it is likely that he inflitut- 
ed the rite of ſacrificing animals, as a repreſentation 
of the great ſacrifice to be made by CHRIST; ta keep 
up the conſtant, expectation of his coming, and to be. 
a means whereby mankind might expreſs faith or beg 
lief in the promiſes of Gop.; for theſe purpoſes he com- 
manded them to offer unto him ſome of the firſt fruits. 
of the earth, as an acknowledgment. of their depend-. 


ance on him; and ſome of their flocks as. an atonement 
| C 6 | for- 


* 
of 
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for their fins ; not that they were able to lay their ſing 
upon the poor creatures they put to death, but to inti- 
mate that the Lox D would pardon their tranſgreſſions, 
and admit them to be partakers of the great ſacrifice to 
| be made by CHRIST, for the ſake of their faith and 
| obedience, which he had commanded them to expreſs 
by theſe means. 

Faith in God, is a ſtedfaſt belief and truſt in his holy 
word; therefore, a faithful perſon will be as thankful 
to the ALurcaTY for the bleſſings He has promiſed, 
as for thoſe He has actually beſtowed ; and will ſtudi- 
ouſly endeavour to regulate his actions by it, that he 
may ſhew his faith by his obedience. What I have 
been telling you, my dear, I fear is difficult to your 
comprehenſion ; but hope, when you have read the 
ſcriptures through, you will peruſe them again - and 
again, by which means every thing neceſſary for you 
to know will be made eaſy. 

At preſent let us ſuppoſe, that Cain and Abel pre- 
pared for a ſolemn act of devotion, built an altar of 
earth, and laid their ſacrifices thereon, accompanied 
with thankſgivings and prayers, expecting that the 
ALMiGcnTyY would ſend fire from heaven to burn them; 
which accordingly happened to Abel's, but not to 
Cain's; we may therefore conclude, that he did not 
come with a proper diſpoſition of mind ; and you find 
that Gop reproved him for his diſcontent and envy, 
aſſuring him, that if he did well, he would accept 
him, and that as the eldeſt he ſhould have the pre- 
eminence over his brother : but the goodneſs of God 
had no effect on his obdurate heart; he gave way to 


the finful emotions of his mind, and flew his innocent 
7 brother, 
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brother, as they were in the field together : his wicked- 
neſs could neither be concealed from the know- 
ledge, nor eſcape the juſtice of God, who paſſed a 
heavy ſentence upon him. How muſt his pride be 
mortified, who could not bear a ſuperior even in the 
favour of Gop, to find himſelf the moſt abje& of man- 
kind ; baniſhed to a diſtant land, far from that ſpot 
which was then particularly diſtinguiſhed by the fre- 
quent appearance of the ln oF GOD 

Cain was truly ſenſible of the wretched condition to 
which he had reduced himſelf, and was ſeized with the 
molt dreadful apprehenſions that the hand of every one 
would be ready to deſtroy ſuch a monſter ; however, it 
pleaſed Gop to ſpare his life, and he threatened to 
puniſh whoever ſhould take upon himſelf to kill Cain, 
becauſe it would be preſumption to alter the ſentence of 
God, who thought proper to prolong his days, in order 
we may ſuppoſe, to give him time for repentance; as 
well as that the remembrance of his crime might 
make the greater impreſſion on others, who would be 
more affected with a living example of the unhappi- 
neſs of thoſe who commit ſuch bad actions, than if he 
had been immediately put to death. 

As for the mark which God ſet upon Cain, Lam 
really at a loſs, my dear, to explain it to you, Some 
learned men think, that the verſe which mentions it is 
not exactly tranſlated, and that it ſhould be rendered, 


Jet a mark before Cain; that is, wrought ſome miracle 


or ſign to aſlure him that he ſhould not be ſlain 5 how- 
ever it was, it certainly is not worth while to puzzle 
ourſelves with ſuch queſtions as theſe, which are merely 
matters of curioſity, as none of Cain's poſterity-are now 
remaining in the world, Every 
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Every part of the BI BLE furniſhes us with ſome uſe. 
ful inſtruction, and therefore ought to be carefully con- 
ſidered : whit you have laſt read of it, ſhould caution 
you to be particularly on your guard againſt the ſuggeſ- 
tions of envy and malice, as you find what may be the 
fatal event of indulging them ; and ſhould induce you 
to cheriſh betimes an affectionate attachment to your 
brothers and ſiſters, which will ſtrengthen with your 
growing years, and be productive of ſuch pleaſures and 
"comforts as you can at preſent have no conception of. 
If you are kind and obliging to them, it is moſt likely 
they will be the ſame to you; and as you never quarrel, 
your childhood will paſs away with chearfulneis and 
delight ; when you grow older, and are capable of 
higher purſuits,” you will by repeated acts of kindneſs 
' ſecure to yourſelf a ſet of faithful, diſintereſted friends, 
ready on all occaſions to do you good offices, and will 
have the additional ſatisfaction of increaſing the happi- 
neſs of your parents; for as nothing would afflict us 
more than to ſee diſcord amongſt thoſe who are equally 
the objects of our tender care, ſo there is not any thing 
that could afford us more delight, than to ſee you bound 
together by the ties of mutual love and kindneſs. 
And now let me give you a few ealy rules for the 
regulation of your behaviour towards your brothers and 
liſters. Never indulge a ſelfiſhneſs of mind, nor wiſh 
to have the preference in any thing; for I can aſſure 
you, that you will find a hundred times more pleaſure 
in obliging others, eſpecially fuch near relations, than 
can ariſe from the gratification of contracted deſires. 
Should they poſſeſs any ſuperior advantages over you in 
point of beauty or underſtanding, let not envy ariſe in 
LR i 6 
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your heart; but endeavour, with a true generoſity of 


ſpirit, to bear your own inferiority, and rejoice at their 


excellencies; by which means you will gain the favour 


of God, the eſteem of all good people, and the love 


of thoſe to whom you give ſuch nn of ſincere af- 
fection. * 

If at any time they are afflicted with pain and e 
endeavour to comfort them by every act of tender con- 
cern and ſympathetic attention, which will certainly be 
received with pleaſure, and remembered with gratitude; 
ſo that ſhould. you in turn be afflicted with fickneſs, 
your bed will be attended by the dear friend you have 


formerly aſſiſted, who will ſtudy every thing that the 
tendereſt love can ſuggeſt, to mitigate your ſufferings 3 


or ſhould any other misfortune betall you, your brothers 
and ſiſters will unite their endeavours. to remove the 
burden; in ſhort, the advantages of family harmony are 
too many to enumerate, as I ſhould tire you with a 
repetition ; but I beg that you will let what I have faid 
remain in your memory, and that you will ever pay to 
your brothers and ſiſters the ſame polite attention on all 
occaſions, as you would think neceſſary to ſhew to thoſe, 
by whom you with to be thought amiable and accoms 
pliſhed. 

If it ſhould unfortunately happen that any of your 
brothers or ſiſters ſhould abate in their affection to you, 


entertain cauſeleſs jealouſy, and regard you with an 


envious eye, bear it with patience, and on no account 


return their 1f]-will ; time may convince them of "their 
miſtake, and you may at length regain their love; at 
leaſt you will be conſcious that you deſerve it, which 
will be ſome comfort for the lofs. 


2 
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Adam and Eve had another ſon, named Seth, to 
fupply the loſs of Abel, who was born when his father 
was 130 years old.: in all probability, they had many 
children beſides ; fo that at the death of Abel, there 
might even be of children, grandchildren, and great- 
grandchildren, many thouſand people in the world; 
acho' Moſes has given us the names of none of the ſons 
of Adam excepting Cain, Abel, and Seth; the laſt of 
whom, is particularly mentioned, becauſe from him 
deſcended, in a regular ſucceſſion, the Saviour of 
the world, the promiſed ſeed of the woman that ſhould 
bruiſe the ſerpent's head; which line, I-ſhall endeavour 
to trace as we proceed, and for that purpoſe, ſhall ex- 
tract ſo much of the genealogy, (that is, the hiſtory of 
the poſterity of Adam and Eve) as is neceſſary for your 


The genealogy *® of Adam in the line of 
Seth, to the time of the deluge. 


Apam was 130 years old when Seth was born, and 
lived. after that, about 800 years; ſo that the whole 
of his life was 930 years. 

SETH, when he was 105 years old, had a ſon named 
Enos, after which time, he lived 807; the whole of 
his life, therefore; was 912. 

Eos, when go, had a ſon named Cainan, and lived 
5 —— in the whole 90. 

Calx Ax, when 70, had a. ſon. named Mahalaleel; 

after whoſe birth, he lived 840 years; in al 910. 


5 + Stackbouſe on the Bible. 
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MAHALALEEL had a ſon named Jared, at the birth 
of whom he was 65, he lived 800 years more; in = 


86 
33 when 162, had a ſon named Enoch, 5 


lived 800 years longer; in all 962. 

Exoch, when 65, had a ſon named Methuſelah, 
after whoſe birth, he lived 300 years; in all 365. 

METHUSELAH, when 187, had a ſon named La- 
mech, after which he lived 782 years; in all 96g. 

LaMECH, when 182, had a ſon named Noah, after 
which he lived 595 years; an all 777. 

Noan, when he was 500 years old, had oe. ons, 
Shem, Ham, and Japhet. 

This account, my dear, brings us * to the 
Drive; but before. we begin to read the relation of 
that memorable event, I muſt mention to you two re- 
markable perſons, whoſe names are recorded in this 
genealogy. 

The firſt, Exoen, who the ſcriptures tell us ©* walked 
with Gop, and he was not, for God took him?“ 
by which we underſtand, that as a reward for his ex- 
emplary piety, he was received into heaven without 
dying. This inſtance, ought to encourage us all to 
the utmoſt diligence in the ſervice of our great Creator, 
who ſo plentifully rewards all his faithful followers, 

The other remarkable perſon was METH ustLan, 
he was the oldeſt man who ever lived in the world ; 
but you muſt obſerve, Chat all the race of men Who 
lived before the flood, reached a much greater age than- 
thoſe who have ſucceeded it: what were the reaſons 


why it pleaſed Gop to contract the lives of men, 


we cannot fully penetrate; but will conſider it as we 
advance in the hiſtory. There 


— 
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There is in the Bible, a genealogy of Catn's po. 
| terity likewiſe, which ſerves to ſhew, that his family 
increaſed, and, in the courſe of years, muſt at the time 
of the FLood, have amounted to a very conſiderable 
number. There were ſome remarkable perſons amongft 
them, whoſe names I ſhall mention, becauſe they are 
recorded on account of their having been the inventor 
of ſome particular arts and ſciences, 
JaBaLl,; he was the father (that is to ſay, the firſt) 
, - of thoſe who dwelt in tents, and of ſuch as have cattle, 
JuBaL, the firſt inventor of muſical inſtruments, the 
- harp and organ. 
TuBar Cain, the firſt oy diſcovered the uſe of 
iron and braſs. | 
Lausen, the firſt who b two wives. 


to) 


SECTION Iv. 


THE FLOOD. 


ND it came to paſs, when men began 
to, multiply.on the face of the earth, 
and daughters were born unto them 
That the ſons of Gop ſaw the daughters 
of men, that they were fair, and they took 

them wiyes of all which they choſe, 

And Gop faw that the wickedneſs of man 
was great in the earth, and that every imagi- 
nation of the thoughts of the heart, was 
only evil continually. 

And the earth alſo, was corrupt before 
Gop ; and the earth was filled with violence. 

And Gop looked upon the earth, and 
behold it was corrupt, for all fleſh had cor- 
rupted his way upon the earth; and it re- 
pented the Lorp that he had made man on 
the eartn. 

And the Lozy Taid, I 711 c man, 
whom I have created, from the face of the 
earth; both man, and beaſt, and the creep- 
ing thing, and the fowl of the air; for it 
repenteth me that I have made them. | 


But 
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But Noah found ow in the fight of the 
'LoRD,. 

Noah was a uſt man, FR perſect | in his 
generations ; and Noah walked with Gop. 

And Noah had three ſons, Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth. 

And Gov ſaid unto Noah, The end of 
all fleſh is come before me, for the earth 
is filled with violence. 

Make thee an ark of gopher-wood : rooms I al 
ſhalt thou make in the ark, and ſhale pitch 0 
it within and without with pitch. f 

And this is the faſhion which thou ſhalt a 
make it of: the length of the ark ſhall be 
three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty It 
cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits... a 

A window ſhalt thou make to the ark, [ 
and in a cubit ſhalt thou finiſh it above ; and 
the doors of the ark ſhalt thou ſet in the ! 
ſide thereof: with lower, ſecond, 9 third 
ſtories ſhalt thou make it. 

And behold, I, even I, do drive a flood 
of waters upon the earth, to deſtroy all fleſh, Ill * 
herein is the breath of life, from was 

heaven; and every ching that is in the earth 
ſhall die. 1 1 | 
| But 


he 
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But with thee will I eſtabliſh my cove- 


nant : and thou. ſhalt come into the ark; 


thou, and thy ſons, and thy wife, ny 
ſons wives with thee. 

And of every living thing of all geld, 
two of every ſort ſhalt thou bring into the 


ark, to keep them alive with tliee: they ſhall | 


be male and female. 


Of fouls after their Kind unde 
aſter their kind, and of every creeping thing 


of the earth after his kind: two of every 
ſort ſhall come unto thee, to keep them 


alive. 


Of every clean beaſt thou ſhalt take to 


thee by ſevens, the male and his female: 
and of beaſts that are not clean by two, the 
male and the female. 


Of fowls alſo of the air by ſevens, the 
male and the female; to keep ſeed alive 


upon the face of all the earth. 


And take thou unto thee of all food that 
is eaten, and thou ſhalt gather it to thee; 
and it ſhall be for food for thee and for 


them. 


Thus did Noah; according to all chat F 


Gop commanded him, fo did he. 


1 
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And the Lon ſaid unto Noah, Come 
thou, and all thy houſe; into the ark; for 
thee have I ſeen righteous. en me in this 


generation. | 
For yet ſeven days, and 1 will cauſe it 


to rain upon the earth forty days and forty 


nights: and every living ſubſtance that I 
have made, will I deſtroy from off the face 
of the earth. | 

And Noah did according to all that the 
Lozrp commanded him. 

And Noah was fix hundred years old, 
when the flood of waters was upon the 
earth, | Ve | 
And Noah went in, and his ſons, and his 


wife, and his ſons wives with him, into the 


ark, becauſe of the waters of the flood. 
Of clean beaſts, and of beaſts that are not 


clean, and of fowls, and of every thing that | 


creepeth upon the earth, 


There went in two and two unto Noah 
into the ark, the male and the NR 9 


Gob had commanded Noah. 


And it came to paſs after ſeven days, chat | 
the waters of the flood were upon the earth. 
In the fix hundredth year of Noah's life, © 


in the\ſecond month, the ſeventeenth day of 
the 
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the month, were all the fountains of the 
great deep broken up, and the windows of; 
heaven were opened. | 

And the rain was upon the a forty 
days and forty nights. 

In the ſelf- ſame day entered Noah, and 
Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the ſons of 
Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives 
of his ſons with them, into the ark: 

They, and every beaſt after his kind, 
and all the cattle after their kind, and every 
crecping thing chat creepeth upon the earth 
after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, 
every bird of every ſort. 

And they went in unto Noah into the ark, 
two and two of all fleſh, wherein is the breath 
of life. 

And they that went in, went in male and 
female of all fleſh, as Gop had commanded 
him: and the Loxp ſhut him in. 

And the flood was forty days upon the 
earth: and the waters .increaſed, and bare 
up the ark, and it was * v. above the 
earth. 5! 

And the waters. ad and were in- 
creaſed greatly upon the earth: and — ark 
went upon the face of the waters 4 4-557 
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And the waters prevailed exceedingly 
upon the earth; and all the high hills, that 
were under the whole heaven, were covered. 

Fifteen cubits upward did the waters 
prevail ; and the mountains were covered. 
And all fleſh died that moved upon the 
earth, both of fowl; and of cattle, and of 
beaſt, and of every creeping thing that creep- 
eth upon the earth, and every man. 

And all in whoſe noſtrils was the breath of 
life, of all that was in the dry land, died. 

And every living ſubſtance was deſtroyed 
which was upon the face of the ground, both 
man, and cattle, and the creeping things, 
and the fowl of the heaven; and they were 
deſtroyed from the earth: and Noah only 
remained alive, and they that were with him 
in the ark. 

And the waters prevailed upon the earth 
an hundred and fifty days. 

And Gob remembered Noah, and every 
living thing, and all the cattle that was with 
him in the ark: and Gop made a wind to 
paſs over the earth, and the waters aſſuaged. 

The fountains alſo of the deep, and the 
windows of heaven were ſtopped, and the 


rain * heayen was reſtrained. 
| And 
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ly And the waters returned from off the 
ar earth continually: and after the end of the 
hundred and fifty days, the waters were 
abated. 

And the ark reſted in the ſeventh month, 
on the ſeventeenth day oſ the month, upon 
the mountains of Ararat. 

And the waters decreaſed continually, 
until the tenth month: in the tenth month, 
on the firſt day of the month, were the tops 
of the mountains ſeen. 


ed And it came to paſs at the end of forty 
th days, that Noah opened the windows of is 
885 ark which he had made. 
e And he ſent forth a raven which went 
ny forth to and fro, until the waters were dried 
im up upon the earth. ö 
Alſo he ſent forth a dove from him, to 
-ch ſee if the waters were abated from off the 
face of the ground. 
ry But the dove found no reſt * the ſole of 
ich her foot, and ſhe returned unto him into the 
to Hark: for the waters were on the face of the 
ed. hole carth: then he put forth his hand, 


and took her, and pulled her in unto him 
the Ninto the ark. 
Vo. I. D And 
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And he ſtayed yet other ſeven: days; and 
-again he ſent forth the dove out of the ark. 
And the dove came in unto him in the 
evening; and lo, in her mouth was an olive 
leaf plucked off: ſo Noah knew that the 

waters were abated from off the earth. 

And he ſtayed yet other ſeven days, and 
' ſent forth the dove, which returned not 
again unto him any more. | 

And it came to paſs in the fix hundredth 
and firſt year, in the firſt month, the firſt 
day of the month, the waters were dried up 
from off the earth, and Noah removed the 
covering of the ark, and looked, and behold 
the face of the ground was dry. 

And in the ſecond month, 'on the ſeven 
and twentieth day of the month, was the 
earth dried. 

And Gop ſpake unto Noah ſaying, 

Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, 
and thy ſons, and thy fon's wives with thee. 

Bring forth with thee every living thing 
that is with thee of all fleſh, both of fowl 
and of cattle, and of every ' creeping thing 
that creepeth upon the earth, that they may 
breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruit- 


ful and multiply upon the earth. 


And 
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-And Noah went forth, and his ſons, and 
his wife, and his ſon's wives with him. 

e Every beaſt, every creeping thing, and 

every fowl, and whatſoever creepeth upon 

eſW the earth, after their kinds went forth out * 
the ark. 

d And Noah builded an altar unto i Lorn, 

and took of every clean beaſt, and of every 
clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings upon 

nll the altar, 

{i And the Lomb ſaid, I will not again curſe ' 

poche ground any more for man's ſake; nei- 

Ml ther will I ſmite any more every thing liv- 

ing, as J have done. 

While the earth remaineth, ſeed time and 
harveſt, and cold and heat, and fummer and 
winter, and day and night ſhall not ceaſe. 

And Gop bleſſed Noah and his ſons, and 
ſaid unto them, be fruitful, and multiply, 
and repleniſh the earth. 

And the fear of you, and the dread of you 
ſhall be upon every beaſt of the earth, and 
upon every fowl of the air, upon all that 
moveth upon the earth, and upon all the 
fiſhes of the ſea, into your hand are they de- 
it-livered. 
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Every moving thing that liveth ſhall be 
meat for you; even as the green herb have 
I given you all things. 

But fleſh with the life thereof, which is 
the blood thereof, ſhall you not eat. 

And ſurely your blood of your lives will 
I require: at the hand of every beaſt will I 
require it; and at the hand of man, at the 
hand of every man's brother will I require 
the life of man. 


Whoſo ſheddeth man's blood, by man 
ſhall his blood be ſhed; for in the image of 
God made he man. 

And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; 
bring forth abundantly in the earth, and 
multiply therein. 

And Gop ſpake unto Noah and to his 
fons with him, ſaying, 

And I, behold I eſtabliſh my covenant 
with you, and with your ſeed after you; 

And with every living creature that is 
with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of 
every beaſt of the earth with you, from, all 
that go out of the ark, to every beaſt of the 
. earth, 

And I will eſtabliſh my covenant ; nl 
vou; neither ſhall all feih be cut off any 
more 
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more by the waters of a flood, neither ſhall 
there any more be a flood to deſtroy the 
earth, 

And Gov faid, this is the token of the 
covenant which I make between me and 
you, and every living creature that 1s with 
you tor perpetual generations. 

I do ſet my bow in the cloud, and it Wal 
be for a token of a covenant between me and 
the earth. 

And it ſhall come to paſs, when I bring 
a cloud over the earth, that the bow ſhall 
be ſeen in the cloud. 

And I will remember my covenant which 
is between me and you, and every living 
creature of all fleſh, and the waters ſhall no 
more become a flood to deſtroy all fleſh. 

And the bow ſhall be in the cloud; and 
I will look upon it, that I may remember 
the everlaſting covenant between Gop and 
every living creature of all fleſh that is upon 
the earth. 


And the ſons of Noah that went forth of - 


the ark were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: 
and Ham is the father of Canaan, 

Theſe are the three ſons of Noah: and of 
them was the whole earth overſpread. 


D 3 And 


| 
; 
1 
1 
| 
| 


48 THE FLOOD. 


And Noah began to be an qt yg x 
and he planted a vineyard. | 

And he drank of the wine, and was 
drunken, and he was uncovered within his 
tent. 


And Ham, the father of Canaan, far the 
nakedneſs of his father, and told his two 
brethren without. 

And Shem and Japheth took a garment, 
and laid it upon both their ſhoulders, and 
went backward, and covered the nakedneſs 
of their father; and their faces were back- 
ward, and they ſaw not their father's naked- 
neſs. _ 

And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew 
what his younger ſon had done unto him. 

And he ſaid, Curſed be Canaan; a ſer- 
vant of ſervants ſhall he be unto his brethren. 
And he ſaid, Bleſſed be the Loxp Gop of 
Shem, and Canaan ſhall be his ſervant. 

God ſhall enlarge Japheth, and he ſhall 
dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan ſhall 
be his ſervant. 

And Noah lived after the flood three hun- 
dred and fifty years. 

And all the days of Noah were nine hun- 
dred and fifty years: and he died. ; 
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ANNOTATIONS axy REFLECTIONS. 
We may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that the murder of 


Abel was not the firſt bad action which Cain had com- 


mitted : it ſeems, I think, very evident, that he was 
deeply practiſed in guilt, and hardened by it into un- 
belief, by the ſullen reply he made to Goy; am 1 
my brother's keeper :” nor does there appear any ſub- 
miſſion, in the manner of his receiving the juſt ſentence 
that the Al uI HT pronounced againſt him; there- 
fore, we may conclude, that he was hardened in his 
wickedneſs, and that he brought up his family accord- 
ing to his own bad principles ; for in reckoning up his 
genealogy, there is not one good perſon mentioned. 
Seth, on the contrary, was a holy and religious man, and 
endeavoured to bring up his children in the fear of 
Gor; for you find, that in the time of his ſon Enos, men 
began to call on the name of the Lok p; to aſſemble 
themſelves together, in order to join in publick wor- 
ſhip ; therefore it was neceſſary, that they ſhould avoid 
all ſociety with the wicked deſcendants of Cain. By 
the ſons of Gov, you are to underſtand thoſe who 
governed themſelves by the law of Gop, offered the 
ſacrifices which he appointed, and kept in mind the 
promiſe of a Redeemer: by the ſons and daughters of 
men, you are to underſtand thoſe who thought only of 
enjoying the preſent world, living in all kinds of luxury, 
extravagance, and vice; without any fear of Gop, or 
belief in his promiſes. 

Giants are people of an extraordinary large fatibs, 
endued with uncommon ſtrength. 


* Hingeſton on the Covenants. 
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SETH and his family were at firſt very careful to keep 
themſelves ſeparate from the deſcendants of Cain; but 
after a time, ſome of the ſons of Gop having beheld 
ſome of the daughters of men, fell in love with them 
for their beauty, and took wives from amongſt them. 
It may be eaſily imagined, that this mixture of good 
and wicked people, muſt be productive of very bad 
conſequences ; and that ſuch wives, would draw their 
huſbands from their duty; and fo it proved, for in the 
courſe of a ſew years, the whole earth (that is to ſay, 
ſo much as was inhabited) was filled with violence ; 
which means cruelty, outrage, and injuſtice of every 
kind. Many men, in all probability, had ſeveral wives; 
who having ſeparate intereſts, they and their children 
were continually at variance; which alone was ſufficient 
to produce univerſal diſcord ; and, as it is generally be- 
lieved, that Cain's poſterity worſhipped idols (perhaps 
images of the ſun, moon, and ftars, or even SATAN 
himſelf) inſtead of the true God, it is moſt likely, that 
theſe daughters of men and their impious relations, 
who now were mixed amongſt the ſons of Gop, that is 
to ſay, the true worſhippers of Gop, drew them away 
after their wicked abominations; ſo that the world 
muſt then have been a dreadful place, when men's lives 
were ſo long that they had leiſure to commit any enor- 
mities they could contrive, aſſiſted by the malice of 
the Devil, who is always ready to inſtigate thoſe to all 
manner of crimes, who forſake Gop. — 

After the flood, it pleaſed the ALuicaTy to con- 
tract the lives of men, which, I think, we ought to 
conſider as an act of mercy ; for tho' long life would 


certainly be a blefling to the world in general, provided 
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an perſons employed their time properly, in acts of 
piety to Gop and benevolence to their fellow - creatures; 
it muſt prove far otherwiſe when ** all fleſh had cor- 
rupted his way, and the earth was filled with violence. 
You read, that they had abuſed this gift of Gop to 
ſo great a degre, that © he repented having made men 
on the earth.” 
You know I told you formerly, that the ALuicauTty 
is a ſpirit, and has not bodily parts as we have, yet 
we find it neceſſary to ſpeak of his mouth, hands, &c, 
by which you are to underſtand, that he can converſe 
with us as well as if he had a tongue or mouth; 
can diſcover all that we ſay or do, as perfectly as if he 
had eyes and ears; and can reach us, as well as if he 
had hands and feet. When we make uſe of the ex- 
preſſion, Gop repented, you are to underſtand, that 
his patience and long-ſuffering had exceeded the utmoſt 
indulgence that mankind had reaſon to expect; and 
that he had determined to withdraw his favour, 
and inflit the puniſhment due to their wickedneſs. 
Gop, however, did, not bring a ſudden deſtruction on 
the earth, for he made his purpaſe known to Noah, 
who, with his family, were the only perſons that 
« walked with Gop;“ and he commanded him to 
preach righteouſneſs to the people, in order to perſuade 
them to leave their wicked purſuits; threatening, that 
the ALMIGHTY would certainly deſtroy them all, if 
they did not repent and turn from their fins. He like- 
wiſe ordered him to build an ark, a kind of veſſel fit ta 
float on the water, that himſelf and family, with ſome 
of every kind of beaſts, fowls, &c. might be preſerved in 
it by the providence of Gov. It was made of gopher- 
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wood, which is ſuppoſed to have been that of the 
eypreſs- tree, becauſe it is of a durable nature. 

The ark was not like the ſhips now in uſe, but 

built ſomewhat in the form of a farm-houſe ; with 
Ralls and cabbins for the lodgment of men and beaſts, 
and a ſloping covering at the top, like the roof of a 
houſe, for the wet to run off; and it was well pitched, 
to prevent the water from penetrating thro” it. As 
God ALmicnty was graciouſly pleaſed to direct 
Noah, both in regard to the form and dimenſions of 
it, you may be ſure, it was made exactly fit for the 
purpoſe of containing all the living creatures which were 
to be preſerved in it, as well as food to ſupport them 
during their confinement, All things are poſſible with 
Gov, and as he has an unlimited power over every thing 
that he has created, he could cauſe ſome of every kind 
to come to Noah; and I make no doubt he did fo. 
As for the meaning of the words clean and unclean, 
it is ſuppoſed,. that the former were thoſe beaſts and 
 fowts which were made uſe of in ſacrifices; the latter, 
thoſe which were never applied to ſuch holy purpoſes. 

I always feel myſelf greatly affected, when I read an 
account of this awful event: what a ſtriking inſtance it 
is of Gop ALMichrx's power, and likewiſe of his 
mercy toward thoſe that truly love and ſerve him ! 
Eight perſons only in the whole world were found righ- 
teous before Him, and thoſe he preſerved whilſt thou- 
ſands of the wicked were overwhelmed by this pW. 
erful flood ! In vain did the latter fly to the higheſt 
mountains to ſave themſelves, the wrath of Gop over- 
took them, but his faithful ſervants remained ſafe under 
his protection; neither the large body of waters which 
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ifued from the center of the earth, the torrents that 
poured from the ſky, nor the raging ſea with all its 
mighty waves, were permitted to hurt them, but they 
ſafely floated on the ſurface of the water, without one 
effort for their own preſervation : what indeed would 
the greateſt (kill have availed them in ſuch a ſituation, 
without the particular providence of the Al uicHTY ? 

Noah and his family muſt undoubtedly have had 
an entire dependence on the promiſes of Gop, and 
belief in his holy word, or they would have died with 
apprehenſion long before the expiration of their con- 
finement. Let this example make a deep impreſſion on 
your memory ; and if, in your future life, my dear 
child, you ſhould find yourſelf in any circumſtances of 
diſtreſs, think of their miraculous preſervation, and 
never deſpair ſo long as you have an ALMIGHTY pro- 
tector to flee to, who will either relieve you, or ſtrengthen 
you to bear whatever befalls you in this world, 

As Noah was found righteous, Gop promiſed to 
eſtabliſh his covenant with him, by which we may un- 
derſtand is meant the promiſe of a Saviour; and you 
read that as ſoon as he came out of the ark, he offered 
a ſacrifice, which you know I have already told you was 
a repreſentation of the great faerifice that was aſter- 
wards to be made by CHRIS for the fins of the world. 
Gor was gracioully pleaſed to accept it; and to reward 
his piety and faith he gave him (as he had before done 
to Adam) dominion over every living creature, and 
the additional privilege of uſing animals for food; with 
this reſtriction, that they ſhould not eat their blood, 
nor be cruel to them, but be convinced that they 
were perfectly dead before they taſted tl. em; and this 
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wood, which is ſuppoſed to have been that of the 


eypreſs- tree, becauſe it is of a durable nature. 
The ark was not like the ſhips now in uſe, but 
built ſomewhat in the form of a farm-houſe ; with 


Ralls and cabbins for the lodgment of men and beaſts, 


and a ſloping covering at the top, like the roof of a 
houſe, for the wet to run off; and it was well pitched, 
to prevent the water from penetrating thro' it. As 
God Al Mienry was graciouſly pleaſed to direct 
Noah, both in regard to the form and dimenſions of 
it, you may be ſure, it was made exactly fit for the 
purpoſe of containing all the living creatures which were 
to be preſerved in it, as well as food to ſupport them 
during their confinement, All things are poſſible with 
Gov, and as he has an unlimited power over every thing 
that he has created, he could cauſe ſome of every kind 
to come to Noah ; and I make no doubt he did fo. 
As for the meaning of the words clean and unclean, 
it is ſuppoſed,. that the former were thoſe beaſts and 


fowis which were made uſe of in ſacrifices; the latter, 


thoſe which were never applied to ſuch holy purpoſes. 

I always feel myſelf greatly affected, when I read an 
account'of this awful event : what a ſtriking inſtance it 
is of God ArtmicaTty's power, and likewiſe of his 
mercy toward thoſe that truly love and ſerve him ! 
Eight perſons only in the whole world were found righ- 
teous before Him, and thoſe he preſerved whilſt thou- 
ſands of the wicked were overwhelmed by this w- 
erful flood! In vain did the latter fly to the higheſt 
mountains to ſave themſelves, the wrath of Gop over- 
took them, but his faithful ſervants remained ſafe under 
his protection; neither the large body of waters which 
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ifued from the center of the earth, the torrents that 
poured from the ſky, nor the raging ſea with all its 
mighty waves, were permitted to hurt them, but they 
ſafely floated on the ſurface of the water, without one 
effort for their own preſervation : what indeed would 
the greateſt (kill have availed them in ſuch a ſituation, 
without the particular providence of the ALuicarty ? 

Noah and his family muſt undoubtedly have had 
an entire dependence on the promiſes of God, and 
belief in his holy word, or they would have died with 
apprehenſion long before the expiration of their con- 
finement. Let this example make a deep impreſſion on 
your memory ; and if, in your future life, my dear 
child, you ſhould find yourſelf in any circumſtances of 
diſtreſs, think of their miraculous preſervation, and 
never deſpair ſo long as you have an ALutcnTy pro- 
tector to flee to, who will either reheve you, or ſtrengthen 
you to bear whatever befalls you in this world. 

As Noah was found righteous, Gop promiſed to 
eſtabliſh his covenant with him, by which we may un- 
derſtand is meant the promiſe of a Saviour; and you 
read that as ſoon as he came out of the ark, he offered 
a ſacrifice, which you know I have already told you was 
a repreſentation of the great faerifice that was aſter- 
wards to be made by CHRISV for the fins of the world. 
God was gracioully pleaſed to accept it; and to reward 
his piety and faith he gave him (as he had before done 
to Adam) dominion over every living creature, and 
the additional privilege of uſing animals for food ; with 
this reſtriction, that they ſhould not eat their blood, 
nor be cruel to them, but be convinced that they 
were perfectly dead before they taſted ticm; and this 
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Is the reaſon why we roaſt and boil our meats, which, 
you know, are different limbs of beaſts and other 
animals. At the ſame time that Gop gave mankind 
permiſſion to uſe animals for food, he commanded that 
men ſhould never kill each other ; and that whoever 
diſobeyed in this particular, ſhould forfeit his own life : 
this law remains with us ſtill, for every one who com- 
mits murder is hanged for it. 

As a further encouragement to- Noah to continue 
faithful to God, he was pleaſed to promiſe him that he 


would never bring another univerſal flood to deſtroy the 


earth, and appointed the rainbow as a token which was 
to remain his faithful witneſs in the heavens, and fo it 
does to this day; and I am fully perſuaded that the 
World will never be deſtroyed by water any more, though 
perhaps ſome particular parts A it at different times 
may ſuffer by it. 

I dare ſay, my dear, you are too well convinced that 
the B1BLE is the word of Gop, ever to entertain any 
doubts of the truth of the hiſtory of the deluge ; but it 


may notwithſtanding be a ſatisfaction to you to know, 


that there are viſible proofs of it remaining in the earth 
at this time. In many parts of the world, at the tops 
of very high mountains, hundreds of miles from the ſea, 
are found large beds of ſhells, bones, and teeth of 
fiſhes, and a variety of other things, which plainly ſhew 
that the waters muſt once have covered the higheſt parts 
of the earth; beſide all theſe, if I were not fearful of 
confuſing you, I could bring many proofs from hiſtory 
to ſhew you, that the inhabitants of every nation in the 
world have ſome tradition concerning the flood, but 
this will make a part of your future ſtudies, 
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I dare ſay, my dear, you think it very ſtrange, that 
Noah ſhould intoxicate himſelf, and be guilty of {6 
much indecency ; to be ſure it is a great blemiſh in his 
character, and ſerves to ſhew the weakneſs of human 
nature, but perhaps he did not know what effect the 
liquor would produce; or being old and weak, a ſmall 
quantity might overcome him: however, it ſhould be 
a caution to every perſon to abſtain from ſtrong drink, 
for none can tell what ſins and follies they may commit, 
when they have deprived themſelves of the uſe of their 
reaſon. 

I muſt not paſs over the behaviour of Noah's ſons. 
Ham, inſtead of concealing his father's weakneſs, made 
him the ſubje& of his ſcorn and deriſion; but the others, 
actuated by duty and reſpect for their venerable parent, 
were heartily ſorry that any thing ſhould leſſen the dig- 
nity of his character; they could not bear to be eye- 
witneſſes of his ſhame, and they did every thing in their 
power to prevent its being obſerved by others, - How 
amiable is ſuch a conduct, my dear, and worthy your ' 
imitation ! | 

Noah when he awoke was very ſenſible of what had 
been done, and you may be ſure was extremely offend- 
ed; in order, therefore, to puniſh Ham, he made 
known to him the purpoſes of Gop concerning his 
deſcendants ; for the ALMIGHTY had revealed to Noah 
what ſhould befall his poſterity, and from' which of his 
ſons the promiſed ſeed ſhould come; he therefore de- 
clared to Ham (the father of Canaan) that Canaan 
ſhould be curſed, and a ſervant of ſervants to his 
brethren ; which is generally ſuppoſed to mean, that 
the poſterity of Canaan ſhould be in ſubjection to the 
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families of Shem and Japheth. I ſhall have occaſion 
. EE ang 
proved ſo. 

J am fearful, my dear, that you will be puzzled by 
any attempt of mine to explain the bleſſing that Noah 
pronounced on Shem and Japheth, therefore you muſt 
have patience till your mind is ſtronger, and then 1 
ſhall put into your hands a book which I dare ſay will 
ſatisfy your enquiries ; in the mean time it will be ſuf- 
ficient to tell you, that this bleſſing contains a prophecy 
that the Saviour of the world was to deſcend from Shem, 
and that the poſterity of Japheth ſhould be numerous and 
powerful; which was exactly fulfilled, as you will find if 
you give attention to the ſtudy of the hiſtories of diffe- 
rent nations, but I would have you firſt of all acquaint- 
ed with the facred volume. And as I ſhall have frequent 

occaſion to ſpeak to you concerning prophecies, wilt 
now tell you the meaning of the word. Gop Ar- 
MIGHTY (as I have told you before) knows all things, 
paſt, preſent, and to come, and therefore he can make 
known to others whatſoever pleaſeth him. Before his 
will was ſo generally publiſhed as it now is, he fre- 
quently revealed it to particular perſons, and enabled 
them by his Spirit to foxetel to others what he deſigned 
at ſome future time to bring to paſs in the world; 
which being fulfilled accordingly, proved the wiſdom 
and foreknowledge of the Al ui eHH Y; for no man 
could of himſelf diſcover future events, therefore this 
ſerved to confirm the belief of a God, a truſt in his 
5 55 and a dread of his threatenings: thoſe pos 
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n ſons who related what the Loxp had ſpoken, were 
called prophets. Noah, in reſpe& to the future con- 
dition of his deſcendants, was certainly one. | 
The flood happened 1656 years after the creation of 
the world, and 2349 years before the birth of CHRIST. 
The ſpace of time from the creation to the flood is 
called the firſt age of the world. 


1 
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ND the whole earth was of one lan- 
guage, and of one ſpeech. 

And it came to paſs as they journeyed 
from the eaſt, that they found a plain in the 
land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. 

And they ſaid one to another, Go to, let 
us make brick, and burn them throughly. 
And they had brick for ſtone, and ſlime _ 
they for morter. 

And they ſaid, Go to, let us build us a 
city and a tower, whoſe top may reach unto 
heaven; and let us make us a name, leſt 
we be ſcattered abroad upon the face of the 
whole earth. 

And the Loxp came down to ſee the city 
and the tower, which the children of men 
builded. 

And the Lorp ſaid, Behold, the people 
is one, and they have all one language; and 
this they begin to do: and now nothing will 

be 
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be reſtrained from them, which they have 
imagined to do. 

Go to, let us go down, and there con- 
ſound their language, that they may not un- 
derſtand one another's ſpeech. | 

So the Lonp ſcattered them abroad from 
thence upon the face of all the earth: _ 
they left off to build the cit. 

Therefore is the name of it called Babel, 
becauſe the Loxp did there confound the 
language of all the earth: and from thence 
did the Loxp ſcatter them abroad upon the 
face of the whole earth, 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS, 


The event of which you have been reading, my dear, 
ſeems to have been a puniſhment inflicted upon the de- 
ſcendants of Noah for their pride and arrogance ; per- 
haps, they began to forget that they were mortal men, 
entirely dependent upon Gop (as they ſtill hved to 
be ſome hundred years old); therefore divine wiſdom 
might find it neceſſary, to awaken them to a ſenſe of 
his power and their weakneſs, by ſome aſtoniſhing 
miracle; to recal them to their duty, and teach thoſe 
who ſhould come after, that all the ſchemes of the am- 
bitious may be fruſtrated in an inſtant of time, by his 
almighty arm, 


As 
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- As' mankind multiplied exceedinply faſt, it would 
have been impoſſible for them all to have continued in 
the city of the plain of Shinar ; therefore it is moſt hke- 


ly, that thoſe who built it, and firſt dwelt there, would 1 
have been under the neceſiity of driving the younger h 
inhabitants away by violent means; fo this event, 

ſerved not only to diſappoint thoſe who were endeavour- 8 
ing to exalt themſelves above the bounds which God 

preſcribed them, but was, likewiſe, a great act of y 
mercy in the ALmicaTy towards ſucceeding genera- 
tions, who would have found it more difficult to diſ 

perſe after the earth had for a long time been over-run ; 
with briars and brambles, and annoyed with wild beaſts. a 


Nothing could more effectually oblige them to ſepa- 

rate, than their not being able to underſtand others, 
or to be underſtood themſelves; it was natural, that 
thoſe who could converſe with each other, ſhould wiſh 
to live together ; and accordingly, depart' in ſearch of 

a place, where they might have a quiet abode: and as 
there were now ſeveral languages inſtead of one, this 
occaſioned the whole earth to be overſpread by man- 
kind, who founded the different nations that have ſince | 
inhabited the world, 

Vuoou are not yet old enough to take pleaſure in ſtudy- 
ing the genealogies which are ſet down in the bible, 
ſhewing how the ſtem of Noah ſpread into branches 
almoſt innumerable; therefore, I ſhall only mention 
the patriarchs (or fathers of families) who deſcended 
from Shem, and lived in the age after the flood ; with 
a view to ſhew you the line of the promiſed ſeed, or 

„ SAVIOUR, | 
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Genealogy of Suren“. 


SHEM when 100 years old had a ſon named Au- 
PHAXAD, after which he lived 500 years : the whole of 
his life therefore was 600. - 

AgPHaxaD, when 35, had a ſon named SaLaH, 
after which he lived 403 years, in all 438. 

SaLan, when zo, had a ſon named EER (from 
whom his deſcendants were called Hebrews) after which 
he lived 403 years, in all 433. 

EBER, when 34, had a ſon named pilze, alter 
which he lived 430 years, in all 464. 

PsLEG, when zo, had a fon named Rev; after 
which he lived 209 years, in all 239. 1 | 

Rev, when 432, had a fon named $znvs, after 
which he lived 207 years, in all 239. 

SzxuG, when zo, had a ſon named Nano, after 
which he lived 200 years, in all 230. 

Nanor, when 29, had a ſon named Tzrxan, after 
which he lived 119 years, in all 148. 

TERAH, when 70, had a ſon named ABRAu, that 
remarkable perſon whoſe hiſtory you are going to read. 
From the flood to the call of Abram, is the ſecond age 
of the world. 

Terah the father of W had three ſons, Abram, 
Nahor, and Haran, the laſt of whom died before his 
father in the land of Ur, his native country, leaving 
behind him one fon named Lot, and two daughters, 


Milcah who was married to her uncle Nahor, and Sarai 


who was married to her uncle Abram. 


* Stackhouſe on the Bible, page 153. 
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ND Abram and Nahor took them 
wives, and the name of Abram's 
| wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor's 
wife Milcah. But Sarai had no child. 

And Terah took Abram his ſon, and 
Lot the ſon of Haran, his ſon's ſon, and 
Sarai his daughter-in-law, his ſon Abram's 
wife ; and they went forth with them from 
Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land of 
Canaan, and they came unto Haran and 
- dwelt there. 

And Terah died in Haran. 

Now the Lorp had ſaid vnto Abram, 
Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy father's houſe, unto 
a land that I will ſhew thee, 

And I will make of thee a great nation, 
and I will bleſs thee, and make thy name 
great; and thou ſhalt be a bleſſing. 

; And 
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And I will bleſs them that bleſs thee, and 
curſe him that curſeth thee : and in thee 
ſhall all the families of the earth be bleſſed. 

So Abram departed, as the Lorp had 
ſpoken unto him; and Lot went with him: 
and Abram was ſeventy and five years old 
when he departed out of Haran, | 

And Abram took Sarai his wife, ad 
Lot his brother's ſon, and all their ſubſtance 
that they had gathered, and the fouls that 
they had gotten in Haran; and they went 
forth to go into the land of Canaan, and 1 into 
the land of Canaan they came. 

And Abram paſſed through the land 
unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of 
Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the 
land. 

And the Loxp appeared unto. Abram, 
and ſaid, Unto thy ſeed will I give this land: 
and there builded he an altar unto the Lorp, 
who appeared unto him. | | 

And he removed from thence unto a 
mountain on the eaſt of Beth-el, and pitched 
his tent, having Beth- el on the weſt, and 
Hai on the eaſt: and there he builded an 
altar unto the Lox p, and called upon the 
name of the Logo, 

And 
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And Abram journeyed, going on till 
towards the ſouth. 

And there was a famine in the land: and 
Abram went down into Egypt to ſojourn 
there. 

And he had fs; and oxen, and he- aſſes, 
and men- ſervants, and maid-ſervants, and 
Me- aſſes, and camels. 

And Abram went up out of Egypt, 
he, and his wife, and all that he had, and 
Lot with him, into the ſouth. 

And Abram was very rich in cattle, in 
ſilver, and in gold. | 

And he went on his journeys from the 
ſouth, even to Beth-el, unto the place where 
his tent had been at the beginning, between 

Beth-el and Hai, 

- Unto the place of the altar, which he had 
made there at the firſt: and there Abram 
called on the name of the Loxn. 

And Lot alſo which went with Abram, 
had flocks, and herds, and tents. 

And the land was not able to bear them, 
that. they might dwell together : for their 
ſubſtance was great, fo that they could not 
dwell together. 


And 
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And there was a ſtrife between the herd- 
men of Abram's cattle, and the herdmen 
of Lot's cattle: and the Canaanite, and the 
Perizzite dwelled then in the land. 

And Abram ſaid unto Lot, Let there be no 
ſtrife, I pray thee, between me and thee, 
and between my herdmen and thy herdmen : 
for we be brethren. 

Is not the whole land before thee ? Sepa- 
rate thyſelf, I pray thee, from me: if thou 
wilt take to the left hand, then I will go to 
the right; or if thou depart to the right 
hand, then I will go to the left. 

And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld 
all the plain of Jordan, that it was well 
watered every where, before the Lord de- 
ſtroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the 
garden of the Loxd, like the land of Egypt, 
as thou comeſt unto Zoar. 

Then Lot choſe him all the plain of Jor- 
dan; and Lot journeyed eaſt: and they ſepa- 
rated themſelves the one from the other. 

Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, 
and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, 
and pitched his tent towards Sodom. 

But the men of Sodom were wicked, and 
ſinners before the Loxb exceedingly. 


| | ANNO- 


. HISTORY OF ABRAM. 


wo 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


We find, that the greateſt part of the people in the 
world, were in Abram's time idolaters ; before we 
proceed any farther, it will be neceſſary to inform you, 
my dear, what is meant by idolatry : it is the worſhip- 
ping, or paying divine honours, ſuch as prayers, praiſes, 
thankſgivings, and ſacrifices, to any but the true Gov, 
the Creator of heaven and earth. It will appear ſtrange 
to you, that any perſons ſhould be abſurd enough to do 
ſo, but I can aſſure you, that it was the practice of 
whole nations ; which you may be certain was highly 
diſpleaſing to the Alu Hr. To learn how it was 
firlt introduced, will lead us into enquiries above your 
tender years; I ſhall therefore only tell you, that by 
degrees mankind, affecting to be wiſe, ſuffered them- 
ſelves to depart from the true belief of Gov, and to 
imagine a great variety of gods; nay, there is ſcarcely 
any thing in nature which has not, at one time or other 
been the ſubje& of adoration : angels, devils, the fouls 
of men, the ſun, moon, and ſtars, the fowls of the air, 
the fiſhes, birds, beaſts, inſects, fire, water, ſerpents, nay, 
even ſtinking herbs. God was pleaſed: to ſuffer theſe 
abominations to prevail for a time, perhaps, to give 
occafion for diſplaying his wiſdom and goodneſs ; of 
which, we ſhould not have had fuch ſtriking inſtances, 
if his power had immediately deſtroyed thoſe falſe wor- 
ſhippers : the ALmiGnTy, however, reſolved to mani- 
felt himſelf to the world, that all men might know 
when they ſaw his mighty acts, that he was the only 
ſupreme governor and d:ſpoſer of all things ; for this 
purpoſe, he determined to chooſe for himſelf a peculiar 
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people, amongſt whom he would maintain his honour, 
and keep up the expectation of the promiſed Sa vious. 
The ALmicHtY, therefore, leaving the idolatrous 
nations to follow their wicked abominations for a ſeaſon, 
revealed his purpoſe to. Abram, (who, without doubt, 
was particulary ſtedfaſt in his piety towards God) 
and promiſed, that if he would obey his voice, he 
would make of him a great nation, and in his ſeed 
ſhould all the nations of the earth be bleſſed ; wich laſt 
words we underſtand to mean, that from him ſhould 
deſcend, at the appointed time, the Saviour of the 
World. You find, Abram, without the leaſt heſita- 
tion, immediately left his native home, and ſet out 
journeying from place to place; and built an altar 
wherever he took up his, abode, that he might fully 
expreſs his faith by offering ſacrifices and prayers. 
We ſhould learn from this leſſon, a ready obedience 
to the will of Go, notwithſtanding it may appear con- 
trary to our worldly intereſt, Indeed, we muſt not 
expect that God will appear to us as he did to Abram, - 
nor is there occaſion for him to do ſo ; becauſe thoſe 
purpoſes of his providenee, for which he fo particularly 
directed this good patriarch, have been completed; 
and his holy word is publiſhed, from whence all man- 
kind may learn the will of the ALurcHrTty ; itabounds 
with precepts and inſtruction, enforced by exemplary 
biſtories ; which plainly prove, that every duty required 
of us has been performed by ſome of the human race. 
I beg you will remark the friendly and polite beha- 
viour of Abram towards Lot : if all relations were as 
ready to accommodate each other, there would be more 
peace and harmony, than are at preſent ta be found in 
the world, 
Vos. I. E SECT, 
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ND the Lox ſaid unto Abram after 
that Lot was ſeparated from him, Lift 
up now thine eyes, and look from the place 
where thou art, northward, and ſouthward, 
and eaſtward, and weſtward. 

For all the land which thou ſeeſt, to thee 
will I give it, and to thy ſeed for ever. 

And I will make thy ſeed as the duſt, of 
the earth; ſo that if a man can number the 
duſt of the * then en ſeed alſo be 
numbered. n 

Ariſe, walk through the land in the length 
of it, and in the breadth of it: for I will 
give it unto thee. 

Then Abram removed his tent, and came 
and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is 
in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the 
Lord. 

After theſe things the word of the Loxp 
came unto Abram in a viſion, ſaying, Fear 

| not 
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not Abram: I am thy ſhaeld, and * ex- 
ceeding great reward. 

And Abram faid, Lon po Gop EO wile 
thou give me, ſeeing I go childleſs, and the 
ſteward of my houfe is this Eliezar of 0s 
maſcus ? | 

And Abram ſaid, Behold to me thou haſt 
given no ſeed: and lo! one born in my — 
is mine heir. 

And behold the word of the Lonp came 
unto him, faying, This — not be thine 
heir. 

And he brought him forth d ani 
ſaid, Look now towards heaven, and tell the 
ſtars if thou be able to number them. And 
he ſaid unto him, ſo-ſhall thy ſeed be. | 
And he believed in the Lonn, and he 
counted it to him for righteouſneſs, | 
And he ſaid unto him, I am the Lond 
that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, 
to give thee this land to inherit it. 

And he ſaid, Loxp God, whereby Gall 
I know that I ſhall inherit it? | 

And he ſaid unto him, Take me an heifet 
of three years old, and à ſhe goat of three 
years old, and a ram of three years old, and 
a 2 and a young pigeon. f 

E 2 And 
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And he took unto him all theſe, and divid- 
ed them in the midſt, and laid each piece 
one againſt another, but the birds OY 
he riot. 

And when the fowls came down upon ths 
eben Abram drove them away. | 
And when the ſun was going dow, a 
deepiſleep fell upon Abram; and lo, an hor- 
ror of great darkneſs fell upon him. 
And he ſaid unto Abram, Know of a ſure- 
ty that thy ſeed ſhall be a ſtranger in a land 
that is not their's, and ſhall ſerve them, and 
they ſhall afflict them four hundred years. 

And alſo that nation whom they ſhall ſerve, 
will I judge: and afterwards they ſhall come 
out with great ſubſtance. 

And thou ſhalt go to thy fathers in peace, 
e ſhalt be buried in a good old age. 
But in the fourth generation they ſhall 
come hither again, for the r of the 
ü e is not yet full. 

And it came to paſs, that when the fun 
went down, and it was dark, behold a ſmok⸗ 
ing furnace and a burning lamp that eb 
between thoſe pieces. ö 

In that ſame day the Loxp ola a COVE-+ 
nant Huang Abram, ſaying, Unto thy ſeed 
have 
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have 1 given this land, from the river -of 
Fgypt unto the great river, the river Eu- 


phrates. 
The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, jr the 


Kadmonites, and the Hitrites,. and the Pe- 


rizzites, and the Rephaims, * 
And the Amorites, and the Canaanites, 


311 
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How highly was this at Bs perſon: diſtinguiſhed by 
the ALu1GHTY ! I am ſure it muſt, give von great 
pleaſure to read his hiſtory, and fill you with admiration 
at the goodneſs and condeſcenſion of the ALuiGarty ; 
eſpecially when I tell you, it was not merely for Abram's 
fake that theſe glorious promiſes were made, all ſuc- 
ceeding generations were to fr as 
you will find hereafter. 

Reconſy aid wackier is th wc d. to 
the promiſes made to Abram, I have omitted a chap- 
ter which I thought might divert you from it ; and think 
it will be ſufficient to tell you here, that the king of 
Sodom with other confederate kings fought a battle with 
Chedorlaomer and his allies, in which the latter proved. 
victorious, and Lot and his whole family who dwelt in 
Sodom were taken priſoners ; upon which Abram 
armed his ſervants, to the number of three hundred and 
eighteen, purſued the victors, ſubdued them, and reſ- 
cued Lot and his family. 

E 3 I ſhall 
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I hall not attempt to explain to you the -particulars 
of the ceremony which Abram was required to per- 
form, in order to obtain a ſatisfactory ſign that Gon 
would ſend him a ſon, becauſe it would be difficult to 
accommodate myſelf to your underſtanding ; ſhall there. 
ſore only tell you, that the burning and ſhining lamp 
was a token of the Divine Preſence, and confirmed 
Abram's faith in the joyful promiſe which the Ar- 
utonrr had vouchſafed to make, This promiſe, 
however, was not- immediately fulfilled, though every 
thing came exactly to paſs in proceſs of time. 

The nations who were to be ſubdued by Abram's 
poſterity were all wicked idolaters, and God's fore- 


knowledge enabled him to tell that they would proyoks 
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OW Sarai Abram's wife bare him no 
children: and ſhe had an hand-maid, 
an Egyptian, whoſe name was Hagar. 

And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her 
maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to her 
huſband Abram to be his wiſe. 

And her miſtreſs was deſpiſed in her eyes. 

And Sarai ſaid unto Abram, My wrong 
be u upon, thee ; for I have given my maid into 
thy boſom, and now I am deſpiſed in her 
eyes; the Lorp Judge between me and 
thee. 

But Abram aid unto Sarai, Behold, my 
maid is in thy hand; do to her as ĩt pleaſeth 
thee. And when Sarai dealt adh wich her, 
ſhe fled from her face. 

And the angel of the Lond found her by x 
a fountain of water in the wilderneſs, by the 
fountain i in the way to Shur, he 
E 4 —_ 
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And he ſaid, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence 


cameſt thou? and whither wilt thou go? 


And ſhe ſaid, I flee from the face of my 


miſtreſs Sarai. 


And the angel of the Loxp ſaid unto her, 
Return to thy miſtreſs,” and: febmn thyſelf 
under her hands. 

And the angel of the Lozxp faid unto her, 
J will multiply thy ſeed exceedingly, that it 
mall not be numbered for multitude. 

And the angel of the Loxp ſaid unto her, 
Behold, thou ſhalt bear 4 ſon, and thou 
ſhalt call his name Iſhmael ; becauſe che 
Lox hath heard thy affliction. 

And he will be a wild man; his hand will 


be againſt every man, and every man's hahd 


againſt him : and he ſhall dwell in the pe: 
ſence of all his brethren; 

And Hagar bare Abram a ſon : and Abram 
called his ſon's name, which Hagar bare, 
Iſhmael. Fr 
And Abram was fourſcore and fix years 
old when Hagar bare Iſhmael to Abram, _ 

And when Abram was ninety years old 
and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, 
and ſaid unto him, I am the ArmicuTty 
Gov ; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 
1334 EL 5 1 And 
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And 1 will make my covenant between 
me and thee, and I will epd thee ex 


ceedingly. 
And Abram fell on . face x :: and: PUR 
talked with him ſaying; sn 


As for me, behold, my covenant is with 
thee; and thou. ſhalt be a father of ne 
nations. iet el 

Neither mall ns name be called any 
more Abram; but thy name ſhall-be Abra- 
ham ; for a-father of _—_— nations have I. 
made thee. br? 1.5162 nick 

And: I will. make thee ack fruitful, 
and I will: make nations of thee; ee 
ſhall come out of thee. 17:08 

And I will eftabliſh my covenant PAPER 
me and thee, and thy ſeed after thee, initheir. 
generations, for an everlaſting 'covenanty 
to be a Gop. unto-thee,. aged to thy NT: 
thee. | 

And I will give unto: EY * to „ thy 
ſeed after thee, the land wherein thou art a 
ſtranger, all the land of Canaan; for an ever- 
laſting poſſeſſion; and I will be their Gp. 

And Gop ſaid unto Abraham, Thou ſhalt 
keep my- covenant therefore; thou, and thy 


iced after thee, in their generations. 
F W's. * This 
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This is my covenant, which ye ſhall keep 
between, me, and you, and thy feed after 
thee: Every male- child amongſt you ſhall be 
circumciſed. 

And it ſhall be atoken of the covenant 
between me and you. 

And the ene ſhall be 
cut off from his people: he hath broken my 
covenant. 

And Gop ſaid unto adi: as | for Sarai 
thy wife, thou ſhalt not call her name Sarai, 
but Sarah ſhall her name be. 

And I will bleſs her, and e chart 
alſo of her: yea, I will bleſs her, and ſhe 
ſhall be a mother of nations; kings of =. 
ple ſhall be of her. 

And Abraham ſaid: unto Gov, O chat 
nn might live before thee | 

God ſaid, Sarah thy wife ſhall bear 
a a fon indeed ; and thou ſhalt call his name 
Iſaac: and I will eſtabliſh my covenant with 
him for an everlaſting covenant, and with 
_ ſeed after him. 

Aud as for Iſhmael, I have heard thee: 
Behold, I have bleſſed him, and will make 
him fruitful, and I will make of him a great 
nation. 


But 
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But my covenant will I eſtabliſn with 
Ifaac, which Sarah ſhalt bear unto thee at | 
this ſet time in the next year. Ft 

And he left off talking with bim, * 
Gop went up from Abraham. | 
And Abraham took Iſhmael his its and 
all that were born in his houſe, and all that 
were bought with money, every male among 
the men of Abraham's houſe; and-cireum- 
ciſed them, in the ſelf· ſame day as Go hac 
ſaid unto him. a6 

And Abraham was ninety years old and 
nine, when he was circumciſed. 


ANNOTATIONS. AND REFLECTIONS.. 


The ſtory of Hagar, my dear, is above your compre- 
henſion at preſent; and therefore, I ſhould have left 
it out, as I have others for the ſame reaſon, but that: 
it was neceſſary to inform you of the birth of Iſhmael : 
when you are older, and capable of ſtudying the Bible 
in a more comprehenſive manner, it will be time enough 
for you to conſider, what at prong, would only puz- 
zle and perplex you. 

Hagar appears to have been guilty of a fault in lo 
her miſtreſs with diſreſpe& ; but Sarah ſhould not have 
reſented it with. ſo much ſeverity, as to drive her away 
to periſh ; which muſt have been the caſe, had nat 
Gon vouchſafed to appear, to comfort and adviſe her 

. to 
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to return; promiſing her, that the ſon ſhe would ſhottly 
have, ſhould, be the father of a great nation, which 
was exactly fulfilled. 1 canndt think it was a created 
being chat appeared to Hagar, becauſe he fays, 1 will 
greatly multiply thy ſeed,” &c. now ſuch an act muſt 
be performed by the ALluIHRHT V, therefore I am firmly 
perſuaded; that rn means, a mani- 
feſtarion of God's preſence. - x4 4 


* 


Abram having obtained a ſon, _m to "think Fo 
he was the perfon from whom the great and mighty 
nation ſhould proceed, in whom all the families of the 
earth ſhould be bleſſed; | but. ſhortly after, Gop vouch- 
ſafed to renew his promiſe, and to inform him, that 
Sarai ſhould have a ſon; and at the ſame time, to 
change his name to one more grand and honourable, 
and likewiſe that of his wife. n 

ABRam ſigniſies high father, AB RAHAu the facher 
of a great multitude; Sa KAT a princeſs, ' Saran a 
mother (or princeſs) of many nations : in thoſe early 
ages the heads of families had, the ſupreme command 
over their deſcendants and domeſtics, therefore they 
were properly called princes and princeſſes. 

The covenant or agreement which God was pleaſed 
to make with Abraham on his part is ſo fully expreſſed, 
that I need ſay no more to you of it: but you wiſh to 
know, perhaps, the meaning of the ceremony which 
he required Abraham to perform as a token of his faith 
an Gov, and reſolution to continue obedient ; it con- 
Iiſted in his making a mark in his fleſh, to diſtinguiſh 
him from unbelievers ; but it is not at all neceſſary for 
you to be inſtructed how the rite of circumciſion was 
arranged as it is now let ande by God's . 
"4 an 
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and inſtead of it we chriſtians are baptized, or as it i 
commonly called, chriſtened, The good old patriarch 
would have been, {atisfied. with Iſhmael, but God or- 
dained it otherwiſe ; perhaps becauſe his mother was an 
Egyptian, and Sarah of the ſame country and family as 
Abraham. However, there was a promiſe made to 
him for Iſhmael alſo, to the ſame effect as had been 
made to his mother Hagar, and it came exactly to pals ; 
nay, I aſſure you it is at this very time fulfillmgan the 
world; for there is a nation called the Arabs, the u- 
doubted deſcendants of Iſhmael, who live in tents, and 
in every particular as Gop foretold he ſhould do“: but 
we muſt keep our attention fixed at 2 to be er. 
pectation of the promiſed ſeed. of 

You have much entertainment in ſtore for vou, ik you 
can but acquire a ſolid taſte for reading, and will re. 
ſtrain your curioſity for idle fictitious ſtories that can 
afford no real improvement, but will only entice you 
to waſte your time, which was given you to i 
ed in other purpoſes. 


* Newton on the Prophecies. 
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Nb the Loxp appeared unto Abraham 
in the plains of Mamre : and he fat in 
the tent-door in the heat of the day. 
And he lift up his eyes and looked, and 
lo, three men ſtood by him : and when he 
faw them, he ran to meet them from the 
tent-door, and bowed himſelf toward the 
ground. 
And ſaid, My Loxp, if now I have found 
favour in thy ſight, paſs not away, I pray 
thee, from thy ſervant. 

Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, 
and waſh your feet, and reſt yourſelves under 
the tree : 

And I will fetch a morſel of bread, and 
comfort ye your hearts; after that ye ſhall 
paſs on: for therefore are ye come to your 
ſervant, And they ſaid, So do as thou haſt 

ſaid. A 


And 


meaſures of fine meal, knead it, and make 
cakes upon the hearth. 


And Abraham ran unto 'the herd, an 


fetched a calf tender and goad, and gave it 
unto a young man; and he haſted to dreſs 
it. 

And he took butter and milk, and the 
calf which he had dreſſed, and ſet it before 


them; and he ſtood by them under the tree, 


and they did eat. 


And they ſaid unto him, Where is Sarah 


thy wife? And he ſaid, Behold in the tent. 

And he ſaid, I will certainly return unto 
thee according to the time of life; and 
Sarah thy wife-ſhall have a fon. And Sarah 
heard it in the tent-door, which was behind 
them, | 
And the men roſe up from hack and 
looked towards Sodom : and Abraham went 
with them, to bring them on the way. 
And the Lonp faid, Shall I hide from 
Abraham that thing which I do? 

Seeing that Abraham ſhall ſurely become 
a great and mighty nation, and all the na- 
tions of the earth ſhall be bleſſed in him ? 
| For 
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And Abraham haſtened into the tent unto 
Sarah, and ſaid, Make ready quickly three 


% HISTORY OP ABRAHAM: 
For I know him, that he will command 
his children and his houſhold after him, and 
they ſhall keep the way of the Loxp, to do 
juſtice and judgment; that the LoxD may 
bring upon Abraham that which he hath 
vr of him. 

And the Loxp ſaid, Becauſe the cry of 
Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and becauſe 
their ſin is very grievous; 

I will go down. now, and ſee whether they 
have done altogether according to the cry 
of it, which is come unto me; and if not; 
1 will know. | 
And the men turned their: faces from 
thence, and- went towards Sodom: but 
Abraham ſtood yet before the Lond. 
And Abraham drew near, and faid, Walt 
thou alſo deſtroy the * wich _ 
wicked ? 
Peradventure there be fifty e 
within the city: wilt thou alſo deſtroy and 
not ſpare the place for the fifty righteous 
that are therein? 

That be far from thee: to do after this 
manner, to flay the righteous with the 
wicked: and that the righteous ſhall be as 
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the wicked, that be far from thee :- ſhall not 
the Judge of all the; earth do right 
And the Lox faid, If 1 find in Sodom 
fifty righteous within the city, then 1 will 
ſpare all the place for their ſakes. | 
And Abraham anſwered and faid, Behold 
now, I have taken upon me to ſpeak unto 

the LoRD, which am but duſt and aſhes, 
Peradventure there ſhall lack five of the 
fifty righteous :-- wilt thou : deſtroy all the 
city for lack of five? And he ſaid, If I find 
there forty and five, I will not deſtrop i joey 
And he ſpake unto kim yet again, and 
ſaid, Peradventure there ſhall be forty found. 
there? And _ _ 1 will: not do it for 
| forty's dale; 8 — an tit 
And he ſaid ano - let not the L'6xD 
be angry, and 1 will ſpeak, Peradventure 
there ſhall be thirty found there ? And be 

ſaid, I will not do it if I find thirty there. 
And he ſaid, behold now I have r 
upon me to ſpeak unto the Lond, peradyen- 
ture there ſhall be twenty found there? And 
he ſaid, 1 will not n it | for me 
lake, | 
And he ſaid; 0 let not the Los be an- 
dry, and T will ſpeak yet but this once; 
Peradventure 
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Peradyenture there ſhall be teri found there ? 
And he ſaid, 1 will not deſtroy it for ten's 
fake, 

And the Loxb went his way as ſoon as 
he had left communing with Abraham, and 
TOUTE returned unto. Ud {PRE 


4 0, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


07 


ad aaa aberwotibiats as we now 
have for the accommodation of travellers, and therefore 
when, they came to a town they were [obliged to abide 
the fireets all night, unleſs they were received into 
vate houſes ; but it was uſual for the better fort of 
people to invite ſtrangers, and entertain them with great 
civility: in compliance with this hoſpitable cuſtom, 
Abraham no ſooner ſaw three travellers . advancing ito 
his tent, than he haſtened zo receive. them ; and obſerr- 


ing great dignity in their appearance, addrefled them 


with the utmoſt humility. 

One of theſe heavenly gueſts ſeems to have been 
ſuperior to the others, for you find that Abraham aſter- 
wards called him Load; and when he was pleading 
with him for Sodom and Gomorrah, he ſtiles him, The 
Judge of all the earth: for theſe, and other reaſons 


which have been produced, many learned men have 


ſappoled, that it was really -Goy who manifeſted” his 

preſence to him: but I beg you will not ſuppoſe, that 

he really beheld Gop as we ſee ane another, for that I 

have told you is impoſible; at Jhe ſame time that he 
was 
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was thus ſeen by Abraham, he was in all places; there- 
fore his appearance only ferved to convince this faithful 
ſervant, that he was actually under the favour and P- 
tection of the DiYIXE BEING. 

After having been told that Abraham was a mighty 
prince, and Sarah a princeſs, I ſuppoſe you are ſurprined 
to hear of their employing themſelves in preparing an 
entertainment for their gueſts ; but you are to conſi 
that Abraham might have diſcovered that they were. 
heavenly viſitors, and therefore reſolved to ſhew them 
all poſlible attention and reſpect. . 

Beſides, in thoſe early ages, people of rank 1 
themſelves very differently from what they have occaſion 
to do in theſe times; becauſe they have now a variety 
of accommodations, which in former days were not in 
uſe ; they ſhould, however, be at all times ready to 
perform acts of benevolence, kindneſs, and hoſpitality, 
though they are not required to receive every ſtranger 
into their houſes, nor to perform thoſe menial offices 
for their gueſts, which they keep ſervants .on purpoſe 
to execute. And they may learn from the examples of 
Abraham and Sarah, to treat thoſe who are their occa- 
ſional viſitors with the utmoſt civility, and endeavour 
to make their ſtay with them as agreeable as poſſible. - 

You are not to underſtand, my dear, that Abraham's 
petitions for the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah could 
really alter the purpoſes of God ; without doubt the 
ALMIGHTY knew there were not ten righteous perſons 
in them, but he might ſuffer Abraham to plead fo ear- 
neſtly for them, in order :o convince him that they 
really deſerved their fate ; and that what Abraham was 


Per- 
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permitted to ſay in their behalf, might be recorded; 
that all ſueceeding generations might know it was a 
juſt judgment which was brought upon the wicked 
inhabitants of thoſe cities. If there were not even ten 
righteous perſons in them, how abominable muſt they 


have been in the ſight of ſo ge * a being 
as GoD eurer n 
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Tar HISTORY or ABRAHAM eonTixvey. 
 DzsTRUVCTION oH SODOM AN 
GOMORRAH. | | WOOL POP 


AD there came two Angels to Sodom 
at even; and Lot fat. in the gate of 
Sodom: and Lot ſeeing them, roſe up to 
meet them; and he bowed himſelf with his 
face toward the ground; 

And he ſaid, Behold now, my lords, turn 
in, I pray you, unto your ſervant's houſe, 
and tarry all night, and waſh your feet, and 
ye ſhall riſe up early, and go on your ways. 

And they ſaid, Nay, but we will abide in 
the ſtreet all night. 

And he preſſed upon them greatly; and 
they turned in unto him, and entered into 
his houſe: and he made them a feaſt, and 
did bake unleavened bread, and they dig 
eat. | | 195 
But before they lay down, the men of 
Sodom compaſſed the houſe round, both 

old 


by 
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old and young, all the people from every 
quarter, 

And they called unto Lot, and ſaid unto 
him, Where are thoſe men which came in to 
- thee this night? bring them out unto us. 

And Lot went out at the door unto them, 
and ſnut the door after him, 

And ſaid, I pray you, . do MX] 
ſo wickedly. 

And they ſaid, Stand back. And they 
ſaid again, This one fellow came in to ſo- 
journ, and he will needs be a judge: Now 
will we deal worſe with thee than with them. 
And they preſſed ſore upon the man, even 
upon Lot, and came near to break the door. 

But the men put forth their hand, and 
pulled Lot into the houſe to chem, and 
ſhut the door. 

And they ſmote the men that were at the 
door of the houſe with blindneſs, both ſmall 


and great: ſo that they wearied themſelves 


to find the door. 

And the men ſaid unto Lot, Haſt thou 
hire any beſides? ſons in law, and thy ſons, 
and thy daughters, and-whatſoever thou haſt 

in the city, bring them out of this place. 
| | For 
a 
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For we will deſtroy this place, becauſe the 
cry of them is waxen great before the face 
of the Lox o: and the Lon W 
deſtroy it. , 

And Lot went out, and ſoake —_— 
ſons in law, which married his daughters, 
and ſaid, Up, get ye out of this place; for | 
the 'Lorp will deſtroy. this city: but he 
ſeemed as one that mocked, unto his ſons in 
law. 73810 
And when the morning aroſe, then the 
angels haſtened Lot, ſaying, Ariſe, take thy 
wife, and thy two daughters which are 
here, left thou be conſumed in the miquity 
of the city. | 

And while he lingered, the men taid hold 
upon his hand, and upon the hand of has 
wife, and upon the hand of his two daugh- 
ters; the Loxp being merciful unto him: 
and they brought him forth, and ſet him 
without the city. | 

And it came to paſs, that when they had 
brought them forth abroad, that he faid, 
Eſcape for thy life; look not behind theez 
neither ſtay thou in all the plain : efcape to 
the mountain, leſt thou be confumed. | 


And 
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And Lot ſaid nnn Oh ! not " my 
| ant ed 
©: Behold now, thy fervant hath found grace 
in thy fight, and thou haſt magnified thy 
merey; which thou haſt ſhewed unto me in 
ſaving my life: and I cannot eſcape to the 
men left ſome evil take me and I die. 

Behold: now, this city is near to flee unto, 
alte s little one: Oh let me eſcape thi- 
ther, is it not a little one? and my ſoul 
ur me.. 2; 

And he ſaid unto him, ſee I have Ace 
2 concerning this thing alſo, that 1 will 
not overthrow this city, for the which thou 
haſt ſpoken. 

Haſte thee, eſcape thither, FR cannot 
do any thing till thou be come thither. 

Therefore the name _ the city was called 
Zoar. 

The ſun v was riſen upon : the 5 when 

Lot entered into Zoar. an 

Then the Loxp rained upon Sodom and 

Gomorrah brimſtone and, fire from the Lons 

out of heaven: | 

And he: overthrew ' thoſe cities, 5 all 

the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, 

and that which grew upon the ground. 
But 
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But his wife looked back from behind 
him, and ſhe became a pillar of ſalt. 

And Abraham gat up early in the morn- 
ing, to the place where he ſtood before the 
LozD. And he looked toward Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the 
plain, and behold, and lo the ſmoke of the 
country went up as the ſmoke of a furnace. 

And it came to-paſs, when Gop deſtroyed 
the cities of the plain, that God remembered 
Abraham, and ſent Lot out of the midſt of 
the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities 
in the which Lot dwelt, * , 

And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt 
in the mountain, and his two daughters with 
him, for he feared to dwell in Zoar, and he 
dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters. 


ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS., 


I ſcarcely need tell you, my dear, that the angels - 
who came to Lot, are ſuppoſed to have been thoſe who 
accompanied the Loxp ; whom they left communing 
with Abraham, whilſt they went to execute the will of 


Gop, by making known to Lot, who was a righteous 


man, the purpoſes of the Al ulchrr in reſpect to 
Sodom, and to preſerve him and his family from being 
involved in the general deſtruction. It is imagined, that 

Vo I. I. F Gop 


P 
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Go cauſed them to aſſume the appearance of men; for 
as they were of a ſpiritual nature, they muſt as ſpirits 
have been inviſible to mortal eyes. There is great rea- 
ſon to believe, that thoſe benevolent beings called angels, 
watch over us, and by Gop's command preſerve us 
from many evils, we ſhould otherwiſe meet with. We 
may imagine, that the ALmicuTY enabled them to 
appear (as we expreſs it) in order to make mankind 
acquainted. with thoſe friends to the human race, of 
whoſe exiſtence we ſhould otherwiſe have remained ig- 
norant. They are not however to be adored, becauſe 
they are only miniſters to the Supreme Being, and obey 
his commands ; but perhaps in a future ſtate, we ſhall 
be permitted to expreſs our gratitude toward them as 
one friend does to another. 
What a dreadful judgment was the deſtruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah ! Only think of two entire great 
cities, containing thouſands of inhabitants, deſtroyed 
by fire and brimſtone ! The very idea of it fills one with 
horror! But how muſt it aggravate the diſtreſs of theſe 
impious people, to have their guilty conſciences accuſing 
them in the agonies of death, as being themſelves the 
cauſe of their exemplary puniſhment : could they with 
any confidence of hope implore the mercy of Gop, whom 
they had ſo juſtly provoked f certainly not. 
May their example deter us from committing pre- 
ſumptuous ſins, and help to eſtabliſh in us the fear of 
God, and a reſolution to render ourſelves objects of his 
love and favour, rather than of his wrath and difplet- 
ure; for it is a ** fearful thing to fall into the hands 
the living God !“ 
| 6 The 
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The puniſhment of Lot's wife is another leſſon for 
us. You know they were expreſsly commanded not to 
look back ; but it ſeems from ſome other texts of ſcrip- 
ture which you will read afterwards, that ſhe left Sodom 
reluctantly, and had a longing deſire to return to it; 
which ſhewed that ſhe did not love, fear, and truſt in 
Gon as ſhe ought to have done. Her puniſhment was 
of a very extraordinary nature, ſhe was immediately 
ſtruck dead on the ſpot, and her body turned into a 
kind of metallic ſubſtance, which the air could not 
affect, which is ſaid to have remained for a great num- 
ber of years as a monument of God's wrath againſt 
diſobedient finners: and the relation of it is eon- 
veyed to us for our edification, that when we feel a de- 
fire to go back from our duty, and to do thoſe actions 
which we know God has forbidden, we may remember 
Lot's wife. X «08, 

This affecting ſtory furniſhes us likewiſe with an in- 
ſtance of the continual kindneſs which Gop ſhews to 
his faithful ſervants, and ought to encourage us to keep 
ſtedfaſt in the ways which are pleaſing in his fight. 
The Lord “ could not, that is to ſay, would not 
deſtroy the city, till Lot was out of the reach of the 
flames. How gracious has our Almighty Father been to 
us, in permitting theſe hiſtories to be written for our in- 
fruQtion, and how inexcuſable ſhall we be, if we negle& 


to improve ourſelves by them 
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ND the Loxp viſited Sarah as he had 
ſpoken; for Sarah bare Abraham a 
fon in his old age, at the ſet time of which 
Gop had ſpoken to him. . 

And Abraham called the name of his ſon 
that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare 


to him, Iſaac. 
And Abraham circumciſed his ſon Iſaac, 


being eight days old, as Gop had com- 


manded him. | 

And Abraham was an hundred years old, 
when his ſon Iſaac was born unto. him. 

And Sarah ſaid, Gop hath made me to 
laugh, ſo that all that hear will laugh with 
me. | 

And ſhe ſaid, Who would have ſaid unto 
Abraham, that Sarah ſhould have given 
children ſuck? for I have borne him a ſon 
in his old age. 


And 
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And the child grew, and was weaned: 
and Abraham made a great feaſt the ſame 
day that Iſaac was . 

And Sarah ſaw the ſon of Hagar the 


Egyptian, which ſhe had borne unto Abra- 


ham, mocking. 

Wherefore ſhe ſaid unto Abraham, caſt 
out this bond-woman, and her ſon : for the 
ſon of this bond-woman ſhall not be heir 
with my ſon, even with Ifaac. 

And the thing was very grievous in Abra- 
ham's ſight, becauſe of his ſon, 

And Gop ſaid unto Abraham, Let it not 
be grievous in thy ſight, becauſe of the lad, 
and becauſe of the bond- woman; in all that 
Sarah hath ſaid unto thee, hearken unto her 
voice : for in Iſaac ſhall thy ſeed be called. 

And alſo of the ſon of the bond-woman 
will I make a nation, becauſe he is thy ſeed. 

And Abraham roſe up early in the morn- 
ing, and took bread, and a bottle of water, 
and gave it unto Hagar (putting it on her 
ſhonlder) and the child, and ſent her away: 
and ſhe departed, and wandered in the wil- 
derneſs of Beer-ſheba. , 

And the water was ſpent in the bottle, and 
ſhe caſt the child under one of the ſhrubs. 

F 3 | And 
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And ſhe went, and ſat her down over 
againſt him, a good way off, as it were a 
bow-ſhot : for ſhe ſaid, Let me not ſee the 
death of the child. And ſhe ſat over againſt 
him, and lift up her voice, and wept. 

And Gop heard the voice of the lad: and 
the angel of Gop called to Hagar- out of 
heaven „ and ſaid unto her, What aileth thee, 
Hagar? fear not; for Gov hath heard the 
voice of the lad where he is. 

Alriſe, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine 
hand : for I will make him a great nation, 

And Gop opened her eyes, and ſhe ſaw 
a well of water; and ſhe went, and filled 
the bottle with water, and gave the lad to 
drink. | 

And Gop was with the lad; and he grew, 
and dwelt in the wilderneſs, and became an 
archer. 

And he dwelt in the wilderneſs of Paran : 
and his mother took him a wife out of the 
land of Egypt. 

And Abraham planted a grove in Beer- 
ſheba, and called there on the name of the 
Lord, the everlaſting Gop. 

And Abraham ſajourned i in the Philiſtines 


land many days, 
.-ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS. 


At length, you ſee the divine promiſes ſo far fulfilled, 
that Abraham and Sarah are blefſed with a fon and 
heir; we may eaſily conceive the joy they muſt have 
had at this happy event, which was an earneſt of all 
the bleſſings that the Lox had taught them to expect. 
His mother nurſed him with great care herſelf ; and 
when ſhe weaned him, which is ſuppoſed to have been 
at three years of age, they made an elegant enter- 
tainment. | 

It ſeems, as if Iſhmael behaved with great rudeneſs on 
this occaſion ; for you find Sarah was ſo greatly offend- 
ed, that ſhe inſiſted on Abraham's ſending him and his 
mother away: this appears like a very cruel action, 
and I cannot juſtify Sarah for her rigid ſeverity ; but 
the being ſent to ſeek his fortune, was not fo great a 
hardſhip to Iſhmael in thoſe days, as it would be to a 
perſon now ; becauſe mankind . were ſo few, in com- 
pariſon, that there was in every country ground to 
ſpare ; ſo that thoſe who had flocks and herds might 
live very comfortably, and thoſe who had none, might 
maintain themſelves by hunting and ſhooting, as there 
was plenty of game : whereas at preſent, every parcel 
of ground belongs to ſomebody, and no one can ſeize 
upon any without committing a robbery. 

Abraham, you find, was tenderly affected at parting 
with his ſon, fo that he certainly loved him like a father ; 
but you will, perhaps, think it was barbarous to give 
him and his mother ſo ſcanty a ſupply of proviſions ; 
you muſt. therefore confider, that he ſent Iſhmael away 
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by Gop's command, who had comforted him with an 
aſſurance, that he would make of him a great nation; 
and this could not have happened if he had remained 
there, as he muſt, in that caſe, have been under the 
government of his brother, who would have become the 
Prince, or Superior of the family, at his father's death. 
Abraham therefore gave them victuals and drink for 
their preſent ſupply, and left the future care of them 
entirely to the divine providence, and a full aſſurance 
that Gop would fulfil his promiſes. 

Had Abraham, after what the Loxp had ſpoken, 
been over ſolicitous to provide for the lad, it would 
have implied a diſtruſt in the ArmicnrTy ; and there- 
fore, you are to regard his ſending Iſhmael away in the 
manner he did, as a freſh inſtance of his truſt in the 
goodneſs of Gov. | 

The event juſtified his confidence in the ALMIGHTY, 
for when Hagar and Iſhmael ſeemed to be at the very 
verge of life, God ſent his angel (that is to ſay, mani- 
feſted his preſence) to comfort and relieve them. 

In a ſhort time, Iſhmael, who was at leaſt ſixteen or 
ſeventeen-years old, made ſo good a uſe of his bow and 
arrows, that he gained a comfortable ſupport, and 
ſeems to have made himſelf lord of the place ; and, we 
may be certain, was in no kind of neceſſity, or he would 
not have taken a wife; becauſe the providing for her, 
would only have increaſed his diſtreſs, if he met with 
difficulties in providing for himſelf alone. 

' It was the cuſtom of thoſe. times, that the father of 
a family ſhould rule over his deſcendants ; and that the 
eldeſt ſon ſhould inherit the father's poſſeſſions at his 
deceaſe, and the younger ones, receive ſuch gifts as he 

3 thought 
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thought proper to beſtow, in order to ſet them forward 
in the world, and enable them to ſettle in another place, 
where they might rule over their own families, 

After Sarah's deceaſe, Abraham had another wife 
named Keturah, and ſeveral ſons, whom he portioned 
off, as I have told you was the cuſtom, and left his 
fortune to Iſaac; tho' without doubt, he gave them 
more than he did to Iſhmael, becauſe bread and water, 
with the peculiar promiſes of Gop, were an ample ſup- 
ply for him, 


— — — — — 
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SECT. XI. 


Ta HISTORY or ABRAHAM conTruvep: 
HE OFFERETH H1s $0N ISAAC, 


ND it came to paſs after theſe things, 
that Gop did tempt Abraham, and 
faid unto him, Abraham, and he ſaid, Be- 
hold here I am. | | 
And he ſaid, Take now thy ſon, thine 
only fon Iſaac, whom thou loveſt, and get 
thee into the land of Moriah, and offer him 
there for a burnt-offering upon one of the 
mountains which I will tell thee of. 

And Abraham roſe up early in the morn- 
ing, and ſaddled his aſs, and took two of 
his young men with him, and Iſaac his ſon; 
and clave the wood for the burnt-offering, 
and roſe up, and went unto the place of 
which Gop had told him. 

Then on the third day Abraham lift up 

his eyes, and faw the place afar off. 
And Abraham faid unto his young men, 
Abide you here with the aſs, and I and the 
; lad 
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lad will go yonder and worſhip, and come 
again to you. 

And Abraham took the wood of the burnt- 
offering, and laid it upon Iſaac his ſon; and 
he took the fire in his hand, and a knife : 7 
and they went both of them together. 

And Iſaac ſpake unto Abraham his father, 
and ſaid, My father: and he ſaid, here am 
I my ſon+. And he ſaid, Behold the fire and 
the wood; but where is the lamb for a burnt⸗ 


offering? 
And Abraham ſaid, My ſon, Fes will- 


provide himſelf a lamb for a burnt-offering : 
fo they went both of them together. 


And they came to the place which Gop | 


had told him of: and Abraham built an 
altar there, and laid the wood in order; and 
bound Iſaac his ſon, and laid him on the 
altar upon the wood. 

And Abraham ſtretched end his hand, 
and took the knife to ſlay his fon. 

And the angel of the Lond called unto 
him out of heaven, and ſaid, Abraham, 
Abraham: and he ſaid, Here am I. Mt | 

And he ſaid, Lay not thy hand upon 
the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him, 
for now I know that thou feareſt Gop, ſeeing 
F6 1,5, 
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thou haſt not with-held thy ſon, thine only 
ſon from me. 

And Abraham liſted up 8 eyes, and 
looked, and behold, behind him a ram 
caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abra. 
ham went and took the ram, and offered 
him up for a burnt- offering, in the ſtead 
of his ſon. F aha 2 

And Abraham called the name of that 
place Jehovah-jireh : as it is ſaid to this day, 
In the mount of the Lord it ſhall be ſeen. 

And the angel of the Loxp called unto 
Abraham out of heaven the ſecond time, 

And faid, By myſelf have I ſworn, fairh 
the Lord, for becauſe thou haſt done this 
thing, and haſt not with-held thy fon, 1775 
only ſon: 

That in bleſſing I will bleſs thee, and in 
multiplying I will multiply thy ſeed as the 
ſtars of the heaven, and as the ſand which is 
upon the ſea-ſhore; and thy ſeed ſhall poſ- 
ſeſs the gate of his enemies ; 

And in thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of 
the earth be bleſſed ; _ becauſe thou haſt 
obeyed my voice. 

So Abraham returned unto his young men, 
and they roſe up and went together to Beer- 


ſheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beer-ſheba. 
- And 
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And it came to paſs after theſe things, 
that it was told Abraham, ſaying, Behold, 
Milcah, ſhe hath alſo borne children unto 
thy brother Nahor. 


ANNOTATIONS an» REFLECTIONS. 


What you have juſt been reading, my dear, is the 

moſt remarkable inſtance of faith and rehance on Gop * 
that has ever been recorded in any hiſtory. 

You may eaſily imagine to yourſelf, that Abraham 
muſt have a great affection for the ſon who had been 
given him in ſo gracious a manner by the ALMIGHTY, 
and that his heart muſt be full of the moſt delightful 
expectations, when he remembered the glorious pro- 
miſes which had been made concerning him. Think then, 
what a ſevere ſtroke it muſt appear, to be required to 
offer him up like a beaſt for a burnt-offering, There 
were a thouſand conſiderations to deter him from ſuch 
an action: how could he bear to part with his darling 
child? What would his poor afflifted mother ſay? In 
what light would the world regard him? And where 
would be his hopes of a numerous ſeed, if the branch 
that was to produce them ſhould be cut off by his own 
unnatural hand ? Theſe were certainly weighty reaſons, 
but Abraham had one which outweighed them all, Gop 
had commanded him to do it; and fo great was his love 
and dependence on his CREATOR, that he reſolved to 
obey without the leaſt heſitation, being firmly perſuaded, 
that Gob was able even to raiſe his ſon from the dead. 

| What 
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What a tranſport of joy muſt this good man feel, when 
he heard the Lon p calling to him, and ſaw a ram pro- 


vided to ſupply the place of his dear child? But when 
he found this inſtance of his piety fo graciouſly accepted 


by the ALm1carty, what muſt have been the ſenſations 
of his heart? Surely it muſt overflow with gratitude, 
veneration, hope, and every delightful ſentiment! With- 
out doubt he returned with haſty ſteps to his happy 
home, and the remainder of his life muſt receive addi- 
tional comfort from the renewal of the former promiſes 
of Gop, which he had juſt received as a reward of his 
obedience. 

I would by no means have you ſuppoſe that the Lox 


intended to tempt Abraham to fin : no, the Al uich- 


Ty knows beforehand what every one intends to do; 


but he tried Abraham, that the world might know by 


his example what God requires of his ſervants; and the 
uſe. we-ought to make of it is, that when we find our- 


- ſelves in a difficult fituation, we mult reſolve to act 
According to the law of Gop, and never attempt to 


deliver ourſelves out of danger and diſtreſs by any ſinful 


means; nor murmur at his diſpenſations, but remember 
that the Gop of Abraham is our God alſo ; that he has 


in Abrabam's caſe ſhewn, that he is always watchful 


over thoſe-who love and ſerve him, and is able to reſcue 
them from the moſt impending eyils, by ways peculiar 


to his Proyxdence. 
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S EC T. xm. 


Tus HISTORY or ABRAHAM coxrinvsd: 
THE DEATH OF SARAH. 


ND Sarah was an hundred and ſeven 
and twenty years old: theſe were the 
years of the life of Sara. 

And Sarah died in Kirjath · arba; the ſame 
is Hebron in the land of Canaan: and Abra- 
ham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep 
for her. 


And Abraham ſtood up from before his 


dead, and ſpake unto the ſons of . 


ſaying, 
J ama ſtranger and a ſojourner with you: 
give me a poſſeſſion of a, burying-place with 


you, that I may bury n dead out of my - 


ſight. 

And the children of Heth anſwered 
Abraham, ſaying unto-him, 

Hear us, my lord; thou art a mighty 
prince amongſt us; in the choice of our 
ſepulchres-bury: 1 Sean: none of us ſhall 


with 
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withhold from thee his ſepulchre, but that 
thou mayeſt bury thy dead. 

And Abraham ſtood up, and bowed him- 
ſelf to the people of the land, even to the 
children of Heth. 

And' he communed 'with them, ſaying, 
If it be your mind that I ſhould bury my 
dead out of my fight, hear me, and entreat 
for me to Ephron the ſon of Zoar : 

That he may give me the cave of Mach- 

pelah, which he hath, which is in the end 
of his field; for as much money as it is worth 
he ſhall give it me, for a poſſeſſion of a bury- 
ing-place amongſt you. 
And Ephron dwelled among the children 
of Heth. And Ephron the Hittite anſwered 
Abraham in the audience of the children of 
Heth, even of all that went in at the gates 
of his city, ſaying, 

Nay, my lord, hear me: the field give I 
thee, and the cave that is therein, I give it 
thee; in the preſence of the ſons of my 
people give I it thee: bury thy dead. 

And Abraham bowed down himſelf before 
| me people of the land. 

And he ſpake unto Ephron in the audience 
- of the people of the land, ſaying, But if 
thou 
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thou wilt give it, I pray thee hear me: I 
will give thee money for the field; take it 
of me, and I will bury my dead there. 

And Ephron anſwered c ſaying 
unto him, 

My lord, hearken unto me: the land is 
worth four hundred ſhekels of ſilver; what 
is that betwixt me and thee ? bury therefore 
thy dead. 

And Abraham hearkened unto Ae 
and Abraham weighed Ephron the © fil 
ver, which he had named in the audience 
of the ſons of Heth, four hundred ſhekels 
of ſilver, current money with the merchant. 

And the field of Ephron, which was in 
Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the 
field and the cave which was therein, and all 
the trees that were in the field, that were in 
all the borders round about, were made ſure 

Unto Abraham for a poſſeſſion in the pre- 
ſence of the children of Heth, before all 
that went in at the gates of his city. | 

And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his 
wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah, 
before Marnre : the ſame is Hebron in the 


land of Canaan, 
And 
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And the field and the cave that is therein 
were made ſure unto Abraham, for a poſ- 
ſeſſion of a burying-place, by the ſons of 
Heth, | 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


Tho? Sarah lived to a good old age, without doubt 
Abraham was ſincerely afflicted for the loſs of her. 
That part of the country where Sarah died, was in the 
poſſeſſion of another ſet of people, whom Gop had not 
yet caſt out, therefore Abraham had no right to a 
burial-place amongſt them, tho* he had a divine 
promiſe, that his ſeed ſhould poſſeſs the land; but you 
find, he was ſo reſpected, and a perſon of ſuch con- 
ſequence, that they would freely have preſented him 
wich the cave, and not have driven him to the neceſ- 
fity of taking it by violence. He, on his part, had 
ſuch noble ſentiments, that he declined accepting their 
obliging offer, and did not attempt to poſſeſs himſelf 
of the land, till it ſhould pleaſe Gop (to whom all 
things belong) to give it to him; he therefore inſiſted 
upon paying for the cave: as he purchaſed it with the 
full ſum that it was worth, it truly became his property, 
and could not be taken from him without robbery. 
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SECT. XIV. 


Tus HISTORY or ABRAHAM coxcLvuped, 
MaRRIACR of ISAAC and REBEKAH. 


ND Abraham was old and well ſtricken 


Abraham in all things. 

And Abraham ſaid unto his eldeſt ſervant 
of his houſe, that ruled over all that he had, 
Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh: 
And 1 will make thee ſwear by the Lorp, 

the Gop of heaven, and the Gop of the 
earth, that thou ſhalt not take a wife unto 
my ſon of the daughters of the Canaanites, 
amongſt whom I dwell : 


But thou ſhalt go into my country, and 


to my Kindred, and take a wie unto 8 5 
ſon Iſaac. 

And the ſervant ſaid unto him, Peradyen- 
ture the woman will not be willing to follow 
me unto this land : muſt I needs bring thy 
ſon again unto the land from whence thou 
cameſt ? 


in age: and the LoxD had bleſſed 


And 
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And Abraham ſaid unto him, Beware 
thou, that thou bring not my ſon thither 
again. | 

The Lonpd Gop of heaven, which took 
me from my father's houſe, and from the 
land of my kindred, and which ſpake unto 
me, and that ſware unto me, ſaying, Unto 
thy ſeed will I give this land ; he ſhall ſend 
his angel before thee, and thou ſhalt take a 
wife unto my ſon from thence. 

And if the woman will not be willing to 
follow thee, then thou ſhalt be clear from 
this my oath : only bring not my ſon thither 
again, | 

And the ſervant put his hand under the 
thigh of Abraham his maſter, and ſware to 
him concerning that matter. | 

And the ſervant took ten camels, of the 
camels of his maſter, and departed ; (for all 
the goods of his maſter were in his hand:) 
and he aroſe and went to Meſopotamia, unto 
the city of Nahor. 

And he made his camels to kneel down 
without the city, by a well of water, at the 
time of the evening, even the time that 


women go out to draw water. 
| And 
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And he ſaid, O Loxo Gop of my maſter 
Abraham, I pray thee ſend me good ſpeed 
this day, and ſhew kindneſs unto my maſter 
Abraham: 

And let it come to paſs, that the damſel 
to whom I ſhall ſay, Let down thy pitcher, 
I pray thee, that I may drink ; and ſhe ſhall 
ſay, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink 
alſo : let the ſame be ſhe that thou haſt ap- 
pointed for thy ſervant Iſaac; and thereby 
ſhall I know, that thou haſt ſhewed kindneſs 
unto my maſter. _ 

And it came to paſs, before he had done 
ſpeaking, that behold Rebekah came out, 
who was born to Bethuel, ſon of Milcah, the 
wite of Nahor, Abraham's brother, with her 
pitcher upon her ſhoulder. 

And the damſel was very fair to look up- 
on; and ſhe went down to the well and filled 
her pitcher, and came up. | 

And the ſervant ran to meet her, and 
Jad, Let me, I pray thee, drink a little wa- 
ter of thy pitcher, 

And ſhe ſaid, drink, my lord: and, ſhe 
haſted and let down her pitcher uPGn her 
hand, and gave him drink. 


And 
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And when ſhe had done giving him drink, 
ſhe ſaid, I will draw water for thy camels 
alſo, until they have done drinking. 

And ſhe haſted, and emptied her pitcher 
into the trough, and ran again unto the well 
to draw water, and drew for all his camels. 

And the man wondering at her, held his 
peace, to wit, Whether the Loxp had made 
his journey proſperous or not. 

And it came to paſs, as the camels had 
done drinking, that the man took a golden 
ear-ring of half a ſhekel weight, and two 
bracelets for her hands, of ten ſhekels weight 
of gold $ | 

And ſaid, Whoſe daughter art thou ? tell 
me, I pray thee: is there room in thy fa- 
ther's houſe for us to lodge in? 

And ſhe ſaid unto him, I am the daughter 
of Bethuel the ſon of Milcah, which ſhe 
bare unto Nahor, We have both ſtraw and 
provender enough, and room to lodge in. 

And the man bowed down his head, and 
worſhipped the Lon. 

And he ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lox D Gop of 
my maſter Abraham, who hath not left deſti- 
tute my maſter of his mercy and his truth: 

I being 
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I being in the way, the Lox led me bee 
houſe of my maſter's brethren. 

And the damſel ran, and told them of 
her mother's houſe theſe things. 

And Rebekah had a brother, and his 
name was Laban : and Laban ran out unto 
the man,. unto the well. 

And it came to paſs when he ſaw the ear- 
ring and bracelets upon his ſiſter's hands, and 
when he heard the words of Rebekah his 
ſiſter, ſaying, Thus ſpake the man unto me; 
that he came unto the man, and behold, he 
ſtood by the camels at the well. 

And he ſaid, Come in, thou bleſſed of 
the LoxD ; wherefore ſtandeſt thou without? 
for I have prepared the houſe, and room for 
the camels. 

And the man came into the houſe : and 
he ungirded his camels, and gave ſtraw and 
provender for the camels, and water to waſh 
his feet, and the men's feet that were with 
him, | 

And there was ſet meat before him to 
eat: but he ſaid, I will not eat, until T have 
told mine errand. And he faid, Speak on. 

And he ſaid, I am Abraham's ſervant 
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And the Loxrp hath bleſſed my maſter 
greatly, and he is become great: and he 
hath given him flocks, and herds, and ſilver, 
and gold, and men- ſervants, and maid- 
ſervants, and camels, and aſſes. | 
And Sarah my maſter's wife bare a ſon to 
my maſter when ſhe was old: and unto him 
hath he given all that he hath, 

And my maſter made me ſwear, ſaying, 
Thou ſhalt not take a wife to my ſon of the 
daughters of the Canaanites, in whoſe land 
I dwell; 

But thou ſhalt go unto my father's houſe, 
and to my kindred, and take a wife unto 
my ſon. 

And I faid unto my maſter, Peradventure 
the woman will not follow me. 

And he ſaid unto me, The Loxp before 


whom [ walk, will ſend his angel with thee, } 


and proſper thy way; and thou ſhalt take a 


wife for my ſon of my kindred, and of my I 


father's houſe : 

Then ſhalt thou be clear from bids my 
deal when thou comeſt to my kindred ; and 
if they give not thee one, thou ſhalt be clear 


from my oath. ' 
And 


ab as " iu — 
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And I came this day. unto the well, and 
ſaid, O Lord Gop of-my maſter Abraham, 
if now thou do proſper my way which I go: | 

Behold, I ſtand by the well of water ; and 
it ſhall come to paſs, that when the virgin 
cometh forth to draw water, and I ſay to her, 
Give me, I pray thee, a little water of th 
pitcher to drink ; 

And ſhe ſaid to me, Both drink thou, an 
I will alſo draw for thy camels: let the ſame 
be the woman whom the Lorp hath ap- 
pointed out for my maſter's lon. 

And before I had done ſpeaking in mine 
heart, behold Rebekah came forth with her 
pitcher on her ſhoulder; and ſhe went down 
unto the well, and drew water: and I ſaid 
unto her, Let me drink, I pray thee. p 

And ſhe made haſte, and let down her 
pitcher from her ſhoulder, and ſaid, Drink, 
and I will give thy camels drink alſo ; ſo I 
drank, and ſhe made the camels drink alſo. 

And I aſked her, and ſaid, Whoſe daugh- 
ter art thou? And ſhe ſaid, The daughter 
of Bethuel, Nahor's ſon, whom Milcah bare 
unto him: and I put the ear-ring. upon her 
face, and the bracelets upon her hands, 

Vor. I; G And 
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And I bowed down my head, and wor- 
| ſhipped the Lozp, and bleſſed the Lony 
Gob of my maſter Abraham, which had led 
me in the right way to take my maſter's 
brother's daughter unto his ſon. 

And now if you will deal kindly and truly 
with my maſter, tell me; and if not, tell 
me; that I may turn to the right hand or to 


the left. 


Then Laban and Bethuel anſwered and 


ſaid, The thing proceedeth from the Lozp: 
we cannot ſpeak unto thee bad or good. 

Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take her, 
and go, and let her be thy maſter's' ſon's 
wife, as the Lord hath ſpoken. 

And it came to paſs, that when Abraham's 
ſervant heard their words, he worſhipped the 
Loxd, bowing himſelf to the earth. 

And the ſervant brought forth jewels of 
filver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and 
gave them to Rebekah: he gave alſo to her 
brother and to her mother precious things. 

And they did eat and drink, he and the 
men that were with him, and tarried all 
night: and they roſe up in the morning, 
and he ſaid, Send me away unto my maſter. 

And 
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And her brother and her mother ſaid, Let 


the damſel abide with us a few days, at the 


leaſt ten; after that ſhe ſhall go. 
And he faid unto them, Hinder me not, 


ſceing the Lorp hath proſpered my way; 


ſend me away, that I may go to my maſter. - 

And they ſaid, We will call the damſel, 
and enquire at her mouth, 

And they-called Rebekah, and ſaid unto 
her, Wilt thou go with this man ? And ſhe 
ſaid, I will go. 

And they ſent away Rebekah their ſiſter, 
and her nurſe, and Abraham's ſervant, and 
his men. 


And they bleſſed Rebekah, and faid unto 


her, Thou art our ſiſter, be thou the mother 
of thouſands of millions, and let thy ſeed 
poſſeſs the gate of thoſe which hate them. 

And Rebekah aroſe, and her damſels, and 
they rode upon the camels, and followed the 
man: and the ſervant took Rebekah, and 
went his way. 

And Iſaac came from the way of the well 
Lahai-roi, for he dwelt in the ſouth country. 

And Iſaac went out to meditate in the 
ficld at the even tide : and he lifted up his 
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eyes, and ſaw, and behold the camels were 
coming. 

And Rebekah lifted up her e when 
ſhe ſaw Iſaac, ſhe lighted off the camel; 

For ſhe had ſaid unto the ſervant, What 
man is this that walketh in the field to 
meet us? 

And the ſervant had ſaid, It is my maſter: 
therefore ſhe took a vail and covered herſelf. 
And the ſervant told Iſaac all things that 

he had done. 
And Iſaac brought her into his mother 
Sarah's tent, and took Rebekah, and ſhe 
became his wife; and he loved her, and Tfaac 
was comforted after his.mother's death. 

And theſe are the days of the- years of 
Abraham's life which he lived, an hundred 
threeſcore and fiſteen years. 

Then Abraham gave up the tot, and 
died in a good old age, an old man and full 
of years; and was gathered to his people. 

And his ſons Iſaac and Iſhmael buried him 
in the cave of Macpelah, in the field of 
Ephron, the ſon of Zoar the Hittite, which 
is before Mamre: | 

The field which Abraham purchaſed of 
the ſons of Heth, there was Abraham buried, 
and Sarah his wife, ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS an» REFLECTIONS. 


It was very natural, that Abraham ſhould with to 
ſce his beloved fon Iſaac ſettled before he died; and as 
the people who ſurrounded him were idolators, he cer- 
tainly would have been very unhappy to have had him 
form an alliance with them-; he therefore determined 
to ſend his truſty ſteward amongſt his relations, in ſearch 
of a proper wife for Iſaac. 

Abraham would on no account ſuffer his fon to leave 
the land of Canaan, becauſe he knew that even his 
relations, tho” they ſtill profeſſed to adore the ſupreme 
Gov, were in ſome degree, drawn away to wcrihip 
idols; and he was apprehenſive, that - Iſaac might fall 
into the ſame error. 

The oath which he required his ſteward to take, was 
the moſt ſolemn one then in uſe; and you ſee, this 
good ſervant was fo ſtrictly obſervant of it, that he 
would neither eat nor drink till he had executed his 
commiſſion : Gop was pleaſed to proſper his journey, 
and he ſucceeded to his wiſhes, for Rebekah foon made 
her appearance, and agreeable to his prayer to Go, 
offered to give him and his camels drink. 

I think I have formerly deſcribed a camel to you, 
and therefore, you know it is-a beaſt made uſe of to 
carry burdens, as horſes do here. Water is not every 
where to be met with, and they had not in thoſe days 
contrivances to convey it from place to place by pipes, 
as is done now; nor indeed was it worth their while 
to be at the trouble and expence of them, becauſe they 
frequently moved their ſituation ; they were there- 
fore obliged to have publick wells, and water their 

& 3 flocks 
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floc ks at ſtated times, when all the young women uſed 
to attend, it being a part of their buſineſs to look after 
the ſheep, This was the occaſion that brought Rebekah 
to the place where Eliezar was ſo fortunate as to meet with 
her. The event is ſo fully related in the ſection you 
have been reading, that I need ſay no more to you on 
the ſubject, only that it is a moſt remarkable inſtance 
4 of the particular Providence of Gop. | 

The good old patriarch Abraham having for ſome time 
been bleſſed with proſperity and peace, reſigned his foul 
into the hands of his Maker ; which is the meaning of 
giving up the ghoſt, and his body was buried by that 
of his beloved wife Sarah. 

With what comfortable hopes muſt he depart this life ! | 

For without doubt, the Gop who had ſo often appeared 
to him, gave him aſſurances of a future ſtate, and re- 
ceived him to himſelf, 
. Iſaac, after his father's death, continued to dwell i in 
the land of Canaan, and after ſome time had two ſons, 
Eſau and jacob, of whom the Lox p foretold that they 
ſhould be heads of two great nations, and that the elder 
ſhould ſerve the younger. Remember this prophecy, 
my dear, as we ſhall have occaſion to remark the com- 
pletion of it. 

Iſhmael had twelve ſons, and proſpered greatly :. he 
lived to be an hundred and thirty-ſeven years old, and 
died in the preſence of all his brethren, as had been 
| foretold of him; ſo that you find Abraham was fully 
juſtified, . for the truſt he repoſed in Gop concerning 
him. All his ſons became rich and powerful, and in a 
ſhort time formed a great nation, Which ſtill continues, 
and are the people called Arabs. 
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Bixgra or ESAU AND JACOB.—ISAAC E- 
COVERETH His FaTHER's WELLs.— Mares 4&4 
Covenant wiru ABIMELECH. 


ND it came to paſs after the death of 
Abraham, that Gop bleſſed his ſon 
Iſaac: and Iſaac dwelt by the well Lahai-roi, 

And Ifaac was forty years old, when he 
took Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Be- 
thuel, the Syrian of Padan-aram, the * 
to Laban the Syrian. 

And Iſaac intreated the * for his wife, 
becauſe [ Rebekah had no children :] and the 
Lokp was intreated of him, and Rebekah 
Lare Eſau and Jacob, and Eſau was hairy 
from his birth.] 

And the boys grew: and Eſau was a cun- 
ning hunter, a-man of the field ; and Jacob 
was a plain man dwelling in tents. 

And Iſaac loved Eſau, becauſe he did eat 
of his veniſon : but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

And Jacob ſod pottage: and Eſau came 
from the field, and he was faint : - 

G 4 And 
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And Eſau ſaid to Jacob, Feed me, I pray 
thee, with that ſame red pottage ; for I am 
faint : therefore was his name called Edom 

And Jacob ſaid, Sell me this day thy 
birth-right. 

And Eſau ſaid, Behold, I am at the point 
to die: and what profit ſhall this birth- right 
do to me? 

And Jacob ſaid, Swear to me this day; 
and he ſware unto ue and he W his 

birth- right unto Jacob. 
Then Jacob gave Eſau bread and pottage 
of lentiles ; ; and he did cat and drink, and 
roſe up, and went his way: thus Eſau de- 
ped his birth-right. {PPT 0p 

And there was a famine in the land, be- 
ſides the firſt famine that was in the days 
of Abraham. And Iſaac went unto Abimi- 
lech, king of the Philiſtines, unto Gerar. 

And the Loxp appeared unto him, and 
ſaid, Go not down into Egypt: dwell i in the 
land which I ſhall tell thee of : | 

Sojourn in this land, and I will be with 
thee, and will bleſs thee: for unto thee and 
unto thy ſeed I will give all theſe countries, 
and I will perform the oath which 1 r 
unto Abraham thy father: 1 

| And 
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And I will make thy ſeed to multiply as 
the ſtars of heaven; and will give unto thy 
ſeed all theſe countries: and in thy ſeed 
ſhall all the nations of the earth be bleſſed ; 

Becauſe that Abraham obeyed my voice, 
and kept my charge, my N 
my ſtarutes, and my laws. - 

And Ifaac dwelt in Gerar : 

Then Iſaac ſowed in that land; and re- 
ceived in the ſame year an hundred - fold: 
and the Loxb bleſſed him. 

And the man waxed great, „ went for- 
ward, and grew until he became very great. 

For he had poſſeſſion of flocks, and poſ- 
ſeſſion of herds, and great ſtore of ſervants: 
And the Philiſtines envied him 

For all the wells which his father's ſer- 
vants had digged in the days of Abraham 
his father, the Philiſtines had ſtopped thern, 
and filled them with earth, 

And Abimelech ſaid unto Iſaac, Go From | 
us, for thou art much mightier than we. 

And Iſaac departed thence, and pitehed 
his tent*in the valley: of- e and dwelt 
there. 

And Iſaac digged again the wells of » water - 
which they had digged in che days of Abra- 
Es ham 
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ham his father ; for the Philiſtines had ſtop- 
ped them after the death of Abraham : and 
he called their names after the names by 
which his father had called them. 
And Ifaac's ſervants digged in the valley, 
and found there a well of ſpringing water. 
And the herdmen of Gerar did ſtrive with 


Iſaac's herdmen, ſaying, The water is ours: 


and he called the name of the well Eſek, 
becauſe they ſtrove with him. 
And they digged another well, and ſtrove 


for that alſo; and he called the name of it 


Sitnah. 
And he removed from thence, and digged 


another well, and for that they ſtrove not: 


and he called the name of it Rehoboth; and 


he ſaid, For now the Lozp hath made room 
for us, and we ſhall be fruitful in the land. 


And he went up from thence to Reer-theba, 
And the Loxp. appeared unto him the 


fame night, and ſaid, I am the Gop of 


Abraham thy father : fear not, for I am with 
thee, and will bleſs thee, and multiply thy 


ſeed for my ſervant Abraham's ſake, 


And he builded an altar there, and called 
upon the name of the Loxp, and pitched 


his tent there: and there Iſaac s ſervants 
digged a well. | | Then 


COVENANT WITH ABIMELECH. 125 

Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar, 

and Ahuzzath one of his friends, and Phichol 
the chief captain of his army. 

And Iſaac ſaid unto them, Wherefore 
come ye to me, ſeeing ye hate me, and have 
ſent me away from you ? 

And they ſaid, We ſaw certainly that us 
Lok was with thee: and we ſaid, Let there 
be now an oath betwixt us, even betwixt us 
and thee, and let us make a covenant: with 
thee, 

That thou wilt do us no dub as we have 
not touched thee, and as we have done unto 
thee nothing but good, and have ſent thee 
away in peace: thou art now the bleſſed of 
the Lorp. 

And he made them a feaſt, and they did: 
eat and drink. 

And they roſe up betimes in the morning, 
and ſware one to another: and Iſaac ſent 
them away, and they departed from him 
in peace. | 

And it came to paſs the ſame day, that 
Iſaac's ſervants came and told him concern- 
ing the well which they had . digged, and 
ſaid unto him, We have found water. 5 

un 


* 


And 


126 HISTORY OF ISAAC. 
And he called it Shebah : therefore the 


name of the city is Beer-ſheba unto this day. 


And Eſau was forty years old when he took 
to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri the 
Hittite, and Baſhemath the daughter of Elon 
the Hittite : | 

Which were a grief of mind unto Iſaac and 
to Rebekah. 


ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 


I told you, my dear, that in former days it was cuſ- 


tomary for the eldeſt ſon to be heir to his father's land, 


flocks, herds, ſervants, and other property; and that 
the younger children uſually went to ſettle in different 
places, after hazing received gifts to enable thera 0 
provide for themſelves. 

The right of inheritance was called the birth- right, 


as being firſt-born or eldeſt gave the title to it; it was 


certainly a high mark of diſtinction, and the perſon 
who poſſeſſed it, muit have derived great confequence 
from it; beſides, he might hope, that the deſire of all 
nations, the praiſed Saviour, would proceed from 
him; therefore he certainly ought to have ſet a great 
value. on ſuch a. noble privilege ; but you. find, thiat 
Eſau parted with it for the trifling conſideration of a 
meſs of pottage. 

One would ſuppoſe, he could be in no actual danger 
of ſtarving in his father's houſe, and that he might have 
procured food at an eaſier rate; therefore it ſeems pro- 

a blable, 
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bable, that he took a particular fancy to Jacob's meſs, 
and defircd it out of gluttony, as thinking it nicer than 
any thing ele in the houſe ; but had he been really 
{.int, and ready to die, he ſhould have truſted in Gop 
to ſupport and relieve him. Why Jacob took advantage 
of him we. know not; for where ſo little is ſaid, it is 
difficult to come to any certainty : we muſt only take 
care to avoid ſuppoling that God ever does wrong, and 
aſſure ourſelves, that it is not intended as an example 
for us to prefer our own intereſt to that of our brothers 
and ſiſters. 

About a year after this, there was a famine in the 
land; The word famine; means a ſcarcity of proviſions. 

You know that corn is ſown every year in the earth, 
and that we uſually at the harveſt, receive a conſider- 
able- increaſe, which farniſhes us with bread ; but this 
increaſe depends entirely upom Gop), for He has the 
ſupreme command in all things. The earth which 
receives the grain is his; the water falling in gentle 
dews and. ſhowers, refreſheth it, or poured in torrents 
from the ſky, deſtroys it. The fun either ſheds his 
enlivening beams to ripen the corn and fruits, or with- 
draws them as the ALM1GnTyY direfts ; and the farmer's 
toil will- be ineffectual; unleſs it pleaſes Gop to bleſs 
his lIabours. So gracious and merciful is our CREATOR, 
that he generally fends rain, and cauſeth his ſun to 
ſhine ; tho? ſometimes, to awaken the world to a ſenſe 
of its wickedneſs, he withholds. his bounty, and the 
harveſt fails. This occafions a great deal of diſtreſs, 
and were it to happen all over the world at the ſame 
time, the whole race of mankind muſt periſh./ It would 
affect you greatly, to read of the dreadful conſequences 

of 
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of famine! there have been inſtances of perſons v 
have eat their dogs and horſes, nay, each other, to 
ſatisfy the rage of hunger. Therefore, I beg you will 
always be thankful for your daily bread, becauſe you 
are moſt certainly indebted for it to the Armrcury; 
and were yow poſſeſſed of the greateſt riches, they would 
avail you nothing, if Go withheld the uſual boun- 
ties of his hand, the produce of the earth. 

Without doubt the famine muſt have been great, 
that occaſioned Iſaac to remove; and he had ſuffered- 
the fears, and perhaps ſome of the diſtreſſes, which are 
natural to ſuch a ſituation: what comfort, then, did 
he receive from the goodneſs of Gop, who condeſcended 
to appear to him, and renew the promiſe he had made 
to Abraham 

J have told you before, that it is impoſſible to ſee FA 
MajzsTY or God; but I apprehend, that Iſaac be- 
held that divine viſion which evidenced the PRESENCI 
or God; and which, the AL Miu rr had taught 
mankind to conſider as a revelation of Hus ELT; called 
in ſome parts of ſcripture, his Wok D. 

You find, that Iſaac ſoon began to experience the 
goodneſs of the Loxp; for. when he ſowed in the land, 
it produced an: hundred times as-much as he had put 
into the ground, and he ſoon: became very rich: he 
was not, however, free from trouble, for the Philiſ- 
tines envied him, and endeavoured to diſtreſe him as 
much as poſſible, by ſtopping up the wells where he 
watered his cattle. This was a very unjuſt action, be- 
cauſe Abraham had purchaſed them of a former king. 
It was uſual to give ſigniſicant names to places, that 
they might remain as. monuments of particular events: 
N thus 
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thus Iſaac named one well Eſek, which means Conten- 
tion, on account of the diſputes he had with the Phi- 
liſtines; another Sitnah, or Hatred, becauſe of the 
malice with which they purſued him ; and another Re- 
hoboth, or Room, becauſe he was delivered by it from the 
ſtraits and difficulties he muſt have laboured under with 
ſuch numbers of flocks and herds, and ſuch a ſcarcity 
of water. He afterwards named this well Beer-ſheba,. 
or the well of the Oath ; becauſe it was the very well, 
which Abraham had dug and given that name to, on 
account of a ſolemn agreement he had made with the 
king of the country, concerning his right of poſſeſſing: 
it, 

You find, my dear, that Gov Armrcary fulfilled 
his promiſe in reſpe& to Iſaac, for he bleſſed him with 
worldly proſperity, and gave him hopes that the pro · 
miſed Saviour ſhould proceed from him; and Iſaac 
depended upon the performance of it, tho? he had only 
a diſtant proſpect; and having but two ſons, there was 
then little other reaſon for him to expect, that he ſhould 
have a family ſufficiently numerous to ſubdue thouſands 
and ten thouſands of people, who were in poſſeſſion of 
that land which Gop gave to him as an inheritance. 
But nothing is impoſſible with the ALm1caTyY, and 
tho we cannot with certainty foreſee, what will happen 
even the next minute, Gop perfectly knows every thing 
that is to come, as well as the preſent and the paſt. 
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A ND it came: to paſs, that when Iſaac 

' was old, and his eyes were dim, ſo 
that he could not fee; he called Eſau his eldeſt 
fon, and ſaid unto him, My ſon : and he 
faid unto him,; , Behold, here am I; 

And he ſaid, Behold now Iam old; I know 
not the day of my death. 

Now therefore, take, I pray thee; thy wea- 
pons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out 
to the field, and take me ſome veniſon ; 

And make me. ſavoury meat, ſuch as I 
Ive, and bring it to me that I may eat: that 
my ſoul may bleſs thee: before 1 die. 
And Rebekah heard when Iſaac ſpake to 

Eſau his ſon : and Eſau went to the field to 
hunt for veniſon, and to. bring it. 

And Rebekah ſpake unto Jacob her ſon, 
ſaying, Behold, I heard thy father ſpeak 
unto Eſau thy brother, ſaying, 

$ - > | Bring 
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Bring me veniſon and make me ſavoury 
meat, that I may eat, and bleſs thee before 
the Lozp, before my death. 

Now therefore, my ſon, obey my voice, 
according to that which I command thee; 

Go now to the flock, and fetch 'me from 
thence two good kids of the goats; and I 
will make them ſavoury meat for thy father, 
ſuch as he loveth. 

And thou ſhalt bring it to thy father, that 
he may eat, and that he _—_ bleſs thee be- 
fore his death. 

And Jacob ſaid to Rebekah his mother, 
Behold, Eſau my brother is a hairy _ 
and I am a ſmooth man; 

My father peradventure will feel me, and 
I ſhall ſeem to him as a deceiver; and I ſhall 
bring a curſe upon me, and not a bleſſing. - 

And his mother ſaid unto him, Upon me 
be thy curſe, my ſon: only obey my voice, 
and go fetch me them. 

And he went and fetched, and brought 
them to his mother : and his mother made 
ſavoury meat, ſuch as his father loved. 

And Rebekah took goodly ratment of her 
eldeſt fon Eſau, which were with her in the 

houſe, 
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bond and put them upon Jacob her Voung- 
er ſon. 

And ſhe put the 150 of the kids of the 
goats upon his hands, and upon the ſmooth 
of his neck. 

And ſhe gave the b meat, and the 
bread, which ſhe had prepared, into the hand 
ol her ſon Jacob. 

And he came unto his father, and ſaid, 
My father; and he ſaid, Here am I; Who 
art thou, my ſon? 

And Jacob ſaid unto his father, I am Eſau 
thy firſt-born; I have done according as 
thou badeſt me: ariſe, I pray thee, fit and 
eat of my venifon, that thy foul may bleſs me. 

And Iſaac ſaid unto his ſon, How 1s it 
that thou haſt found it ſo quickly, my ſon? 
and he ſaid, Becauſe the Loxp thy. Gop 
brought it to me. 

And Ifaac ſaid unto Jacob, Come near, Þ 
I pray thee, that I may feel thee, my ſon, 
whether thou be my very ſon Eſau, or not. 
And Jacob went near unto Iſaac his. fa- 
ther, and he felt him, and ſaid, The voice 
is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands 


of Eſau, | 
And 
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And he diſcerned him not, becauſe his 
hands were hairy, as his brother Eſau's hands: 
ſo he bleſſed him. 

And he ſaid, Art thou my was ſon Eſau ? 
and he ſaid, I am, 

And he ſaid, Bring it near to me, aa I 
will eat of my ſon's veniſon, that my ſoul may 
bleſs thee : and he brought it near to him, 
and he did eat: and he brought him win 
and he drank. 

And his father Iſaac ſaid unto kim, Come 
near now, and kiſs me, my ſon. | 

And he came near, and kiſſed him: hey: 
he ſmelled the ſmell of his raiment, and 
bleſſed him, and ſaid, See, the ſmell of my 
ſon is as the ſmell of a field, which the Loxn 
hath bleſſed, 

Therefore God give thee of the dew of 
heaven, and the fatneſs of the earth, and 
plenty of corn and wine. 

Let people ſerve thee, and nations bow 
down to thee; be lord over thy brethren, 
and let thy mother's ſons bow down to thee: 
curſed be every one that curſeth thee, and 
bleſſed be he that bleſſeth thee. | 

And it came to paſs as ſoon as Iſaac had 
made an end of bleſſing Jacob, and Jacob 

was 
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was yet ſcarce gone out from the preſence 
of Iſaac his father, that Eſaw his brother 
came in from his hunting. | 
And he alſo had made ſavoury meat, and 
brought it unto his father; and ſaid unto his 
father, Let my father ariſe, and eat of his 
fon's veniſon, that thy ſoul may bleſs me. 

And Iſaac his father ſaid unto him, Who 
art thou? and he ſaid, I am thy ſon, thy 
firſt-born Eſau. 

And Iſaac trembled very exceedingly, and 
he ſaid, Who ? where is he that hath taken 
veniſon, and brought it me; and ] have eat- 
en of all before thou cameſt, and have bleſſed 
him? yea, and he ſhall be bleſſed. 

And when Eſau heard the words of his 
father, he cried with a great and exceeding 
bitter cry, and ſaid unto his father, Bleſs me, 
even.me alſo, O my father. | 

And he ſaid, Thy brother came with fab- 
tilty, and hath taken away thy bleſſing. 

And he ſaid, Is not he rightly named 
Jacob? for he hath ſupplanted me theſe two 
times: he took away my birth-right; and 
behold, now he hath taken away my bleſſing: 
and he ſaid; Haſt thou not reſerved a bleſſ- 
ing for me ?: 


And 
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And Iſaac anſwered and ſaid unto Eſau, 
Behold, I have made him thy lord, .and all 
his-brethren have 1 given to him for ſervants, 
and with corn and wine have I ſuſtained 
him : and what ſhall I do now unto thee, 
my ſon? | 

And Eſau ſaid unto his father, Haſt thou 
but one bleſſing, my father? bleſs me, even 
me allo, O my father. And Eſau lifted up 
his voice and wept. | 

And Iſaac his father anſwered, and faid 
unto him, Behold, thy dwelling ſhall be the 
fatneſs of the earth, and of the dew-of hea- 
ven from above. 

And by thy ſword ſhalt thou live, and 
| ſhalt ſerve thy brother: and it ſhall come to 
paſs when thou ſhalt have the dominion, that 
thou ſhalt break his yoke from off thy neck. 

And Eſau hated Jacob, becauſe of the 
bleſſing wherewith his father bleſſed him : 
and Eſau ſaid in his heart, The days of 
mourning for my father are at hand, then 
will I lay my brother Jacob. 

And theſe words of Eſau her elder ſon 
were told to Rebekah : and ſhe ſent and 
called Jacob her younger ſon, and ſaid unto 
him, Behold, thy brother Eſau as touching 

| thee 
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thee doth comfort himſelf, purpoſing to kill 
thee. 

Now, therefore, my fon; obey my voice, 
and ariſe, flee thou to Laban my brother, to 
Haran: 

And tarry with him a few days, until thy 
brother's fury turn away; 

Until thy brother's anger turn away from 
thee, and he forget that which thou haſt 
done to him : then I will ſend and fetch thee 
from thence : why ſhould I be deprived alſo 
of you both in one day ? 

And Rebekah faid to Iſaac, I am weary 
of my life, becauſe of the davghters of 
Heth: if Jacob take a wife of the daughters 
of Heth, ſuch as theſe which are of the 
daughters of the land, what good ſhall my 
life do me? 

And Ifaac called Jacob, and bleſſed him, 
and charged him, and faid unto him, Thou 
ſhalt not take a wife of the daughters of 
Canaan. 

Ariſe, go to Padan-aram, to the houſe 
of Bethuel thy mother's father; and take 
- thee a wife from thence of the daughters of 


Laban thy mother's brother, 
I And 
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And Gop ALMIGHTY bleſs thee, and 
make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that 
thou mayeſt be a multitude of people: 

And give thee the bleſſing of Abraham, 
to thee, and to thy ſeed with thee; that 
thou mayeſt inherit the land wherein thou 
art a ſtranger, which Gop gave unto Abra- 
ham. 

And Ifaac ſent away Jacob, and he went 
to Padan-aram unto Laban, ſon of Bethuel 
the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob's 
and Eſau's mother. | 

When Eſau. ſaw that Iſaac had bleſſed 
Jacob, and ſent him away to Padan-aram, 
to take him a wife from thence; and that 
as he bleſſed him, he gave him a charge, 
ſaying, Thou ſhalt: not take a wife of the 
daughters of Canaan ; 

And that Jacob obeyed his father, and his 
mother, and was gone to Padan-aram ; 

And Eſau ſeeing that the daughters of 
Canaan pleaſed not Iſaac his father: 

Then went Eſau unto Iſhmael, and took 
unto the wives which he had, Mahalath the 
daughter of Iſhmael Abraham's ſon, the 
ſiſter of Nebajoth, to be his wife, 
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ANNOTATIONS axd REFLECTIONS. 


It is neceſſary, my dear, to remind you of the pro. 
phecy I mentioned before, concerning Es av and JA. 
cos; That two different nations ſhould proceed from 
them, and that the elder ſhould ſerve the younger, 
You muſt be very careful to avoid ſuppoſing, that Gop 
acts with partiality towards particular perſons, and that 
he obliges or inclines ſome to commit bad actions, and 
then rejects and puniſhes them for committing them; 
whilſt others, who are guilty of great fins, are, not. 
withſtanding, high in his favour, and diſtinguiſhed by 
peculiar bleſſings. You are ſenſible, that you have a 
power of doing either good or evil ; and are conſcious, 
that one is right the other wrong ; this liberty belongs 
to our nature, and was Gop to deprive mankind of it, 
and lay a reſtraint upon- their free-will, they would be 
another ſort of beings, and would have no uſe for their 
reaſon, but would become like meer machines, which 
can do nothing of themſelves : when you are older, 
this matter may be more fully explained to you; but 
in the mean while, do not ſuffer yourſelf to think that 
Gov is either unjuſt or unkind to any of his creatures. 
The loſs of his favour, the wicked bring on them- 
ſelves; and every evil which he ſuffers good people to 
endure in this world, may be conducive to their ever- 
laſting happineſs. I have often told you, that Gop 
knows all things, therefore muſt foreſee what every 
perſon who comes into the world will do. As Gov 
made and governs all things, he certainly had a right 


to chuſe what nation the Saviour of mankind ſhould 
proceed 
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proceed from, and who ſhould, for that purpoſe, be 
ſeparated and diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the world. 


Tho particolar perfons to whom the promiſes were 
made, were remarkable for their faith and piety, not- 
withſtanding they were guilty of ſome great faults, 

In the former ſection you read in what manner Eſau” 
had given up his birth-right, which as he had confirmed 
the bargain with an oath, (that is, ſworn by the Lozxy 
to reſign it to Jacob) he could not require again with- 
out committing a very great ſin : he had likewiſe, con- 
trary to an expreſs command of Gop, married wives 
from amongſt the idolatrous nations, which was another 
very wicked thing, becauſe his children would be nearly 
related to thoſe who were under the curſe of Gop for 
their wickedneſs, and would moſt likely be influenced by 
their example to join in their wicked abominations. 
Therefore we need not wonder that the AL Mi x did 
not preſerve him from the great misfortune of loſing his 
father's bleſſing, which was indeed the bleſſing of Go 
given by means of his father, who ſpake the words that 
the Lon revealed unto him, and foretold what ſhould 
happen to the poſterity of the ſon to whom he ſpake 
them; for it was cuſtomary-from the time of Abraham, 
tor the fathers of each family to call their children toge- 
ther, and inform them, as Gop directed, how and in 
what manner the bleſſing of Abraham was to deſcend 
amongſt them. Iſaac intended this peculiar favour for 
Elau, but it was not in his power to alter the purpoſes 
of God, who had determined in favour of Jacob and his 
poſterity. The nation of the Jews, the deſcendants of 
Jacob, would, notwitſtanding, have been the peculiar 
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people, eyen if Rebekah had practiſed her artifices in 
favour of Eſau, for Gop knew that Jacob would acknay. 
ledge no Gop but the Gop of his fathers Abraham and 
Iſaac ; and likewiſe knew that Eau would deſpiſe and i 
forget him, and connect himſelf with the profeſſed ene. 
mies of the ALMIGHTY. 4 
Rebekah was greatly to blame in caſering her anxi- 
ous ſolicitude for ſecuring the blefling to her darling 
ſon, to lead her from the paths of ſincerity and truth; 
and you may obſerye ſhe was greatly puniſhed for it by 
the tormenting fears that muſt fill her mind, leſt his 
brother ſhould put him to death, and the being depriv- 
ed of his company; which ſhe was obliged to ſubmit to, 
in order to preſerve his life, Had ſhe been contented 
to rely on the promiſe which Gop had made con- 
cerning him, he might have continued with her in peace 
and ſafety. Jacob was very unwilling to join in the deceit, 
but he doubtleſs had a great reſpect and affection for his 
mother, and therefore was fearful of giving her offence; 
and he had no time to conſider much about it, as ſhe 
hurried him to do it immediately, leſt his brother ſhould 
return. He might think, perhaps, that he was only 
going to ſecure to himſelf what was his right, as Eſau 
had transferred it to him: but after all that can be ſaid 
in excuſe for him, it muſt be acknowledged that he was 
guilty of a very great crime in taking advantage of his 
brother's abſence, and the infirmity of his aged parent; 
and had the bleſſing been confined to his own perſon, 
would have deſerved to loſe it; nor did theſe faults 
remain unpuniſhed, for he drew himſelf into great trou- 
bles and diſtreſſes. He raiſed the anger and hatred of 
his brother againſt him, and thereby endangered his own 
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life. He was obliged to leave his native home, forſake 
his ancient father, and baniſh himſelf from his indul- 
gent mother, alone and unattended, leſt the companion 
of his flight ſhould deliver him to his brother; he was 
even deſtitute of the common means of ſubſiſtence for 
any length of time, for he could not requeſt his father 
to give him a younger ſon's portion, as Iſaac ſuppoſed 
Jacob was taking the journey merely to. get himſelf a 
wife : nor could he live like the heir in his brother's 
preſence. It is true he was going to his mother's rela- 
tions, but many misfortunes might befall him by the 
way, and it was probable that they would not receive 
him, nor give him a ſettlement amongſt them. He had 
no flocks, nor herds, to begin the world with, nor do 
we read that he was ſkilled like Iſhmael in the uſe of 
the bow and arrow. 

Iſaac you find repeated the bleſſing to him at his 
departure, by which we may learn that he fully under- 
ſtood the purpoſes of the ALmicaury, and acquieſced 
in the preference given to his youngeſt ſon. Eſau re- 
pented when it was too late, and there is reaſon to ſup- 
poſe he had trouble enough to keep peace amongſt his 
wives and their different families ; he was, however, 
bleſſed with worldly proſperity, and never became a 
ſervant to Jacob, though his deſcendants the Edomites 
were in ſubjection to the Jews for a great number of 
years, as you will read afterwards, ſo that the prophecy 
evidently related to them. 

You may learn from this hiſtory, my dear, that the 
beſt of men committed fins and offended Gop. You 
find, likewilc, that he graciouſly pardoned them, and 
continued his favour to them ; which ſhould keep us 
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from deſpairing of his mercy towards ourſelves, when 
we feel our infirmities and reflect on our ſins; but we 
muſt not perſiſt in the practice of any kind of wicked. 
neſs, preſuming on the forgiveneſs of Gop, becauſe he 
will pardon none but thoſe who endeavour to live agree- 
ably to his will, who ſincerely acknowledge their de. 
pendence on him, and faithfully truſt in his promiſes; 
which Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob did, though they 
were not entirely free from faults. It was very graci- 
ous in the ALMIGHTY to ſhew us that they were im- 
perfect, as we might otherwiſe ſuppoſe them to have been 
of a ſuperior nature to us, which might have diſcouraged 
us from attempting to follow the example of their faith 
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HISTORY Or JACOB. 
His DREAM—HIRES HIMSELF ro LABAN, &c. 


ND Jacob went out from Hor es, 
and went toward Haran. 

And he lighted upon a certain place, and 
tarried there all night, becauſe the ſun was 
ſet : and he took of the ſtones of that place, 
and put them for his pillows, and lay down 
in that place to ſleep. 

And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder 
ſet upon the earth, and the top of it reached 
to heaven: and behold the angels of Gop 
aſcending, and deſcending on it. | 

And behold the Lon p ſtood above it, and 
ſaid, I am the Loxp Gop of Abraham thy 
father, and the Gop of Ifaac: the land 
whereon thou lieſt, to thee will I give it, and 
to thy ſeed. 

And thy ſeed ſhall be as the duſt of the 
earth; and thou ſhalt ſpread abroad to the 
welt, and to the eaſt, and to the north, 
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and to the ſouth: and in thee, and in thy 
ſeed ſhall all the families of the earth be 
bleſſed. 7 
And behold, bi am with thee, and will 
keep thee in all places whither thou goeſt, 
and will bring thee again into this land : for 
I will not leave thee, until I have done that 
| which I have ſpoken to thee of. 

And Jacob awaked out of his ſleep, and 

he ſaid, Surely the Lox is in this place; 
and I knew it not. 
And he was afraid, and ſaid, How dread- 
ful is this place! this is none other but the 
houſe of 'Gop, and this is the gate of 
heaven. | 

And Jacob roſe up early in the morning, 
and took the ſtone that he had put for his 
Pillows, and ſet it up for a pillar, and poured 
oil upon the top of it. 

And he called the name of that place 
Beth-el : but the name of that city was call- 
ed Luz at the firſt, 

And Jacob vowed a vow, ſaying, If Gop 
will be with me, and will keep me in this 
way that I go, and will give me bread to eat 
and raiment to put on; 


- 
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So that I come again to my father's 
houſe in peace: then ſhall the Loxp be my 


boo. 


And this ſtone, which 1 have ſet for a 
pillar, ſhall be Gop's houſe: and of all 
that-thou ſhalt give me, I will ſurely give 
the tenth unto thee. 

Then Jacob went on his journey, and 
came into the land of the people of the 
eaſt. 

And he looked, and bekota, a well in the 
field, and lo, there were three flocks of 
ſheep lying by it: for out of that well they 
watered the flocks: and a great Wong was 
W the well's mouth. 

And thither were all the flocks RY 
and they rolled the ſtone from the well's 
mouth, and watered the ſheep, and put the 
ſtone again upon the well's mouth in his 
place. 

And Jacob ſaid unto: them, My brethren, 
whence be ye? and they ſaid, Of Haran are 
we, 

And he faid unto them, Know ye Laban 
the ſon of Nahor ? and they ſaid, We know 


him. XJ 


H 4, «= 


146 


gathered together; water ye the ſheep, and 


flocks be gathered together, and till they 


rolled the ſtone from the well's mouth; and 


his voice and wept, 
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And he ſaid unto. them, Is he well? and 
they ſaid, He is well: and behold, Rachel 
his daughter cometh with the ſheep. 
And he ſaid, Lo, it is yet high day, 
neither is it time that the cattle ſnould be 


go and feed them. 
And they ſaid, We cannot en all the 


roll the ſtone from the well's mouth; then 
we water the ſneeßp. 

And while he. yet ſpake with hank. Ra- 
chel came with her father's ſheep :- for ſhe 
kept them. 

And it came to paſs when Jacob ſaw Ra- 
chel the daughter of Laban. his | mother's 
brother, and the ſheep of Laban his mo- 
ther's brother ; that Jacob went near, and 


watered the flock of Laban his mother's 


brother. | oa] 
And Jacob kiſſed Rachel, and lifted up 
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And Jacob, told Rachel that he was her 
father's brother, aud that he was Rebekah's Wil 
ſon: and ſhe ran and told her father, . 

And 
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And it came to paſs, when Laban heard 
the tidings of Jacob his ſiſter's ſon, that he 
ran to meet him, and embraced him and kiſſ- 
ed him, and brought him to his houſe, and 
he told Laban all theſe things. 

And Laban faid to him, Surely thou art 
my bone and my fleſh. And he abode with 
him the ſpace of a month. 

And Laban ſaid unto Jacob, Becauſe 190 
art my brother, ſhouldeſt thou therefore 
ſerve me for nought? tell me what ſhall thy 
wages be ? 

And Laban had two daughters: the name 
of the elder was Leah, and the name 0 the 
younger was Rachel. 

Leah was tender- eyed: but Rachel was 
beautiful, and well-favoured. 

And Jacob loved Rachel; and ſaid, I will 
ſerve thee ſeven years for Rachel thy younger 
daughter, 

And Laban faid, It is better that'1 give 
her to thee, than that I ſhould give her to 
another man: abide with me. 

And Jacob ſerved ſeven years for Rachel; 
and they ſeemed unto him but a few days, 
for the love he had to her, 
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And Jacob ſaid unto Laban, Give me my 
wife for my days are fulfilled. 

And Laban gathered together all the men 
of the place, and made a feaſt, | 

And it came to paſs in the evening, that 
he took Leah his daughter, and brought her 
unto him, | 

And Jacob ſaid unto him, What is this 
thou haſt done unto me? did I not ſerve 
thee for Rachel? wherefore then haſt thou 
beguiled me ? 9 

And Laban ſaid, It muſt not be ſo done 
in our country, to give the younger before 
the firſt- born. | 

Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this 
alſo, for the ſervice which thou ſhalt ſerve 
with me yet ſeven other years. 


And Jacob did ſo, and he gave him Ra- 


chel his daughter. 


And he loved Rachel more than Leah, 
and ſerved with him yet ſeven other years. 
And it came to paſs, when Rachel had 
borne Joſeph, that Jacob ſaid unto Laban, 


Send me away, that I may go unto mine 


own place, and to my country, 
Give me my wives and my children, for } 
whom I have ſerved thee, and let me go: 
- Þ for 
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for thou knoweſt my ſervice which I have 
done thee. 
= And Laban ſaid unto: him, I pray wie; 

if I have found favour. in thine eyes, tarry: 
br 1 have learned by experience, that the 
Lob hath bleſſed me for thy ſake. 

And he ſaid, Appoint me thy wages, and 
J will give it. 

And he faid unto him, Thou Knoweſt 
how I have ſerved thee, and how thy cattle” | 
was with me. 

For it was little which thou hadſt before 
I came, and it is now increaſed unto a mul- 
titude; and the Lord hath bleſſed thee ſince 
my coming: and now when ſhall IT provide 
for mine own houſe alſo ? 

And he ſaid, What ſhall I give thee? and 
Jacob ſaid, Thou ſhalt not give me any, 
thing : if thou wilt do this thing for me, L 
will again feed and keep thy flock :: 

I will paſs through all thy flock to-day;. 
removing from thence all the ſpeckled and 
ſpotted cattle, and alt the brown. cattle 
among the ſheep, and the ſpotted and ſpeck- 
led among the goats: and of ſuch — be 
my hire. 
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So ſhall my righteouſneſs anſwer for me 
in time to come, when it ſhall come for my 
hire before thy face: every one that is not 


ſpeckled and ſpotted amongſt the goats, and 1 | 


brown amongſt the ſheep, that ſhall ing ac- 
counted ſtolen with me. 

And Laban ſaid, Behold, I would it migh 
be according to thy word. 

And he removed that day the he· goats 


that were ring- ſtraked, and ſpotted, and all 
the ſhe- goats that were ſpeckled and ſpotted, 


and every one that had ſome white 1n it, and 
all the brown among the ſheep, and gave 
them into the hands of his ſons. 

And he ſet three days journey betwixt 
himſelf and Jacob : and Jacob fed the reſt of 
Laban's flocks. | 

And, the man increaſed 1 and 
had much cattle, and maid-ſervants, and 
men- ſervants, and camels and aſſes. 

And he heard the words of Laban's ſons, 
ſaying, Jacob hath taken away all that was 
our father's; and of that which was our 
father's hath he gotten all this glory. 

And Jacob beheld the countenance of La- 


ban, and behold it was not toward him as 


before, 
And 
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And the Loxp ſaid unto Jacob, Return 
unto. the land of thy fathers, and to thy 
kindred; and I will be with thee. 

And Jacob ſent and called Rachel and 
Leah to the field unto his flock. 

And ſaid unto them, I ſee: your father's 
countenance that it is not toward me as be- 
fore: but the Gop of my father hath been 
with me. 

And ye know that with all my power I 
have ſerved your father ; | 

And your father hath deceived me, and 
changed my wages ten times; but God ſuf- 
fered him not to hurt me. 

If he ſaid thus, The ſpeckled ſhall be 
thy wages : then all the cattle bare ſpeckled: 
and if he ſaid thus, The ring-ſtraked' ſhall 
be thy hire; then bare all the cattle ring- 
ſtraked. 

Thus Gop hath taken away the cattle of 
your father, and given them to me. | 

And it came to paſs, that I lifted up mine 
eyes, and behold, the angel of the Lorp 
ſpake unto me in a dream, ſaying, Jacob: 
and I ſaid, Here am I: and he ſaid, I have 
teen all that Laban doeth unto thee. 


I am 
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| I am the Gop of Beth-el, where thou 
anointedit the pillar, and where thou vow- 
edit a vow unto me: now ariſe, get thee 


land of thy kindred. 

And Rachel and Leah anſwered, aid ſaid 

unto him, Is there yet any portion or inhe- 

ritance for us in our father's houſe ? 

Are we not counted of him ſtrangers ? for 
he hath ſold us, and hath quite devoured 
alſo our money. 

For all the riches which Gop hath taken 

from our father, that is our's, and our chil- 

dren's: now then whatſoever Go hath ſaid 
unto thee, do. 

Then Jacob roſe up, and ſet his ſon's and 

his wives upon camels. 

And he carried away all his cattle, and 
all his goods which he had gotten, the cat- 
tle of his getting, which he had gotten in 

Padan- aram; for to go to Iſaac his father in 

the land of Canaan. 


out from this land, and return unto the 
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Though it is not mentioned, my dear, in the portion 
of ſcripture you have been reading, yet I think there is 
great reaſon to ſuppoſe that Jacob humbled himſelf 
before Gop, and expreſſed his thankfulneſs for the 
bleſſing he had received, acknowledged his unworthi- 
neſs, and profeſſed a reſolution to avoid any wicked 
actions for the future. He then laid himſelf on the 
cold ground, with only a ſtone for his pillow, but what 
a delightful ſleep had he on this humble bed! 

The ALm1Gary vouchſafed to reveal himſelf to him 
as he had formerly done to Abraham and Iſaac, and 
aſſured him, that ** in his ſeed all the families of the 
earth ſhould be bleſſed.” Gop likewiſe condeſcended 
to promiſe him perſonal protection, and made a cove- 
nant with him, that / he would be with him whither- 
ſoever he went, and bring him again into that land.” 
Jacob was well convinced that this was no common 
dream, for he had beheld ſuch glorious ſcenes, that he 
fancied himſelf at the gate of heaven ; and you find he 
was ſtruck with awe and reverence, and was at the ſame 
time full of joy and faith, for he eagerly haſtened to 
accept the covenant, ſet up the ſtone which had been 
his pillow, poured oil on it (this was a ceremony uſed 
in dedicating any thing to religious uſes) and then made 
a ſolemn vow that the Loxp ſhould be his Gov, and 
that at his return he would worſhip him at that place, 
and dedicate to him a tenth part of whatſoever he ſhould 
then poſſeſs, What Jacob particularly meant by this 

We 
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we are not told, but it is likely that he intended t0 
devote a tenth part of his ſubſtance to ſacrifices and acts 
of charity; for Gop receives what is given to the poor 
for his ſake, as given to himſelf. After Jacob had per- 
formed this act of devotion, he named the place Beth-el, 
which ſignifies, The houſe of Gop, and the ſtone was 
a a monument of the awful event; for as Gop permitted 
Jacob to conſecrate it, he doubtleſs prevented its being 
taken away, that it might remain to put Jacob in mind 
of his vow, and likewiſe keep up the remembrance of 
it amongſt his deſcendants. 

Animated and enlivened by the divine viſion, Jacob 
mult have been greatly encouraged to purſue his journey; 
he now knew that he was under the peculiar protec- 
tion-of Providence, and certainly felt the moſt pleaſing 
emotions when he beheld Rachel, and afterwards met 
with ſuch an agreeable reception in her father's houſe, 
His fears of want were now at an end, but he was 
notwithſtanding to experience many trials. At firſt 
you find Laban treated him with great kindneſs, but 
when Jacob expected to receive the reward of his induf- 
try and fidelity, he impoſed upon him, and inſiſted on 
his marrying his elder daughter, and ſo ſecured his 
ſervices for ſeven years longer, as he knew he would 
not deſert his beloved Rachel. 

This was a very unjuſt action; but what could Jacob 
do to help himſc!f? he had no friend but Gop, and it 
was his divine pleaſure to permit him to be tried in 
this manner, for many wiſe and good purpoſes, Beſides, 
the time was not yet come, when he ſhould return into 
-the land of Canaan : you find however that he grew very 
rich, as the cattle which were given him for the trouble 
he 
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he had with thoſe of Laban, increaſed greatly; fo that 
Laban and his ſons began to be very envious, which 
made his ſituation extremely uncomfortable to him and 
his family : he therefore, with the concurrence of his 
wives, after twenty years abode in that country, deter- 
mined to withdraw himſelf, and to return to his aged 
father without the knowledge of Laban, whoſe conſent 
he knew he ſhould not obtain, becauſe his affairs had 
proſpered ſo much under Jacob's hands, that he would 
be ſolicitous and urgent to detain him. | 
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SE C'T., XVI. 


HISTORY OF JACOB CONTINUED. 


PursuUeDd BY LABAN—MARK ES A COVENANT 
WITH HIM.,—InTERyiEW WITR ESAU, 


ND Laban went to ſhear his ſheep: 
and Rachel had ſtolen the images that 
were her father's. | 

And Jacob ſtole away unawares to Labanthe 
Syrian, in that he told him not that he fled. 

So he fled with all that he had, and he 
roſe up, and paſſed over the river, and ſet 
his face toward the mount Gilead. 

And it was told Laban on the third day 
that Jacob was fled. 

And he took his brethren with him, and 
purſued after him ſeven day's journey; and 
they overtook him in the mount Gilead. 

And Gop came to Laban the Syrian in a 
dream by night, and faid unto him, Take 
heed that thou ſpeak not to Jacob either 
good or bad. 

Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now Ja- 
cob had pitched his tent in the mount : and 

Laban 


| 
I 
| 
f 
| 
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Laban with his brethren 1 in the 


mount of Gilead. 


And Laban ſaid to Jacob, What haſt ben 
done, that thou haſt ſtolen away unawares 
to me, and carried away my daughters as 
captives taken with the ſword ? 

Wherefore didſt thou flee away ſecretly, 


| and ſteal away from me? and didſt not tell 


me, that I might have ſent thee away with 
mirth, and with ſongs, with tabret, and with 
harp ? | 
And haſt not ſuffered me to kiſs my ſons 
and my daughters? thou haſt now done 
fooliſhly in ſo doing. 

It is in the power of my hand to do you 
hurt: but the Gop of your father ſpake unto 
me yeſternight, ſaying, Take thou heed 
that thou ſpeak not to Jacob either good 
or bad, 

And now though thou wouldeſt needs be 
gone, becauſe thou ſore longedſt after thy 
father's houſe; yet wherefore haſt thou ſtolen 
my gods? 

And Jacob anſwered and ſaid to Laban, 
Becauſe I was afraid: for I ſaid, Peradven- 
ture thou wouldeſt take by force thy daugh- 
ters from me, | 

With 
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With whomſoever thou findeſt thy gods, 

i let him not live: before our brethren diſcern 

4 thou what 1s thine with me, and take it to 
| 


thee : for Jacob knew not that Rachel 2 J 

| | ſtolen them. F 
W || And Laban went into Jacob's tent, and 
| into Leah's tent, and into the two maid-ſer-f *# 
| vants tents ; but he found them not. Then 
went he out of Leah's tent, and entered into 
1 | Rachel's tent. 
'Þ - IR Now Rachel had taken the images, and 
1. put them in the camel's furniture, and ſat 
| upon them: and Laban ſearched all the 
tent, but found them not. 

And Jacob was wroth, and chode with 
Laban: and Jacob anſwered, and ſaid to 
Laban, What is my treſpaſs? what is my 
1 fin, that thou haſt ſo hotly purſued after me: 
in Whereas thou haſt ſearched all my tuff, 

# what haſt thou found of all thy houſhold 
ſtuff? ſer it here before my brethren and 
thy brethren, that they may judge betwixt 
us both. 

"Theſe twenty years have I been with thee; 
thy ewes and thy ſhe-goats have not caſt 
their young, and the rams of thy flock have 
I not eaten. 


— 
— . — — 
— — 
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That which was torn of beaſts, I brought 
1 ot unto thee: I bare the loſs of it; of m 

| arid didſt thou require it, whether ſtolen 1 
2 "nl day, or ſtolen by night. | 
lad = Thus I was, in the day the Fa APN con- 
8 med me, and the froſt by night; and ** 
nd 4 fleep departed from mine eyes. | 
"- Thus have I been twenty years in th 
* houſe : I ſerved thee fourteen years for thy 
1 two daughters, and ſix years for thy cattle: 
and thou haſt changed my wages ten times. 
Except the Gop of my father, the Gop of 
Abraham, and the fear of Iſaac had been 
with me, ſurely thou hadſt ſent me away 
now empty. God hath ſeen mine affliction, 
and the labour of my hands, and rebuked 
thee yeſternight. | 
And Laban anſwered and ſaid unto Jacob, 
Theſe daughters are my daughters, and theſe 
children are my children, and theſe cattle. 
are my cattle, and all that thou ſeeſt is 
mine : and what can I do this day unto theſe 
my daughters, or unto their chi Idren which 
they have born? | 
Now therefore come thou, let us make a 
covenant, I and thou; and let it be for a 
witneſs between me and thee, 


at 


And 
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And Jacob took a ſtone, and et it up for 
2 pillar. 

And Jacob ſaid unto his brethren, Gather 
ſtones; and they took ſtones, and made 
an heap; and they did eat there upon the 
heap. | 

And Laban called it rn but 
Jacob called it Galeed. 

And Laban ſaid, This heap is a witneſs 
between me and thee this day ; therefore was 
the name of it called Galeed : | 

And Mizpah; for he ſaid, The Loko 
watch between me and thee, when we are 
abſent one from another. 

If thou ſhalt afflict my daughters, or if 
thou ſhalt take other wives beſides my 
daughters, no man is with us ; See, Gob 1 18 
witneſs betwixt me and thee. 

And Laban ſaid to Jacob, Behold this 
heap, and behold this pillar, which I have 
caſt berwixt me and thee. 

This heap be witneſs, and this pillar be 
witneſs, that I will not paſs over this heap 
to thee, and that thou ſhalt not paſs over 
this heap and this pillar unto me, for harm. 

The Gop of Abraham and the Gop of 


Nahor, the Gop of their father, judge be- . 
twixt 
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twixt us. And Jacob Gare by the four of 


his father Iſaac. 

Then Jacob offered ſacrifice upon "as 
mount, and called his brethren to eat bread 2 
and they did eat bread, and tarried all night 
in the mount. 

And early in the morning Laban roſe up; 
and kiſſed his ſons and his daughters, and 
bleſſed them: and Laban departed, and re- 
turned unto his place. | 

And Jacob went on his way, and the 


angels of Gop met him. 
And when Jacob ſaw them, he ſaid, This 


is Gop's hoſt: and he called the name of By. 


that place Mahanaim. 
And Jacob ſent meſſengers before him to 


Eſau his brother, unto the land of Seir, the 
country of Edom. — 
And he commanded them, ſaying, Thus 
ſhall ye ſpeak unto my lord Eſau; Thy ſer- 
vant Jacob faith thus, I have ſojourned with 
Laban, and ſtayed there until now. | 
And I have oxen and aſſes, flocks, and” 
men-ſervants, and women-ſervants : and 1 
have ſent to tell my lord, that I may hw 


grace in thy ſight, | 
Ang 
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And the meſſengers returned to Jacob, 
ſaying, We came to thy brother Eſau, and 
alſo he cometh to meet thee, and four hun- 
dred men with him. 

Then Jacob was greatly afraid and ail. 
8 treſſed: and he divided the people that was 
with him, and the flocks, and herds, and 
the camels into two bands; * 
And ſaid, If Eſau come to the one com- 
pany and ſmite it, then the other company 
which is left ſhall eſcape, | 

And Jacob ſaid, O Gop of my father 
Abraham, and Gon of my father Iſaac, the 
Lorp which ſaidſt unto me, Return unto 
thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will 
deal well with thee : 

I am not worthy of the leaft of all the 
mercies, and of all the truth, which thou 
- haſt ſhewed unto thy ſervant: for with my 
ſtaff I paſſed over this Jordan, and 5 
am become two bands. 

Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand 
of my brother, from the hand of Eſau: for 
I fear him, leſt he will come and ſmite me, 
and the mother with the childeen. 

And thou ſaidſt, I will ſurely do thee 
good, and make thy ſeed as the ſand of the 

2 ſca, 
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fea, which cannot be numbered for mul- 
titude. 

And he ledged 1 that ſame night, 
and took of that which came to his hand, a 
preſent for Eſau his brother ; 

Two hundred ſhe-goats, and twenty he- 
goats, two hundred ewes, and twenty rams. 

Thirty milch camels with their colts, 
forty kine, and ten bulls, twenty ſhe-aſſes, 
and ten foles. ; 

And he delivered them into che hand of 
his ſervants, every drove by themſelves ; and 
ſaid unto his ſervants, Paſs over before me, 
and put a ſpace betwixt drove and drove. 

And he commanded the foremoſt, ſaying, 
When Eſau my brother meeteth thee, and 
aſketh thee, ſaying, Whoſe art thou? and 
whither goeſt thou ? and whoſe are theſe be- 
fore thee? 

Then thou ſhalt ſay, They be thy ſervant 
Jacob's; it is a preſent ſent unto my lord 
Eſau: and behold alſo he is behind us. 

And ſo commanded he the ſecond and the 
third, and all that followed the droves, ſay- 
ing, On this manner ſhall you ſpeak untoEſau 
when you find him. 


vol. I, 1 And 
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And ſay ye moreover, Behold, thy ſervant Wt: 
Jacob is behind us. For he ſaid, I will ap. 
peaſe him with the preſent that goeth before i 
me, and afterward I will ſee his face; per- 
adventure he will accept of me. 1 1s 

So went the preſent over before him : ant 4 
himſelf lodged that night in the company. j 

And he roſe up that night, and took his i 
two wives, and his two women ſervants, | 4 
and his eleven ſons, and paſſed over the ford 
Jabbok. 

And he took them, and ſent them over 
the brook, and ſent over that he had. 

And Jacob was left alone: and there | 
wreſtled a man with him until the breaking 
of the day. N 

And when he ſaw that he prevailed not 
againſt him, he touched the hollow of his Wl 
thigh : and the hollow of Jacob's thigh wu 
out of joint, as he wreſtled with him. 1 

And he ſaid, Let me go, for the day break- 
eth: and he ſaid, I will not * thee go, ex- 
cept thou bleſs me. Ih 
And he faid unto him, What is thy name? q 
and he ſaid, Jacob. 8 

And he ſaid, Thy name ſhall be called no 


more Jacob, but Iſrael : for as a prince hal 
thou 


WRESTLEKTH WITH AN ANGEL. 16; 


thou power with Gob and with men, and 
alt prevailed. 1 1 

= And Jacob aſked him and ſaid, Tell me, 
Wi | pray thee, thy name; and he ſaid, where- 
reis it, that thou doſt aſk after my name ? 
aud he bleſſed him there. 

And Jacob called the name of the place, 
peniel: for I have ſeen Gop face to face, 
and my life is preſerved. 

And as he paſſed over Penuel, the ſun 
roſe upon him, and he halted upon his thigh. 

Therefore the children of Iſrael cat not of 
the ſinew which ſhrank, which is upon the 
hollow of the thigh, unto this day; becauſe 
he touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh in 
the ſinew that ſhrank. 

And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, 

and behold, Eſau came, and with him four 
hundred men., And he divided the children 
unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the 
two hand-maids, 

And he put the. hand-maids. and. their 
children foremoſt, and Leah and her chil- 
dren after, and Rachel and Joſeph hindermoſt, 
And he paſſed over before them, and 
bowed himſelf to the ground ſeven times, 
until he came near to his brother. 

12 ; And 
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And Eſau ran to meet him, and embraced 
him, and fell on his neck, and kiſſed him: 
and they wept. | 

And he lift up his eyes, and ſaw the women, 
and the children, and ſaid, Who are thoſe 
with thee? and he ſaid, The children which 
Gop hath graciouſly given thy ſervant. 

Then the hand-maidens came near, they 
and their children, 'and they bowed them- 
ſelves. | | 

And Leah alfo with her children came 
near, and bowed themſelves : and after came 
Joſeph near and Rachel, and they bowed 
themſelves. 

And he ſaid, What meaneſt thou by all 
this drove which I met? and he ſaid, Theſe 
are to find grace in the ſight of my lord. 

And Eſau ſaid, I have enough : my bro- 
ther, keep that thou haſt unto thyſelf. 

And Jacob faid, Nay, I pray thee, if now 
I have found grace in thy ſight, then receive 
my preſent at my hand: for therefore I have 
ſeen thy face, as though I had ſeen the face 
of Gop, and thou waſt pleaſed with me. 

Take, I pray thee, my bleſſing that is 
brought to thee; becauſe Gop hath dealt 


'{ graciouſly 
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graciouſly with me, and becauſe I have e- 
nough : and he urged him, and he took it. 

And he faid, Let us take our journey, and 
let us go, and I will go before thee. 

And he ſaid unto him, My lord knoweth 
that the children are tender, and the flocks 
and herds with young are with me, and if 
men ſhould over-drive them one day, all the 
flock will die. 

Let my lord,. I pray thee, paſs over be- 
fore his ſervant: and I will lead on ſoftly 
according as the cattle that goeth before me, 
and the children be able to endure: until L 
come unto my lord unto Seir. 

And Eſau ſaid, Let me now leave with 
thee ſome of the folk that are with me: and 
he ſaid, What needeth it? let me find grace 
in the ſight of my lord. 

So Eſau returned that day on his way unto 
Seir. 

And Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and 
built him an houſe, and made booths for 
his cattle: therefore the name of the FO 
is called Succoth. 

And Jacob came to Shalem, a city of 
Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, 

13 when 
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when he came from Padan-aram : and pitch: 
ed his tenr before the city. 

And he bought a parcel of a field where 
he had ſpread his tent, at the hand of thei 
children of Hamor, Shechem's ne; for an 
hundred piecos of money. | 9 
And he erected there an altar, and called Wi 
it El-elohe-iſrael, 1 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


When Libes underſtood that Jacob was fled, he was f 9 


certainly enraged to a very great degree; for you find, | 
that he got his family together and purſued him, with | 1 


purpoſes of revenge; and had he been permitted to 
put them in execution, Jacob would not have been 
able to reſiſt them. However, he had more than ar- 
mies of his fide; for the Lox Dp or HosTs cemforted 
him ; Gop was his ſuccour. The Al MidHty per- 


formed his promiſe, that he would be with him whi- 
therſoever he went, and by a divine dream, changed 


the heart of Laban, and forbad him to moleſt him. 
Under the influence of this holy viſion, Laban over- 
took him; and inftead of the violence he firſt intended, 
only reproached him for going away in ſo ſecret a 
mannes, and for robbing, him of his houſhold gods. 
What was Rachel's motive for taking them, we are not 
informed ; perhaps, it was to prevent her father's wor- 
ſhipping them ; ſhe was, however, fearful of owning 
the action, and as Jacob was not privy to it, he was 

grea ly 
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greatly hurt, on finding Laban entertained ſuch ſuſpi- 
cions ; and complained of his injuſtice, in nya 
him ſo ill after all his faithful ſervices. 

Laban ſeems to have melted with love and tenderneſs 
towards his children and grandchildren, and therefore 
made'a covenant or agreement with Jacob, as you have 
read ; which reconciled alt differences between them, and 
they took an affectionate leave of each other, after they 
had joined in a ſolemn ſacrifice to Gop. What relates 
to Jacob's wreſtling with an angel, I own to you, my 
(ear, I am at a loſs to explain; if it was even a 
created being, one of God's meſſengers, that appeared 
in the form of man by the divine command, we cer- 
tainly cannot ſuppoſe that Jacob, whoſe nature was ſo 
W inferior, had really ſtrength to prevail in ſuch a con- 

W teſt ; much leſs can we imagine, he could do fo againit 
God himſelf: therefore, I think we may ſuppoſe, that 
che ALuicaury ordered this. wonderful event as a 
token to him, that fervent devotion ſhould be effeftual 
do obtain a bleſſing; for you read a little before, that 

—_ jacob, who was under great apprehenſion of mind in 

eeſpect to his brother Efau, prayed moſt: earneſtly to 

oo to deliver him from the imminent danger that 
_ threatened him. After he had ſent a preſent, in order 
iy 7 to conciliate his brother's affection, and conducted his 
= family ſaſe over the brook, he remained alone; moſt 
likely retiring, in order to renew his devotions : the A- 
MIGHTY, therefore, pleaſed with his faith, and hum- 
ble truſt in his providence, aſſured him by. this means, 
that he would ſtrengthen him, and that no one ſhould 
fruſtrate the pious deſire of his heart. 

I 4 The 
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The manner in which Jacob behaved himſelf on this 
occaſion, certainly was pleaſing to God; and he con- 
vinced him, that what had paſſed was an act of almighty Wi 
power and providence ; for Jacob acknowledged the | 7 
DIVINE PRESENCE, and that it was by Gop's goodneſb 1 
his life was preſerved ; as a reward to him, his name 
was changed toIsRABL, which means a Prince with Go. | 
But I would not have you dwell any longer at preſent 
on this intricate ſubje& ; tho? I think, hard as it is to 
underſtand, this uſeful leſſon may be learned from it, | j 
that we ſhould not ſuffer any thing to diſcourage us 4 
from praying for Gop's bleſſing on the diſcharge of 
our duty; as we may affure ourſelves, he will at length 
grant it, tho” it may ſeem good to his mfinite wiſdom, |} 
to expoſe us to a variety of difficult ſituations. - When 
Jacob had fixed his tents in the land of Canaan, he 
built an altar, and called the place by a name which a 
ſignifies the Gop of Iſrael. | = 

The piety of this good patriarch never forſook him, | 
for all his ſucceſſes he imputed to the mercy of Gov; 
he bore with reſignation and humility every afflicting 
event; and on all occaſions, performed thoſe acts of de- 
votion, by which it was uſual to expreſs the religious i 
purpoſes of the heart. | 1 x 

How carefully ought we to imitate his example, for il 
we are equally indebted to the ALmicnrty for our 
lives, and all that we poſſeſs, 


SECT, 


ike 
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HISTORY OF JACOB CONTINUED. 


OD ayPEARETH,—JACOB's NAME CHANGED TO 
ISRAEL. DrarH oF RACHEL and ISAAC. 


ND Gop ſaid unto Jacob, Ariſe, go up 
to Beth-el, and dwell there : and make* 
there an altar unto Gop, that appeared unto - 
thee, . when thou fleddeſt from the face of. 
Eſau thy brother.. 
Then Jacob ſaid unto his houſhold, and. 
to all that were with him, Put. away the 
ſtrange gods that. are among you,, and be. 
clean, and change your garments : 
And let us ariſe, and go up to.Beth-el ; 8 
and I will make there an altar unto Gop, who. 
anſwered me in the day of my diſtreſs, and 
was with me in the way which J went. 
And they gave unto Jacob all the ſtrange 
gods which were in their hand, and all their. 
ear-rings, which were in their ears: and Ja- 
cob hid them under the oak that was by 
Shechem. 
And they journeyed :. and the terror of 
Gop was upon the cities that were round 
I 5 about 
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about them; and they did not purſue after i 
the ſons of Jacob. C 
- Jacob came to Luz which is in the 
land of Canaan (that is Beth-el) he and al 
the people that were with him. 9 ; 

And he built there an altar, and called the 1 F 
place El-beth-el : becauſe there Gob ap- 
peared unto him, when he fled from the face 

of his brother. 1 
But Deborah, Rebekah's nurſe died, and 4 5 
ſhe was buried beneath Bethel, under an mM 
oak; and the name of it was called Allon- W 
bachuth. "0 

And Gop appeared unto Jacob again when | 
he came out of Padan-aram; and bleſſed 
him. 

And Gop faid unto him, Thy name is 
Jacob: thy name ſhall not be called any Wi 
more Jacob, but Iſrael ſhall be thy name; 
and he called his name Iſrael. A 

And Gop ſaid unto him, I am Gop Al- 
MIGHTY ; be fruitful and multiply ; a nation 
and a company of nations ſhall be of thee, 
and kings ſhall come out of thy loins. 

And the land which I gave Abraham and 
Haac, to thee I will give it, and to thy ſeed 


after thee will I give the land, 
3 And 
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And Gop went up from him in the place 
where he talked with him. 

And Jacob ſet up a pillar in the place 
where he talked with him, even a pillar of 
ſtone: and: he poured a drink-offering there- 
on, and he poured oil thereon, 

And they journeyed from. Bethel, and 
Rachel died, and was buried in. the way to 
Ephrath, which is Bethlehem.. 

And Jacob ſet a pillar upon her grave: 
that is the pillar of Rachel's grave unto this 
day. 

And Iſrael journeyed, and ſpread his tent 
beyond the tower of Edar. 

And Jacob came unto Iſaac his father 
unto Marnre, unto the city of. Arbah (which. 
is Hebron) where Abraham and Iſaac ſo- 
journed. 

And the days of Iſaac were an hundred 
and fourfcore years. 

And Iſaac gave up the ghoſt and died, 
and was gathered unto his people, being old 
and full of days: and his ſons: Eſau- and 
Facob buried him. 

Now the ſons of Jacob were twelve, Reu- 
ben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Ifſachar, Zebu- 
rr lun, 
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lun, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Aſher, Joſeph, 
Benjamin, and his daughter's name was 
Dinah. | 


ANNOTATIONS ax REFLECTIONS. 


You have now, my dear, read that Jacob by Gov's 
bleſſing came back to his father's houſe in ſafety. With 
his ſtaff only he paſſed over the river Jordan, in his way 
to Padan-aram ; and when he returned to it again, he 
had a numerous family, and abundance of riches! No 
wonder that he prepared for a moſt ſolemn ſacrifice at 
the place where he made his vow, eſpecially as the 
LoxD commanded him to repair thither, 

It would have been very wrong for his family to have 
kept in their poſſeſſion any images, becauſe ſome among 
them who had in their youth been accuſtomed to wor- 
ſhip them, might have done ſo again: beſides, as the 
pillar which Jacob had ſet up was to be conſidered as 
the houſe of God, that is to ſay, a church, or place of 
public worſhip, it would have been a great fin to carry 


idols there, as they were an abomination to the Lon ; 


for this reaſon Jacob buried them ſecretly, that they 


might never be found, and with them the ear-rings and 


other ornaments with which they were adorned. It is 
not poſlible for us to conceive what tranſports of joy and 
gratitude muſt fill the heart of Jacob, when he found 
himſelf once more in his native land, reconciled to his 
brother, and bleſſed with abundance, advancing towards 


his dear father's houſe with a numerous family, from 


whom he might reaſonably hope a great multitude of 
people would in a few years proceed 
Cor 
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Gov you find, had graciouſly accepted his offering, 
and renewed his covenant with him at Beth-el, ſo that 
his happineſs was compleat. But he ſoon met with a. 
ſevere ſtroke, for his dear wife Rachel was taken from 
him, and he had met with an affecting loſs a little before 
in an old uſeful domeſtic. Theſe misfortunes ſerved to 
exerciſe his patience, and prove his reſignation. to the 
divine will; and to ſhew him that he was in a ſtate of 
mortality, and therefore muſt not expect uninterrupted 
felicity. Good people are intended for a better world 
than this, and therefore muſt not repine at the diſap- 
pointments and diſtreſſes they meet with here, nor ſup- 
poſe that they have loſt the favour of Gop becauſe he 
ſuffers them to be afflicted, for you find his moſt faithful 
ſervants met with the greateſt trials. A good father wall 
not ſuffer his child to follow his own inclination in 
every particular, but reſtrains him when. he ſees him 
running into dangers and vice. In this manner the 
ALm:icaTyY aQts towards his children; he vouchſafes 
to encourage them with promiſes of reward, and when 
they are too confident. of their own ſtrength, or too 
much attached to the things of this world, he corrects 
them, to make them ſenfible of their mortal ſtate, and 
to bring them back to their duty. 

Liaac without doubt muſt feel great joy at the return 
of his ſon, and acknowledge the goodneſs of Gop in 
the great increaſe of his family. 

How great, wonderful, and powerful is the Gop of 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob! How mindful of his pro- 
miſes! Let the remembrance of what you have lately 
read, excite you to the utmoſt love and veneration to- 


wards him, Though Goo has not vouchſafed to make 
his 
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his PRESENCE viſibleto us, as he did to the patriarch, 
yet he has beſtowed as great benefits upon us: the Wil 
ALMIGHTY provides for, and protects us all; and ha Wl 
given us the promiſe of a heavenly Canaan, a world of | 
everlaſting happineſs, if we will perform the covenant | 
he has made: but I muſt, before I explain this ney 1 
covenant, ſhew you the completion of the old one. 


SECT. 


E 


. 


Tux HISTORY o JACOB con riN Udo; 
WITH THE BEGINNING OF THE HISTORY. 
or JOSEPH and nts BRETHREN, 


ND Eſau took his wives, and his ſons, 
and his daughters, and all the perſons 
of his houſe, and his cattle, and all his 
beaſts, and all his ſubſtance, which he had 
got in the land of Canaan; and went into 
W the country, from the face of his brother 
Jacob. | | 
For their riches were more than that they 
might dwell together : and the land wherein 
they were ſtrangers, could not bear them, 
becauſe of their cattle. 
Thus dwelt Eſau in mount Seir: Eſau is 
Edom. 
And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his 
father was a ſtranger, in the land of Canaan. - 
Theſe are the generations of Jacob ; Jo- 
ſeph being ſeventeen years old, was feeding 
the flock with his brethren, and the lad was 
with. 
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with the ſons of Bilhah, and with. the ſons 

of Zilpah, his father's wives :. and Joſeph 

brought unto his. father their evil report. 
Now Iſrael loved Joſeph more than all his 


children, becauſe he was the ſon of his old 
age; and he made him a coat of many 


colours. 
And when his brethren ſaw that their 


father loved him more than all his brethren, Wl 
they hated him, and could not ſpeak peacc- Wl 


ably unto him. 


And Joſeph dreamed a dream, and he told q 


it his brethren : and they hated him yet the 
more.. 

And he ſaid unto them, Hear, I pray. you, 
this dream which I have dreamed : 

For behold, we were. binding ſheaves in 
the field, and. lo, my ſheaf aroſe, and alſa 
ſtood upright ;, and behold, your ſheaves 
ſtood round about, and made obeiſance ta 
my ſheaf.. 

And his brethren ſaid unto him, Shalt 
thou indeed reign over us? or ſhalt thou 
indeed have dominion over us? and they 
hated him yet the more. for his dreams and 


for his words. 
And 
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And he dreamed yet another dream, and 
told it his brethren, and ſaid, Behold, 1 
have dreamed a dream more; and behold, 
the ſun and the moon, and the eleven ſtars 


made obeiſance to me. 
And he told it to his father * to his 


brethren; and his father rebuked him, and 
faid unto him, What is this dream that thou 
haſt dreamed? ſhall I and thy mother and 


thy brethren indeed come to bow down our- 
fſelves to thee, to the earth? 


And his brethren envied him; but his 
father obſerved the ſaying. 
And his brethren went to feed their father's 


4 flock in Shechem. 


And Iſrael ſaid unto Joſeph, Do not thy 


{ 7 brethren feed the flock in Shechem ? come, 


and I will ſend thee unto them. And he ſaid 
unto him, Here am I. 

And he ſaid to him, Go, I pray thee, ſee 
whether it, be well with thy brethren, and 
well with the flocks; and bring me word 
again. So he ſent him out of the vale of 


Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 


And a certain man found him, and behold, 
ne was wandering in the field: and the man 
alked him, ſaying, What ſeekeſt thou? 

And 


5 
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And he ſaid, I ſeek my brethren: tell me, 
I pray thee, where they feed their flocks ? 
And the man ſaid, They are departed ] 


hence: for I heard them fay, Let us go to 1 9 


Dothan. And Joſeph went after his brethren, 1 


4 


and found them in Dothan. 


And when they ſaw him afar'off, even be. | 4 is; 


fore he came near unto them, they conſpired W 
againſt him to ſlay him. 

And they ſaid one to another, Behold, 
this dreamer cometh, 

Come now therefore, 'and let us tay "I 
and caſt him into ſome pit, and we will ſay, 
ſome evil beaſt hath devoured him: and we 
ſhall ſee what will become of his dreams. 

And Reuben heard it, and he delivered 
him out of their hands; and ſaid, Let us not 
kill him. 

And Reuben ſaid unto them, Shed no 


blood, but caſt him into this pit that is in 


the wilderneſs, and lay no hand upon him; 
that he might rid him out of their hands, to 
deliver him to his father again. 

And it came to paſs when Joſeph was 
come unto his brethren, that they ſtript Jo- 
ſeph out of his coat, his coat of many colours 


that was on him: 
And 


_ 8 
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fl And they took him, and caſt him into a 
pit: and the pit was empty, there was no 


water in it. 

And they ſat down to eat bread; and they 
ce vp their eyes and looked, and behold a 
WF company of Iſhmaelites came from Gilead, 
SS with their camels bearing ſpicery and balm, 
and myrrh, going to carry it down to 
=_ 
WW And Judah fad unto his brethren, What 
profit is it if we ſlay our brother, and con- 
== cel his blood? 

» | 1 Come, and let us fell him to the Iſhmael- 
ies, and let not our hand be upon him; 

for he is our brother, and our fleſh: and his 
# brethren were content. 

Then there paſſed by Midianites merchant- 
men : and they drew and lift up Joſeph out 
of the pit, and ſold Joſeph to the Iſhmael- 
ites for twenty pieces of ſilver: and they 
brought Joſeph into Egypt. | 

And Reuben returned unto the pit ; and 
behold Joſeph was not in the pit: and he 
rent his clothes. 

And he returned unto his brethren, and 
on The child is not; and I, whither ſhall 

go? 


And 
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And they took Joſeph's coat, and killed 
a kid of the goats, and dipped the coat in the 
blood : | 

And they ſent the coat of many colours, 
and they brought it to their father; and ſaid, i 
This have we found: know now whether il 
it be thy ſon's coat or no ? 

And he knew it, and ſaid, It is my ſon's 
coat; an evil beaſt hath devoured him: Jo- 
ſeph is without doubt rent in pieces. 

And Jacob rent his clothes, and put ſack- 

cloth upon his loins, and mourned for his 
ſon many days. 
And all his ſons and all his daughters roſe 
up to comfort him: but he refuſed to be 
comforted; and he ſaid, For I will go down 
into the grave unto my ſon, mourning: 
thus his father wept for him. | 
And the Midianites fold him into Egypt i 
unto Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh's, and 
captain of the guard. h 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


You have now, my dear, begun the hiſtory of Joſeph, 
one of the moſt intereſting relations which the Old 
Teſtament contains. Had Jacob been leſs fond of 
Joſeph, he would not have been fo expoſed to the 

| envy 
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envy of his brothers ; but Jacob had a particular affec- 
| tion for him, as be was one of the ſons of his dear wife 
Rachel, and a child of uncommon underſtanding; his 
1 other children were able to provide for themſelves, and 
not much at home with him. They had, indeed, another 

cauſe of envy, for it had pleaſed Gop to favour him with 
two remarkable dreams; which ſeemed to intimate, 
that the ALmicuTy would diſtinguiſh him with pecu- 
liar favour, and exalt him above his brethren. But if 
they had even ſuppoſed he invented the dreams, it 
would have been unjuſt to puniſh him in that barbarous 
manner; and if they thought him really inſpired by 
Gov, it was impious to the laſt degree, to attempt to 
fruſtrate the purpoſes of the Al uit r. How could 
they be ſo hard-hearted as to intend the death of their 
brother, and at laſt, to ſell him for a ſlave ? when they 
knew that it was expoſing him to the ſevereſt diſtreſſes, 
and depriving their good father of the greateſt comfort 
of his old age ; but, as I have told you often, no one 
knows what ſins they may commit, who indulge an 
envious diſpoſition. 

Rending of clothes, was an antient way of OY 

either grief for calamity, or ſorrow for ſin, f 


SECT, 
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Sor p To POTIPHAR.—Casr INTO PR130N.—[x- 
TrrarRETSs THE BUTLER AND BAKER'S OREAMS. 


ND Joſeph was brought down to Egypt: 

and Potiphar an officer of Pharaoh, 

captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought 

him of the hand of the Iſhmaelites, which 
had brought him down thither. 

And the Loxp was with Joſeph, and he 
was a proſperous man; and he was in the 
| houſe of his maſter the Egyptian. 

And his maſter ſaw that the Loxp was 
with him, and that the Lonp made all that 
he did to proſper in his hand. 

And Joſeph found grace in his fight, and 
he ſerved him: and he made him overſeer 
over his houſe, and all that he had he put 
into his hand. 

And it came to paſs from the time that 
he had made him overſeer in his houſe, and 
over all that he had, that the Loxp bleſſed 

the Egyptian's houſe for Joſeph's ſake : and 
1 the 
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the bleſſing of the Lox D was upon all that 
he had, in the houſe, and in the field. | 

And he left all that he had in Joſeph's 
hand; and he knew not aught he had, ſave 
the bread which he did eat: and Joſeph was 
a goodly perſon, and well-favoured. '[ And 
it came to paſs that his maſter's wife accuſed 
bim falſely of a great crime.] | 

And when his maſter heard the any of 
his wife which ſhe ſpake unto him, his wrath 
was kindled. 

And Joſeph's maſter took him, and put 
him into the priſon, a place where the king's 
priſoners were bound: and he was there in 
the priſon, 

But the Lord was with Joſeph, and ſhew- 
ed him mercy, and gave him favour in the 
ſight of the keeper of the priſon, 

And the keeper of the priſon; committed 
to Joſeph's hand all the priſoners that were 
in the priſon : and whatſoever they did there, 
he was the doer of it. 

The keeper of the priſon looked not to 
any thing that was under his hand; becauſe 
the LoRb was with him: and that which he 
did, the Loxp made it to proſper. | 

| And 
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And it came to paſs after theſe things, 
that the butler of the king of Egypt and his 
baker had offended their lord the "ow of 
Egypt. 

And Pharaoh was wroth * two of 
his officers, againſt the chief of the butler 
and againſt the chief of the bakers. ; 

And he put them in ward in the houſe of 
the captain of the guard, into the priſon, the 
place where Joſeph was bound. 

And the captain of the guard charged Jo- 
ſeph with them, and he ſerved them, and 
they continued a ſeaſon in ward. 

And they dreamed a dream, both of them, 
each man his dream in one night, each man 
according to the interpretation of his dream: 
the butler and the baker of the king of 
Egypt, which were bound in the priſon. 

And Joſeph came in unto them in the 
morning, and looked upon them, and be- 


hold they were fad. 
And he aſked Pharaoh's officers that were 


with him in the ward of his lord's houſe, ſay- 
ing, Wherefore look ye ſo ſadly to-day ? 

And they faid unto him, We have dreamed 

a dream, and there is no interpreter of it. 

And Joſeph ſaid unto them, Do not inter- 

pretatipns 
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pretations belong to Gop? tell me them 1 
pray yOu, 

And the chief butler: told his dream to 
Toſeph, and ſaid unto him, In my dream, 
behold, a vine was before me; 

And in the vine were three branches: and 
it was as though it budded, and her bloſſoms 
ſhot forth ; and the cluſters thereof brought 
forch ripe grapes. 

And Pharaoh's cup was in a my hand : and 
I took the grapes, and preſſed them into 
Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup into 
Pharaoh's hand. 

And Joſeph ſaid unto him, This is the 
interpretation of it: the three branches are 


three days: | 
Yet within three days ſhall, Pharaoh lift 

up thine head, and reſtore, thee uato thy 
place: and thou ſhalt deliver Pharaoh's cup 
into his hand, after the former manner when 

thou wail his butler. 

But think on me when it ſhall be well with 
tice, and ſhew kindneſs, I pray thee,” unto 

me; and make mention of me unto” Pha- 

roh, and bring me out of this houſe. 

For indeed I was ſtolen away out of the 


land of the Hebrews : and here alſo have 1 
Vol. I. K done 


he 
e- 


. 
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done nothing that they ſhould put me into 

the dungeon. 

When the chief baker ſaw that the inter. 

pretation was good, he ſaid unto Joſeph, 1 

alſo was in my dream, and behold I had 

three white baſkets on my head. | 
And in the uppermoſt baſket there was of i 


all manner of bake meats for Pharaoh; and i 


the birds did eat them out of the baſket upon i 
my head: 1 
| And Joſeph anſwered and ſaid, This is 3 
the interpretation thereof: the three baſkets . 
are three days: L 
Yet within three days ſhall Pharaoh lift u 


thy head from off thee, and ſhall hang the: i 
on a tree, and the birds ſhall eat thy fleh Wi 


from off thee. | 
And it came to paſs the third day, which 
was Pharaoh's birth-day, that he made 1 
feaſt unto all his ſervants : and he lifted u 
the head of the chief butler, and of the chic 
baker among his ſervants. J 

And he reſtored the chief butler unto h 
butlerſhip again; and he gave the cup int 
Pharaoh's hand : | 

But he hanged the chief baker: as Joſep 


had interpreted to them, 
Ye 


It 
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Yet did not the chief butler remember 
Jofeph, but forgat him. 


ANNOTATIONS anv REFLECTIONS. 


You ſee, my dear, that Gov ALmicuTy took com- 
paſſion on the innocent Joſeph, and prevented his being 
ſold to a cruel maſter; for Potiphar uſed him with great 
kindneſs, and ſoon diſcovered that the youth was de- 
ſerving of his confidence. It was pity he did not after- 
wards ſuffer Joſeph to juſtify himſelf ; but we cannot 
wonder much that he ſhould believe his own wife, be- 
cauſe there are ſo many deceitful characters in the 
world, and without doubt ſhe accuſed Joſeph of very 
preat crimes. | 

As he was ſent to priſon on a falſe accuſation, the 
ALvwicarty ſtill continued to protect him; for he filled 
the heart of the keeper of the priſon with benevolence 
towards him, and he made his ſituation as comfortable 
as poſſible. 

The dreams which the butler and baker had, were 
certainly from Gop ; but this kind of revelation has 
long ceaſed, and therefore we are not now to pay any at- 
tention to dreams, 'T hey uſually conſiſt of a jumble of 
ideas without meaning, but ſerve to ſhew, that there is 
ſomething within us of a nature different from the body; 
for whulſt that is inactive, and. lies in a ſtate greatly re- 
ſembling death, the ſoul expatiates in a world of its own, 
has as it were a taſte of immortality, travels in an inſtant 
to unknown diſtant regions, and ſeems to perform many 


aclions impoſſible for bodily ſtrength or activity to effect. 


K 2 You 
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Vou may aſſure yourſelf that thoſe dreams which wen 
infpired by Gop to anſwer particular purpoſes of his 
Providence, were evidently diſtinguiſhed by the dream, 
ers of them, from the common ramblings of the mind 
in ſleep. . Joſeph had no power of himſelf to interpret 
dreams; in general, the explanation of thoſe which an 
recorded was given him by Gop who ſent them, and 
was an inſtance of his kindneſs to the innocent youth, 
as it proved the means of his exaltation from the mi. E. 
ſeries of a priſon, to great power and grandeur, 


Ys het bag. 
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HISTORY OF JOSEPH CONTINUED. 


IxTEzxPRETS PHARAOHM's DrEAM.—PrROMOTION 
AND MARKRIAGE,oFaming in EGYPT. 


ND it came to paſs at the end of two 
full years, that Pharaoh dreamed, and 
behold, he ſtood by the river. 

And behold, there came up out of the 
river ſeven well-favoured 'kine, and fat- 
fleſhed ; and they fed in a meadow. 

And behold, ſeven other Kine came up 
after them, out of the river, ill-favoured, 
and lean-fleſhed ; and ſtood by the other 
Kine, upon the brink of the river. | 

And the ill-favoured and lean-fleſhed kine, 
did eat up the ſeven well- er an fat 
kine. So Pharaoh awoke. + 
And he ſlept and dreamed the end 
time: and behold, ſeven ears of corn came 
up upon one ſtalk, rank and good. 

And behold, ſeven thin ears and blaſted 
with the eaſt wind ſprung up after them. 
K 3 And 
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And the ſeven thin ears devoured t 
ſeven rank and full ears: and Pharailf 
awoke, and behold, it was a dream. i 

And it came to paſs in the morning, tha : | 
his ſpirit was troubled; and he ſent aui 


called for all the magicians of Egypt, and | 
all the wiſe-men thereof: and Pharaoh told | 


them his dream; but there was none tha 
could interpret them unto Pharaoh. - | 

Then ſpake the chief butler unto Pharoab 
ſaying, I do remember my faults this day. 

Pharaoh was wroth with his ſervants, and 
put me in ward in the captain of the guard 
houſe, both me, and the chief baker, | 

And we dreamed a dream in one night i 
I and he, we dreamed each man according 
to the interpretation of his dream, 
And there was there with us a young man, 
an Hebrew, ſervant to the captain of the 
guard : and we told him, and he interpreted 
to us our dreams; to each man according vl 
his dream he did interpret. | 

And it came to paſs, as he interpreted tl 
us, ſo it was: me he reſtored unto ml 
office, and him he hanged. 

Then Pharaoh ſent and called Joſeph, 


and they brought him haſtily out of the dun. 
geon; 
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geon ; and he ſhaved himſelf, and changed 


D 
g 
f 
: 
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And Joſeph anſwered Pharaoh, ſaying, 
It is not in me; Gop ſhall give SOTO an 


* his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh. 

W 4nd Pharaoh ſaid unto Joſeph, I have 
„ a reamed a dream, and there is none that can 
* ; interpret it : and I have heard ſay of thee, 
* dat thou canſt underſtand a dream to in- 
a : terpret it. 


favoured ; and they fed in a meadow. 

And behold, ſeven other kine came up 
after them, poor and very ill-favoured, and 
lean-fleſhed, ſuch as I never ſaw in all the 
land of Egypt for badneſs. 

And the lean and the ill-fayoured kine 
did eat up the firſt ſeven fat kine. 

And when they had eaten them up, it 
could not be known that they had eaten 
them; but they were ſtill ill-favoured, as at 
the beginning. So I awoke. 

K 4 . And 


ih answer of peace, 
4 ; ; And Pharaoh ſaid unto Joſeph, In my 
eam, behold I ſtood upon the bank of the 
; river. 
h And behold, there came up out of the 
in W river, ſeven kine, fat-fleſhed and well- 
F 
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— 


— 


194 HISTORY OF JOSEPH. 


And I ſaw in my dream, and behold, 
ſeven ears came up in one ftalk, full and 
good. ; 

And behold,. feven ears, withered, thin 
and blaſted with the caſt-wind, ſprung up 
after them, 

And the thin ears devoured the ſeven 
good ears: and I told this unto the magi- 
clans ; but there was none that could declare 
It unto me. 1 

Ard Jofeph ſaid unto Pharaoh, the dran Wl 
of Pharaoh is one: Gov hath ſhewed Pha- 
raoh what he 1s about to do. 

The ſeven good kine are ſeven years; 
and the ſcven good ears are ſeven years; 
the dream is one. | 

And the ſeven thin and ill-favoured kine 

that came up after them, are ſcven years: 
and the ſeven empty ears blaſted: with the 
eaſt-wind, ſhall be ſeven years of famine. 

This is the thing which I have ſpoken 
untd Pharaoh. What Gop is about to do, 

he ſheweth unto Pharaoh. +; 4g 

Behold, there come ſeven years of great 
plenty throughout all the land of Egypt. 

And there ſhall ariſe after them ſeven 
years of famine ; and all the plenty ſhall be 

forgotten 
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forgotten in the land of Egypt: and the 


famine ſhall conſume the land. 

And the plenty ſhall not be known in the 
land, by reaſon of that famine following: 
for it ſhall be very grievous. 

And for that the dream was doubled unto 
Pharaoh twice; it is becauſe the thing is 
eſtabliſhed by Gop, and Gop will ſhortly: 
bring it to pals. 

Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a 
man diſcreet and wiſe, and ſet him over the 
land of Egypt. 

Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint 
officers over the land, and take up the fifth 
part of the land of Egypt in the ſeven plen- 
teous years, 

And let them gather all the food of theſe 
good years that come, and lay up corn un- 
der the hand of Pharaoh, and let them keep 
food in the cities. | 

And that food ſhall be for- ſtore to the 
land againſt the ſeven years of famine, which 
ſhall be in the land of Egypt; that the land 
periſh not through the famine. 

And the thing was good in the eyes of 
Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his fervants. 
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And Pharaoh ſaid unto his ſervants, Can 
we find ſuch a one as this is, a man in whom 
the Spirit of Gop is ? 

And Pharaoh ſaid unto Joſeph, Fora. 
much as Gop hath ſhewed thee all this 
there is none ſo diſcreet and wiſe as thou 
art : 

Thou ſhalt be over my houſe, and accord- 
ing unto thy word ſhall all my people be 


ruled; only in the throne will I be greater 
than thou. 


And Pharaoh ſaid unto Joſeph, See, 1 


have ſet thee over all the land of Egypt. 


And Pharaoh took off his ring from his ; 
hand, and put it upon Joſeph's hand, and 


arrayed him in veſtures of fine linen, and 
put a gold chain about his neck. 


And he made him to ride in the ſecond f 
chariot which he had; and they cried before M 


him, Bow the knee; and he made him ruler 
over all the land of Egypt. 

And Pharaoh faid unto Joſeph, 1 am 
Pharavh, and without thee ſhall no man 
lift up his hand or foot in all the land d 


Egypt. 
And Pharaoh called Joſeph's name Zaph- 
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Aſenath the daughter of Poti-pherah prieſt 
of On. And Joſeph went out over all the 
land of Egypt. | 

And Joſeph was thirty years old when 
he ſtood before Pharaoh king of Egypt: - 
and Joſeph went out from the preſence of 
Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land 
of Egypt. 

And in the ſeven plenteous years the earth | 
brought forth by handfuls. | 1 

And he gathered up all the food of the 
ſeven years which were in the land cf Egypt, 
and laid up the food in the cities: the food 
of the field which was round about every 
city laid he up in the ſame, 

And Joſeph gathered corn as the ſand of 
the ſea, very much, until he left number- 
ing : for it was without number. 

And unto Joſeph were born two ſons be- 
fore the years of famine came: which Aſe- 
nath the daughter of Poti-pherah prieſt of 
On, bare unto him. 

And Joſeph called the name of the firſt- 
born Manaſſeh: for Gop, ſaid he, hath 
made me forget all my toil, and all my fa- 
ther's houſe. 
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And the name of the ſecond: called be 
Ephraim: for Gop hath cauſed me to be 
fruitful in the land of my affliction. 
And the ſeven years of plenteguſneſs that 
was in the land of Egypt were ended, 

And the ſeven, years of deargh began to 
come, according as Joſeph had ſaid : and 
the dearth was in all lands; but in all the 
land of Egypt there was bread. - 

And when all the land of Egypt was fa- 
miſhed, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread: 
and Pharaoh faid unto all the Egyptians, 
Go unto Joſeph ;- what he ſaith to you, do. 

And the famine, was over all the face of 
the earth: and Joſeph opened all the ſtore- 
| houſes, and fold unto the Egyptians: and 
the famine waxed ſore in the land of Egypt. 

And all countries came into Egypt to Jo- 
ſeph for to buy corn, . becauſe that the 
famine was ſo ſore in all Jahds. 


ANNOTATIONS an» REFLECTIONS. 


In the hiſtory which you have juf been reading, my 
dear, you may find ſufficient reaſun to adore the Su- 
PREME BEING, as it furniſhes us with ſuch amazing 
inſtances of his wiſdom, power, and goodneſs. What 
a terrible ſituation would the inhabitants of Egypt and 
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the adjacent countries have been in, but that it pleaſed 
Gov to make known his purpoſes, and by means of his 
choſen ſervant, to point out a method to fave thoſe 
nations from the dire effects of famine. 

How graciouſly indulgent was this moſt benevolent 
of Beings, to ordain, that abundance ſhould come be- 
fore ſcarcity z and to give the Egyptians timely notice, 
that they might not laviſhly waſte the plenty they were 
blefſed with, but carefully preſerve the ſurplus to ſupply 
their future wants! for it is moſt likely to ſuppoſe, that 
they would have been apt to depend on a continuance 
of their proſperous fate, had they not been favoured 
with this heavenly warning. | 

The magicians whom Pharaoh conſulted, were learn · 
ed perſons who had great ſkill in aſtronomy, which, 
you know, is the ſcience that relates to the motions 
of the ſun, moon, and ftars: the Egyptians had very 
particular uſe for this ſcience, on account of the over- 
flowing of the river Nile; a circumſtance ſo wonderful, 
that I cannot help acquainting you with it. In Egypt 
it ſeldom rains, but inſtead of it, every year at a par- 
ticular ſeaſon, the river ſwells and overflows its banks; 
continues ſo to do for about 40 days, and then ſubſides; 
leaving behind a kind of mud, or ſlime, which enriches 
the earth to ſuch a degree, that it becomes immediately 
fit for vegetation ; and little labour is required from the 
huſbandman, to produce a plentiful harveſt: in ſome 
years the inundation (as the overflowing of the river 
is called) is not ſufficient, which occaſions great ſcarcity, 
becauſe the natural ſoil of Egypt is very ſandy. 

In the early ages of the world, before mankind . 
had had much experience, or writing was invented, 
there were many particulars neceſſary to be known, 

in 
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in order to aſcertain the ſeaſon at which they ſhoull 
cultivate the earth. It was very material in Egypt, u 
be prepared for the inundation, an event of the utmot 
importance to them; and it is ſuppoſed, that this led 
them to obſerve the motions of the ſtars; that they 
might know how the year paſſed by the appearance of 
the heavens ; as they diſcovered, that the ſtars ſucceed. 
ed in regular rotation. There is one very bright ſtar, 
called by us the Dog-ſtar, which appeared early in the 
morning juſt before the time of the inundation ; and 
there were a variety of other circumſtances in the mo- 
tions of the celeſtial bodies, that required particular 
attention; which, in all probability, occaſioned the 
Egyptians to appoint a ſet of perſons, called magicians, 
whoſe buſineſs it was to ſtudy the ſtars, and fo enable 
themſelves to inform the unlearned when they might 
expect the inundation. 'Thoſe perſons who were unac- 
quainted with the ſcience of aſtronomy, muſt certainly 
entertain a very high opinion of theſe magicians ; and 
finding that they could give them ſuch important in- 
formation, began to ſuppoſe them capable of foretelling 
future events, and working miracles ; without doubt, 
they were the moſt learned men in the kingdom; and 
therefore, we need not wonder that Pharaoh had re- 
courſe to them, when his mind was ſo greatly diſturbed 
by the very extraordinary dreams he had had ; and you 
read, that they endeavoured, but in vain, to interpret 
them. Joſeph, when ſummoned to the royal preſence, 
frankly acknowledged his own inability to explain them, 
but aſſiſted and commanded by Gon, he gave the king 
perfect ſatisfaction, and you know the event. What 4 
wonderful change was there in Joſeph's condition! from 

bein 
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being confined in a doleful priſon, which muſt have been 
very uncomfortable, notwithſtanding the kindneſs of the 
keeper ; he was clothed in magnificent apparel, rode 
in a ſumptuous chariot, and had royal honours paid to 
him; was married to a lady of exalted rank, and had 
but one ſuperior in the whole kingdom; but above 
all, he was inveſted with an employment delightful to _ 
a benevolent mind, that of providing for the neceſſities 
of his fellow-creatures. You find, that he executed 
the important truſt confided to him, with credit to 
himſelf, and ſatisfaction to the king and people; for 
he was careſſed, honoured, and reſpected. Joſeph, I 
think, appears in every ſtate of life, to have conducted 
himſelf with humility, patience, and a religious con- 
ſcientiouſneſs, which attracted the favour of the Ar. 
MIGHTY ; and as he was eminent for piety, Gop 


choſe to ſhew him to the world as an example of virtue 
rewarded, 
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OW when Jacob ſaw that there was i 

corn in Egypt, Jacob ſaid unto his 
ſons, Why do ye look one upon another ? 
And he ſaid, Behold, I have heard that 
there is corn in Egypt ; get ye down thither, 


and buy for us from thence, that we may 
live, and not die. 


And Joſeph's ten brethren went down to 
buy corn in Egypt. 

But Benjamin, Joſeph's brother, Jacob 
ſent not with his brethren : for he ſaid, Leſt 
peradventure miſchief befal him. 

And the ſons of Iſrael came to buy corn 


among thoſe that came: for the famine was 


in the land of Canaan. 
And Joſeph was the governor over the 
land, and he it was that fold to all the peo- 


ple of the lard : and Joſeph's brethren came 


and bowed down themſelves before him, 


with their faces to the earth. 
And 
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And-Joſeph ſaw his brethren, and he knew 
them, but made himſelf ſtrange unto them, 
and ſpake roughly unto them; and he ſaid 
unto them, Whence come ye? and they ſaid, 
From the land of Canaan, to buy food. 

And Joſeph knew his brethren, but they 
knew not him. 

And Joſeph remembered the dreams which 
he dreamed of them, and ſaid unto them, 
Ye are ſpies; to fee the nakedneſs of the 
land you are come. 

And they ſaid unto him, Nay, my lord, 
but to buy food are thy ſervants come. ; 

e are all one man's ſons; we are true 
men, thy ſervants are no ſpies. 

And he faid unto them, Nay, but to ſee 
the nazednels of the land you are come. 

And they faid, Thy ſervants are twelve 
brethren, the ſons of one man in the land of 
Canaan; and, behold, the youngeſt is this 
day with our father, and one is not. 

And Joſeph ſaid unto them, That is it that 
I ſpake unto you, ſaying, Ye are fpies. ' 

Hereby ye ſhall be proved; by the life of 
Pharaoh, ye ſhall not go forth hence, except 
your youngeſt brother come hither, 


Send 
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Send one of you, and let him fetch your 
brother, and ye ſhall be kept in priſon, tha 
your words may be proved, whether there if 
be any truth in you: or-elſe, by the life of i 
Pharaoh, ſurely ye are ſpies. 9 

And he put them altogether into wan 
three days. ; | 

And Joſeph faid unto them the third day, 
'This do, and live : for I fear God. 4% 

If ye be true men, let one of your brethren 
be bound in the houſe of your priſon : go 
ye, carry corn for the famine of your houſes: 

But bring your youngeſt brother unto me: 
ſo ſhall your words be verified, and ye ſhall 
not die, And they did fo. 

And they ſaid one to another, We are 
verily guilty concerning our brother, 1n that 
we ſaw the anguiſh of his ſoul, when he be- 
fought us, and we would not hear: therefore 
is this diſtreſs come upon us. 

And Reuben anſwered them, ſaying, Spake 


J not unto you, ſaying, Do not fin againlt W 


the child ; and ye would not hear ? therefore 


"behold alſo, his blood is required. 


And they knew not that Joſeph under- | 
ſtood them; for he ſpake unto them by an 


interpreter. 
| And 
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And he turned himſelf about from them, 
and wept: and returned to them again, and 
communed with them, and took from them 
Simeon, and bound him before their eyes. 

Then Joſeph commanded to fill their ſacks 
wich corn, and to reſtore every man's money 
into his ſack: and to give them proviſion for 
the way: and thus did he unto them. 

And they laded their aſſes with the corn, 
and departed thence. 

And as one of them opened his ſack to 
give his aſs provender in the inn, he eſpied 
his money: for behold it was in his ſack's 
mouth. 

And he ſaid unto his brethren, My money 
is reſtored; and lo, it is even in my ſack: 
and their heart failed them, and they were 
afraid, ſaying one to another, What is this 
that God hath done unto us? 

And they came unto Jacob their father, 
unto the land of Canaan, and told him all 
that befel unto them, ſaying, | 

The man who is the lord of the land, ſpake 
roughly to us, and took us for ſpies of the 
country, 


And we ſaid unto him, We are true men; 
we are no ſpies, 


We 


land. 
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Me be twelve brethren, ſons of our father: 
one 1s not, and the youngeſt is this day with 
our father in the land of Canaan. | 

And the man the lord of the country aid 
unto us, Hereby mall I know that ye are 
true men : leave one of your brethren here 
with me, and take food for the famine or your 
1 and be gone: 

And bring your youngeſt brother unto 
me: then ſhall I know that ye are no ſpies, 
but that ye are true men; ſo will I deliver 
you your brother, and ye ſhall traffic in the 


And it came to paſs as they emptied their 


ſacks, that behold every man's bundle of 


money was in his ſack : and when both they 


_ and their father ſaw the Hundles of naß; 


they were afraid. 
And Jacob their father ſaid unto ten 


Me have ye bereaved of my children: Joſeph 


is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take 


Benjamin away: all theſe things are againſt 


me. 

And Reuben ſpake unto his father, ſaying, 
Slay my two ſons, if I bring him not to thee: 
deliver him into my hand, and 'I will bring 
him to thee again. | 


And 
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And he ſaid, My ſon ſhall not go down 
with you, ſor his brother is dead, and he is 
leſt alone: if miſchief befal him by the way 
in the which ye go, then ſhall ye bring down 
my grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave. 

And the famine was ſore in the land. 

And it came to paſs when they had eaten 
up the corn which they had brought out of 
Egypt, their father ſaid unto them, Go again, 
buy us a little food. 

And Judah ſpake unto him, FA Yn The 
man did ſolemnly proteſt unto us, ſaying, 
Ye ſhall not ſee my face, except your brother 
be with you. 

If thou wilt ſend our brother with us, we 
will go down and buy thee food : 

But if thou wilt not ſend him, we will 
not go down: for the man ſaid unto us, Ye 
ſhall not ſee my face, except your brother be 
With you. 

And Iſrael ſaid, Wherefore dealt ye fo ill 
with me, as to tell the man whether ye had 
yet a brother ? | 

And they ſaid, The man aſked us ſtraitly 
of our ſtate, and of our kindred, ſaying, Is 
your father yet alive? have ye another bro- 


ther? and we told him according to the tenor 
of 
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of theſe words: could we certainly know that 
he would ſay, Bring your brother down ? 
And Judah ſaid unto Iſrael his father, Send 
the lad with me, and we will ariſe and go: 
that we may live and not die, both we, and 
thou, and alſo our little ones: 
I will be ſurety for him; of my hand ſhalt 
thou require him: if I bring him not unto 
thee, and ſet him before thee, then let me 
bear the blame for ever. 
For except we had lingered, ſurely now 
we had returned this ſecond time. 
And their father Iſrael ſaid unto them, If 
it muſt be ſo now, do this; take of the beſt 
fruits in the land in your veſlels, and carry 
down the man a preſent, a little balm, and 
a little honey, ſpices, and myrrh, nuts, and 
almonds; | 
And take double money in your hand: 
and the money that was brought again in 
the mouth of your ſacks, carry it again in 
your hand]; peradventure it was an overſight. 
Take alſo your brother, = ariſe, go 
again unto the man : 
And God ALmicnTy give you mercy be- 
fore the man, that he may ſend away your 
other 
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other brother, and Benjamin: If I be be- 
reaved of my children, I am bereaved. 

And the men took that preſent, and they 
took double money in their hand, and Ben- 
jamin; and roſe up, and went down to Egypt, 
and ſtood before Joſeph. 

And when Joſeph ſaw Benjamin with them, 
he ſaid to the ruler of his houſe, Bring theſe 
men home, and ſlay, and make ready: for 
theſe men ſhall dine with me at noon. 

And the man did as Joſeph bade; and the 
man brought the men into Joſeph's houſe. 

And the men were afraid becauſe they 
were brought into Joſeph's houſe ; and they 
ſaid, Becauſe of the money that was returned 
in our ſacks at the firſt time, are we brought 
in: that he may ſeek occaſion againſt us, 
and fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, 
and our aſſes, | 

And they came near to the ſteward of 
Joſeph's houſe, and they communed with 
him at the door of the houfe, 

And ſaid, O fir, we came indeed down at 
the firſt time to buy food, 

And it came to paſs when we came to the 
inn, that we opened our ſacks, and behold 
every man's money was in the mouth of his 

Cz - ſack, 
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ſack, our money in full weight: and we have 
brought it again in our hand. 

And other money have we brought down 
in our hands to buy food: we cannot tell 
who put our money in our ſacks, _ 

And he ſaid, Peace be to you, fear not: 
your God, and the God of your father hath 
given you treaſure in your ſacks: I had your 
money : and he brought Simeon out unto 
them, . 

And the man brought the men into Jo- 
ſeph's houſe, and gave them water, and they 
waſhed their feet: and he gave their aſſes 

provender, 

And they made ready the preſent againſt 
. Joſeph came at noon : for they heard that 
they ſhould eat bread there. | 

And when Joſeph came home, they brought 
him the preſent which was in their hand in- 
to the houſe, and bowed themſelves to him 
to the earth. | 

And he afked them of their welfare, and 
ſaid, Is your father well, the old man. of 
whom ye ſpake ? Is he yet alive? 

And they anſwered, Thy ſervant our fa- 


ther is in good health, he is yet alive: and 
they 
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they bowed down their heads, and wade 


obeiſance. 

And he lift up his eyes, and ſaw his bro- 
ther Benjamin, his mother's ſon, and- faid, 
Is this your younger brother, of whom ye 
ſpake unto me ? and he ſaid, Gop be gra- 
cious unto thee, my ſon. 

And Joſeph made haſte, for his bowels 
did yearn upon his brother: and he ſought 
where to weep: and he entered into his 
chamber, and wept there. 

And he waſhed his face, and went out, 
and refrained himſelf, and ſaid, Set on bread. 

And they ſet on for him by himſelf, and 
for them by themſelves, and for the Egyp- 
tians which did eat with him by themſelves ; _ 
becauſe the Egyptians might not eat bread 
with the Hebrews: for that is an abomina- 
tion unto the Egyptians, | | 

And they fat before him, the firſt-born 
according to his birth-right, and the youngeſt 
according to his youth: and the men mar- 
velled one at another. 

And he took and tent meſſes unto them 
from before him; but Benjamin's meſs was 
ave times ſo much as any of theits. And 
they drank, and were merry with him. 

You. I. . And 
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And he commanded the ſteward of his 
houſe, ſaying, Fill the men's ſacks with il 
food, as much as they can carry, and pur 
every man's money in his ſack's mouth; 

And put my cup, the filver cup, in the 
ſack's mouth of the youngeſt, and his corn-f 
money: and he did according to the word 
that Joſeph had ſpoken. : 
As ſoon as the morning was light; thei 
men were ſent away, they and their aſſes. 

And when they were gone out of the 
city, and not yet far off, Joſeph ſaid unto 
his ſteward, - Up, follow after the men; and : 
when thou doſt overtake them, ſay unto 
them, Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for 
godd? 

Is not this it in W my lord drinketh! 
and whereby indeed he divineth? ye hat 
done evil in ſo doing. | 

And he overtook them, and he ſpake unto 
them theſe ſame words. 

And they ſaid unto him, Wherefore fait | 
my lord theſe words? Gop forbid that thy 
ſervants ſhould do according to this thing. 

Behold, the money which we found ini 
our ſack's mouths, we brought again unto 
thee out of the land of Canaan ; how then 
ſhould 
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W211 we ſteal out of thy lord's houſe filver 


or gold ? 

With whom ſoever of thy ſervants it be 
found, both let him die, and we allo 1 be 
my. lord's hondmen. 

And he ſaid, Now alſo let it be accord- 
ing unto your words: he with whom it is 
found ſhall be my ſervant: and ye ſhall be 
blameleſs. 

Then they ſpeedily took down every man 
his ſack to the ground, and opened every 
man his ſack. 

And he ſearched, and began at the eldeſt, 


Wand left at the youngeſt: and the cup was 


W found in Benjamin's ſack. 


Then they rent their clothes, arid lated 
every man his aſs, and returned to the 
City. _ 

And Judah and his brethren came to 
Joſeph's houſe; (for he was yet there) 
and they fell before him oh the ground. 
And Joſeph ſaid unto them, what deed is 
this that ye have done ? wot ye not that ſuch 
a man as I can certainly divine ?. 

And Judah faid, What ſhall we ſay unto 


n lord? what ſhall we ſpeak ? or how ſhall 


we clear ourſelves ? Gop hath found out the 
L 2 iniquity 
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iniquity of thy ſervants : behold, we are my 
lord's ſervants, both we, and he alſo, with 


whom the cup is found. 
And he ſaid, Gop- forbid that 1 ſhouli 
do ſo; but- the man in whoſe hand the cup 


18 found, he ſhall. be my ſervant; and x | 
for you, get you up in peace unto your if 


father. 

Then Judah came near unto him, and 
ſaid, Oh, my lord, let thy ſervant, I pray 
thee, ſpeak a word in my lord's ears, and 
let not thine anger burn againſt thy ſervant. 
| for thou art even as Pharaoh. 

My lord aſked his ſervants, ſaying, Hays 
ye a father, or a brother? 

And we ſaid unto my lord, We have a 
father, an old man, and a child of his old 
age, alittle one: and his brother is dead, 


and he alone is left of his mother, and his 


| father loveth him. 


And thou ſaidſt unto thy ſervants, Bring 


him down unto me, that I may ſet mine 


eyes upon him. 
And we ſaid unto my lord, The lad can- 
not leave his father ; for if he ſhould leave 


his father, his father would die. 
| And 


aww "my * m6 WW 
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And thou ſaidſt unto thy ſervants, Except 
your youngeſt brother come down with you, 
ye ſhall ſee my face no more. 

And it came to paſs when we came up 
unto thy ſervant my father, we ms 12 we 
words of my lord. 

And ovr father faid, Go again, and buy 
us a little food. | 

And we ſaid, We cannot go down: if our 
youngeſt brother be with us, then will we 
go down: for we may not ſee 'the man's - 
face except our youngeſt brother be with us. 

And thy ſervant my father ſaid unto us, 
Ye know that my wife bare me two ſons: 

And the one went out from me, and 1 
ſaid, Surely he is torn in pieces and 1 ſaw 
him not ſince: 

And if ye take this alſo from me, and 
miſchief befal him, ye ſhall bring down my 
gray hairs with ſorrow to the grave. 

Now therefore when I come to thy ſer- 
vant my father, and the lad be not with us: 
(ſceing that his life is bound up in the Lad 
life;) 

It ſhall come to paſs, when he ſeeth that 
the lad is not with us, that he will die; and 


L 3 of 


thy ſervants ſhall bring down the gray hairs 
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of thy ſeryant our father with ſorrow to the 
rave. 

For thy ſervant became ſurety for the a 

unto my father, ſaying, If I bring him not 5 
unto thee, then ſhall I bear the blame ti 
my father for ever. 
. Now therefore I pray thee, let thy aue 
abide inſtead of the lad, a bond- man to my 
lord, and let the lad go up with his bre- 
thren, 

For how ſhall I go up to my father, and 
the lad, be not. with me? leſt peradyventure 
I ſee the evil that ſhall come on my father. 

Then Joſeph could not refrain himſelf Ml 
before all them that ſtood by him: and he 
cried, Cauſe every man to go out from me; 
and there ſtood no man with him, while 
Joſeph made himſelf known unto his. bre- 
thren. 

And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians 

and the houſe of Pharaoh keard. 

And Joſeph ſaid unto his brethren, I am 

Jofeph; doth my father yet live? and hi 

brethren could not anſwer him : for they 

were troubled at his preſence. 

And Joſeph ſaid unto his brethren, Come 

near to. me, I pray you; and they. came 
near: 
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ear: and he ſaid, I am Joſeph your bro- 


ther, whom ye fold into Egypt. 

Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry 
with yourſelves, that ye ſold me hither; 
for God did ſend me before you to Pe 
life. | 

For theſe two years hath the famine back 
in the land: and yet there are five years, in 
the which there ſhall neither be earing nor 
harveſt, . | 
And Goo ſent me before you to preſerve 
you a poſterity in the earth, and to _ ow 
lives by a great deliverance. 

So now it was not you that ſent me hither, 
but Gop; and he hath made me a father to 
Phataoh, and lord of all his houſe, and a 
ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. 

Haſte ye, and go up to my father, and 
ſay unto him, Thus ſaith thy ſon Joſeph; 
God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come 
down unto me, tarry not. 1 

And thou ſhalt dwell in the land 60 Go- 
ſhen, and thou ſhalt be near unto me, thou, 
and thy children, and thy children's chil- 
dren, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and 
all that chou haſt. 


E And 
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And there will I nouriſh thee: (for 30 1. 


there are five years of famine ;) leſt thou an 3 


thy houſhold, and all * thou haſt come u 
poverty. 


And behold, your eyes ſce, and the eye | 


of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth 
that ſpeaketh unto you. 


And ye ſhall tell my father of all my glon iſ 


in Egypt, and of all that ye have ſeen : and 


ye ſhall haſte, and Ou owe my father | 


hither, 

And he fell upon 75 e Henjamial 
neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept ypot 
his neck. 

Moreover he kiſſed- all his Naga Hos and 
wept upon them: and after char his brethren 
talked with him. 

And the fame thereof was . bf in Pha- 


raoh's houſe, ſaying, Joſtph's brethren are | | 


come: and it pleaſed * well, and his 


ſervants. 
And Pharaoh ſaid unto o Joſeph; 15 unto 


thy brethren, This do ye: lade your beaſts, 


and go get ye into the land of Canaan; 
And take your father, and your houſholds, 


and come unto me; and I will give you the 
1 good 


AND HIS BRETHREN. 219 


od of the land of Egypt, and ye er eat 
e fat of the land. 

Now thou art commanded, this FY ye; 
like you waggons out of the land of Egypt 
or your little ones, and for your wives, 2 
bring your father, and come. | 

Alſo regard not your ſtuff, for the 9560 
of all the land of Egypt is yours. 

And the children of Iſrael did ſo: 4 
Joſeph gave them waggons, according to the 
commandment' of Pharaoh, and gave thera 
proviſion for the way. 2 5 

To all of them he gave ench man changes 
of raiment : but to Benjamin he gave*three 
hundred pieces of ſilver, and five changes of 
WW 72Iment. 

And to his father he ſent. after this, man- 
ner; ten aſſes laden with the good ne of 
Fgypt, and ten ſhe- aſſes laden ieh cor and 
bread and meat for his father by the way. 

So he ſent his brethren away, and they 
departed : and he ſaid unto them, See that 
ye fall not out by the way. 4 bt? 

And they went up out of Egypt, and came 


into the land of Canaan, unto Jab, theft 
father, 
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And told him, ſaying, Joſeph is yet alive 
and he is governor over all the land of Egypt 


And Jacob's heart fainted, for he 3 
them not. 


And they told him all the words of Ju 
ſeph, which he had ſaid unto them: and 
when he ſaw the waggons which Joſeph hal 
ſent to carry him, the * of Jacob ther 
father revived. 

And Iſrael ſaid, It is enough; Joſeph ny 
ſon is yet alive; I will go and ſee him before 
1 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


I do not wonder, my dear, that you are delights 
with this affecting hiſtory, which is ſo charmingly r- 
lated, that one can ſcarcely admire it ſufficiently. As 
Joſeph had been ſo unkindly treated by his brethren, 

he certainly was not to blame for being willing to ſatisfy 
himſelf, whether they were deſerving of a return of hs Wl 
affection, before he made himſelf known to them. It Wl 
was not in a ſpirit of revenge that he inflicted ſuch Wl 
hardſhips, for it is evident, that his heart was all the Wl 
time full of tender aſfection and benevolent purpoſes i 


towards them. It ſeemed unkind to deprive his poor | I d 
Gither of his darling ſon, but the infiſting on his bie- M 5 
thren fetching Benjamin, was the only thing that could A 
Five him an opportunity of ſeeing whether they were 13 
an 9 13 inclined W 
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inclined to treat a younger brother as they had formerly 
done him; and he had the ſatisfaction of finding that 
they were ſenſible of the ſin they had been guilty of, in 
reſpect to himſelf, and tenderly attached to Benjamin, 
as well as earneſtly ſolicitous to eaſe the afflicted heart 
of their venerable parent, by returning his darling child 


i W in ſafety to his embraces. Without doubt, Jacob muſt 
| BT fa fer the utmoſt anxiety till he beheld them again; but 
SS Gor, who permitted the trial, ſupported him under it, 


and you find how his patience and reſignation were 
rewarded. You are not to ſuppoſe that Joſeph practiſed 
magical art, or could really find out whatever he deſired 
to know; but from his having by God's aſſiſtance in- 
terpreted Pharaoh's dreams, he was doubtleſs regarded 
by the Egyptians as a perſon always under the influence 
of divine inſpiration ; and there was no harm in his 
ſuffering his brethren to imagine the ſame, as it made 
them ready to diſcover their true diſpoſition to him: 
for the ſame purpoſe it was, that he returned their 
money, that they might ſuppoſe there was ſomething ſu- 
pernatural in the whole tranſaction, and thereby awaken 
their conſciences, and render them worthy of the recon- 
citation which he longed to compleat. Had the trial 
proved that they were as wickedly inclined as formerly, 
though his own compaſſionate nature would have led 
him to relieve their neceſſities, it certainly, could have 
been productive of no ſatisfaction to have received them 
to has boſom, as he could not long have continued his 


protection to them, or lived on the terms of brotherly 
love. . 


It was very natural that he ſhould feel a partieubu 
affection for Benjamin, as he was the ſon of his own 


L 6 mother, 
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mother, and therefore nearer related to him than his 
other brethren, Beſides, all the reſt were much older 
than himſelf, and they had all the time he was with 
them in his childhood, regarded him with a jealous 
eye, and treated him unkindly ; ſo that he muſt have 
had uncommon goodneſs of heart, to have felt ſo much 
tenderneſs as his great emotion diſcovered that he did; 
and his ſubſequent conduct towards them, was ſuch 2 
the moſt tender love would ſuggeſt: no unkind re. 
proaches fell from his lips, after he had aſſurances of 
their contrition ; inſtead of recriminating, behold hin 
with benevolence and generoſity comforting and endes- 
vouring to quiet their conſciences. This is an example 
truly worthy of imitation ! 

\ Joſeph, you read, ſat at a table by himſelf; which 
ſhews that he did not follow the idolatrous worſtip of the 
Egyptians, if he had they would not have thought it an 
abomination to eat with him, as he was ſo truly reſpect- 
ed on other accounts, Great perſons ſending diſhes 
from their own table, was a compliment ufually paid to 
gueſts they meant to honour in a particular manner; 
and I have before hinted, why it ſhould be natural for 
him to diſtinguiſh Benjamin, for whom he felt every 
endearing ſentiment, unmixed with any ſuſpicions that 
he would nat return his tenderneſs. 85 

I think Joſeph's trial was equal to that of his bre- 
thren, and I doubt not he ſuffered the moſt painful 
conflicts, What tranſports of joy muſt every party ex- 
. perience, when the wonderful ſtory was explained ! But 
I ſee you are impatient to purſue the relation, and will 
no longer detain you. 
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HISTORY ox JOSEPH conTinvuED 
JACOB and H SONS $ETTLED In EGYPT» 


ND Iſrael took his journey, with al 

that he had, and came to Beer-ſheba, 

and offered ſacrifices unto the Gop of his 
father Iſaac. 

And Gop ſpake unto Iſrael in the viſions 
of the night, and ſaid, Jacob, Jacob; and 
he ſaid, here am I. | | 

And he ſaid, I am Gop, the Gop of thy 
father: fear not to go-down into Egypt, for 
I will there make of thee a great nation. 

I will go down. with thee into Egypt; 
and I will alſo ſurely bring thee up again: 
and Joſeph ſhall put his hand upon thine 
eyes. 

And Jacob roſe up from Beer- ſheba; and 
the ſons of Iſrael carried Jacob their father, 
and their little ones, and their wives, in the 
— which Pharaoh had ſent -to earry 

im. 


And 
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And they took their cattle, and their 
goods which they had gotten in the land of 
Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob, and 
all his ſeed with him. 

His ſons, and his ſons ſons with him, his 
daughters and his ſons daughters, and all his 
ſeed brought he with him into Egypt. 

All the fouls that came with Jacob into 
Egypt, beſides Jacob's ſons wives, were 
threeſcore and fix : And the fons of Joſeph 
which were born to him in Egypt, were two 
ſouls, 

And he fent Judah before him unto TJo- 
ſeph, to direct his face unto Goſhen : and 
they came into the land of Goſhen. E - 

And Joſeph made ready his chariot, and i 
went up to meet Iſrael his father, to Goſhen, Wi 
and he preſented himſelf unto him': and i 
he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck W 
a good while. 2 

And Iſrael ſaid unto Joſeph, Now let me : : 
die, fince I have ſeen thy ace, becauſe thou 
art yet alive, | 

And Joſeph ſaid unto his brethren, and 1 

unto his father's houſe, 1 will go vp, and 
ſhew F:.araoh, and fay unto him, My bre- | 
thren Wl 
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men and my father's houſe, which were 
nin the land of Canaan, are come unto me- 

And the men are ſhepherds; for their 
trade hath been to feed cattle: and they 
have brought their flocks, and their herds, 
and all that they have. 

And it ſhall come to paſs when Pharaoh 
ſhall call you, and ſhall ſay, What is your 
occupation? 

That ye ſhall ſay, Thy ſervants as 
hath been about cattle, from our youth + 
even until now, both we, and alſo our fa- 
chers: that ye may dwell in the land of 
| WS Gothen : for every ſhepherd is an abomina- 

don unto the Egyptians. 
= Then Joſeph came and told Planta 
and ſaid, My father, and my brethren, and 

=_—_ their flocks and their herds, and all that 
they have, are come out of the land of Ca- 
naan : and behold, they are in the land of 
Golhen. 

And he took ſome of his brethren, even 
five men, and preſented them unto Pharaoh. 
And Pharaoh faid unto his brethren, 
g What is your occupation? and they faid 
—_ wt Pharaoh, Thy ſervants are ſhepherds, 
both we, and alſo our fathers, 
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They 
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They ſaid moreover unto Pharaoh, Foy 
to ſojourn in the land are we come; for thy 
ſervants have no paſture for their flocks ; for 
the famine is ſore in the land of Canaan: 
now therefore, we pray thee, let thy fer- 

vants dwell in the land of Goſhen. 

And Pharaoh ſpake unto Joſeph, ſaying, 
Thy father, and thy brethren, are come 
unto thee : 

The land of Egypt is before thee : in the 
beſt of the land make thy father and bre- 
thren to dwell ; in the land of Goſhen let 
them dwell: and if thou knoweſt any men 
of activity amongſt them, then make them 
rulers over my cattle, 

And Joſeph brought in Jacob his father, 
and ſet him before Pharaoh: and Jacob 
bleſſed Pharaoh. | 

And Pharaoh ſaid unto Jacob, How old 
art thou ? | 1 
And Jacob ſaid unto Pharaoh, the das 

of the years of my pilgrimage are an hun- 
dred and thirty years: few and evil have 
the days of the years of my life been, and 


have not attained unto the days of the years | : | 
of the life of my fathers in the days of their A 


pilgrimage, 
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And Jacob bleſſed Pharaoh, and went out 
from before Pharaoh. 

And Joſeph placed his father and his 
brethren, and gave them a poſſeſſion in the 
land of Egypt, in the beſt of the land, in 
the land of Rameſes, as Pharaoh had com- 
manded. — 

And Joſeph nouriſhed his father and his 
brethren, and all his father's houſhold, with 
bread, according to their families, | 

And there was no bread in all the land; 
for the famine was very ſore; ſo that the 
land of Egypt and all the land of Canaan 
fainted by reaſon of the famine. 

And Joſeph gathered up all the money 
that was found in the land of Egypt, and in 
the land of Canaan, for the corn which they 
bought : and Joſeph brought the money into 
Pharaoh's houſe. 

And when money failed in the land of 
Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all the 
Egyptians came unto Joſeph, and ſaid, Give 
us bread : for why ſhould we die in thy pre- 
ſence ? for the money faileth. 

And Joſeph ſaid, Give your cattle ; and 
ill give you for your cattle, if money fait. 
3 And 
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And they brought their cattle unto Joſeph: 
and Joſeph gave them bread in exchang i 
for horſes, and for the flocks, and for'th 
cattle of the herds; and for the aſſes: aud 
he fed them with bread, for all their * g 
for that year. 

When that year was ended, they came 
unto him the ſecond” year, and faid-unty 
him, We will not hide it from my lord, how i 
that our money is ſpent, my lord. alſo hath 
our herds of cattle ; there is not ought left 
in the ſight of my lord, but our bodies, and 
our lands. | 

Wherefore ſhall we an Ua thine eye 
both we and our land? buy us and our land 
for bread, and we and our land will be ſer- 
vants unto. Pharaoh: and give vs ſeed, that 
we may live and not die, that the land be 
not deſolate. | 
And Joſeph bought all the land of Egypt 
for Pharaoh; for the Egyptians ſold- every 
man his field, becauſe the famine prevailes 
over them: ſo the land became Pharaoh's. 

And as for the people, he removed. them 

to cities from one end of the borders of 
Egypt, even to the other end thereof, 
Only 
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= Oaly the land of the prieſts bought he 
ot; for the prieſts had a portion aſſigned 
teme of Pharaoh, and did eat their portion 
which Pharaoh gave them; wherefore they 
ſold not their lands, 
Then Joſeph ſaid unto the people, Be- 
bold, I have bought you this day, and your 
land for Pharaoh : lo, here is ſeed for you; 
and ye ſhall ſow the land. 
And it ſhall come to paſs in the increaſe, 
that you ſhall give the fifth part unto Pha- 
ravh, and four parts ſhall be your own, for 
ſeed of the field, and for your food, and for 
them of your houſholds, and for food for 
your little ones. | 
And they ſaid, Thou haſt ſaved our „ns 0 
let us find grace in the fight of my lord, and 
we will be Pharoah's ſervants. e 
And Joſeph made it a law over the land 
of Egypt unto this day, that Pharaoh ſhould 
have the fifth part; except the land of the 
prieſts only, which became not Pharaoh's. 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


The good old patriarch arrived in ſafety, and ſaw his 
beloved fon, whom he long ago mourned for as dead. 
You find that the religious diſpoſition for which he had 


ever 
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ever been eminent, ſhone forth in all his actions; |, 
even reſtrained the impatience of parental affection, an 
ſtopt at Beer-ſheba to offer ſacrifices to the Lok p, and 
was bleſſed with another viſion, which muſt have afford. 
ed him great conſolation, as without doubt he was ſor 
to remove from the land of promiſe. Did not you 
heart flutter with delight when you read the affectig 
relation of the meeting between Jacob and his long lol WM 
child ? N 

© You learn that Joſeph, in the midſt of his grandeur, 
preſerved his humility of mind; for he did not attempt 
to repreſent his family to Pharaoh in any pompoy 
terms, but merely as ſhepherds: and that he was < 
dutiful and affectionate, that he was unhappy till he 
could impart ſome of his good fortune to his father and 
brethren. 

You may diſcover that Joſeph had conducted himſelf 
with honour and integrity, as Pharaoh ſeemed to enjoy 
this opportunity of ſhewing his friendſhip and reſpet, 
What an extent of power did the ALmuicaTyY put into 
his hands ! For you read that with the corn he had lad 
by, he purchaſed the cattle and goods, the inhabitant 
were ready even to ſell their bodies for ſlaves, in orderto 
procure food ; but he did not abuſe the truſt he enjoyed, 
he conſidered himſelf as ſteward for the people, as well 
as their king, and gave them feed to ſow, with leave to 
appropriate to themſelves four parts in five of the pro- 
duce of the harveſt, i 
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b. o JA C0B.—HISTORY or JOSEPH 
AND H1S BRETHREN CONCLUDED,—DEATH OF 
JOSEPH. 


ND Iſrael dwelt in the land of Egypt 
in the country of Goſhen ; and they 
had poſſeſſions therein, and grew, and mul- 
tiplied exceedingly. 
And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt 
ſeventeen years: ſo the whole age of Jacob 
was an hundred forty and ſeven years. 
And the time drew nigh that Iſrael muſt 
die: and he called his ſon Joſeph, and ſaid 
vnto him, If now I have found grace in thy 
light, put, I pray thee, thy hand under my 
thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me; 
bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt. 

But I will lie with my fathers, and thou 
fnalt carry me out of Egypt, and bury me 
in their burying-place: and he ſaid, I will 
do as thou haſt ſaid. | 
And he faid, Swear unto me: and he 
ſware unto him. And Iſrael bowed himſelf 
upon the bed's head. | 
4 | And 
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And it came to paſs after theſe thing 
that one told Joſeph, Behold, thy father u 
fick; and he took with him his two fon WM 
Manaſſeh and Ephraim. I 

And one told Jacob, and ſaid, Behold, 
thy fon Joſeph cometh unto thee : and Iſrad 
ſtrengthened himſelf, and ſat upon the bed. 
And Jacob ſaid unto Joſeph, Gov A- 
MIGHTY appeared unto me at Luz in the 
land of Canaan, and bleſſed me, 

And ſaid unto me, Behold, I will make 
thee fruitful, and multiply thee, and I wil 
make of thee a multitude of people; and 
will give this land to thy feed after thee for 
an everlaſting poſſeſſion. 

And now thy two ſons, Een and 
Manaſſeh, which were born unto thee in the 
land of Egypt, before I came unto thee into 
Egypt, are mine: as Reuben and Simeon 
they ſhall be mine. 

And thy iſſue which thou begetteſt after 
them, ſhall be thing, and ſhall be called 
after the name of their brethren in their in- 
| heritance. 4 
| And as for me when I came from Padan, 
| Rachel died by me in the land of Canaan, I 
in the way, when yet there was but a little 
| 


I way 
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Wy to come unto Ephrath: and 1 buried 
er there in the way of Ephrath, the ſame is 
Beth-lehem. | 
| And Iirael beheld Joſeph's ſons, and ſaid, 
Who are theſe? | 
And Joſeph ſaid unto his father, They 
are my ſons, whom Gop hath given me in 
this place: and he ſaid, Bring them, I pray 
thee, unto me, and I will bleſs them. 
Now the eyes of Iſrael were dim for age, 
ſo that he could not fee: and he brought 
them near unto him; and he kiſſed them, 
and embraced them. 85 
And Iſrael ſaid unto Joſeph, I had not 
thought to ſee thy face: and lo, Gop hath 
ſhewed me alſo thy ſeed. | 

And Joſeph brought them out from be- 
tween his knees, and he bowed himſelf with 
lus face to the earth. | 
And Joſeph took them both, Ephraim in 
nis right hand toward Iſrael's left hand, and 

Manaſſeh in his left hand toward Iſrael's 
right hand, and brought them near unto 
him. | 

And Iſrael ſtretched out his right hand, 
and laid it upon Ephraim's head, who was 
the younger, and his left hand upon Ma= 

| naſſeh's 
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nafſeh's head: guiding his hands wittingly 
for Manaſſeh was the firſt-born. 

And he bleſſed Joſeph, and ſaid, Gop 
before whom my fathers Abraham and Iſaac 
did walk, the Gop which fed me all my life 
long unto this day, 

The angel which redeemed me from all 
evil, bleſs the lads; and let my name be 
named on them, and the name of my fathers 
Abraham and Iſaac : and let them grow-into 
a multitude in the midſt of the earth. 

And when Joſeph ſaw that his father laid 
his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, 
it diſpleaſed him ; and he held up his father's 
hand, to remove it from Ephraim's head, 
unto Manaſſeh's head. 

And Joſeph ſaid unto his father, Not ſo, 
my father: for this is the firſt- born; put 
thy right hand upon his head. 

And his father refuſed, and ſaid, 1 know 
it, my ſan, I know it : he alſo ſhall become 
a people, and he alſo ſhall be great; but 
truly his younger brother ſhall be greater 
than he, and his ſeed ſhall become a multi- 
tude of nations. 

And he bleſſed them that hs faying, 


In thee ſhall Iſrael bleſs, ſaying, Gon make 
thee 
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thee as Ephraim, and as Manaſſeh: and he 
ſer Ephraim before Manaſſeh. 

And Iſrael ſaid unto Joſeph, Behold, I 
die : but Gop ſhall be with you, and bring 
you again unto the land of your fathers. 

Moreover, I have given to thee one por- 
tion above thy brethren, which I took out 
of the hand of the Amorite with my ſword 
and with my bow. 

And Jacob called unto his ſons, and ſaid, 
Gather yourſelves together, that I may tell 
you that which ſhall befal you in the laſt days. 

Gather yourſelyes together, and hear, ye 
ſons of Jacob; and hearken unto Iſrael your 
father. 

And he bleſſed them, every one according 
to his bleſſing he bleſſed them. 

And he charged them, and ſaid unto them, 
I am to be gathered unto my people: bury 
me with my fathers in the cave that is in the 
eld of Ephron the Hittite, 

in the cave that is in the field of Mach- 
pelah, which is before Mamre, in the land 
of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the 
feld of Ephron the Hittite, for a poſſeſſion 
of a burying-place, 
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here they buried Abraham and Sarah his 
wife; there they buried Iſaac and Rebekah 
his wife; and there I buried Leah. 

The purchaſe of the field and of the cave 
that is therein, was from the children of 
Heth. 

And when Jacob had made an end of 
commanding his ſons, he gathered up his 
feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghoſt, 
and was gathered unto his people. 

And Joſeph fell upon his father's face, 
and wept upon him, and kiſſed him. 

And Joſeph commanded his ſervants the 
phyſicians to embalm his father; and the 
phyſicians embalmed Iſrael. 

And forty days were fulfilled for him (for 
ſo-are fulfilled the days of thoſe which are 
embalmed;) and the Egyptians mourned 
for him threeſcore and ten days. 

And when the days of his mourning were 
paſt, Joſeph ſpake unto the houſe of Pha- 
raoh, faying, If now I have found grace in 
your eyes, ſpeak, I pray you, in the ears of 
Pharaoh, ſaying, 

My father made me ſwear, ſaying, Lo, I 
die: in my grave which I have digged for 
me in the land of Canaan, there ſhalt thou 

bury 
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his bury me. Now therefore let me go up, [ 
ab pray thee, and bury my father, and I will 
come again. 
ve And Pharaoh ſaid, Go up and bury thy 
of father, according as he made thee ſwear. 
And Joſeph went up to bury his father; 
of and with him went up all the ſervants of 
us Pharaoh, the elders of his houſe, and all the 
ſt, WF elders of the land of Egypt. 
And all the houſe of Joſeph, and his bre- 
e, WT thren, and his father's houſe : only their lit- 
tle ones, and their flocks, and their herds, 
they left in the land of Goſhen. ö 

And there went up with him both chari- 
ots and horſemen: and it was a very great 
company. 

And they came to the threſhing- floor of 
Atad, which is beyond Jordan, and there 
they mourned with a great and very fore la- 
mentation; and he made a mourning for his 
father ſeven days. 

And when the inhabitants of the land, the 
Canaanites, ſaw the mourning in the floor 
of Arad, they faid, This is a grievous mourn- 
ing to the Egyptians : wherefore the name 
of it was called Abel-mizraim, which is be- 
yond Jordan, 
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And his ſons did unto him according az 
he commanded them. 

For his ſons carried him into the land of 
Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the 
field of Machpelah, which Abraham bought 
with the field, for a poſſeſſion of a burying. 
place, of Ephron the Hittite, before Mamre., 

And Joſeph returned into Egypt, he and 
his brethren, and all that went up with him 
to bury his father, after he had buried his 
father. 

And when Joſeph's brethren ſaw that thei 
father was dead, they ſaid, Joſeph will per- 
adventure hate us, and will certainly requite 
us all the evil which we did unto him. 

And they ſent meſſengers unto Joſeph, 
ſaying, Thy father did command before he 
died, ſaying, | 

So ſhall ye fay unto Joſeph, Forgive, | 
pray thee now, the treſpaſs of thy brethren, 


and their ſin; for they did unto thee evil: 


and now, we pray thee, forgive the treſpals 
of the ſervants of the Gop of thy father. 
And Joſeph wept when they ſpake unto hum. 

And his brethren alſo went and fell down 
before his face: and they ſaid, Behold, we 
be thy ſervants. 


And 
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And Joſeph ſaid unto them, Fear not; 
for am I in the place of Gop ? 

But as for you, ye thought evil againſt 
me; but Gop meant it unto good, to bring 
to paſs, as is it this day, to fave much peo- 
ple alive. 

Now therefore ſear ye not: I will nouriſh 
you, and your little ones. And he comforted 
them, and ſpake kindly unto them. 

And Joſeph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his 
father's houſe : and, Joſeph lived an hundred 
and ten years. 

And Joſeph ſaw Ephraim's children, of 
the third generation : the children alſo of 
Machir, the ſon of Manaſſeh, were brought 
up upon Joſeph's knees. 

And Joſeph ſaid unto his brothien, I die: 
and Gop will ſurely viſit you, and bring you 
out of this land, unto the land which he 
ſware to Abraham, to Iſaac, and to Jacob. 

And Joſeph took an oath of the children 
of Iſrael, ſaying, God will ſurely viſit you, 
and ye ſhall carry up my bones from hence. 

So Joſeph died, being an hundred and ten 
years old : and they embalmed him, and ke 
was put in a coffin in Egypt. 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


Jacob was very ſolicitous, you find, to be buried in 
the cave of Machpelah ; this urgent defire, was a proof 
of the ſtedfaſt faith which he had in the promiſes of 
God, reſpecting his poſterity's being eſtabliſhed in the 
poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan. A little before his 
death, he was inſpired by the ALmiGHTr, to utter 
prophecies concerning each particular tribe ; but I have 
omitted that part of the chapter, becauſe I thought it 
would be better underſtood by you at a maturer age: 
I ſhall, however, inform you, he foretold that the 
promiſed ſeed ſhould proceed from Judah ; and I beg 
you to remember this particular, for it is very re- 
markable. 

Joſeph, like a dutiful fon, exactly fulfilled the dying 
requeſt of his honoured and lamented parent ; and fol. 
lowed his dear remains with every circumſtance of re- 
ſpe& that affection could ſuggeſt, or his own princely 
rank required in the eye of the world. Previous to his 
ſetting out on his melancholy journey, he cauſed the 
body to be embalmed, which was an honour uſually 
paid to the deceaſed in the land of Egypt ; the manner 
of performing it was this: the bowels were taken out, 
waſhed, and ſecured from putrefaction by ſome power- 
ful drugs, the whole body was anointed with oil of 
cedar, with myrrh, cinnamon, and other coſtly things, 
for about thirty days, by which means it was preſerved 
entire, without ſo much as loſing the hair; after this, it 
was put in ſalt of nitre forty days; laſtly, the body was 
taken out of the ſalt, waſhed and cariouſly wrapped in 

very 
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very fine lawn dipped in myrrh, and rubbed with a cer- 
tain gum that the Egyptians uſed inſtead of glue; then 
it was put into a coffin, on the upper part of which was re- 
preſented the deceaſed perſon ; it was alſo adorned with 
other curious embelliſhments ; the neareſt relations uſu- 
ally kept them in their houſes. Bodies thus preſerved, 
are called mummies ; and there are many remaining to 
this day, though the cuſtom, of embalming has long 
been diſcontinued. Different nations have peculiar ways 
of diſpoſing of their dead. In all chriſtian countries it 
is the cuſtom to bury them, which is agreeable to the 
command of Gop, implied in the words ſpoken to 
Adam, *©* Duſt thou art, and to duſt ſhalt thou return.“ 

As Joſeph had engaged to carry his father to ſuch a 
diſtance, it was very neceſſary he ſhould uſe every pre- 
caution for preſerving the body, becauſe it would have 
been, before they arrived at the cave of Machpelah, in 
ſuch a ſtate of putrefaction, as would have endangered 
the healths of the attendants on the funeral ſolemnity; 
beſides, it is neceſſary in many inſtances, for foreigners 
to comply with the cuſtoms of a country they have long 
reſided in. 

It certainly muſt have been a painful office, for Jo- 
ſeph to follow his dear father ſo many miles ; ſome- 
times we may ſuppoſe him ſhedding tears of tender 
ſorrow, for the loſs of fo affectionate a friend, recol- 
letting a thouſand inſtances of parental love; ſome- 
times contemplating his character in thoſe inſtances 
which procured him the favour of Gop, and drawing 
corafort from the hopes, that he enjoyed this ineffable 
bleſſing in a ſuperlative degree; elevating his own ſoul 
with ardent wiſhes to obtain the ſame glorious reward, 
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and forming reſolutions to follow the example of his 
pious parent. When he had performed the funeral 
rites, and depoſited the body by the venerable remains 
of his honoured anceſtors, he returned, attended by his 
brethren, to the land of Egypt ; for he would neither 
break his. promiſe to Pharaoh, nor deſert the office he 
had taken on himſelf, as the whole land of Egypt 
would have been thrown into confuſion by it ; becauſe, 
in all probability, there was not a perſon qualified 
to fill his place. He had not, however, forgot his 
native country; for you may learn, from his earneſt 
deſire to have his bones carried there, that he had the 
ſame faith in the promiſes of Gop, as Jacob teſtified, 
Notwithſtanding the numberleſs inſtances which he had 
given his brethren of his ſincere affeftion and perfect 
forgiveneſs,- they could not baniſh their fears, that his 
reſentment, which might have been reſtrained by refpe& 
for kis father, would break out again. So hard is it 
for a guilty conſcience to be at reſt! their hearts told 
them what offences they had committed againſt their 
brother in his helpleſs youth, and they well knew, 
that they had no title to his affection, but what aroſe 
from the goodneſs of his own difpoſition. With what 
amiable tenderneſs did he receive their meſſage, and 
afterwards aſſure them of his protection! 

In this manner, ſhould all people act towards their 
relations. If a brother or ſiſter has offended, we ſhould 
never ſuffer reſentment to break out either in violent 
reproaches, or retaliation of injuries; but ſeek out 
occaſions of recalling their love, by acts of kindneſs 
and friendſhip : think how often we offend Gop, who 
beſtows more benefits on us, than we can poſſibly do 
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on any creature, He forgives us ; we ſhould, ſurely 
then, forgive one another. Tho? Joſeph's death is 
mentioned ſo ſoon after Jacob's, we have reaſon to ſup- 
pole, he ſurvived his father many years: you find, he 
ended his life like a true ſervant of Gop, full of faith 
and hope; nor had he ſuffered himſelf to be corrupted 
by the idolatry of the Egyptians ; he certainly muſt 
have had excellent principles, to have withſtood the 
contagion of bad example. All perſons ought to imi- 
tate him in this particular alſo; and we have need to 
guard our minds by every example; for tho* we live 
in a country where there are neither idols of wood or 
ſtone, where the inhabitants do not worſhip the ſun 
and moon, we are ſtill in danger of being ſeduced to an 
idolatrous attachment to ſinful pleaſures and covetous 
deſires. If we ſuffer any evil propenſity to engage our 
affections, or lead us away from the worſhip of Gop, 
we are guilty of the ſin of idolatry, full as much as 
thoſe who worſhip idols. 
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Hrs BIRTH=—SAVED BY PHARAOH's daucuTtk— 
KiLLETH THE EGYPTIAN. 


ND Joſeph died, and all his brethren, 
A and all that generation, 

And the children of Iſrael were fruitful, 
and increaſed abundantly, and multiplied, 
and waxed exceeding mighty ; and the land 
was filled with them. 

Now there aroſe up a new Tat over ESyp,, 
which knew not Joſeph. 

And he ſaid unto his people, Behold, the 
people of the children of Iſrael are more and 
mightier than we. 

Come on, let us deal wiſely with them: 
leſt they multiply, and it come to paſs that 
when there falleth out any war, they join 
alſo unto our enemies, and fight againſt us, 
and fo get them up out of the land. 

Therefore they did ſet over them taſk- 
maſters, to afflict them with their burdens. 
And they built for Pharaoh treaſure-cities, 


Pithom and Raamſes. | 
. But 
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But the more they afflicted them, the more 
they multiplied and grew. And they were 
grieved becauſe of the children of Iſrael. 

And the Egyptians made the children of 
Iſrael to ſerve with rigour. 

And they made their lives bitter with hard 
bondage in mortar and in brick, and in all 
manner of ſervice in the field: all their ſer- 
vice wherein they made them ſerve, was with 
rigour. 

And Pharaoh charged all TY people, ſay- 
ing, Every ſon that is born, ye ſhall caſt 
into the river, and every daughter ye ſhall 
ſave alive. 

And there went a man of the houſe of 
Levi, and took to wife a daughter of Levi. 

And the woman bare a ſon : and when ſhe 
ſaw him that he was a goodly child, ſhe hid 
him three months. 

And when ſhe could not wa hide him, - 
ſhe took for him an ark of bulruſhes, and 
daubed it with flime and with pitch, and put 
the child therein; and ſhe laid it in th flags 
by the river's brink. 

And his ſiſter ſtood afar off, to wit what. 
ſhould be done to him. 
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And the daughter of Pharaoh came down 
to wafh herſelf at the river: and her maidens 
walked along by the river's fide : and when 
ſhe ſaw the ark among the flags, ſhe ſent her 
maid to fetch it. 

And when ſhe had opened it, ſhe ſaw the 
child: and behold the babe wept. And ſhe 
had compaſſion on him, and ſaid, This is one 
of the Hebrew's children. 

Then ſaid his ſiſter to Pharaoh's daughter, 
Shall I go and call to thee a nurſe of the 
Hebrew women, that ſhe may nurſe the child 
for thee ? 

And Pharaoh's daughter ſaid unto her, 
Go. And the maid went and called the 
child's mother. : 

And Pharaoh's daughter ſaid unto her, 
Take this child away, and nurſe it for me, 
and I will give thee thy wages. And the 
wornan took the child, and nurſed it. 

And the child grew, and ſhe brought him 
unto Pharaoh's daughter, and he became 
her ſon, and ſhe called his name Moſes; and 
ſhe ſaid, Becauſc I drew him out of the 
water. 

And it came to paſs in thoſe days, when 
Moſes was grown, that he went out unto 
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his brethren, and looked on their burdens ; 
and he eſpied an Egyptian ſmiting an He- 
brew, one of his brethren. 

And he looked this way and that way, and 
when he ſaw that there was no man, he ſlew 
the Egyptian, and hid him in the ſand. 

And when he went out the ſecond day, 
behold, two men of the Hebrews ſtrove to- 
gether : and he ſaid to him that did the 
wrong, Wherefore ſmiteſt thou thy fellow? 
And he ſaid, Who made thee a prince and 


a judge over us? intendeſt thou to kill me, 


as thou killedſt the Egyptian? and Moſes 
feared, and ſaid, Surely this thing is known? 
Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he 
ſought to ſlay Moſes. But Moſes fled from 
the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land 
of Midian: and he ſat down by a well. 
Now the prieſt of Midian had ſeven daugh- 
ters: and they came and drew water, and 
filled the troughs to water their father's flock. 
And the ſhepherds came and drove them 
away: but Moſes ſtood up and helped them, 
and watered their flock. - 
And when they came to Reuel their fa- 
ther, he ſaid, How is it that ye are come fo 


ſoon to day? | 
And 
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And they ſaid, An Egyptian delivered us 
out of the hand of the ſhepherds, and alſo 
drew water enough for us, and watered the 


flock. 

And he ſaid unto his 1 And 
whe is he? Why 1s it that ye have left the 
man? call him, that he may eat bread. 

And Moſes was content to dwell with 
the man, and he gave Moſes Zipporah his 


daughter, 
And ſhe bare him a ſon, and he called his 


name Gerſhom ; for he ſaid, I have been a 
ſtranger in a ſtrange land. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


You have now, my dear, begun the hiſtory of the 
great lawgiver of the Jews, Moſes ; and I beg you will 
pay great attention, for the ſubject is worthy of it. 

The kings of Egypt were all called Pharaoh, though 
they had names beſides: the monarch in whoſe reign 
Moss was born, came from another country, and had 
eonquered the Egyptians ; therefore it is not ſurprizing 
that he paid no reſpect to the memory of Joſeph, and 
the lawful eſtabliſhment which the children of Iſrael 
had obtained by a royal grant from a former king ; nor 
can we wonder that he ſhould be jealous of a people, who 
multiplied and flouriſhed in ſo remarkable a manner, 

There is reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the Iſraclites had ſuf- 
fered themſelves to depart in a great degree from the 
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worſhip of the true Gop, and to mix ſome of the ido- 
latrous cuſtoms of the Egyptians in their religious ſer- 
vice, which muſt be very diſpleaſing to the Al ui t ;: 
and as the time was nearly expired, at which he had 
promiſed to bring them out of Egypt, it was particularly 
neceſſary to awaken them to a ſenſe of their duty: he 
therefore permitted thoſe afflictions you have been read- 
ing of, to befal them, that by their wonderful deliver- 
ance they might be induced to pay him due honour, 
and that the world might likewiſe know the power 
and wiſdom of Gop. 

What an inhuman wretch muſt Pharaoh have been, to 

command little innocent babes to be torn from the em- 
braces of their tender mothers, and thrown into the 
river! Many an helpleſs infant doubtleſs fell a ſacrifice 
to his barbarity ; and many an aftlited parent, filled the 
air with fruitleſs lamentations ! But GoD, who is ever 
merciful, had power to comfort the mothers, whilſt the 
children were ſaved from a life of ſlavery, and received 
to heaven. 
When we obſerve that bad men are permitted to effect 
their wicked purpoſes, we muſt always remember that 
Go is juſt, therefore will certainly make amends to 
thoſe who ſuffer innocently ; and though death appears 
to put an end to our exiſtence, there 1s another world 
where rewards and puniſhments will be diſpenſed, in 
which good people will receive infinitely more happi- 
neſs than it is in the power of the wicked to deprive 
them of here. 

It pleaſed God to preſerve Moszs from the general 
deſtruction, and to ordain that he ſhould become the 
adopted ſon of the cruel monarch's daughter; by which 


means he received an excellent education, for he was 


learned 
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learned in all the wiſdom of the Egyptians,” and they 
were at that time famous for their ſkill in many ſci- 
_ ences. Having fortunately been conſigned to the care of 
his own mother, he was early initiated into the princi- 
ples of the true religion, and certainly always conſidered 
himſelf as an Iſraelite; for he deſpiſed the pomp and 
grandeur of the court, and rather choſe to ſuffer afflie- 
tion with his people. You find chat he was ſo zealouſly 
attached to them, that he even killed an Egyptian in 
defence of an Iſraelite. Moſes proves himſelf to be a 
very faithful hiſtorian, for he not only relates the ble- 
miſhes in other good characters, but even informs us of 
his own faults; though I think this action is not to be 
called one, for when he killed the Egyptian, without 


doubt his mind was filled with juſt reſentment at be- 


holding the various oppreſſions the people laboured 
under, for which they had no legal redreſs. It was in 
vain to ſeek it from the Egyptians, and the Iſraelites 
dared not publicly to reſiſt their ill-treatment, fo that 
Moſes was in a very peculiar ſituation. Mankind have 
always been allowed to ſlay their enemies in battle, 
without the imputation of murder. The Egyptians 
openly profeſſed hoſtility to the Iſraelites, and had de- 
prived them of the means of defence; for they were mere 
ſhepherds, never trained to the arts of war, and poſlel- 
ſed of no other weapons than their ſtaves, with which 
they protected their flocks and herds. The Egyptians 
had, contrary to all juſtice, deſtroyed numbers of ther 
children; therefore Moſes, I think, might without com- 
mitting fin kill an Egyptian in the act of oppreſſing ane 
of his brethren ; perhaps, he thereby prevented his put- 
ting the Iſraelite to death. Of this, however, we may 

| aſſure 
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ature ourſelves, Moſes did not tranſmit an account of 
this tranſaction to poſterity, in order to recommend the 
example of deſtroying mankind; for as a legiſlator, he 
forbad one man to kill another, under the penalty of 
death, 

As Moſes had made a diſcovery of his principles to 
the Egyptians, and attracted the anger of the king, he 
was no longer in ſafety, therefore fled with the utmoſt 
precipitation, not knowing which way to go; but Gop 
who knew his heart, preſerved him, and directed his 
ſteps to a place of refuge; he had an immediate oppor- 
tunity of conferring a great obligation on a worthy man, 
who received him into his n and married him to 
one of his daughters, 


SECT: 


an 
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GOD ayPEARETH TO HIM. — SEN DETH HIM And 
IS BROTHER AARON To PHARAO H. 


[ OW Moſes kept the flock of Jethro 

his father-in-law, the prieſt of Mi- 
dian; and he led the flock to the back-fide 
of the deſert, and came to the mountain of 
Gop ; even to Horeb. 

And the angel of the Loxp appeared unto 
him in a flame of fire out of the midſt of 
a buſh: and he looked, and behold, the 
buſh burned with fire, and the buſh was not 
conſumed, 

And Moſes ſaid, I will now turn aſide 
and ſee this great ſight, why the buſh is not 
burnt, 

And when the Loxp ſaw that he turned 
aſide to ſee, Gop called unto him out of 
the midſt of the buſh, and ſaid, Moſes, Mo- 
ſes. And he ſaid, Here am I. 

And he ſaid, Draw not nigh hither ; put 
off thy ſhoes from off thy feet, for the place 


whereon thou ſtandeſt is holy ground. 
More- 
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Moreover he ſaid, I am the Gop of thy 
father, the Gob of Abraham, the Gop of 
Iſaac, and the Gop of Jacob. And Moſes 
hid his face ; for he was afraid to look upon 
GoD. 

And the Lord ſaid, I have ſurely ſeen 
the affliction of my people which are in 
Egypt, and -have heard their cry by reaſon 
of their taſk-maſters; for I know their 
ſorrows. 

And I am come down to deliver them 
out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to 


to bring them up out of that land, unto a good 
of land, and a large, unto a land flowing with 

de milk and honey; unto the place of the Ca- 
t naanites, and the Hittites, and the Amo- 
rites, and the Perizzites, and the Hirte, 
e and the Jebuſites. 

c Now therefore behold, the cry of the 


children of Iſrael is come unto me: and 
[ have alſo ſeen the oppreſſion wherewith 
the Egyptians oppreſs them. 

Come now therefore, and I will ſend 
thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayeſt bring 
forth my people the children of Lirael out. 


of Egypt. 


And 
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And Moſes faid unto Gop, Who am I, 
that I ſhould go unto Pharaoh, and that ] 
ſhould bring forth the children of IIrael 
out of Egypt? 

And he ſaid, Certainly I will be with 
thee; and this ſhall be a token unto thee, 
that I have ſent thee: when thou haſt 
brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye 
ſhall ſerve Gop upon this mountain. 

And Moſes ſaid unto Gop, Behold, when 
I come unto the children of Iſrael, and 
ſhall ſay unto them, The Gop of your fa- 
thers hath ſent me unto you ; and they ſhall 
ſay to me, What is his name; what ſhall 1 

ſay unto them ? 
And Gop faid unto Moſes, I AM 
THAT I AM: and he ſaid, Thus ſhalt 
thou ſay unto the children of Iſrael, I AM 
hath ſent me unto you. 

And Gop ſaid moreover unto Moſes, 
Thus ſhalt thou ſay unto the children of 
Iſrael, The Loxp Gop of your fathers, the 
Gop of Abraham, the Gop of Iſaac, and 
the Gop of Jacob hath ſent me unto you: 
this is my name for ever, and this 1s my 
memorial unto all generations. 


Go, 
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Go, and gather the elders of Iſrael to- 
gether, and ſay unto them, The Loxp Gop 
of your fathers, the Gop of Abraham, of - 
Iſaac, and of Jacob appeared unto me, ſay- 
ing, I have ſurely viſited you, and ſeen that 
which is done to you in Egypt. | 

And I have ſaid, I will bring you up out 
of the affliction of Egypt, unto the land of 
the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the 
Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hi- 
vites, and the Jebuſites, unto a land I 
with milk and honey. 

And they ſhall hearken to thy voice : 
thou ſhalt come, thou and the elders of 
Itrael unto the king of Egypt, and you ſhall 
ſay unto him, The Loxp Gop of the He- 
brews hath met with us ; and now let us go 
(we beſeech thee) three days journey into 
the wilderneſs, that we may ſacrifice to the 
Loxb our Gop. | 

And I am ſure that the king of Egypt 
will not let you go, no, not by a mighty 
hand. | 

And I will ſtretch out my hand, and 
ſmite Egypt with all my wonders which I 
will do in the midſt thereof; and after that 


he will let you go. 
And 
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And I will give this people favour in 
the ſight of the Egyptians: and it ſhall 
come to paſs, that when ye go, ye ſhall 
not go empty. 

But every woman ſhall borrow of her 
neighbour, and of her that ſojourneth in her 
houſe, jewels of ſilver, and jewels of gold, 
and raiment: and ye ſhall put them upon 
your ſons, and upon your daughters; and ye 
ſhall ſpoil the Egyptians. 

And Moſes anſwered and ſaid, But be- 
hold, they will not believe me, nor hearken 
unto my voice: for they will ſay, The Lonp 
hath not appeared unto thee. 

And the Loxp ſaid unto him, What! is 
that in thine hand? And he ſaid, A rod. 

And he ſaid, Caſt it on the ground: and 
he caſt it on the ground, and it became a 
ſerpent : and Moſes fled from before it. 

And the Lorp ſaid unto Moſes, Put 
forth thine hand, and take it by the tail: 
and he put forth his hand, and caught it, 
and it became a rod in his hand. 

That they may believe that the Lorp 
Gop of their fathers, the Gop of Abraham, 


the Gop of Iſaac, and the Gop*of Jacob 
hath appeared unto thee, 
And 


r in 
ſhall 
ſhall 


her 
her 


old, 
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And the Loop ſaid furthermore unto him, 
Put now thine hand into thy boſom ; and 
he put his hand into his boſom : and when 
he took it out, behold, his hand was * 
as ſnow. 

And he ſaid, Put thine hand into thy 
boſom again, and he put his hand into his 
boſom again, and plucked it out of his bo- 
ſom; and behold, it was turned again as 
his other fleſh. 

And it ſhall come to paſs, if they will not 
believe thee, neither hearken to the voice 
of the firſt ſign, that they will believe the 
voice of the latter ſign. vs 

And it ſhall come to paſs, if they will not 
believe alſo theſe two ſigns, neither hearken 
unto thy voice, that thou ſhalt take of the 
water of the river, and pour it upon the 
dry land : and the water which thou takeſt 
out of the river, ſhall become blood upon 
the dry land. 

And Moſes ſaid unto the Loxb, O my 
Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, 
nor ſince thou haſt ſpoken unto thy ſervant : 
but I am flow of ſpeech, and of a flow 


tongue, 
And 
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And the Lokd ſaid unto him, Who hath 
made man's mouth? or who maketh the 
dumb, or deaf, or the ſceing, or the blind? 
have not I the Lox D? 

Now therefore go, and I will be with 
thy mouth, and teach thee what thou ſhalt 
ſay. 

And he ſaid, O my Loxo, ſend, I pray 
thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt 
ſend. 

And the anger of the Lorp was kindled 
againſt Moſes, and he ſaid, Is not Aaron 
the Levite thy brother ? I know that he can 
ſpeak well. And alſo behold, he cometh 
forth to meet thee : and when he ſeeth thee, 
he will be glad in his heart. 

And thou ſhalt ſpeak unto him, and put 
words in his mouth: and I will be with 
thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will 
teach you what ye ſhall do. 

And he ſhall be thy ſpokeſman unto the 
people: and he ſhall be, even he ſhall be 
to thee inſtead of a mouth, and thou ſhalt 
be to him inſtead of Gop. 

And thou ſhalt take this rod in thine hand, 
wherewith thou ſhalt do ſigns, 


And 
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> hatt And Moſes went and returned to Jethro 
h the Wis father-in-law, and ſaid unto him, Let 
linde Mine go, 1 pray thee, and return unto my 

brethren which are in Egypt, and ſee whe- 
with Mrhcr they be yet alive. And Jethro ſaid to 
ſhalt Moſes, Go in peace. 

And the LoxD ſaid unto Moſes in Midian, 
pray Go, return into Egypt: for all the men are 
wilt Nacad which ſought thy life. | 

And Moſes took his wife, and his ſons, 
and ſet them upon an aſs, and he returned 
to the land of Egypt. And Moſes took the 
rod of Gop in his hand. 

And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, When 
thou goeſt to return into Egypt, fee that 
thou do all thoſe wonders before Pharaoh 
which I have put in thine hand: but I will 
ith MW harden his heart, that he ſhall not let the 
vill people go. 

And thou ſhalt ſay unto Pharaoh, Thus 
he ich the Lorp, Iſrael is my "= even my 
be WW :ir!t-born. 
alt And I fay unto thee, Let my ſon go, 

hat he may ſerve me: and if thou refuſe 
d, to let him go, behold, I will ſlay thy ſon, 


even thy firſt-born, | 
d VOr: 3 N And 
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And the Loxp ſaid to Aaron, Go into 
the wilderneſs to meet- Moſes. And he 
went and met him in the mount of God, 
and kiſſed him. | 

And Moſes told Aaron all the words of 
the Loxb, who had ſent him, and all the 
ſizns which he had commanded him. 

And Moſes and Aaron went and gathered 
together all the elders of the children of 
Iſrael. . 

And Aaron ſpake all the words which the 
Loxp had ſpoken unto Moſes, and did the 
ſigns in the ſight of the people. 

And the people believed : and when they 
heard that the Lord had viſited the children 
of Iſrael, and that he had looked upon their 
affliction, then they bowed their heads and 
worſhipped. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


What aftoniſhment muſt ſeize the mind of Moſes 
when he beheld this amazing ſight, a buſh burning 
with fire, and not conſumed !”” And how would his 
wonder increaſe, when he heard the awful voice com- 
manding him to put off his hoes, and obſerve the ut- 
moſt reverence ! 


1 
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It is ſaid that the Ancer of the Loxp appeared 
to Moſes in the baſh ;“ and in the following verſe, that 
ne“ Lob called unto him out of the midſt of the 
buſh ;”” therefore I think, that by the AN Et we may 
underſtand the glorious appearance which certified the 
Divine Preſence, and not one of the heavenly hoſt, who are 
miniftring ſpirits, for they, and all things were created by 
him; had he been leſs than God, he would not have ſaid, 
] am the Gow of thy father, &c.“ nor would he have 
threatened in his own name to bring deſtruction on the 
Foyptians, or promiſed himſelf to deliver Iſrael. We 
who never have been bleſſed with a viſion of Goo, can 
form no idea of the manner of his appearance, any more 
than a perſon born blind can of light and colours. Yet 
there 13 no doubt but that he did manifeſt himſelf appa- 
rently to Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, Moſes, &c. and cer- 
tainly were it his pleafure to reveal himſelf to every 
individual of intelligent beings at the ſame inſtant of 
time, he has power to do it, by as great a variety of 
means as there are of creatures; though the Al u, 
may ſtill be juſtly ſtiled an inviſible God, becauſe from 
lis infinite greatneſs which fill; the univerſe, and gur 
imperfeR natures and limited powers, we cannot behold 
him according to his excellent majeſty. 

A buth illuminated by the Divine Preſence was fo 
reſplendent, and the voice that accompanied it ſo awful, 
that Moſes hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon 
Gp: conſcious' of his own deficiency, he was very 
reluctant to undertake the important office to Which 
Gov appointed him, and was fearful of not gaining 
credit with the Iſraelites; he therefore intreated to know 
by what name he ſhould call the Lon o, to digin gam 

N 2 bim 
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him from the heathen gods; obſerve my dear, and u 
member the anſwer, I AM THAT I AM; 
unto the Iſraelites, ©* I AM hath ſent me. unto thee, 
Now Moſes was evidently ſent by him who ſpake u 
him, this title I AM, could belong to none but thy 
eternal, everlaſting Gop ; therefore Moſes was the in. 
mediate meſſenger of the ALmuicnTyY, who reyealed 
himſelf to him by his wor D: what this expreſſion meat 
my dear, I ſhall endeavour, as we proceed, to give you 
ſome idea of. Gop ſaid moreover unto Moſes, fay 
unto the children of Iſrael, the Loxp Gov' of your 
fathers hath appeared unto me, &c.“ no angel or demo 
hath commiſſioned me to promiſe you deliverance, nor 
any of the heavenly bodies; no idol repreſentative of 
imaginary deities, but the one true ALM1GHTyY Gon, 
. who eternally and everlaſtingly exiſts of, from, and by 
himſelf, the great I AM, the ſame yeſterday, to-day, 
and for ever. This merciful, juſt, benevolent, and 
powerful Being, in remembrance of his promiſe to our 
forefathers, who believed and truſted in him, is about 
to deliver you from your preſent afflictions, and bring 
you. to that land, where under his peculiar proteCtion 
you ſhall enjoy the bleſſings of eaſe and plenty: thoſe 
wicked idolaters who now inhabit that country, ſhall 
be deſtroyed by the ſervants of the living Gop ; the 
proud king of Egypt ſhall know, that it is in vain to 
reſiſt omnipotence ; and as he exalts himſelf again 
God, he will leave him to himſelf, ſo that his heart 
will harden in wickedneſs, and he ſhall feel the dread- 
ful effects of God's diſpleaſure, ſince he has ſhut him- 
ſelf out from his favour. 'This, my dear, is what you 


are to underſtand by God's hardening the heart of Pha- 
raoh ; 
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aoh ; for the merciful diſpoſition of the ALmuicurty 
inclines him to do good continually to all his creatures, 
o pity their infirmities, and pardon their ſins ; but if 
perſons will be ſo impiouſly profane as to defy his pow- 
er, and ſay, ** Who is the Lord, that I ſhould obey his 
voice?“ we ſurely cannot but acknowledge the juſtice 
of Gov, in leaving ſuch wicked wretches to ſuffer the 
conſequences of their pride and obſtinacy in oppoling 
the terrors of the Lok p. | 
You know I have told you, that Satan tries to tempt 
men to ſin, but he has no power over thoſe who endea- 
your to do well: ſtill if perſons reſolve to be ſinners, 
and to throw off their obedience to God, they then be- 
come the devil's ſervants, God forſakes them, and fo 
far may be faid to harden their hearts, by leaving them 
entirely expoſed to the temptations and influence of the 
evil one; whoſe conſtant employment it is to harden 
men in fin, and to perſuade them to offend the Ar- 
MIGHTY. 

Tho' Moſes truly believed in Gop, yet he was of 
ſuch a timid diſpoſition, that he was ftill doubtful of 
his own abilities, and fearful of going; God, there- 
fore, condeſcended to encourage him to do it by imme- 
diately convincing him, that he could change any 
thing in nature ſuddenly, which is called performing a 
miracle ; and promiſed, that he would continue to do 
lo, on every neceſſary occaſion, by his hand. You 
muſt not ſuppoſe, that there was any inherent power in 
the rod of Moſes, to work the wonders which enſued on 
his ſtretching it out; it was only a piece of a common 
tree, but it pleaſed Gop to bleſs it, to the end and 
ule of diſtinguiſhing Moſes as the meſſenger of Gov. 
N 3 Every 
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Every miracle was performed by the ALMIGHTY, wh, 
appointed Moſes as his miniſter; for that /prophane 
wretch Pharaoh, was unworthy to have any immediaty 
intercourſe with Gop. 
How highly did the Lox honour the people 0 
Nt Ifrael, for the fake of his faithful ſervants Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob, by calling them his firſt-born ; that 
is to ſay, the nation whom he had ſelected as his pecy. 
liar people, from whom the promiſed Savious ſhould 
proceed. 

Surely they muſt feel tranſports of delight, veners. 
tion, and gratitude, when they heard Aaron announce 
the comfortable tidings, and ſaw the figns which the 

. Lox wrought, by the hand of Moſes, to comfirm thei 
[- But I will no longer detain you from the intereſting 
narrative, tho* every part is worthy of particular 
nodce. 


Go 
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ND afterward Moſes and Aaron went 
A in, and told Pharaoh, Thus faith the 
Loxp Gop of Iſrael, Let my people go, 
that they may hold a feaſt unto me in the 
wilderneſs. 

And Pharaoh ſaid, Who is the Lord 
that I ſhould obey his voice to let Iſrael go? 
I know not the Lorp, neither will I let 
Iſrael go. | 

And they ſaid, The Gop of the Hebrews 
hath met with us: let us go, we pray thee, 
three days journey into the deſert, and ſacri- 
fice unto the LoxD our Gop : leſt he fall 
upon us with peſtilence, or with the ſword. 

And the king of Egypt ſaid unto them, 
Wherefore do ye, Moſes and Aaron, let 
the people from their works get ye unto 
your burdens. 

And Pharaoh ſaid, Behold, the people 
of the land now are many, and ye make 
them reſt fram their burdens. 

N44 - And 
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And Pharaoh commanded the ſame dy 
the taſk-maſters of the people, and their 
officers, ſaying, 

Ye ſhall no more give the _ ſtray 
to make brick as heretofore, let them g 
and gather ſtraw for themſelves. 

And the tale of the bricks which they did 
make heretofore, ye ſhall lay upon them: 
ye ſhall not diminiſh ought thereof: for they 
be idle; therefore they cry, ſaying, Let us 
go and facrifice to our Gop. 

Let there more work be laid upon the 
men, that they may labour therein ; and 
tet them not regard vain words. 

And the taſk-maſters of the people went 
out and their officers, and they ſpake to the 
people, ſaying, Thus faith Pharaoh, I will 
not give you ſtraw. 

Go ye, get you ſtraw where you can find 
it: yet not ought of your work ſhall be 
diminiſhed. 

So the people were ſcattered abroad 
throughout all the land of Egypt, to gather 
ſtubble inſtead of ſtraw. 

And the taſk-maſters haſted them, ſaying, 
Fulfil your works, your daily taſks, as when 
there was ſtraw, 

And 
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And the officers of the children of Iſrael, 
which Pharaoh's taſk-maſters had ſet over 
them, were beaten, and demanded, Where- 
fore have ye not fulfilled your taſk in making 
brick, both yeſterday and "to-day, as here- 
tofore ? | 

Then the officers of the children of Iſrael 
came and cried unto Pharaoh, ſaying, 
Wherefore dealeſt thou thus with thy ſer- 
vants? 

There is no ſtraw aiven unto thy ſervants, 
and they ſay to us make brick : and behold, 
thy ſervants are beaten ; but the fault is in 
thine own people. 

But he ſaid, Ye are idle, ye are idle: 
therefore ye fay, Let us 80, and do ſacri- 
fice to the Lox . 

Go therefore now and work : for there 
ſhall no ſtraw be given you, yet ſhall ye 
deliver the tale of bricks. 

And the officers of the children of Iſrael 
dil ſee that they were in evil caſe after it 
was ſaid, Ye ſhall not miniſh ought ow”, 
your bricks of your daily taſk. 

And they met Moſes and Aaron, who 
ſtood in the way, as they came forth from 
Pharaoh. 


N 5 And 
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And they ſaid unto them, The Low 
look upon you, and judge; becauſe ye har 


made our favour to be abhorred in the eye 


of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his ſervantz 
to put a ſword in their hands to ſlay us. 
And Moſes returned unto the Lon, 
and ſaid, Loxb, wherefore haſt thou fo evi 
intreated this people? OP is 1t that thoy 
haſt ſent me ? 

For ſince I came to Pharaoh to ſpeak in 
thy name, he hath done evil to this people; 
neither haſt thou delivered thy people a 


all. 


Then the Loxp ſaid to Moſes, Nos 
ſhalt thou ſee what I will do to Pharaoh: 
for with a ſtrong hand ſhall he let them go, 
and with a ſtrong hand ſhall he drive them 
out of his land. 

And, Gop ſpake unto Moſes, and ſaid 


- unto him, I am the Loxp: 


And I appeared unto Abraham, unto 
Iſaac, and unto Jacob by the name of Gov 
ALMIGHTY, but'by my name wo VAH 


was I not known to them. 


And I have alſo eſtabliſhed my covenant 
with them, to give them the land of C 
4 - Naan; 
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naan : the land of their pilgrimage, wherein 
they were ſtrangers. 

And I have alfo heard the oroaieg of 
the children of Iſrael, whom the Egyptians 
keep in bondage: and I have remembered 


my covenant, 
Wherefore ſay unto the children of Iſrael, 


I am the Lorp, and I will bring you out 


from under the burdens -of the Egyptians, 
and I will rid you out of their bondage: and 
I will redeem you with a ſtretched-out arm, 
and with great judgments. 

And I will take you to me for a people, 
and I will be to you a Gop: and ye ſhall 
know that I am the Lok D your Gop, which 
bringeth you out from under the burdens 
of the Egyptians. 

And I will bring you in unto the land, 
concerning the which I did ſware, to give 
it to Abraham, to Iſaac, and to Jacob; 
and'J will give it you for an heritage; 1 


am the LorD. 
And Moſes ſpake ſo unto the children 


of Iſrael: but they hearkened not unto 


Moſes for anguiſh of ſpirit, and for cruel 
bondage. 

And the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes, capiog, 
| N 6 Go 
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Go in, ſpeak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, G 
that he let the children of Iſrael go out of * 
his land. , 


And Moſes fpake before the Logo, 
ſaying, Behold the children of Iſrael have 0 


not hearkened unto me; how then ſhall n 
Pharaoh hear me, who am of uncircumciſed 5 
lips ? 

And the Loxy ſpake unto Moſes and | 


unto Aaron, and gave them a charge unto 
the children of Ifrael, and unto Pharaoh 
king of Egypt, to bring the children of | 
Iſrael out of the land of Egypt. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


Pharaoh, you find, gave an immediate proof of his 
obduracy; for he would not pay the leaſt attention to 
Moſes and Aaron, but diſmiſſed them. with threatning 
and contempt ; and, in order to ſhew his dehance of 
God, increaſed the oppreſſion of the Iſraelites: how 
ſoon did that fooliſh people. fall back into deſpair ! 
They did not call to mind the wonders the Lox D had 
wrought for their fore-fathers, nor the promiſes he had 
vouchſafed to make to themſelves ; but began to re- 
proach Moſes and Aaron, as the authors of their accu- 
mulated diſtreſs. 

This is the way with many people in the world; 
when they meet with calamities, chey either accuſe 

| | Gov 
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Gov in their hearts, of injuſtice towards themſelves, 
or fancy that he has given them up to ruin and de- 
fraction ; whereas, if they would but look around, 
they would ſee continual inſtances of his providence 
and learn, that tho* he ſometimes ſuffers good per- 
ſons to encounter misfortunes, in order to purify their 
minds or exerciſe their virtues, he always relieves and 
comforts them by ſome means or other ; either by re- 
moving the evils they complain of, enabling them to 
bear them, and convincing them of their uſe, or elſe 
by taking them out of this world to a better. 

Without doubt, Moſes muſt ſuffer a great deal on 
this occaſion ; but you find he had immediate recourſe 
to God; who animated him to perſiſt i in the office he 
was appointed to, by repeated aſſurances, that, he 
would certainly effect the wonderful work of deliver- 
ing his people from a ſtate of bondage, and _ 
them under his peculiar government. 


SECT, 
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WATER TURNED To BLooOoD.—FroOGs- 
Lict.-FLisgs. 


ND the Loxp ſaid unto Moſes, See, I 

have made thee a god to Pharaoh: 

and Aaron thy brother ſhall be thy prophet. 

Thou ſhalt ſpeak all that I command thee: 

and Aaron thy brother ſhall ſpeak unto Pha- 

raoh, that he ſend the children of Iſrael out 
of his land. 

And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and 
multiply my ſigns and my wonders in the 
land of Egypt. | 

But Pharaoh ſhall not Wen unto you, 
that I may lay my hand upon Egypt, and 
bring forth mine armies, and my people the 
children of Iſrael, out of the land of Egypt 
by great judgments. 

And the Egyptians ſhall know, that I am 
the Lord, when I ſtretch forth mine hand 
upon Egypt, and bring out the children of 
Iſrael from among them. 


And 
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And Moſes and Aaron did as the Loxo 
commanded them, ſo did they. 

And Moſes was fourſcore years old, and 
Aaron fourſcore and three years old, when 
they ſpake unto Pharaoh. 

And the Lorp ſpake unto Moſes, and 
unto Aaron, ſaying, 

When Pharaoh ſhall ſpeak unto you, ſay- 
ing, Shew a miracle for you; then thou ſhalt 
ſay unto Aaron, take thy rod and caſt it be- 
fore Pharaoh, and 1t ſhall become a ſerpent. 

And Moſes and Aaron went in unto Pha- 
raoh, and they did ſo as the Lorp had com- 
manded; and Aaron caſt down his rod before 
Pharaoh, and before his ſervants, and it be- 
came a ſerpent. x TR 

Then Pharaoh alſo called the wiſe men 
and the ſorcerers; now the magicians of E- 
gypt, they alſo did in like manner with W 
inchantments. | 

For they caſt down every man his rod, and 
they became ſerpents, but Aaron' s rod ſwal- 
lowed up their rods. | 

And he hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he 
hearkened not unto them; as the Loxo had 
ſaid, 

And 
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And the Lomp ſaid unto Moſes, Phara- w 
oh's heart is hardened, he refuſeth to let the t 
people go. F 

Get thee unto Pharaoh in the morning: Wl i! 
lo, he goeth out unto the water: and thou 
ſhalt ſtand by the river's brink againſt he I 
come; and the rod which was turned to a 
ſerpent ſhalt thou take in thine hand. i 

And, thou ſhalt ſay unto him, The Lozp h 
Gop of the Hebrews hath ſent me unto thee, 
ſaying, Let my people go that they may ſerve 
me in the wilderneſs; and behold, hitherto 
thou wouldeſt not hear. 

Thus ſaith the Lorp, In this thou ſhalt 
know that I am the Lord : behold, I will 
ſmite with the rod that is in mine hand upon 
the waters which are in the river, and they 
ſhall be turned to blood. 

And the fiſh that is in the river ſhall die, 
and the river ſhall ſtink ; and the Egyptians 
ſhall lothe to drink of the water of the 
river. 

And the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes, Say 
unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and ſtretch out 
thine hand upon the waters of Egypt, upon 
their ſtreams, upon their rivers, and upon 
their ponds, and upon all their pools of 
i water, 
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water, that they may become blood : and 
that there may be blood throughout all the 
land of Egypt, both in veſſels of woad and 
in veſſels of ſtone. 

And Moſes and Aaron did ſo, as the 
LoxD commanded ; and he lift up the rod 
and ſmote the waters that were in the river, 
in the ſight of Pharaoh, and in the ſight of 
his ſervants : and all the waters that were 1n 
the river were turned to blood. 

And the fiſh that was in the river died, 
and the river ſtank, and the Egyptians could 
not drink of the water of the river: and 
there was blood throughout all the land of 
Egypt. 

And the magicians of Egypt did ſo with 
their enchantments: and Pharaoh's heart 
was hardened, neither did he hearken unto 
them ; as the Loxp had faid. 

And Pharaoh turned and went into his 
houſe, neither did he ſet his heart to this 
alſo. | 

And all the Egyptians digged round about 
the river for water to drink : for they could 
not drink of the water of the river. 

And ſeven days were fulfilled, after that 
the Loxp had ſmitten the river. 

And 
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And the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes, Go unto 
Pharaoh, and fay unto him, Thus faith the 

Lorp,/ Let my people go, that they may 
ſerve me. 

And if thou refuſe to ” them go, behold, 
I will ſmite all thy borders with frogs. 

And the river ſhall bring forth gs abun- 
dantly, which ſhall go up and come into thine 
houſe, and into thy bed-chamber, and upon 
thy bed, and into the houſe of thy ſervants, 
and upon thy people, and into thine ovens, 
and into thy kneading-troughs. 

And the frogs ſhall come up both on thee, 
and upon thy people, and upon all thy ſer- 
vants. 

And the Lorp ſpake unto Moſes, Say 
unto Aaron, Stretch forth thine hand with 
thy rod over the ſtreams, over the rivers, and 
over the ponds, and cauſe frogs to come up 
upon the land of Egypt. | 

And Aaron ſtretched out his hand over the 
waters of Egypt: and the frogs came vp, 
and covered the land of Egypt. 

And the magicians did ſo with their in- 
chantments, and brought up frogs upon the 


land of Egypt. 
Then 
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Ito Then Pharaoh called for Moſes and Aaron, 
he and ſaid, Intreat the Lon p, that he may take 
ay WY avay the frogs from me, and from my peo- 

ple; and I will let the people go, that they, 
d, may do ſacrifice unto the LO. 


And Moſes ſaid unto Pharaoh, Glory over 
me: when ſhall I intreat for thee, and for thy 
ſervants, and for thy people, to deſtroy the 
frogs from thee and thy houſes, that they 
may remain in the river only? _. 

And he ſaid, To-morrow. ; And he ſaid, 
Be it according to thy word: that thou may- 
eſt know, that there is none like unto the 
LoxD our Gov. 

And the frogs ſhall depart Soi thee, and 
from thy houſes, and from thy ſervants, and 
from thy people; they ſhall remain in the 
river only, 

And Moſes and Aaron went out ſrom Pha- 
raoh : and Moſes cried unto the Loxp, be- 
cauſe of the frogs which he had a a- 
gainſt Pharaoh. ö 

And the Logo did according to 5 
word of Moſes: and the frogs died out of 
the houſes, out of the villages, and out of 
the fields. 


And 
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And they gathered them together upon 
heaps; and the land ſtank. 

But when Pharaoh ſaw that there was 
reſpite, he hardened his heart, and hearken- 
ed not unto them: as the Lord had ſaid. 

And the Loxp ſaid unto Moſes, Say unto 
Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, and fmite the 
duſt of the land, that it may become lice 
throughout all the land of Egypt. 

And they did ſo; for Aaron ſtretched out 
his hand with his rod, and fmote the duſt 
of the earth, and it became lice in man and 
in beaſt: all the duſt of the land became 
lice throughout all the land of Egypr. 

And the magicians did ſo with their in- 
chantments, to bring forth lice, but they 
could not: ſo there were lice upon _ and 
upon beaſt. 

Then the magicians ſaid unto Pharaoh, 
This is the finger of Gop : and Pharaoh's 
heart was hardened, and he hearkened not 
unto them; as the Loxp had ſaid. 

And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Riſe vp 
early in the morning and ſtand before Pha- 
raoh : (lo, he cometh forth to the water: 
and fay unto him, Thus ſaith the Lozp, 
Let my people go, that they may ſerve me: 

Elſe, 


on 


ſt 
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Elſe, if thou wilt not let my people go, 
behold, I will fend ſwarms of flies upon 
thee, and upon thy ſervants, and upon thy 
people, and into thy houſes : and the houſes 
of the Egyptians ſhall be ſull of ſwarms of 
flies, and alſo the ground whereon they are: 

And I will ſever in that day the land of 
Goſhen, in which my people dwell, that no 
ſwarms of flies ſhall be there; to the end 
thou mayeſt know, that I am the Loxrp in 
the midſt of the earth. 

And I will put a diviſion between my 
people, and thy people: to-morrow ſhall 
this ſign be. 

And the Lorp did fo: and there came 
a grievous ſwarm of flies into the houſe of 
Pharaoh, and into his ſervants houſes, and 
into all the land of Egypt; the land was cor- 
rupted by reaſon of the ſwarm of flies, | 

And Pharaoh called for Moſes, and for 
Aaron, and ſaid, Go ye, ſacrifice to your 
God in the land. 

And Moſes faid, It is not meet ſo to do: 
for we ſhall ſacrifice the abomination of the 
Egyptians to the Loxp our Gop : lo, ſhall 
we ſacrifice the abomination of the Egyp- 

titans 


280 PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 


tians before their eyes, and will they ng 
ſtone us? 

We will go three 4 journey into the 
wilderneſs, and ſacrifice to the Loxp our 
Gop, as he ſhall command us. 

And Pharaoh ſaid, I will let you go, that 
ye may ſacrifice to the Lorn your Gop in 
the wilderneſs ; only ye ſhall not go ver 
far away: intreat for me. 

And Moſes faid, Behold, I go out from 
thee, and I will intreat the Lorp, that the 
ſwarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh, 
from his ſervants, and from his people, to- 
morrow : but let not Pharaoh deal deceit- 
fully any more, in not letting the people go 
to ſacrifice to the Lorp. 

And Moſes went out from Pharaoh, and 
intreated the LokD. 

And the Loxp did according to the word 
of Moſes; and he removed the ſwarms of 
flies from Pharaoh, from his ſervants, and 
from his people: there remained not one. 

And Pharaoh hardened his heart at this 


time alſo, neither would he let the people go. 


ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS anx»D REFLECTIONS. 


By the expreſſion I have made thee a God to Pha- 
raoh” (in this place) we may underſtand, a deputy ts 
act in God's ſtead; not that Moſes ſhould really 
become Gov, nor did he ever preſume to ſay, I am 
Gov, and do theſe wonders by my own power. 

When the LoxÞ had wrought the miracles which he 
appointed by the hand of Moſes, Pharaoh ſent for the 
magicians ; perſons who, I told you, pretended to 
ſupernatural arts; and they caſt down their rods, 
which, likewiſe became ſerpents; they alſo imitat- 
ed the action of Moſes in reſpect to turning the water 
into blood, and bringing frogs out of the river, with 
the ſame ſucceſs. I beg you will not think, my dear, 
that theſe wicked men (for ſuch they muſt be, to pre- 
ſume to hold competition with Gop) do not ſuppoſe, 
I ſay, that they performed theſe miracles of themſelves ; 
perhaps, Gov permitted their rods to become ſerpents, 
in order that his ſupreme power might appear, by 
cauſing that of Moſes to devour them ; and in reſpe& 
to the plagues of the water turning into blood, and 
frogs coming out of the river, it ſeems agreeable to 
the divine juſtice, that theſe profeſſed idolaters ſhould 
be made inſtrumental to their own afflictions; by in- 
creaſing the calamities, which were ſent as a puniſhment 
for their profaneneſs and impiety. If SaTan was 
capable of working miracles at all, his power was cer- 
tainly reſtrained to ſuch only as would bring evil on 
the declared enemies of Gop, or he would have 
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brought plagues on the Iſraelites ; who, you find, were 
effectually preſerved in every inſtance. 

In order to judge of the terrible calamities thy 
were brought on Pharaoh and the wicked Egyptians, 
we muſt conſider the value of the bleſſings they were 
deprived of. What would become of us all, if the 
water ſhould now be turned into blood ? No one, 
unleſs at the very point of periſhing with thirſt, coul 
drink it; and even then, it would, in all probability, 
be fatal in its effects; beſides, we ſhould be poiſonel 
with naſtineſs for want of that refreſhing element, 
None can truly tell what a valuable poſſeſſion good 
water is, but thoſe who have known the want of it; 
let us, therefore, ſtop and lift up our hearts in thank. 
fulneſs to the ALmicHTr, for beſtowing this excellent 
gift on us! ; 

{ have ſeen you, my dear, ſtart at the fight of one 
frog ; though, I hope, you have now overcome this weak- 
neſs, which requires only a little reflection and courage 
to ſubdue. But notwithſtanding frogs are harmlels 
where we ſee them in general, they are certainly not 
at all agreeable as domeſtick animals; and it is ſhock- 
ing, to think of their ſwarming to ſuch a degree, as to 
be found even m the royal apartments. 

The Loxp was pleaſed to ſuffer Pharaoh to name 
the time, at which the plague of frogs ſhould be re 
move4; and you may obſerve, he did not intreat that 
it might immediately ceaſe, but mentioned the mor- 
row; which ſeems to imply, an unwillingneſs to one 
any thing to Gon, ſuppoſing that they might go 


themſelves by that time. The event agreeing with his 
Own 
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own appointment, evidenced that all was the work of 
God. | 

The ALwuicuTY did not ſuffer the magicians to 
appear to work miracles any longer ; they tried to bring 
lice, but in vain, and were obliged to confeſs the power 
of the Lo xv. I muſt once more, my dear, remind you, 
how God continued to encourage the liraelites ; none 
of theſe afflictions affected them: ought not they to 
have been ever mindful of his loving-kindneſs to them ? 
The laſt plague muſt have been a dreadful one, as 
there are many kinds of flies that ſting ; and we may 
ſuppoſe, they compoſed a part of this formidable army. 
You have, I think, experienced the pain occaſioned 
by the ſting of a waſp; reflect then, what violent 
pony muſt ariſe from being wounded by a great num- 
ber of them; at the ſame time, that others were buz- 
zing in their ears, and darkening the air like clouds : 


ik. even that uſeful inſe&> the bee, which was made 
de e ſupply mankind with a falutary delicacy, and 
leß WW vive us an example of proverbial induſtry, might, 
no! on this occaſion, be appointed to aſſiſt in the puniſhment 
CK 


of the wicked Egyptians ; whilſt little infectious crea- 
tures, ſcarcely perceptible to the fight, might enter into 
he pores of the ſkin, and irritate them almoſt to mad- 


ime res. 
te. How great is the power of Gop, who can make 
that 


very thing in nature a bleſſing or a curſe to us! We 
107- ought to be very thankful, my dear child, that he 
owe WF 0e5 not ſuffer the race of inſets to increaſe too abun- 
antly, as they would not only be extremely trouble- 
ome, but would occaſion diſeaſes, and render our lives 
iſerable to the laſt degree. 

Vor. I. O Even 
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Even the haughty Pharaoh ſeems to have been in, 
timidated by theſe tormenting plagues ; for, in order 
to get rid of them, he humbled himſelf fo far, as todiſ. 
ſemble a conſent to comply with the demand of Moſes; 
but, like a confirmed ſinner, no ſooner did he find him: 
relieved, than he returned to his wickedneſs, and again 
defied the ALMIGHTY, 
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HEN the Loro ſaid unto Moſes, Go 

in unto Pharaoh, and tell him, Thus 
faith the LoxD Gop of the Hebrews,” Let 
my people go, that they may ſerve me. 

For if thou refuſe to let them go, and wilt 
hold them ſtall : 

Behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thy 
cattle which is in the field, upon the horſes, 
upon the aſſes, upon the camels, upon the 
oxen, and upon the ſheep: there ſhall be a 
very grievous murrain. 

And the Lorp ſhall ſever betwedn the 
cattle of Iſrael, and the cattle of Egypt; and 
there ſhall nothing die of all that 1s the chil- 
dren's of Iſrael, 

And the Lord appointed a ſet time, ſay- 
ing, To-morrow the Lozp ſhall do this thing 
in the land. 

And the Lord did that thing on the mor- 
row, and all the cattle of Egypt died; but 
O 2 of 
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of the cattle of the children of Iſrael died 


not one. | 

And Pharaoh ſent, and behold, there wy 
not one of the cattle of the Iſraelites dead, 
And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and 
he did not let the people go. 

And the Loxp ſaid unto Moſes, and unto 
Aaron, Take to you handfuls of aſhes of the 
furnace, and let Moſes ſprinkle it toward the 
heaven in the ſight of Pharaoh : 

And it ſhall become ſmall duſt in all the 
land of Egypt, and ſhall be a boil breaking 
forth with blains, upon man, and upon beat, 
throughout all the land of Egypt. 

And they took aſhes of the furnace, and 
ſtood before Pharaoh ; and Moſes ſprinkled 
it up toward heaven: and it became a. boll 
breaking forth with blains, upon man, and 
upon beaſt. 

And the magicians could not ſtand before 
Moſes, becauſe of the boil : for the boil was 
upon the magicians, and upon all the Egyp- 
tians.. 

And the Lord hardened the heart of Pha- 
raoh, and he hearkened not unto them ; # 
the Loxp had ſpoken unto Moſes, 


And 
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And the Loxp faid unto Moſes, Riſe up 
early in the morning, and ſtand before Pha- 
taoh, and ſay unto him, Thus faith the Loxp 
God of the Hebrews, Let my people 89, 
that they may ſerve me. 

For I will at this time ſend all my ben 
upon thine heart, and upon thy ſervants, and 
upon thy people: that thou mayeſt know, 
that there is none like me in all the earth. 

For now I will ſtretch-out my hand, that 
| may ſmite thee and thy people with peſti- 
lence ; and thou ſhalt be cut off from — 
earth. 

And in very deed for this cauſe have I 
raiſed thee up, for to ſhew in thee my power: 
and that my name may be declared N 
out all the earth. 

As yet exalteſt thou thyſelf againſt my 
people, that thou wilt not let them go? 

Behold, to-morrow about this time, I will 
cauſe it to rain a very grievous hail, ſuch as 
hath not been in Egypt, ſince the founda- 
tion thereof even until now. = 

Send therefore now, and gather thy cattle, 
and all that thou haſt in the field: for upon 
every man and' beaſt which ſhall be found in 
the field, and ſhall not be brought home, 

O 3 the 
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the hail ſhall come down upon them, and 
they ſhall die. 

He that feared the word of the Lox 
amongſt the ſervants of Pharaoh, made his 
ſervants and his cattle flee into the houſes, 

And he that regarded not the word of 
the Loxd, left his ſervants. and his cattle i 
the field. 

And the Loxp ſaid unto Moſes, Stretch 
forth thine hand toward heaven, that then 
may be hail in all the land of Egypt, upon 
man, ,and upon beaſt, and upon every herb 
of the field, throughout the land of Egypt. 

And Moſes ſtretched forth his rod toward 
heaven: and the Lorp ſent thunder and 
hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground; 
and the Lon rained hail upon the land ct 
Egypt. 

So there was hail, and fire mingled with 
the. hail, very grievous, ſuch as: there was 
none like it in all the land of Egypt, ſince i 
became a nation. 

And the hail ſmote throughout all the 
land of Egypt all that was in the field, boti 
man and beaſt: and the hail ſmote every 
herb of the field, and brake every tree of tht 


field. 


Only 


( 
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Only in the land of Goſhen, where the 
children of Iſrael were, was there no hail. 

And Pharaoh ſent; and called for Moſes 
and Aaron, and ſaid unto them, I have ſinned 
this time: the Loxp is righteous, and I and 
my people are wicked. 

Intreat the Lorp (for it is enough) that 
there be no more mighty thunderings and 
hail; and I wilt let you go, and ye ſhall ſtay 
no longer. 

And Moſes ſaid unto him, as ſoon as I 
am gone out of the city, I will ſpread abroad 
my hands unto the Loxp: and the thunder 
mall ceaſe, neither ſhall there be any more 
hail ; that thou mayeſt know, how that the 
earth is the Loxp's. 

But as for thee and thy ſervants, 1 know 
that ye will not yet fear the Lox D Gop. 

And the flax and the barley was ſmitten : 
for the barley was in the ear, and the flax 
was bolled, | 

But the wheat and the rye were not ſmit- 
ten: for they were not grown up. 

And Moſes went out of the city from 
Pharaoh, and ſpread abroad his hands unto 
he LoRD : and the thunders and haif ceaſed, 


and the rain was not poured upon the earth. 
O 4 And 
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And when Pharaoh ſaw that the rain, and 
the hail, and the thunders were ceaſed, he 
ſinned yet more and hardened his heart, he 
and his ſervants. 

And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, 
neither would he let the children of Iſrad 
go; as the Lord had ſpoken-by Moſes, 
And the Loxp ſaid unto Moſes, Go in 


unto Pharaoh: for I have hardened nij 
heart, and the heart of his ſervants ; that 
F might ſhew theſe my ſigns before him: 

And that thou mayeſt tell in the ears of 
thy ſon, and of thy ſon's ſon, what things | 
have wrought in Egypt, and my ſigns which 
I have done amongſt them: that ye map 
know, how that I am the Lox. 

And Moſes and Aaron came in unto 
Pharaoh, and ſaid unto him, Thus faith the 
Lon Gop of the Hebrews, How lang wilt 
thou refuſe. to humble rhyſelf before me! 
let my people go, that they may ſerve me. 

Elſe, if thou refuſe. to let my people go 
behold, to-morrow will I bring the locuſts 
into thy coaſts. - 

And they ſhall cover the face of the earth 
that one cannot be able to ſee the earth: 
and they ſhall eat the reſidue of that wic 


i 
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x eſcaped, which remaineth unto: you from 
the hail, and ſhall eat every tree which 
groweth for you out of the field. 

And they ſhall fill thy houſes, and the 
houſes of all thy ſervants, and the houſes of 
all the Egyptians; which neither thy fathers 
nor thy fathers fathers have feen ſince the 
day that they were upon the earth unto this 
day. And he turned himſelf, and went out 
from Pharaoh, 

And Pharaoh's ſervants ſaid unto him, 
How long ſhall this man be a ſnare unto 
us? let the men go, that they may ſerve 
the LoRD their Gop : knoweſt thou not yet 
that Egypt is deſtroyed ? 

And Moſes and Aaron were brought 
again unto Pharaoh: and he ſaid unto them, 
Go, ſerve the LoxD your Go: but who 
are they that ſhall go ? 

And Moſes ſaid, We will go with our 
young and with our old, with our ſons and 
with our daughters, with our flocks and with 
our herds will we go: for we muſt hold a 
feaſt unto the Logo. 

And he ſaid unto them, Let the Loxp 
be ſo with you, as I will let you go and your 
little ones: look to it : for evil is before you. 

O 5 Not 
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Not ſo: go now ye that are men, and 
ſerve the Lox D; for that you did deſire, 
And they were driven out from Pharaoh 
preſence... 

And the Lorp ſaid unto Moſes, Stretch 
out thine hand over the land of Egypt for 
the locuſts, that they may come up upon 
the land of Egypt, and eat every herb of the 
land, even all that the hail. hath left, 

And. Moſes ſtretched forth his rod over 
the land of Egypt, and the Lox. brought 
an eaſt-wind upon the land all that day and 
all that night: and when it was morning, 
the eaſt-wind brought the locuſts. 

And the locuſts, went up over all the land 
of Egypt, and reſted in all the coaſts: of 
Egypt: very: grievous. were they; before 
them there were no ſuch locuſts: as they, 
neither after them ſhall be ſuch, 

For they covered the face of the whole 
earth, ſo that the land was darkened; and 
they did eat every herb of the land, and al 
the fruit of the trees which the hail had left: 
and there remained not any green thing i 
the trees, or in the herbs of the field through 
all the land of Egypt. 

N Thea 
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Then Pharaoh called for Moſes and 
Aaron in haſte; and he ſaid, I have ſinned 
againſt the LoRD your Gov, and * 


ou. 
: Now therefore forgive, I pray thee, my 
ſin only this once, and intreat the Lorb 
your God, that he may take away from me 
this death only. 

And he went out from Pharaoh, and in- 
treated the Lokx D. 

And the Loxp turned a mighty ſtrong 
weſt-wind, which took away the locuſts, 
and caſt them into the Red Sea: there re- 
mained not one locuſt in all the coaſts of 
Egypt. 

But the Lord hardened: Pharaoh's heart, 
ſo that he would not let the children. of 
Iſrael go. L 

And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Stretch 
out thine hand toward heaven, that there 
may be darkneſs over the land of Egypt; ; 
even darkneſs which may be felt. 

And Moſes ſtretched forth his hand to-- 
ward heaven: and there was a thick dark- 
nels in all the land of Egypt three days. 

They faw not- one another, neither roſe- 
any from his place for three days: but all 

O 6 the 
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the children of Iſrael had light in their 
dwellings. 

And Pharaoh called unto „ Moſes, and ſaid, 
Go ye, ſerve the Lord : only let your flocks Wl h: 
and your herds be ſtayed, let your little Wl © 
ones alſo go with you. " 

And Moſes ſaid, Thou muſt give us alſo P 
ſacrifices, and burnt-offerings, that we may Wl + 
ſacrifice unto the LoxD our Gop ; a 

Our cattle alſo ſhall go with us ; there 
ſhall not an hoof. be left behind; for thereof ii © 
muſt we take to ſerve the Lord our Gop; 
and we know not with what we mult ſerve 
the LoxD, until we come thither. 

But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, 
and he would not let them go. 

And Pharaoh faid unto him, Get thee 
from me, take heed to thyſelf, ſee my face 
no more : for in that day thou ſeeſt my face, 
thou ſhalt die. - 

And Moſes ſaid, Thou haſt ſpoken well, 
I will ſce thy face again no more. 


ANN. 
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ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 


Had it not pleaſed Gop, in another ſenſe, to have 
hardened the hearts of Pharaoh and his impious ſubjects, 
they could not have endured ſuch a variety of judgments, 
for human nature muſt have ſunk under them; but it 
pleaſed Gop to preſerve theſe impious ſinners for an 
example to the reſt of the world, that when they heard 
the hiſtory of theſe wonderful events, they might fear 
and obey the Log D of ALL. 

Even the magicians, who were prieſts to the idols or 
devils that they worſhipped, were afflicted with boils, a 
ditemper which you may be ſure was of the moſt inve- 
terate kind; but neither they, nor their falſe gods, 
could ayert or remove the evil. 

The tremendous ſtorm of thunder and hail which 
muſt threaten even the very diſſolution of nature, was too 
powerful for Pharaoh to attempt reſiſting, and therefore 
he begged even with an appearance of repentance, that 
it would pleaſe Gop to cauſe it to ceaſe. Had he not 
before rendered himſelf totally unworthy of the favour 
of Gop, the divine grace might at this time have aſſiſt- 
| ed him, and have pointed out the way to everlaſting 
mercy ; but Satan, to whoſe baneful influence he had 
voluntarily ſubmitted, would not ſuffer any good pur- 
poſe to make a laſting impreſſion on his mind; and pro- 
bably ſuggeſted that Gov had ſpent the utmoſt efforts 
of his wrath, and exhauſted his vengeance. Pharaoh 
therefore recalled his promiſes, and again refuſed to let 
Iſrael depart. | 

The plague which enſued, though not ſo awful and 
tremendous, was nevertheleſs of the moſt alarming na- 
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ture, becauſe it threatened them with famine, for 
locuſts are a kind of large fly, in the form of a prak. 
hopper; they are great devourers, and happily for u 
. are ſeldom ſent, though ſometimes they come and. de. 


ſtroy vegetables in a dreadful manner, and are then 


conſidered as a judgment from Gop to awaken the 
inhabitants of the place they viſit, to a ſenſe of their 
ſins. Without doubt they were particularly diſtreſſing 
to the Egyptians, becauſe their corn was already deſtroy. 
ed, and their cattle killed, the milk of which they 
uſed, though their idolatry forbad them to eat their 
fleſh.; ſo that they had no ſuſtenance left, but the herbe 
of the field : what agonies of mind muſt they then en- 
dure, when they ſaw theſe deſtructive creatures feeding 
on all the herbage ? 

This plague was ſo ſevere, as to extort a confeſſion of 
fin from the hard heart of Pharaoh ; but his repentance 
ceaſed with his puniſhment, and he repeated his impions 
offence, which brought down upon him the moſt dread. 
ful of all the plagues, fo thick a darkneſs, that no one 
could riſe from his place. in three days. What mul 
they have ſuffered during this interval? ſtarving with 
hunger, filled with. fearful apprehenſions, driven to 
deſpair l. Not a dawn of hope to afford them conſola- 
tion, and uncertain. but that they. ſhould be conſigned 
to immediate deſtruction! Darkneſs muſt be a mol 
awful ſituation to the wicked; but good perſons have 
no need to dread it, becauſe nothing but the anger of 
Gop can make it more dangerous than light; and 
therefore we need only ſtudy to ſecure the favour d 
Gov, and-we may aſſure ourſelves of his protection 
and poſſeſſed of that, it is a weakneſs to be under an) 

apprehenſious 
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2pprehenſions on account of the accidental deprivation 
of light. We can ſee nothing without the help of light, 
and therefore whatever fancies ſuperſtitious people may 
have in reſpect to ſpirits in the dark, they muſt be mere 
imaginary phantoms, like dreams, and not realities ; 
fince were there ſpirits, we could not fee:them for want 
of light. | 

Surely the Iſraelites muſt have been animated with 
the moſt enlivening hopes, at being ſo graciouſly diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the ALmiGaTrY ; and fully convinced 
that the gods (as they were called) of the heathens, 
were as nothing in his fight. They might have taken 
the opportunity of departing during the Egyptian dark- 
neſs, but the Lox D would. not permit them to ſteal 
away, as he intended to deliver them from bondage in 
a triumphant manner. 

Pharaoh, you find, grew more and more wicked, 
which is always the caſe when people forſake Gop : 
they know not where to. ſtop, for Satan hurries them 
on to their deſtruction. It is therefore neceſſary that 
we ſhould keep a ftrit watch over ourſelves, and repent. 
daily, leſt we advance too far in fin to be able to, 
retreats 
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ND the Loxp ſaid unto Moſes, Yet 
will I bring one plague more upon 
Pharaoh and upon Egypt; afterwards' he 
will let you go hence: when he ſhall let 
you go, he ſhall ſurely thruſt you out hence 
altogether, 

Speak now in the ears of the people, and 
let every man borrow of his neighbour, 
and every woman of her neighbour, jewels 
of ſilver and jewels of gold. 

And the Lord gave the people favour; in 
the ſight of the Egyptians. Moreover, the 
man Moſes was very great in the land of 
Egypt, in the ſight of Pharaoh's ſervants, 
and in the ſight of the people. 

And Moſes ſaid, Thus faith the Lox, 
About midnight will I go out into the midi 
of Egypt. 


And 
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And all the firſt-born in the land of Egypt 
ſhall die, from the firſt-born of Pharaoh 
that ſitteth upon his throne, even unto the 
firſt-born of the maid-ſervant, that is be- 
hind the mill; and all the firſt-born of 
beaſts, | | 
And there ſhall be a great cry, ee 
all the land of Egypt, ſuch as there was 
gane like it, nor ſhall be like it any more. 

But againſt any of the children df Iſrael 
wall not a dog mave his tongue, [againſt 
man or beaſt ; that ye may know;: how-that 
the Lox D doth put a difference 3 che 
Egyptians and Iſrael. 

And all theſe thy ſervants ſhall come 
down unto me, and bow down themſelves 
unto me, ſaying, Get thee out, and all the 
people that follow thee; and after” that I 
will go out. And he went out nous * 
raoh in a great anger. 

And the Lozp ſaid unto Moſes, Pharach 
ſhall not hearken Unto you: that my-wons 
ders may be multiplied in the land of 
Egypt, 

And Moſes and Aaron did all theſe won- 
ders before Pharaoh: and the Lord hard- 
ened Pharaoh's heart, ſo that he would 


not 
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not let the children of Iſrael go out of his 
land. | 

And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes and 
Aaron in the land of Egypt, ſaying, 

This month ſhall be unto you the begin- 
ning of months: it ſhall be the firſt month 
of the year to you. 

Speak ye unto all the congregation of 
Iſrael, ſaying, In the tenth day of this month 
they ſhall take to them every man a lamb, 
according to the houſe of their fathers, 2 et 
lamb for an houſe, j 1 
And if the houſhold be too neue for the 
lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto Wi E 
his houſe take it, according to the number Ml © 
of the ſouls ; every man, according to his Will * 
eating, ſhall make-your count for the lamb, 
Lour lamb ſhall be without blemiſh, « ll * 
male of the firſt year: ye ſhall take it out 
from the ſheep, or from the goats. . 
And ye ſhall keep it up until the four- Wi © 
teenth day of the fame month; and the whole 
aſſembly of the congregation of Iſrael ſhall 
kill it in the evening. 

And they ſhall take of the blood, and 
ſtrike it on the two fide poſts, and on. the 


upper 
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vpper door-poſt of the houſes wherein they 
ſhall eat it. | 

And they ſhall eat the fleſh in that night, 
roaſt with fire; and unleavened bread, and 
with bitter herbs they ſhall eat it. * 

Eat not of it raw, nor ſodden at all with 
water, but roaſt with fire; his head with his 
legs, and with the purtenance thereof. 

And ye ſhall let nothing of it remain 
until the morning: and that which remain 
eth of it until the . n n 
with fire. 

And thus ſhall ye eat it; with your es 
girded, your ſhoes on your feet, and your 
ſtaff in your hand: and ye ſhall: eat it in 
haſte; it is the Loxb's paſſover 

For I will pafs noogirebs kind ef Pater 
this night, and will fmite all the firſt-born 
in the land of Egypt, both man and beaſt : 
and againſt all the gods of Egypt 1 will exe 
cute judgment; I am the Lonp. | 

And the blood ſhall be to you for a e 
upon the houſes where you are: and when I 
ſee the blood, I will paſs over you, and the 
plague ſhall not be upon you to deſtroy you, 
when I {mite the land of Egypt. 


And 
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And this day ſhall be unto you for a me. 
morial; and ye ſhall keep it a feaſt to the 
Lord throughout your generations; ye ſhall 
keep it a feaſt by an ordinance for ever. 

For the Loxp will paſs through to ſmite 
the Egyptians: and hen he ſeeth the blood 
upon the lintel, and on the two ſide-poſts, 
the Loxp will paſs over the door, and vil 
not ſuſſer the deſtroyer to come in unto your 
houſes to ſmite you. 

And ye ſhall obſerve this * for an or. 
dinance to thee, and to thy ſons for ever. 

And it ſhall come to paſs, when ye be 
come to the land which the Lon p will give 
you, according as IRE 1 
ſhall keep thus ſervice. 

And it ſhall come to paſs en your . 
dren ſhall ſay unto you, What mean ye by 
this ſervice ? 

That ye ſhall ſay, It is the ſacrifice of the 
Lord's paſſover, who paſſed over the houſes 
of the children of Iſrael in Egypt, when he 
ſmote the Egyptians, and delivered our 
houſes. And the people bowed the head 
and worſhipped. 

And the children of Iſrael went away, 
and did as the Loxo had commanded Moles 
and Aaron, ſo did they. And 
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And it came to paſs that at mid-night 


+ the Loxb ſmote all the firſt-born in the 
und of Egypt, from the firſt-born of Pha- 

nach that ſat on his throne, unto the firſt- 
te WT born of the captive that was in the dungeon; 
and all the firſt-born of cattle. 


And Pharaoh roſe up in the night, he 
and all his ſervants, and all the Egyptians ; 
and there was a great cry in Egypt; for 
there was not a houſe where there was not 
one dead, 

And he called for Moſes and Aaron by 
night, and ſaid, Riſe up, and get ye forth 
from amongſt my people, both ye and the 
children of Iſrael ; and go, ſerve the Lord, 
as ye have ſaid. 

Alſo take your flocks, and your herds, 
as ye have ſaid, and be gone; and bleſs me 
alſo. 

And the Egyptians were urgent upon the 
people that they might ſend them out of the 
land in haſte : for they ſaid, We be all dead 
men. 

And the people took their dough before 
it was leavened, their kneading-troughs be- 
ing bound up in their clothes upon: their 
ſhoulders, 


And 
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And the children of Iſrael did according 
to the word of Moſes ; and they borrowe 
of the Egyptians jewels of ſilver and jeyel 
of gold, and raiment. 

And the Loxp gave the people favour in 
the ſight of the Egyptians, fo that they lent 


unto them ſuch things as they required: aud 


they ſpoiled the Egyptians. 

And the children of Iſrael journeyed from 
Rameſes to Succoth, about ſix hundred 
thouſand on foot that were men, beſide 
children, | 

And a mixed multitude went up alſo with 

them; and flocks, and herds, even very 
much cattle. 
And they baked unleavened cakes of the 
dough which they brought forth out 0 
Egypt, for it was not leavened: becauſe 
they were thruſt out of Egypt, and could 
not tarry, neither had they prepared for 
themſelves any victual, 

Now the ſojourning of the children d 
Iſrael, who dwelt in Egypt, was four hut 
dred and thirty years. | 

And it came to paſs, at the end of tht 
four hundred and thirty years, even the 
ſelf-ſame day it came to paſs, that all tix 
Tow hoſts 
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ug hoſts of the Loxp went out from the land 
e of Egypt. 

It is a night to be much obſerved unto 
the Lok D, for bringing them out from the 
land of Egypt: this is that night of the 
Lox, to be obſerved of all the children of 
Iſrael in their generations. 

And the Lonp ſpake unto Moſes, ſay- 
ng, 

Sanctify unto me all the firſt-born among 
the children of Iſrael, both of man and of 
W beaſt; it is mine. 

And Moſes ſaid unto the people, Re- 
member this day in which ye came out 
from Egypt, out of the houſe of bondage ; 
for by ſtrength of hand the Loxp brought 
you out from this place: there ſhall no lea- 
vened bread be eaten. | 

This day came ye out, in the month 
Abib. 

And it ſhall be when the Lorp ſhall 
bring thee into the land of the Canagnites, 
and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and 
the Hivites, and the Jebuſites, which he 
ſware unto thy fathers to give thee, a land 
flowing with milk and honey, that thou 
ſhalt Keep this ſervice in this month. 

4 Seven 
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Seven days ſhalt thou eat vnleavene 

bread, and in the ſeventh day ſhall be | 
feaſt to the Loxvy. 
- Unleavened bread ſhall be eaten ſeven 
days: and there ſhall no leavened bread he 
ſeen with thee, neither ſhall there be leave 
ſeen with thee in all thy quarters. 

And thou ſhalt ſhew thy ſon in that day, 


ſaying, This is done becauſe of that which 


the Loxp did unto me, when I came forth 


out of Egypt. 


And it ſhall be when thy ſon aſketh thee 
in time to come, ſaying, What is this? that 
thou ſhalt fay unto him, By ſtrength of 
hand the Loxp brought us out from Egypt, 
from the houſe of bondage. 

And it came to paſs when Pharaoh would 
hardly let us go, that the Loxp flew all the 
firſt-born in the land of Egypt, both the 
firſt-born of man and the firſt-born of beaſts; 
therefore I ſacrifice to the Lord all the 
firſt-born, being males, but all the firſt-bom 


of my children I redeem. 
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ANNOTATIONS Ax DO REFLECTIONS. 


In the laſt ſection you read, that Pharaoh in great 


en WE wrath, commanded Moſes to depart inſtantly, or he 
be WW would put him to death; upon which Moſes declared, 


that Pharaoh ſhould ſee his face no more; however, 
before he left his preſence, he informed him of the 
dreadful judgment which was yet reſerved for him and 
his people ; but nothing could move his impious heart 
to true repentance, and Moſes never ſought admittance 
to him again, but deſired the people to procure all they 
could from the Egyptians before their departure. 

At firſt ſight this appears a diſhonourable act, becauſe 
it is as bad as robbery to borrow what we never intend 
to return; but you muſt conſider, that the Iſraelites had 
been treated in a very unjuſt and cruel manner by the 
Egyptians, who had defrauded them, by obliging them 
to labour without receiving any wages for their work ; - 
that a number of their children had alſo been put to 
death, and in all probability many perſons had loſt their 
lives in conſequence of the ſeverities Which had been 
exerciſed on them; ſo that I think the Iſraelites had an 
undoubted right to ſpoil the Egyptians, if opportunity 
offered, as much as any nation has to take the poſſeſſions 
f thoſe with whom they are in a ſtate of war, eſpeci- 
ly as they did it by the expreſs command of Gop z 
for all things in this world are properly his, as he cre- 
ed, governs, and ſuſtains the univerſe, therefore may 
ultly take from one, and give to another, as his infinite 
þ1{dom ſees proper. Egypt and her proud king had 
Jorieited all pretenſion to Gov's bounty, by an open 
Vor. 1, P defiance 
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defiance of his power; we therefore cannot wonder thu e 
he ſhould deprive them of the bleſſings they were ſo ut. Wi © 
terly unworthy of. : h 
Of all the judgments that had yet been inflifted m u 
the Egyptians, the death of their firſt-born was certainy WAN 4: 
the moſt ſevere, and muſt ſtrike them with hots WW i: 
and confuſion beyond imagination. It was announced n 
with great ſolemnity to the Iſraelites, and they ven Wi i! 
ordered to kill a lamb, as you have read. Y 
With what devout expeRation muſt they prepare fir WW « 
this awful event, in which the providence of Gov n 
to be ſo particularly ſhewn, by the preſervation d Wi i} 
themſelves, and the deſtruction of their enemies. It» r 
impoſſible to conceive what paſſed in their minds C 
this affecting occaſion, or the diſtreſs which there mul in 
have been in the land of Egypt, when the Los: 
deftroyed their firſt-born. Even Pharaoh was intin te 
dated, and was eager to call for Moſes and Aaron, u e 
pray for him, and avert the judgment, notwithſtanding WW k. 
he had forbad them his preſence ; for he found that i 
was in vain to perſiſt, and therefore he was now in- d 
patient to ſend the Iſraelites away; who without doult BW 
ſeized with joy the deſirable opportunity of eſcaping 6 
from ſuch barbarous oppreſſors, eſpecially under ti: n 
guidance and protection of the AL MIORHT himſelf, fc 
It certainly was very neceſſary to preſerve the remen- tc 


| brance of ſuch a wonderful deliverance ; for that reaſa in 
Gov inſtituted the paſſover, a feaſt which was to E 2 
celebrated annually at that ſeaſon, which was about t 


middle of March; and from which, for the future, the) 


were to begin to date their year, inſtead of the mids 
d 
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hat of September, which had hitherto been the firſt month. 
Goo likewiſe required, that as an acknowledgment of 
his infinite mercy in preſerving their children and cat- 
le, the firſt-born ſhould be dedicated to him; that is to 
lay, the firſt-born of beaſts ſhould be killed, and offered 
in ſacriſice; for as the Lox o would not require or per- 
mit them to ſlay their children, they were to redeem 
their firſt-born ſons by offering animals in their ſtead. 
You read that they were commanded ſolemnly to ob- 
ſerve this inſtitution, and to inſtru their children in 
the meaning of it, which they continued to do; nay, 
the ceremony is ſtill retained amongſt the Jews that 
remain in the world, but it was aboliſhed by Jesvs 
Custsr, as I ſhall explain to you when I inſtru you 
in the Chriſtian diſpenſation. 

The feaſt of the paſſover was an inconteſtible ei 
to ſucceeding generations, that ſuch an event as the 
deliverance of Iſrael had happened, becauſe it muſt 
have been ordained in the life-time of thoſe who had 
eſcaped from the Egyptian bondage ; for however their 
deſcendants might have liſtened to fabulous tales, they 
never could have believed that they themſelves had, 
from their very infancy, obſerved a ceremony in com- 
memoration of a thing, of which they had never be- 
fore heard; nor would Moſes have been ſo fooliſh as 
to attempt to introduce this rite in remembrance of 
imaginary tranſactions, and to appeal to the knowledge 
and experience of fix hundred thouſand men, each of 
whom could have proved him an impoſtor ; we may 
therefore ſafely give credit to his hiſtory : beſides, as I 
told you, the rite is not yet totally laid aſide, for it is 
F preſerved to this day amongſt the Jews, who are the 

* undoubted 


=_ 0 0 Ws YF” 


310 PASSOVER INSTITUT ED. 


undoubted deſcendants of the houſe of Jacob. 80 you 
ſee, my dear, that we have the utmoſt reaſon to 
believe, that Moſes was a faithful hiſtorian, and 
ſhould pay great attention to his writings ; for ſup. 
poſing that he had tranſmitted an account of a m. 
tion with whom we had no connection, yet, if his 
work abounded with exemplary hiſtories, replete with 
inſtruction, and communicating rules of life appl. 
cable to all mankind, it certainly would have deſerve 
a ſerious peruſal; but ſhould we diſcover, that it 
brought to view the very beginning of things, deſcribe 
the original of human-kind, and God's gracious re 
velation of himſelf, ought it not to excite our ardent 
curiofity to acquaint ourſelves with ſuch important par. 
ticulars, in which every one of us is ſo greatly in- 
tereſted ? 5 

As I think it will be ſatisfatory to you, to know i 
what manner the Jews of our times commemorate the 
paſſover, or feaſt of unleavened bread, I will infor 


tory of all religions. 

« 'The feaſt of the paſſover is obſerved with mar 
© ſolemnity than any of the others. On the ſabbath 
« day previous to the paſſover, the Jews have a {er 
«© mon preached in their ſynagogue on the paſchal lamb; 
« and two days afterwards, all their furniture muſt be 
© waſhed clean; they ſearch their houſes that no lex 
« yened bread may be found, and are extremely ſerv 
«© pulous in making up the unleavened bread, Mot 
% commonly, the maſter of the houſe makes it; and 
* if any of it falls to the ground, the dogs and cat 


are not ſuffered to eat it. It muſt be kneaded nz 
6 « plac 


ce 


vou how I find it deſcribed in a book containing a h. 
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place where the ſun does not. ſhine, and the cake 
« which uſed formerly to be given to the prieſts, 1s 
« burned to aſhes. 

« 'They are obliged to ſit down at table like perſons 
„in haſte to begin a journey, in memory of their 
« departure from Egypt. The maſter of the family 
« fits down with his children and domeſticks, when 
« ſome cakes and part of a lamb are ſet before them ; 
« they are then ſerved with a compoſition of fruits, 
in a pye made in the form of a brick, in remem- 
« hrance of the bricks made by their anceſtors in 
« Egypt. They afterwards eat bitter herbs, in re- 
« membrance of the bitterneſs of Egyptian bondage; 
« and the ſhoulder of a lamb being held up in a dith, 
« the maſter of the houſe repeats the following words : 
% Behold the bread of ſorrow and oppreſſion, which 
% eur forefathers did once eat in Egypt, let him that 
“it hungry draw near and eat, this is the ſacrifice of 
« the paſchal lamb. This ceremony being over, a 
e hymn is ſung by all the company preſent ; and when 
they come to that part mentioning the ten plagues 
of Egypt, they pour a little wine on the ground, 
*« wiſhing that thoſe plagues may be far removed from 
* them : then they drink off the wine and finiſh the 
* hymn. The maſter of the houſe then waſhes his 
hands in clean water, and breaking one of the 
** cakes, preſents a part of it to each of the gueſts ; 
this being done, they begin to eat the lamb, and 


* what is left muſt be burnt; and the ceremony con- 
* cludes with a glaſs of wine.“ 


In this account of the method in which the modern 
Jews celebrate the paſſover, you may obſerve a great 


29 | reſem- 
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reſemblance of the original inſtitution ; and when 500 
ſhall be informed in what a wonderful manner the 
Jews, who were formerly a large united body of peo. 
ple, have been diſperſed, and what obſtructions their 
religion hath met with, you will be aſtoniſhed, ty 
think they have preſerved ſo many of their ceremonies; 
but J will no longer detain you, becauſe it is * 
to recal your attention to the Bible. 


FI 
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ND it came to paſs, when Pharaoh 
had let the people go, that Gon led 
them not through the way of the land of the 
Philiſtines, although that was near; far Goo 
ſaid, Leſt peradventure the people repent 
when they ſee war, and they return to Egypt. 
But Gop led the people about, through 
the way of the wilderneſs of the Red Sea. 
And the children of Iſrael went up harneſſed 


out of the land of Egypt. 


And Moſes took the bones of Joſeph with 
him: for he had ſtraitly ſworn the children 
of Iſrael, ſaying, God will ſurely viſit you; 
and ye ſhall carry up my bones "ny hence 
with you. 

And they took their journey from Suc- 
coth, and encamped in Etham, in the edge 
of the wilderneſs. 

P 4. And 
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And the Loxp vent before them by day 
in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; 
and by night in a pillar of fire, to give then 
light: to go by day and night. 

He took not away the pillar of the cloud 
by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from 
before the people. 

And the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, 

Speak unto the children of Iſrael, that they 
turn and encarap before Pi-hahiroth, between 
Migdol and the ſea, over againſt Baal-ze- 
phon: before it ſhall ye encamp by the ſea, 

For Pharaoh will ſay of the children of 
Iſrael, They are intangled in the land, the 
wilderneſs hath ſhut them in. 

And J will harden Pharaoh's heart, that 
he ſhall follow after them: and I will be 
honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his 
hoſt; that the Egyptians may know, that! 
am the Loxp. And they did ſo. 

And it was told the king of Egypt that 
the people fled : and the heart of Pharaoh 
and of his ſervants was turned againſt the 
people, and they ſaid, Why have we done 
this, that we have let Iſrael go from ſerving 
us? 


And 
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diy And he made ready his chariot, and took 
2; his people with him. 
nm And he took fix hundred choſen chariots, 


and all the chariots of Egypt, and captains 
ul Wi over every one of them. 
_ And the Lorp hardened the heart of 

Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he purſued after 
85 the children of Iſrael: and the children of 
7 Israel went out with an high hand. 
2 But the Egyptians purſued after them, (all 
che horſes and chariots of Pharaoh, and his 
horſemen, and his army) and overtook them 
encamping by the ſea, beſide Pi-hahiroth, 
before Baal-zephon. 

And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the chik- 
dren of Ifrael lifted up their eyes, and behold, 
the Egyptians marched after them; and they 
were ſore afraid; and the children of Iſrael 
cried out unto the Lon. 

And they ſaid unto Moſes, Becauſe there 
were no graves in Egypt, haft thou taken 
us away to die in the wilderneſs? wherefore 
haſt thou dealt thus with us, to carry us 
forth out of Egypt ? | | 

Is not this the word that we did tell thee i in 
Egypt, ſaying, Let us alone, that we may | 
ſerve the Egyptians ? for it had been better 
Fic | for 
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for us to ſerve the Egyptians than that ve 
ſhould die in the wilderneſs. 

And Moſes faid unto the people, Fear ye 
not, ſtand ſtill, and ſee the ſalvation of the 
LoRD, which he will ſhew to you to-day; 
for the Egyptians whom ye have ſeen to-day, 
ye ſhall ſee them again no more for ever, 

The Lord ſhall fight for you, and ye ſhall 
hold your peace. 

And the Loxp ſaid unto Moſes, Where. 
fore crieſt thou unto me? ſpeak unto the 
children of Iſrael, that they go forward. 

But lift thou up thy rod, and ſtretch out 
thine hand over the ſea, and divide it: and 
the children of Iſrael ſhall go on dry ground 
through the midſt of the ſea. 

And J, behold, I will harden the hearts of 
the Egyptians,. and they ſhall follow them: 
and I will get me honour upon Pharaoh, and 
upon all his hoſt, upon his chariots, and 
vpon his horſemen. 

And the Egyptians ſhall know that I am 
the Loxp, when I have gotten me honour 
upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon 
his horſemen, 

And the angel of Gop, which went before 


the camp of Iſrael, removed and went behind 
them; 
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we chem: and the pillar of the cloud went from 
before their face, and ſtood behind them. 

ye And it came between the camp of the 

the Egyptians, and the camp of Iſrael; and it 

* was 2 cloud and darkneſs to them, but it 

„gave light by night to theſe; fo that the one 

came not near the other all the night. 

And Moſes ſtretched out his hand over” 
the ſea: and the Loxp cauſed the ſea to go 
back by a ſtrong eaſt-wind all that night, 
and made the fea dry land, and the waters 
were divided. 

And the children of Iſrael went into the 
midſt of the ſea upon the dry ground: and 
the waters were a wall unto them on their 
right hand and on their left. 

And the Egyptians purſued, and went im 
after them to the midſt of the ſea, even all 
Pharaoh's harſes, his chariots, and his horſe- 
men. 

And it came to paſs that in the morning 
watch the Loxp looked unto the hoſt of the 
Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of 
the cloud, and. troubled the hoſt of the E- 
gyptians, 

And took off their 3 that 
they drave them heavily : ſo that the Egyp- 
P 6. tians 
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tians ſaid, Let us flee from the face of Iſrael: 
tor the Loxp fighteth for them againſt the 
Egyptians. 

And the Lorp ſaid unto Moſes, Stretch 
out thine hand over the ſea, that the waters 
may come again upon the Egyptians, upon 
their chariots, and upon their horſemen. 

And Moſes ſtretched forth his hand over 
the ſea; and the ſea returned to his ſtrength 
when the morning appeared : and the Egyp- 
tians fled againſt it: and the Lok over- 
_ threw the Egyptians in the midſt of the ſea. 

And the waters returned and covered the 
chariots, and the horſemen, and all the hoſt of 
Pharaoh that came into the ſea after them: 
there remained not ſo much as one of them. 

But the children of Iſrael walked upon 
dry land in the midſt of the ſea: and the 
waters were a wall unto them on their right 
hand and on their left. 

Thus the Lox ſaved Iſrael that day out 
of the hand of the Egyptians : and Iſrael ſaw 
the Egyptians dead upon the ſea- ſhore. 

And Iſrael ſaw that great work which the 
Lord did upon the Egyptians: and the peo- 
ple feared the Lox, and believed the —_ 
_ his ſervant Moſes, 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


Has it not afforded you a high degree of ſatisfaction, 
my dear, to find that the Iſraelites were ſo happily de- 
livered from the hands of their enemies? 

Had they been left to follow the dictates of their own 
minds, in all probability they would have taken the 
neareſt way to the land of Canaan ; but the Iſraelites 
were very unfit for war, as they were eaſily intimidated, 
having had their ſpirits kept in ſubjection by ſevere 
bondage ; and were therefore utterly unqualified to 
encounter ſuch formidable enemies as the Philiſtines, 
who would naturally oppoſe the paſſage of ſuch a nume- 
rous body of men through their land. Beſides, you will 
find, that the Iſraelites were apt to murmur and repine 
at every diſappointment, and it is likely would have 
revolted, and joined themſelves to other nations, if they 
had perceived a proſpect of preſent advantage, It cer- 
tainly was the gracious intention of Gop, not only to 
bleſs them, but to render them deſerving of his bleſſing, 
by teaching them how they might pay him acceptable 
ſervice: and for this purpoſe alſo he led them about 
through the wilderneſs, that in ſuch a retirement they 
might without interruption receive and learn thoſe laws 
his wiſdom ſhould ordain for them; and by degrees, be 
entirely weaned from idolatrous practices ſo abomi- 
nable in his ſight ; which there is reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
many of them were addicted to, and would moſt likely 
have retained in the promiſed land. 

Now my dear, I would have you recollect, that the 
ALMIGHTY had choſen the Iſraelites as a peculiar peo- 

ple, 
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ple. According to his promiſe to Abraham, Iſaze, and 
Jacob, they were to become @ great nation, and the 
SAVIOUR of the world was to be born amongſt them 
therefare it was particularly neceſlary, that they ſhould 
keep from worſhipping falſe gods; and in order to en- 
courage them to continue ſtedfaſt to the true Gov, (the 
Creator and Governor of the univerſe) he vouchſafed to 
be their KI NO, gave them laws, appainted their mode of 
worſhip, directed them what nations they ſhould make 
war with, and how juſtice ſhould be 2dminiſtered among 
themſelves. Although he was truly the Gop of all the 
world, yet he would be called the Gon of Iſtael, he- 
cauſe amongſt them would he ſhew his wonderful 
works: and in order to encourage them to ſubmit to 
his diſpenſation, he favoured them with a viſible prodf 
of his DIVIX E PRESENCE, by the appearance of a cloud 
in the farm of a pillar, which gave them light by night, 
and ſerved as a guide to direct their marches in theday- 
time. Had not Gop in this manner capdeſcendey w 
the 4nfirmities of their nature, they wauld ſcarcely hau 
had courage to leave Etham, and follow Moſes; iy 
they were ordered to encamp in a place which was ſe 
ſituated, as to furniſh. no means of eſcape from utter 
deſtruction, but by the particular providence of their 
heavenly Leader. On one fide of them a range df 
eraggy rocks, on the other (as is ſappaſed) forts and 
garriſons of the Egyptians ; before them the ſea, be 
hind them the hoſts of their enemies, at whole apper- 
ance, in all probability, they had been uſed to tremble; 
who had humbled their very ſouls by their barbaroys 
treatment, and whoſe commands it was death to diſpute: 
they were ſtrangers to the arts of war, yaſkulled 40 * 


— = 


1 A. as ] ↄ˙Ü. A% BB ao ano it iz  , 0 = =. 


* A 


DELIVERED FROM THE EGYPTIANS. 321 


the frord, to draw the bow, or throw the ſpear and 
ance ; nor could they climb the lofty rocks, and hide 
themſelves from the impending dangers; neither were 
they furniſhed with veſſels, to carry them acroſs the ſen 
in ſearch of a place of refuge or retreat. This was their 
ftuation when Pharaoh (recovered a little from the con- 
ternation and fear which the laſt plague had raiſed in 
his impious mind) reſigned himſelf again to malice, 
hatred, and every tumultuous paſſion, repenting that 
he had let Iſrael go. He therefore aſſembled his people 
and called aloud, commanding them to arm themdelves 
with the dreadful weapons of war, harneſs their proud 
ſeeds to the ſtately chariots, and with impetuous haſte 
purſue the footſteps of thoſe defenceleſs wretches, con- 


dent of ſucceſs from ſuperiar force. But what is man 


when he exalteth himſelf againſt Gop ? What is an hoſt 
of men, when oppoſed to the Az macury + Pharaoh 
having ſo far ſucceeded as to ovartake the affrighted 
Iſraelites, without doubt his heart exulted, and he pre- 
pared to lift up his hand to compleat his fatal purpoſe ; 
and here muſt have been an end of God's people, but 
that the Lok p, faithful and true, ever mindful of his 
covenant, wrought that wonderful miracle of dividing 

the Red Sea! 
At firſt fight of the Egyptians it ſeems, that the Iſra- 
elites addrefled themſelves to God in prayer; but not 
meeting with immediate deliverance, their fears became 
too powerful for their religion, and they began to mur- 
mur and repine againſt Moſes. It certainly was very 
ſinful to throw afide their faith and confidence in Gon, 
after the inſtances of his power and goodneſs which 
they had ſo recently beheld ; but the Loxp had com- 
5 Paſſion 


| 


4 = - =P 
— —— — — — - _ NR as 
_ — — 


11 
[ 9 
1 
4 
W 
, 
k 
= 
7 
* 
Y 
l 
"= | 
0 
\ 
$5 
# 
: 
1 
1 l 
0 
=_ 47 
* T 
q 
1 
[| 
* 
1 
be 
Ul 
1 
1 
ks 
* 
5 
* 
ö 
" 
7 


— 
— 
— 


222 — 


— — — 
* — — ths — 


— 


—— = 


322 EGYPTIANS DROWNED. 


paſſion on them, and commanded Moſes to comfort and 
encourage them: the Ax EL of God (or the cloud which 
ſerved as a token of the PxESENCE of Gop) went fron 
before their face, and ſtood behind them. But you 
have juſt read the wonderful ftory ; therefore I ſhall 
only remark, that this aſtoniſhing ſeries of events vil 
furniſh us with the moſt uſeful inſtructions, if we medi. 
tate on them with ſerious attention. 

We learn from this hiſtory, that Gop is undoubtedly 
the Loxp and Governor of all things; for every part 
nature is ſubſervient to his aLMicaTy will, and he can 
alter and diſpoſe them according to his pleaſure. The 
light and darkneſs, fire and water, wind, hail, thunder, 
inſects, reptiles, all obey his word, and ſerve either to 
contribute to the beauty, harmony, and uſefulneſs of 
the world, or to puniſh the wickedneſs of mankind, for 
whoſe benefit they were kindly deſigned. We- ſhould 
therefore be thankful to Gopy, and never make an im- 
proper uſe of his gifts, leſt he cauſe them to become 
curſes unto us. 

We may alſo underſtand, how diſpleaſing i in the ſight 
of Gop are pride and impiety ; and ſhould therefore 
carefully guard our minds againſt the temptations of 
Satan, by entertaining an humble opinion of ourſelves, 
and reverence for Gov, that he may aſſiſt us with his 
Hor y Sex1R1T, and keep us from hardneſs of heart. 
The relation of theſe wonderful tranſactions alſo teach 
us, how ſafely we may rely on the promiſes of Gov, 
for you find that he faithfully fulfilled them to the 
Iſraelites. 

We may likewiſe learn never to deſpair, for there 1 
no ſituation, however diſtreſſing and helpleſs it may 

appear, 
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appear, but Gop is able to deliver us from it. We 
mutt not indeed expect him to perform miracles in our 
favour, by changing the courſe of nature, becauſe mi- 
racles have ceaſed ſince the eſtabliſhment of Chriſti- 
ani:y; though if we read the hiſtory of different nations, 
and — what paſſes in the world around us, we may 
ind that his providence frequently interpoſes in a won- 
derful manner, to relieve the diſtreſſes, and ſoften the 
zAictions of thoſe who truſt in him. We ſhould there. - 
fore pray to him for protection, uſe the means he has 
furniſhed us with for our ſupport, and when danger 
threatens, or misfortunes befal us, we ſhould then ſub- 
mit to his diſpenſations with patient reſignation, and 
humble hope of deliverance, by his infinite mercy and 
goodneſs, 
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THE SONG OF MOSES. 


Ifrael this ſong unto the Loxo, and 
ſpake, ſaying, I will fing unto the Lozo: 
for he hath triumphed glariouſly ; the 
horſe and his rider hath he thrown. into the 
ſea. | 
The Loxp is my ſtrength and ſong, and 
he is become my ſalvation : he is my Gov, 
and I will prepare him an habitation; my 
father's Gop,. and I will exalt him. 

The Lord is a man of war: the Lon is 
his name. | 

Pharaoh's chariots and his hoſt hath he 
caſt into the fea: his choſen captains allo 
are drowned-in the Red Sea. 

The depths have covered them, they {ank 
into the bottom as a ſtone. 
Thy right-hand O Lon, is become 
glorious in power: thy right-hand, Q Lon, 
hath daſhed in pieces the enemy, 


And 


HEN ſang Moſes and the children of 


{ 


SONG OF MOSES. 325 


And in the greatneſs of thine excellency 
thou haſt overthrown them that roſe up 
againſt thee : thou ſenteſt forth thy wrath, 
which conſumed them as ſtubble. | 

And with the blaſt of thy noſtrils the 
waters were gathered together : the floods 
ſtood upright as an heap, and the depths 
were congealed in the heart of the ſea, 

The enemy faid, I will purſue, I will 
overtake, I will divide the ſpoil; my luſt 
ſhall be ſatisfied upon them: I will draw my 
ſword, my hand ſhall deſtroy them. 

Thou didſt blow with thy wind, the ſea 
covered them: they ſank as lead in the 
mighty waters. 

Who is like unto thee, O Loxo, amongſt 
the gods? who is like thee, glorious in 
holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing wonders ! 

Thou ſtretchedſt out thy right-hand, the 
earth ſwallowed them. 

Thou in thy mercy haſt led forth the 
people which thou haſt redeemed : thou haſt 
guided them in thy ſtrength unto thy holy 
habitation. 

The people ſhall hear, and be afraid; 
lorrow ſhall take hold of the inhabitants of 
Paleſtina. | 

Then 
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Then the dukes of Edom ſhall be amazed: 
the mighty men of Moab, trembling ſhall 
take hold upon them : all the inhabitants of 
Canaan ſhall melt away. 


Fear and dread ſhall fall upon them: 
by the greatneſs of thine arm they ſhall be 
as ſtill as a ſtone : till thy people paſs over, 
O Lox, till the people paſs over, which 
thou haſt purchaſed, 

Thou ſhalt bring them in and plant then 
in the mountain of thine inheritance ; in the 
place, O Lord, which thou haſt made for 
thee to dwell in; in the ſanctuary, O Lord, 
which thy hands have eſtabliſhed. 

The Loxp ſhall reign for ever and 
ever. 

For the horſe of Pharaoh went in with 
his chariots, and with his horſemen into the 
ſea, and the Lord brought again the waters 
of the ſea upon them : but the children of 
Iſrael went on dry land in the midſt of the 
ſea. 

And Miriam the propheteſs, the ſiſter of 
Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand : and all 
the women went out after her with timbrels 


and with dances, 
| And 
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And Miriam anſwered them, Sing ye to 
che Lok D; for he hath triumphed gloriouſly; 
the horſe and his rider hath he thrown into 
the ſea. ets | 

So Moſes brought Iſrael from the Red 
Sea, and they went out into the wilderneſs 
of Shur: and they went three days in the 
wilderneſs and found no water, | 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


When the children of Iſrael had paſſed the dangers 
of the Red Sea, and ſaw their enemies, whom they had 
ſo much reaſon to dread, lying breathleſs on the ſea- 


ſhore, no doubt they felt the moſt tranſporting plea- 
ſure ; and, with pious rapture, joined in that beautiful 
ſong which you have juſt read. Tho' from the ſub- 
limity of the ſtile it is, in a great meaſure, above your 
comprehenſion, and therefore does not appear with half 
the advantage that it will do to your maturer judgment, 
I would not omit it; becauſe I think it cannot fail 
of affecting your mind in ſome degree, and of convey- 
ing an idea of the ſenſe which the Iſraelites enter- 
tained? of this wonderful deliverance ; beſides, it af- 
fords us an example of the ſentiments we ought our- 
ſelves to encourage, when we experience any particular 
mercies from the hand of Gop. Some part of it is 
prophetical, and foretels the future conqueſts and 
proſperous ſtate of the Iſraelites. Singing of pſalms 
(or devotional ſongs) you find, is a very antient cuſ- 

tom, 
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tom, and properly makes a part of our religious wer. 
ſhip at this time; for when performed with ſolemnity, 
it certainly is very edifying, and ſerves to elevate the 
mind to heaven. 

After Moſes had concluded this act of thankſgiving, 
accompanied by the men of Iſrael, Miriam, his fiſter, 
anſwered or repeated it, in concert with the women 
for tho? only one verſe is mentioned, we may ſuppoſe 
they ſang the whole. 

I ſhall ſay no more at preſent of this fine poem, fer 
ſo it certainly muſt be in its original language, becauſe 
'I cannot illuſtrate it to your tender capacity without 
degrading it; but there is one exprefſion I wiſh to 
explain, leſt you ſhould . miſunderſtand it; „ 7h 
% LorD is a man of war ;”” it is very common in poet- 
ry to make uſe of compariſons ; now as Moſes could 
not compare Gop to any thing equal to or greater 
than himſelf, he makes uſe of this expreſſion, to ſhey 
that the Lok D was able to ſubdue all his enemies, and 


that no one could ſtand againſt hum, 
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Ty: ISRAELITES murmur acarnsr MOSES, 
GOD rezpveTH THEM WITH MANNA, 


ND when they came to Matah, they 

could not drink of the waters of Ma- 
rah; for they were bitter: therefore the name 
of it was called Marah. 

And the people murmured againſt Moſes, 
ſaying, What ſhall we drink ? 

And he cried unto the Lord : and the 
Loxb ſhewed him a tree, which when he 
had caſt into the waters, the waters were 
made ſweet ; there he made for them a ſta- 
tute and an ordinance, and there he proved 
them ; 

And faid, If thou wilt diligently hearken 
to the voice of the Loxd thy Gop, and wilt 
do that which is right in his ſight, and wilt 
give ear to his commandments, and keep 
all his ſtatutes ; I will put none of theſe diſ- 
eaſes upon thee, which I have brought upon 
the Egyptians; for I am the Lonp that 
healeth thee, And 
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And they came to Elim, where were twelys 
wells of water, and threeſcore and ten palm. | 
trees: and they encamped there by the 
waters. 

And they took their journey from Elim, 
and all the congregation of the children of 
Iſrael came unto the wilderneſs of Sin, which 
is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth 
day of the ſecond month, after their depart. 
ing out of the land of Egypt. 

And the whole congregation of the chil. 
dren of Iſrael murmured againſt Moſes and 
Aaron in the wilderneſs. . 

And the children of Iſrael ſaid unto them, 
Would to Gop we had died by the hand of 
the.LoxD in the land of Egypt, when ve 
ſat by the fleſh-pots, and when we did eat 
bread to the full: for ye have brought us 
forth into this wilderneſs, to kill this whole 
aſſembly with hunger. 

Then ſaid the Lord unto Moſes, Behold, 
I will rain bread from heaven for you ; and 
the people ſhall go out, and gather a cet- 
tain rate every day, that I may prove them, 
whether they will walk in my law or no. 

And it ſhall come to paſs, that on te 
ſixth day, they ſhall prepare that which the 


bring 
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bring in; and it ſhall be twice as much as 
they gather daily. 

And Moſes and Aaron ſaid unto all the 
children of Iſrael, At even then ye ſhall 
know that the Loxp hath brought you out 
from the land of Egypt. 

And in the morning then ſhall ye fee. 
the glory of the Loxp: for that he heareth 
your murmurings - againſt the Lond: and 
what are we, that ye murmur againſt us? 

And Moſes ſaid, This ſhall be, when the 
Loxb ſhall give you in the evening fleſh to 
eat, and in the morning bread to the full, 
for that the Loxp heareth your murmurings 
rhich ye murmur againſt him: and what are 
e? your murmurings are not againſt us, 
put againſt the Lonp. 

And Moſes ſpake unto Aaron, Say unto 
ul the congregation of the children of Ifrac}, 
ome near before the Loxd : for he hath 
eard your murmurings. 
And it came to paſs as Aaron ſpake unto 
de whole congregation of the children of 
tael, that they looked toward the wilder- 
(ls, and behold, the glory of the Lorp ap- 
eared in the cloud. | 
And the Lon ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, 
Wi. 1 I have 


ve | 


he 
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I have heard the murmurings of the 
children of Iſrael; ſpeak unto them, ſaying, 
At even ye ſhall eat fleſh, and in the morn. 
ing ye ſhall be filled with bread : and yeſhall 
know that I am the Loxp your Gop, 

And it came to paſs, that at even the 
quails came up, and covered the camp: 
and in the morning the dew lay round about 
the hoſt. | | 

And when the dew that lay was gone uy, 
behold upon the face of the wilderneſs ther 
lay a ſmall round thing as ſmall as the hor: 
froſt on the ground. 

And when the children of Iſrael faw it 
they ſaid one to another, It is manna: far 
they wiſt not what it was. And Moſes ſaid 
unto them, This is the bread which the 
Lon hath given you to eat. 

This is the thing which the Loxp had 
commanded, Gather of it every man ac 
cording to his eating: an omer for ever 
man, according to the number of your per. 
ſons; take ye every man for them whid 
are in his tents. 

And the children of Iſrael did fo, and g- 
thered ſome more, ſome leſs. * 
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And when they did mete it with an omer, 
he that gathered much, had nothing over, 
and he that gathered little had no lack: they 
gathered every man according to his eating. 

And Moſes ſaid, Let no man leave of it 
till the morning. 

Notwithſtanding they hearkened not unto 
Moſes : but ſome of them left of it until the 
morning, and it bred worms and ſtank : and 
Moſes was wroth with them. 

And they gathered it every morning, 
every man according to his eating: and 
when the ſun waxed hot, 1t melted. 

And it came to paſs that on the ſixth day 
they gathered twice as much bread, two 
omers for one man: and all the rulers of the 
congregation came and told Moſes. 

And he ſaid unto them, This is that which 
the Loxp hath ſaid, To-morrow is the reſt 
of the holy ſabbath unto the Loxp ; bake 
that which ye will bake, to-day, and ſeethe 
that ye will ſeethe ; and that which remain- 
eta over, lay up for you to be kept until 
the morning. 

And * laid it up till the morning, as 
Moſes bade: and it did not ſtink, neither 
was there any worm therein, 
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And Moſes ſaid, Eat that to-day: for 
to-day is a ſabbath unto the Lord: to- di 
ye ſhall not find it in the field. 

Six days ye ſhall gather it, but on the 
ſeventh day, which is the ſabbath, in it there 
ſhall be none. 

And it came to paſs, that there wen: 
out ſome of the people on the ſeventh day, 


for to gather, and they found none. 


And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Hoy 
long refuſe ye to keep my commandment; 
and my laws ? 

See, for that the Loxp hath given you 
the ſabbath, therefore he giveth you on the 
ſixth day the bread of two days; abide ye 
every man in his place, let no man go out 
of his place on the ſeventh day. 

So the people reſted on the ſeventh day. 

And the houſe of Iſrael called the name 
thereof Manna: and it was like coriander 
ſeed, white, and the taſte of it was like 
wafers made with honey. 

And Moſes ſaid, This is the thing which 
the Loxb commandeth, Fill an omer of it 
to be kept for your generations ; that the 


may ſee the bread wherewith I have fed you 
| U 
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in the wilderneſs, when I brought you forth 
from the land of Egypt. 
And Moſes ſaid unto Aaron, Take a por, 
and put an omer full of manna therein, and : 
lay it up before the Loxb, to be kept for 
your generations. 
us the Lorp commanded Moſes, fo 
Aaron laid it up before the teſtimony, to be 


— 


Ee 


kept. 
And the children of Iſrael did eat manna 
forty years, until chey came to a land in- 
habiced : they did eat manna until they 
came unto the borders of the land of Ca- 
naan, 

Now an omer is the tenth part of an 


ephah, 


ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS. 


The time was not yet come, at which the ALur1GaTY 
purpoſed to deſtroy the idolatrous nations, and ſettle his 
own people in their ſtead ; nor were they yet fit to enter 
into poſleſſion of the promiſed land, therefore he exer- 
cled them with a variety of viciſſitudes; ſometimes he 
bleſſed them with proſperity, at other times tried them 
by afllictions, but all tended to improve and mend their 
hearts, to teach them his will, and to promote their 
rue happineſs, Had conſtant ſucceſs attended their 

Q 3 ſteps, 
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ſteps, they would have grown proud and arrogant; fq | 
proſperity is too apt to draw the mind from Gov, and 
therefore adverſity often becomes neceſſary to teach man. 
kind the uncertainty of every thing below, and that al 
the bleſſings we receive, come from his bountiful hand, 


How ſoon did the Iſraelites forget his merciful deli. 5 
rance of them, and upon the firſt diſappointment break t 
out into murmurs of diſcontent againſt Moſes ! how. n 
ever, the Lox p took compaſſion on them, ſoon relieved 
their diſtreſs by a freſh miracle, and vouchſafed to make p 
a covenant, in order to let them know upon what term t 
he would protect and bleſs them; and to warn them ng n 
to provoke his anger as the Egyptians had done, leftle ſ 
ſhould afflict them with the ſame calamities. Ty n 
encourage them to obedience, he directed them to 4 b 
place delightfully ſituated, where they might agreeab) g 
repoſe themſelves under the ſhade of palm: trees; ant p 
every tribe appropriate to their uſe a well to refrel 
themſelves, and water their cattle. tl 

What a pleaſing receſs muſt this appear, after tie tl 
conflicting ſcenes they had lately pailed ! here tix th 
might quietly relate the dangers they had elcayed & 
embrace with fondneſs their little children, congratulat ſu 
each other on their miraculous deliverance, and antit Ni 
pate in imagination the bleſſings of the promiſed land; th 
but they were not allowed to take up their abode hen, m 
and they marched on to the wilderneſs of Sin, wis of 
they arrived a month after their departure from Egypt It 
by this time their ſtock of proviſions was exhauſted, a 1 
they fell again into deſpondency, forgetful of the n * 

miracles that had been wrought in their favour, 
ra 


| how kindly the ALM HT protected and ſuccous 
* due 
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them in every emergency. It certainly was very fool:(h 
to murmur againſt Moſes and Aaron, becauſe it was 
evident, that every thing reſpecting their journeying 
was ordered by the particular direction of Gop; for. 
the cloudy pillar fill remained to aſſure them of his 
PrzsExCE, and Joſeph's bones, which they carried with 
them, ought to have reminded them of the promiſe 
made to their forefathers, and of his faith in them. 

In what a variety of ways can the ALmiGnTY diſ- 
play his power and goodneſs ! who would have expeQed 
tiat a number of fowls, ſufficient to feed ſo great a 
multitude, ſhould ſuddenly come to hand, or that bread 
ould fall like rain from heaven? Surely every ſenti- 
ment of goodneſs which diſcontent had ſmothered, muſt 
break out afreſh in their minds, when they beheld the 
glory of the Log'D, and underſtood his gracious pur- 
poſes, | 

As the mercies of Gop made fo little impreſſion on 
the minds of the Iſraelites, he choſe to ſhew them that 
they were dependent on him for their daily ſupport ; and 
therefore they were obliged to gather the manna every 
Cay, excepting on the ſabbath, for which they were 
ſupplied with a double portion the day before, that did 
not decay: this circumſtance confirmed the aſſurance, 
that Gop actually ſent it them, and was a very great 
miracle ; but ſtill, to convince ſucceeding generations 
of the reality of an event, ſo ſtrange that the truth of 
it might be called in queſtion, God ordained that a 
{mall portion of it ſhould be kept. from decay for a 
number of years. 

I think it is unneceſſary to enlarge on theſe mi- 
racles, as you muſt know, that nothing leſs than 
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the power of Gop could effect ſuch wonders: yet | 
cannot help pointing out to you, my dear, how we 
ſhould apply the inſtructions they farniſh us with, ty 
our own practice. Though we do not travel like the 
Hraclites through a wilderneſs, we are like them ins 
ſtate of probation, and muſt expect to meet with var. 
ous trials; therefore we muſt endeavour to learn to bea 
the changes of fortune with equality of mind. When 
we are bleſſed with proſperity, we muſt rejoice with 
thankfulneſs and humility, acknowledging from whence 
our bleſſings flow : when adverſity viſits us, we mul 
conſider it as coming likewiſe from Gos, and ſubmit 
with patient reſignation to his aflliting hand; entreat. 
ing him to eaſe the burden, or enable us to bear it, 
Scarcely any circumſtances of lite are fo deſperate as to 
exclude hope, unleſs we give way to deſpair, and diſtruſt 
Gop's mercy ; for he certainly proportions our ſuſ 
ferings to our ſtrength, and corrects like a kind parent 
only to render us more worthy of his loving- kindneſ: 
The ALmicaTyY has ſo ordered the preſent ſtate d 
the world, that our neceſſities may be relieved by natu- 
ral means; and, as I have told you before, it is alto 
niſhing to reflect how wonderfully events are ordered, 
ſo that there is no need of miracles. The ALMIGHTY, 
by his infinite power and wiſdom, certainly could hare 
ſupplied the Iſraelites with every thing they wanted, a 
Ze does us; but then, neither they nor the world would 
have thought ſo much of his goodneſs : he has in ther 
example given us undoubted proofs that his power 1s 
infinite, and that mankind are indebted to him for al 
things. Though the corn of which our bread is made, 
docs not appear of ſo perithable a nature as manna, ith 
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ſubject to a variety of injuries, and a famine may de- 
prive us of it at once; itis the good providence of Gon 


cattle and ſheep preſerved. A continued drought may 


own avert the evils which our wickedneſs may provoke 
kim to inflict; let us therefore ſet a high value on his 
mercies, and endeavour to ſecure his favour by the 
performance of our duty. 


alone that can ſecure it to us: by him, alſo, are our 


prevent our having water, nor can any effort of our 
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SECT. XXXV. 


Tus ISRAELITES mMuUuRMUR FOR WANT o 
WATER AT REPHIDIM, AND FIGHT WITH Tut 
AMALEKITES. 


"A ND all the congregation of the chil 
dren of Iſrael journeyed from the 
wilderneſs of Sin, after their journeys, ac- 
cording to the commandment of the Lon, 
and pitched in Rephidim : and there was 10 
water for the people to drink. 
Wherefore the people did chide with 


| Moſes, and ſaid, Give us water that we 


may drink. And Moſes ſaid unto them, W 


- chide ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt 


the Loxp ? 

And the people thirſted there for water; 
and the people murmured againſt Moſes 
and ſaid, Wherefore is this that thou hal 
brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and 
our children, and our cattle with thirſt ? 

And Moſes cried unto the Lox, faying 
What ſhall I do unto this people? they be 
almoſt ready to ſtone me, * 
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And the Lonp ſaid unto Moſes, Go on 
before the people, and take with thee of the 
elders of Iſrael: and thy rod, wherewith 
thou ſmoteſt the river, take in thine hand 
and go. 

Behold, I will ſtand before thee there 
upon the rock in Horeb: and thou ſhalt 
ſmite the rock, and there ſhall come water 
out of it, that the people may drink. And 
Moſes did ſo, in the fight of the elders of 
lirael, 

And he called the name of the place 
Maſſah, and Meribah, becauſe of the chid- 
ing of the children of Iſrael ; and becauſe 
they tempted the Lord, ſaying, Is the Lox 
among us, or not? 

Then came Amalek, and fought with 
Iſrael in Rephidim. 

And Moſes ſaid unto Joſhua, Chooſe us 
out men, and go out, fight with Amalek ; 
to-morrow IL. will ſtand on the top of the 
hill, wich the rod of God in mine hand. 

So Joſhua did as Moſes had ſaid to him, 
and fought with Amalek: and Moſes, 


Aaron, and Hur, went up to the top of the 
1 { 


Qs6 And 
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And it came to paſs when Moſes hel 
up his hand that Iſrael prevailed : and when 
he-let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 

But Moſes' hands were heavy, and they 
took a ſtone and put it under him, and he 
ſat thereon: and Aaron and Hur ſtayed uy 
his hands, the one on the one fide and the 
other on the other ſide ; and his hands were 
ſteady until the going down of the ſun, 

And Joſhua diſcomfited Amalek and his 
people with the edge of the ſword, 

And the Logp faid unto Moſes, Write 
this for a memorial in a book, and rehearſe 
it in the ears of Joſhua: for I will utterly 
put out the remembrance of Amalek from 
under heaven. 

And Moſes built an altar, and called the 
name of it JEHOVAH-nifh, 

For he ſaid, Becauſe the Lorp hath ſworn, 

that the Lozp will have war with. Amalck 

from. generation to generation.. 


. ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


1 have already ſaid fo much on the diſcontent of the 
Iſraelites, that I think, my dear, I may leave you 
make your own reſlections on it in the preſent inſtance; 


I ſhall only remark the amiable meekneſs of Moſes, 
who 
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Wi who tho he had ſufficient reaſon to reſent their unkind 
and unjuſt reproaches, yet he mildly remonſtrated only, 
and warned them not to tempt the Loxp ; he then 
addreſſed himſelf in earneſt prayer to Gop. Surely, 
when they ſaw the ſtony rock guſh out with water, 
their flinty boſoms muſt relent, and thcir conſciences 
reproach them for ſuch baſe ingratitude to their Divine 
Benefa&tor, and for their unjuſt treatment of his patient 
ſervant, . 

Hitherto Gon had done every thing for Iſrael, but 
now they were, by his appointment, to act for them- 
ſelves, The Amalekites who attacked them, were 
ſome of the deſcendants of Eſau ; who, we may ſup- 
poſe, hated Jacob's poſterity on account of the birth- 
right ; eſpecially as the promiſes made to him began 
now to be accompliſhed. If they ſuppoſed that the 
Iſraelites were in a defenceleſ(s ſtate, it was mean and 
cruel to attack them; but I think it appears, that they 
defied the GopD who ſo vilibly protected the Iſraelites ; 
and that was the reaſon he ſuffered them to be put 
to the Word On this occaſion young Joſhua's valour. 
was firſt tried, and honoured with victory; but, that the 
Iſraelites might not ſuppoſe that the ſtrength of their 
own arms had inſured their ſucceſs, the ſame viſible 
token of Gop's power was employed, that had been uſed. 
againſt Pharaoh, I mean, the rod of Moſes; but in 
this inſtance, the people were themſelves made inſtru- 
mental to the puniſhment of their preſumptuous ene- 
mies; whereas, reſpecting the plagues of Egypt, they 
had been entirely paſſive, and other creatures were em- 
ployed to execute the will of the ALMIGHTY, 
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When the Iſraelites perceived how evidently the 
Lox v diſtinguiſhed Moſes, ſurely they were inftrug 
to pay him reſpect and honour, 
Moſes was commanded to record this victory; and 
becauſe Joſhua was to ſucceed him, as leader of the 
people, the Lorp required Moſes to make known t 
him his purpoſes in reſpe& to the Amalekites, that he 
might never ſpare them in any future battle, 
How dangerous a thing it is to oppoſe the At. 

- MIGHTY! we ſhould, therefore, guard our mind 
againſt every act of rebellion to our HRAVENIY King, 
ſtudy to know his will, honour his ſervants, and never, 
in any inſtance, proceed in defiance of his power; 
which all perſons do, who indulge themſelves in the 
practice of wilful fins, which they know are diſpleaſa 
in his ſight, 
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ty JETHRO's Abvre To MOS ES—RurERS Ar- 

t be POINTED TO ass1sT MOSES ix THE GOVERN- 
MENT. | 

At. 

ad HEN Jethro, the prieſt of Midian, 


Moſes' father-in-law, heard of all 
that God had done for Moſes, and for Iſrael 
his people, and that the Loxp had brought 
Iſrael out of Egypt; 

Then Jethro, Moſes' father-in-law, took 
Zipporah, Moſes' wife, after he had ſent her 
back, 

And her two ſons: of which the name of 
the one was Gerſhom; for he ſaid, I have 
been an alien in a ſtrange land. 

And the name of the other was Eliezer: 
(for the Gop of my father, ſaid he, was 
mine help, and delivered me from the ſword 
of Pharaoh.) | 

And Jethro, Moſes' father-in-law, came 
with his ſons and his wife unto Moſes into 
the wilderneſs, where he encamped at the 
mount of Gop, | 
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in-law, and did obeiſance, and kiſſed him: 
and they aſked each other of their welfare; 


the Lord had done unto Pharaoh, and to 


all gods: for in the thing wherein they dealt 
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And he ſaid unto Moſes, I thy father. in. 
law Jethro am come unto thee, and thy 
wife, and her two ſons with her. 

And Moſes went out to meet his father. 


| 


and they came into the tent. 
And Moſes told his father-in-law all that 


the Egyptians for Iſrael's ſake, and all the 
travel that had come upon them by the war, 
and how the Lorp delivered them. 

And Jethro rejoiced for all the goodneſ 
which the LorD had done to Iſracl: whom 
he had delivered out of the hand of the 
Egyptians. | 

And Jethro ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lon, 
who hath delivered you out of the hand of 
the Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pha- 
raoh, who hath delivered the people from 
under the hand of the Egyptians. 

Now I know that the Lon is greater than 


proudly, he was above them. 
And Jethro, Moſes' father-in-law, took 
a burnt-offering, and ſacrifices for God: 


and Aaron came, and all the elders of Iirael 
(9 
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o eat bread with Moſes” father-in-law before 
(30D, 

And it came to. paſs on the morrow, that 
Moſes ſat to judge the people; and the peo- 
ple ſtood by Moſes from the morning unto 
the evening. 

And when Moſes” father-in-law ſaw all that 
ke did to the people, he ſaid, What is this 
thing that thou doeſt to the people ? why 
fitteſt thou thyſelf alone, and all the people 
ſtand by thee from morning unto even? 

And Moſes ſaid unto his father-1n-law, 
Becauſe the people come unto me to per, 
of Gob. 

When they have a matter, they cc come unto 
me; and I judge between one and another, 
and I do make them know the ſtatutes of 
Gor, and his laws. 

And Moſes' father-in-law ſaid unto him, 
The thing that thou doeſt is not good. 

Thou wilt ſurely wear away, both thou 
and this people that is with thee : for this 
thing is too heavy for thee; thou art not 
able to perform it thyſelf alone. 

Hearken now unto my voice, I will give 
wee counſel,, and Gop ſhall be with thee;; 

Be 
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Be thou for the people to God-ward, that 


thou mayeſt bring the cauſes unto Gop. 
And thou ſhalt teach them ordinances and 
laws, and ſhalt ſhew them the way wherein 
they muſt walk, and the work that thy 
mult do. 
Moreover, thou ſhalt provide out of al 
the people able men, ſuch as fear God, ma 
of truth, hating covetouſneſs ; and plac 
ſuch over them, to be rulers of thouſands 
and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and 
rulers of tens. 
And let them judge the people at all fe 
ſons : and it ſhall be, that every great matte 
they ſhall bring unto thee, but every ſmal 
matter they ſhall judge; fo ſhall it be ea: 
for thyſelf, and they ſhall bear the burden 
with thee, 
If thou ſhalt do this thing, and Gop cm. 
mand thee fo, then thou ſhalt be able to 
endure, and all this people ſhall alſo gon 
their place in peace, 
So Moſes hearkened to the voice of I 
father-in-law, and did all that he had ſaid. 
And Moſes choſe able men out of all | 


rael, and made them heads over the peoplt 
rulen 
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ers of thouſands, rulers of hundreds, rulers 
of fifties, and rulers of tens. 

And they judged the people at all ſeaſons : 
tue hard cauſes they brought unto Moſes, 
but every ſmall matter they judged them- 


ſelves. 
And Moſes let his father-in-law depart : 
2nd he went his way into his own land. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


In the beginning of the world, every parent ruled 
his own family; but when mankind were increaſed 
greatly, and many familes lived in one place, it was 
neceſſary that there ſhould be a perſon appointed to 
have the ſupreme command ; for diſputes would fre- 
quently ariſe between individuals of different families, 
which could not be decided by parental authority; be- 
cauſe each party would refer to ſeparate judges, each 
cf whom, would, in all probability, be partial to his own 
relation; from hence, aroſe a neceſſity for laws to be 
made for the good of ſociety, and for magiſtrates, cho- 
ſen by mutual conſent, to adminiſter juſtice agreeably to 
thoſe laws. It is not neceſſary, my dear, for me to 
inform you, at preſent, of the different modes of . 
government that have ſubſiſted in the world; I ſhall, 
therefore, only tell you, that when there are a great 
many people under the government of one man, who 
is obliged to have a number of inferior officers, to 
afift in the adminiſtration of juſtice, he is uſually called 

a king. 
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a king. The idolatrous nations had governors of thi 
kind; but till a conſiderable time after the death g 
Moſes, the Loxp vouchſafed to be the king of the 
Iſraelites ; he appointed them laws, and they mats 
war with different nations by Gop's particularg con. 
mand; and Moſes aſſumed no farther authority og 
the people, than as the miniſter of Gop's will. Duri 
their abode in the wilderneſs, the preſence of the * 
viſibly appeared amongſt them in the cloudy pillar; 
but as Moſes was deputed by GoD to make known his 
laws, and put them in execution, the people had re. 
courſe to him in all doubtful caſes, and when any 
diſputes aroſe amongſt themſelves : we may therefor 
ſuppoſe, that Moſes muſt have had an arduous tab 
if we conſider the natural diſpoſition of the. Iſraelites: 
ſo that he readily embraced the advice of his father. 
in-law, when he found it would not be offenſive u 
Gop; taking the utmoſt care to ſele& perſons of 
integrity, fit to be employed in ſuch important con- 


corns. 

Of what nature the prieſthood of Jethro was ue 
are not informed, but if he had been formerly a 
idolater, he certainly became a convert to the tne 


Gor, and continued lo, 


SECT. 
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ag LAW civen BY GOD FROM MounT SINAI 
—MOSES ASEN DS THE MOUNTAIN—BouNDs 
PRESCRIBED TO THE PEOPLE, 


N the third month, when the children of 
| Iſrael were gone forth out of the land of 
Egypt, the ſame day came they into the wil- 
derneſs of Sinai. 

For they were departed from Rephidim, 
and were come to the deſert of Sinai, and 
had pitched in the wilderneſs; and there 
rae] camped before the mount. 

And Moſes went up unto Gop, and the 
Logo called unto him out of the mountain, 
ſaying, Thus ſhalt thou ſay to the houſe of 
Jacob, and tell the children of Iſrael ; 

Ye have ſeen what I did unto the Egyp- 
tans, and how I bare you on eagles wings, 
and brought you unto myſelf. 

Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice 
indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye ſhall 
be a peculiar treaſure unto me, above all 
people : for all the earth is mine, 


And 
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And ye ſhall be unto me a kingdom of 
prieſts, and an holy nation. Theſe are the 
words which thou ſhalt ſpeak unto the chil. 
dren of Iſrael. 

And Moſes came and called for the elder 
of the people, and laid before their faces al 
theſe words which the Lord commanded 
him. 

And all the people anſwered together, and 
ſaid, All that the Lorp hath ſpoken, we vil 
do. And Moſes returned the words of the 
people unto the Loxp. | 

And the Loxp ſaid unto Moſes, Ly, | 
come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the 
people may hear when I ſpeak with ther, 
and believe thee for ever. And Moſes told 
the words of the people unto the Loxp, 

And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Go unto 
the people and ſanctify them to-day and tv 
morrow, and let them waſh their clothes, 

And be ready againſt the third day, for 
the third day the Loxp will come down Ut 
the ſight of all the people upon mount Sina, 

And thou ſhalt ſet bounds unto the peopl 
round about, ſaying, Take heed to your 


ſelves, that ye go not up into the mount, d 
I touch 
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touch the border of it: whoſoever toucheth 
e ene mount, ſhall be ſurely put to death: 

chil. There ſhall not an hand touch it, but he 
hall ſurely be ſtoned or ſhot through : whe- 
ther it be beaſt or man, it ſhall not live: 
& ben the trumpet ſoundeth long, they ſhall 
anded come up to the mouut. 

And Moſes went down from the mount 
unto the people, and ſanctified the people 
evil and they waſhed their clothes. 

And he ſaid unto the people, Be ready 
zpainſt the third day. 


Lo, | And it came to paſs on the third day, in 
at th che morning, that there were thunders and 
thee, lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, 
$ told end the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; 
ſo that all the people that was in the camp, 
\ unto WY trembled. 
d w. And Moſes brought forth the people out 
5 of the camp to meet with Gop, and they 
„ for WW ſtood at the nether part of the mount. 
wn it And mount Sinai was altogether on a 
ine, ſmoke, becauſe the Loxp deſcended upon 


it in fire: and the ſmoke thereof aſcended as 
the ſmoke of a furnace, and the whole mount 
quaked greatly. ke 


And 
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2 
And when the voice of the trumpet ſound 
ed long, and waxed louder and louder, 
Moſes ſpake, and Gop anſwered him by 
voice. 
And the Lorp came down upon moun 
Sinai, on the top of the mount; and th 
Loxp called Moſes up to the top of the 
mount, and Moſes went up. 
And the Load faid unto Moſes, Go down, 
charge the people, leſt they break througk 
unto the LorD to gaze, and many of then 
periſh. 
And let the prieſts alſo which come nex 
to the Loxp, ſanctify themſelves, leſt the 
Loxp break forth upon them, | 
And Moſes ſaid unto the LoRD, The peo. 
ple cannot come up to mount Sinai; fa 
thou chargedſt us, ſaying, Set bounds about 
the mount, and ſanctify it. 
And the Loxp ſaid unto him, Away, gt 
thee down, and thou ſhalt come up, thou 
and Aaron with thee : but let not the priclis 
and the people break through, to come uy 
unto the Lorp, leſt he break forth upol 
them. 
So Moſes went down unto the people, atk 


ſpake unto them, 
And 
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And God ſpake all theſe words, ſaying, 

| am the Loxp thy Gop, which have 

1 Wrought thee out of the land of Egypt, out 
of the houſe of bondage. 


unt Thou ſhalt have no other gods before me. 
the Thou ſhalt not make unto thee any graven 
the mage, or any likeneſs of any thing that is 


in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
neath, or that is in the water under the 
arth, 

Thou ſhalt not bow down thyſelf to them, 
or ſerve them: for I the Lord thy Gop 
ma jealous Gop, viſiting the iniquity of 
he fathers upon the children unto the third 
d fourth generation of them that hate me: 
And ſhewing mercy unto thouſands of 
em that love me and keep my command- 
ents, 

Thou ſhalt not take the name of he Lon 
y God in vain: for the Loxp will not hold 


In guiltleſs that taketh his name in vain. 


Remember the ſabbath- day, to 13 it 
dly, 


Six days ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy 
ork, 


hut the ſeventh day is the ſabbath of the 
ORD thy Gop: in it thou ſhalt not do any 
| Vor. I. R work, 
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work, thou, nor thy ſon, nor thy daughter, 
thy man-ſervant, nor thy maid-ſervant, nor 
thy cattle, nor thy ſtranger that is within 
thy gates. 

For in fix days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, the fea and all that in them is, 
and reſted the ſeventh day; wherefpre the 
Lob bleſſed the ſabbath-day, and hallow- 
ed it. 

Honour thy father and thy mother: that 
thy days may be long upon the land which 
the Lonp thy Goo giveth thee. 

Thou ſhalt not kill. 

Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. 

Thou ſhalt not ſteal, 

Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt 
thy neighbour. 

Thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's houſe, 
thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, 
nor his man-ſervant, nor his maid-ſervant, 
nor his ox, nor his aſs, nor any thing that 
is thy neighbour's. 

And all. the people ſaw the thunderings, 
and the lightnings, and the noiſe of the 
trumpet, and the mountain ſmoking : and 
when the people ſaw it, they removed, and 


ſtood afar off, 
And 
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And they ſaid unto Moſes, Speak tho! 
with us, and we will hear: but let not Goo 
ſpeak with us leſt we die. 

And Moſes ſaid unto the people, Fear 
not; for God is come to prove you, and 
that his fear may be before your faces, that 
ye ſin not. 

And the people ſtood afar off, and Moſes 
drew near unto the thick darkneſs where 
Gob was. 

And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Thus 
thou ſhalt ſay unto the children of Iſrael, 
Ye have ſeen that I have talked with you 
from heaven. 

Ye ſhall not make with me gods of ſilver, 
neither ſhall ye make unto you gods of gold. 

An altar of earth thou ſhalt make unto 
me, and ſhalt ſacrifice thereon thy burnt- 
offerings, and thy peace-offerings, thy ſheep 
and thine oxen: in all places where I re- 


cord my name, I will come unto thee, and 
I will bleſs thee. 
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ANNOTATIONS anv REFLECTIONS, 


What a wonderful event is here recorded! Does nd 


the relation of it fill you with the utmoſt reverence at 
veneration ? That gracious and divine Being, who hat 


hitherto conducted the children of Iſrael by the appear. 
ance of a cloudy pillar, and declared his will to Moſes 
vouchſafed, at length, to let the people themſelve 
hear his awful voice ; and entered, as it were, perſons 
ally into a covenant with them. 

It ſeems, that the pillar of the cloud refted on the 
top of mount Sinai, and the children of Iſrael es. 
camped at the foot: Moſes aſcended it, and was em- 
ployed again as a meſſenger to the people, whom he 
was commanded to remind of the wonders Gov hat 
wrought in their behalf ; how he had delivered then 
from the Egyptians, ** and borne them on eagles * wing 
« to himſelf.” How affectionate and condeſcending wa 
this language! which ſeemed calculated to excite h 
their minds a ſenſe of God's goodneſs, and to prepar 
them for the gracious covenant he was going to af 
to their acceptance. 

The condition Gop required on their part vu, 
that they ſhould obey his voice indeed ;* that i 
with ſincerity and truth; which implied, that the 
ſhould keep all his commandments. If they would @ 
this, He promiſed to diſtinguiſh them from every other 
people in the world, by peculiar bleſſings ; to maks 
them an holy nation, a kingdom of prieſts ; whici 


An eagle is a bird remarkable for ſtrength and fwiſtneſs, 10 
is ſai®to carry its young ones on its wings, 
mean, 
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neans, that they ſhould be ſeparated from idol wor- 
ſhippers, and be employed in the ſervice of Gop. 

To prevent their entertaining any ſuſpicions that 
Moſes deceived them, the Loxp vouchſafed to let 
hem hear his hol Voice, and have a tranſient 
view of his GLoxyY ; but to teach them that none 
would approach the bivIi xx PzzsSENCE with irre- 
yerence or indecorum, they were commanded to ſanc- 
tif / themſelves, and waſh their clothes. By ſanctifying 
themſelves is meant, that they ſhould lay aſide worldly 
buſineſs, and attend ſolely to religious exerciſes : 
waſhing their clothes would give them a decent appear- 
ance, and, at the ſame time, remind them of the ne- 
ceſity of purifying their hearts, by cleanſing them 
from all ungodly thoughts and affections. Bounds 
were ſet to keep the people at an awful diſtance, to 
make them ſenſible of their own demerits, and the 
neceſlity of a MEpiaTorR. To explain to you, my 
dear, what a mediator is, I muſt make uſe of a very 
lamiliar compariſon, + 

Suppoſe that two perſons, the one rich and the other 
poor, had made an agreement; that the rich man had 
promiſed he would ſupply the poor one with all the 
neceſſaries of life, provided he would perform ſome 
tiling ſervices, to ſhew that he was ſenſible of his 
dependence on the other's bounty; who, to keep him 
more ſteadily attached to himſelf, ſhould make it one 
condition of his agreement, that if the poor man 
neglected to perform his part of the covenant, he would 
not only withdraw his kindneſs, but inflit puniſhment 
en him. Surely, any perſon in indigent circumſtances, 
would be glad to purchaſe to himſelf eaſe and plenty 
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on ſuch conditions: but, if after all, he ſhould 


from his friend, and omit the requiſite ſervices, mus Wl / diſo 
| Moſes « 

he not naturally dread the anger and reſentment of | 
raciou: 


his offended benefactor, and expect to receive the 
puniſhment due to his offence ? Suppoſe, that he ſhould 
immediately find himſelf in a moſt helpleſs condition, 
and wiſh for. a reconciliation, could he poſſibly expe 
to obtain admiſſion to his friend, or that he would liſten 
to his excuſes, and remit the puniſhment ? Would it 
not, therefore, be a very great mſtance of generoſity, 
if his benefator ſhould ſend a perſon to him to offer 
him forgiveneſs, and a continuance of his fayour and * 
protection, provided he was really ſenſible of his faults, Wi enlh 
and would promiſe to continue faithful for the future} nſible 
The perſon ſo employed, would be a MEDIAToR. htnin 

Such, by the gracious appointment of Gop, wa el 
Moss to the Iſraelites. You well know, that they ad of 
had repeatedly offended Gop ſince their departurt 
from Egypt ; that they had broken every covenant the 
Lond had vouchſafed to make with them; and there. WF 
fore, had no juſt claim to the bleſſings that were pu- WT... .; 
miſed for their obedience : on the contrary, had highly et to f 
provoked the anger of the ALuicnTy, and could nt WWreſcrih, 
have complained of injuſtice, if he had left them tv iat ſom 
periſh in the wilderneſs. But this moſt benevolent df the di 
Beings ſuffered his mercy to prevail in their behal, r men. 
and condeſcended to renew his covenant, kindly pa Moſes 
doning their former atrocious crimes. As Moſes had xd Gor 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf in a particular manner by his Neellent 
faith and obedience, he was made the meſſenger d WWF... 
God's grace and mercy ; or a mediator to thoſe wiv bis day 


had baniſhed themſelves from his glorious preſence, en, 25 
by 
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diſobedience and diſtruſt of Gop's providence. 
Moſes diſcharged this important commiſſion, and the 
Acious offer was received with eager joy by all the 
people ; the terms which Gop vouchſaſed to propoſe, 
1 {» advantageous to them, that they willingly ac- 
tieſced, without conſulting their own variable hearts, 
to diſ-over whether they ſhould be able to fulfil the 
gagement. When the requiſite preparations were 
nade, and the expected day arrived, with what ſo- 
emnity was their attention awakened to the awful ſcene 
hey were aſſembled to behold ! 


þ:cauſe he made his PRBZSEN I more viſible there by 
znible and ſurprizing effects. Thunder rent the air, 
jphtnings flaſhed from the ſky, and the trumpet of 
gels ſummoned the trembling people to hear the 
ord of God; a ſolemn ſilence enſued, and Moſes 
pake unto the LoxD : it is vain to gueſs what he ſaid, 
erhaps ſomething expreſſive of the people's penitence z' 
bowever, you find he was encouraged to aſcend the 
wuntain, but again commanded to caution the people 
ot to ſuffer curioſity to lead them beyond the bounds 
preſcribed ; the charge is often repeated; this implies, 
nat ſome were inclined to do ſo; which was known 


the divine Being, who ſeeth the molt ſecret thoughts 
men. | 


Moſes therefore informed them of the divine command, 
nd God ſpake in the hearing of all the people that 
icellent law called the ten commandments, the ob- 
Trance of which makes part of 'our own religion to 


ts day; and they are worthy of particular examina- 
on, as we may aſfure ourſelves they were really ſpoken 


R 4 by 


It is faid, that Gop deſcended on the mountain, 


. 
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by God. Had they proceeded from the mouth of 2 
angel, or any created being, they would certainly hay 
tended to lead them into the very crime they were 5 
repeatedly required to avoid, that of idolatry ; for the 
people would naturally worſhip him, who declared 
himſelf the Gop that had beſtowed ſuch benefits up 
them. 

You know the commandments by heart, and non 
you underſtand the divine original of them, I hope you 
will be ſolicitous to inform yourſelf of their meaning; 
for which purpoſe I can furniſh you with the explanz 
tions written by the beſt authors, therefore ſhall ng 
dwell ſo much upon them as I otherwiſe ſhould di, 
cnly juſt point out the general import of them: the 
firſt four relate to our duty towards God, and the u. 
mainder concern ourſelyes and fellow-creatures, 

Obſerve in the firft and ſecond how ſtrictly Gov far. 
bids idolatry ; therefore endeavour always to let your 
great Creator have the higheſt place in your affections 
and never ſuffer any thing to draw you away from hu 
{eryice : do not uſe his holy name wreverent!y, by las 
ing Gop and Logp in common converſation, for u. 
member what 1s threatened in the third commandment, 
Obſerve the ſabbath as the Lox b enjoins in the fourth 
by conſecrating that holy day to religious empioyment; 
be regular in your attendance at church, and join u 
the public worſhip with ſincerity and humility of mind; 
conſidering yourſelf as more immediately in the preſenct 
of your Maker, for the church is the houſe of Gon 
be careful to employ ſome part of the day in ſudyug 
the ſcriptures, meditate on the mercies of the weck pa 
and form reſolutions to amend your lite, 


T* 
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The fifth requires you do honour your father and 
mother, that is to ſay, to pay them the reſpect which is 
44> to them for their tender care and ſolicitude for your 
velfue, and never to do any thing that will give them 
un-alineſs : this extends to all who have authority over 
you. 

| hope you will not be tempted: to commit the dread- 
ful n mentioned in the ſixth; but you muſt be ſure on 
10 occation to indulge the paſſions of anger and revenge, 
becauſe it is impoſſible to tell how far they may lead 
you: many a one has been guilty of murder, from not 
r-iiting the firſt emotions of reſentment. 

The ſeventh commandment inſtructs us to obſerve 
decency in all our words and actions. 

The eighth forbids us to take what belongs to ano- 
ther, without his conſent, and enjoins us to render to 
al what is their due. 

We muſt avoid ſpeaking any untruth, which is meant 
by bearing falſe witneſs, the duty propoſed in the ninth. 


to other people, and teacheth us to reſt contented with 
that portion of the things of this world which it has 
pleaſed God to beſtow ; without repining at the ſupe-- 


of, or uſing any unlawful means to obtain them. 
The Law you find was given with ſuch proofs of the 


Moſes might ſpeak for them. He endeavoured to re- 
move their terrors, by aſſuring them that the Al miGcn- 
TY only meant to prove them; that this tremendous 
ceremony was intended to impreſs their minds with 


The tenth forbids us to wiſh for or deſire what belongs 


nor-riches and plenty which other perſons are poſſ. ſſed 


mejeſty of Gop, that the people were ready to die with- 
fear and apprehenſion, and requeſted that for the future- 


R 5 reverence, 
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ſelves unworthy to ſtand before the Lox o, which made 
them ſolicitous that Moſes ſheald be their mediator ; 


reverence, and to give them awful thoughts of their 
divine Benefactor. Their conſciences doubileſs accuſes 
them for their repeated offences, and they found then. 


he accordingly drew near, and was graciouſly accepted, 
When he had entered the thick darkneſs, he received 
thoſe directions concerning Gop's worſhip, which are 
related in the latter part of the ſection you have been 
reading ; and was aſſured, that it was really the great 
CREATOR of all things that thus vouchſafed to reyedl 
himſelf to his people ; but who, on account of his in- 
finite perfection, could not be worthily repreſented by 
any creature, neither was any being ſufficiently excel, 
lent to aſſume his holy name; therefore, Gov pro- 
miſed to give the Iſraelites a certain manifeſtation of 
his actual PxESEN CE on every neceſſary occaſion. 

We do not now make uſe of altars and ſacrifices, be. 
cauſe by God's command the ceremonial law wa 


aboliſhed at the eſtabliſhment of chriſtianity. 


SECT. 
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SE CT. XXVIII. 


Fessrs TO BE OBSERVED,-An ANGEL PROMISED, 
WITH A BLESSING IP THEY OBEY HI. 


HREE times ſhalt thou keep a feaſt 
unto me 1n the year. 

Thou ſhalt keep the feaſt of unleavened 
bread: thou ſhalt eat unleavened bread 
ſeven days, as I commanded thee, in the 
time appointed of the month Abib: for in. 
it thou cameſt out from Egypt: and none 
ſhall appear before me empty. 

And the feaſt of harveſt, the firſt-fruits 
of thy labours, which thou haſt ſown 1n the 
held: and the feaſt of in- gathering which 
i in the end of the year, when thou haſt 
gathered in thy labours out of the field. 

Three times in the year all thy males 
ſhall appear before the LoRD Gon. 

Behold, I ſend. an angel before thee,. to 
keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into 
tie place which I have prepared, 


R'6 Beware 


DE NT — — ͤ wö—hA— rfX—— 7—wuů ' u' 
— — = — — — * 


366 AN ANGEL PROMISED. 


Beware of him, and obey his voice, pro. 
voke him not; for he will not pardon your 
tranſgreſſions: for my name is in him. 

But if thou ſhalt indeed obey his voice, 
and do all that I ſpeak ; then I will be a 
enemy unto thine enemies, and an adverſary 
unto thine adverſaries. 

For mine angel ſhall go before thee, and 
bring thee in unto the Amorites, and the 
Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Cx 
naanites, and the Hivites, and the Jebuſites: 
and I will cut them off, 

Thou fhalt not bow down to their god; 
nor ſerve them, nor do after their works: 


but thou ſhalt utterly overthrow them, and 


quite break down their images. 

And ye ſhall ſerve the Loxp your Gon, 
and he ſhall bleſs thy bread, and thy water: 
and I will take fickneſs away from the mill 
of thee. 

There ſhall nothing caſt their young, na 
be barren in thy land; the number of ti 
days I will fulfil. 

I will ſend my fear before thee, and vil 
deſtroy all the people to whom thou hal 
come, and I will make all thine enemit 
turn their backs unto thee, 4 
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And I will ſend hornets before thee, which. 
hall drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, 
and the Hittite from before thee. 

Iwill not drive them out from before thee 
in one year; leſt the land become deſolate, 
:nd the beaft of the field multiply againſt 
thee. 

By little and little I will drive them out 
from before thee, until thou be inereaſed, 
and inherit the land. | 

And I will ſet thy bounds from the Red 
Sea, even unto the ſea of the Philiſtines, and 
from the deſert unto the river: for I will 
deliver the inhabitants of the land into your 
hand ; and thou ſhalt drive them out before 
thee, 3 

Thou ſhalt make no covenant with them, 
nor with their gods. 

They ſhall not dwell in thy land, leſt they 
make thee fin againſt me: for if thou ſerve 
their gods, it will ſurely be a ſnare unto 
thee, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Three times in a year the Iſraelites were to keep a 
feaſt to the Lo D; theſe cuſtoms were aboliſhed by the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation, but are ſo frequently referred 
to in ſacred hiſtory, that it is neceſſary to give you 

information 
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information concerning them. The firſt, that of Un. 
leavened Bread, was joined to the paſſover, (which! 
have already explained to you) and kept in memory of 
the Loxp's paſſing over the houſes of the Iſraelites, 
when the firſt-born of the Egyptians were deſtroyed, 

The Feaſt of Pentecoſt was the next, at which they 
offered the firſt produce of their harveſt, in acknoy. 
ledgment that they were indebted for all the increaſ: 
of their corn and vegetables to God's bountiful pro. 
vidence. 

The Feaſt of Tabernacles was the third, celebrated 
when they had gathered in their corn and fruits ; this 
was a happy ſeaſon ; for what can be more comfortable 
than to reflect, that Gop has furniſhed a ſupply for 
that dreary ſeaſon, when the earth, locked up by froſ, 
no longer yields its pleaſing verdure, and all natum 
appears in a ſtate of deſolation ! 

Thoſe perſons who can behold the riches of harveſt 
with unthankful minds, are unworthy of the bread 


they eat. Though it has pleaſed Gop to ſuperſede 


theſe Feaſts of the Paſlover, Pentecoſt, and 'Taber- 
nacles, in order to give us inſtitutions of a ſuperior na- 
ture, yet we may gather inſtruction from them, and 


learn to be thankful for the particular providence of 


Gov, that preſerves us and our children, and to ble 
his holy name for all the comforts and conveniencies cf 
life. Theſe feſtivals were to be kept by all the men 
of Iſrael, at ſtated times, in a place appointed by Goo; 
which ſhews, how pleaſing to the ALm1GnTy is the 
aſſembling ourſelves together for publick worſhip, 
Let us, therefore, never negle& this important duty 


for any frivolous excuſes, (at our great feſtivals parti 


6 cularly) 
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eularly) but rejoice that we are allowed this happy 
privilege. 

You find, my dear, that the Iſraelites had great 
encouragement to obey the precepts of the Lox b, for 
obſerve how frequently he repeats his promiſes of pro- 
ection : “ Behold, I ſend an angel before thee, &c.“ 
By the angel is uſually underſtood, a token of the 
divine preſence ; whether it pleaſed Gop to canſe an 
appearance of the angelic nature, in the preſent in- 
dance, is hard to determine; but I think it is clear, 
that they were to conſider it as that manifeſtation of 
the ſupreme Being, viſibly directing and guiding the 
children of Iſrael to the promiſed land, which He 
tad taught them to expect, whatever means he might 
chooſe to employ in effecting his gracious pur- 
roſes. Gop ſaid,  ** obey him, for my name is in 
* him ;” which implied, that he was infinitely ſuperior 
to any created being; but we will not, my dear, puz- 
zle ourſelves with theſe difficult texts, as it can be of no 
real uſe to us; I think you will afterwards meet with 
lomething, that may help to explain this paſſage more 
fully, and this is the method we muſt always take 
in ſtudying the ſcriptures : read them frequently, and 
compare one paſſage with another, by which means the 
true explanation may be generally obtained; however, 
let me, my dear child, adviſe you, above all things, 
to avoid ſpeculation in reſpe& to the myſteries of re- 
lgton, Remember when Gov. gave the law from 
mount Sinai, bounds were preſcribed to the people, 
beyond which they were forbidden to approach. We 
mult likewiſe ſet bounds to our curioſity, and reſt con- 
tentes with that degree of information which Gop 


has 
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has vouchſafed us, reſpecting the divine nature 2 


heavenly things; as it is utterly impoſüble for us, by 
any exertion of mind, to diſcover the hidden thing, 
of Gov: the nature of our own fouls, is beyond the 
penetration of the moſt exalted underſtanding : among! 
the inſerior parts of the creation, we can find nothing 
that will teach us to know: ourſelves; therefore, i 
is ſtall more vain, to try to © ſearch out the At. 
«« MIGHTY to perfection.” We may, however, leam 
from the ſcriptures, all that is neceſſary for us during 
eur abode on earth; and, if we uſe our knowledge 
well, may reſt aſſured, that our faculties will be greatly 
enlarged in a future ſtate. 


Gov graciouſly vouchſafed to the Iſraelites every 
encouragement they could poſſibly deſire. We may A 
alfo aſſure ourſelves, that the ſame AL MIGHTY BNN 
will guide, protect, and bleſs ns if we keep his com- Lon 
mandments. The temporal bleſfings promiſed to the cher 
Keraclites, ſeem to have been intended as a reward fat A 
deſtroying the idolatrous nations: thoſe perſons who the 
were pious and zealous in their love of Go, doubtlek M0 
- looked forward to a better world, and firove to rendet oo 
themſelves worthy of eternal happineſs, by combating Wil © 
their paſſions : ſuch a warfare as the latter, we Chri- Lo! 
| fians are engaged in, and have certain affurances, that 2 
our fidelity to Gon ſhall not go unrewarded ; but good Lol 
perſons muſt reconcile themſelves to misfortunes and * 
difappointments here, as they have no claim to unin- * 
terrupted proſperity, even if they render their beſt fer q 
vices ; becauſe they are not required, like the people ol 
of Iſrael, to fight the Lox »'s battles, and throw then- 4 
ſelves entirely on providence. ot 


SECT. 


Ee 


S ECT. . 


MOSES AGAIN ASCENDS THE MOUNT,—JOSHUA 
axp THE ELDERS BEHOLD THE GLORY OF GOD. 


ND he ſaid unto Moſes, Come up unto 
the LorpD, thou and Aaron, Nadab 
and Abihu, and ſeventy of the elders of Iſ- 
tael: and worſhip ye afar off. | 

And Moſes alone ſhall come near the 
Logp : but they ſhall not come nigh ; net- 
ther ſhall the people go up with him. 

And Moſes came and told the people all 
the words of the Lord, and all the judg- 
ments: and all the people anſwered with one 
voice, and ſaid, All the words which the 
Lozp hath ſaid, will we do. 

And Moſes wrote all the words of the 
Lozp, and roſe up early in the morning, 
and bullded an altar under the hill, and 
welye pillars according to the twelve tribes 
of Iſrael, | 

And he ſent young men of the children 
of Itrael, which offered burnt-offerings, and 
| ſacrificed 


| 
| 
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ſacrificed peace-offerings of oxen unto the 
Lorp. 

And Moſes took half of the blood, and 
put it in baſons; and half of the blood he 
ſprinkled on the altar, 

And he took the book of the covenant, 
and read in the audience of the people: and 
they ſaid, All that the Logp hath ſaid, will 
we do, and be obedient, 

And Moſes took the blood, and ſprinkled 
it on the people, and ſaid, Behold the blood 
of the covenant, which the Lon hath made 
with you concerning all theſe words, 

Then went up Moſes and Aaron, Nadab 


and Abihu, and ſeventy of the elders of 
' Ifrael, 


And they ſaw the God of Iſrael : and there 
was under his feet as it were a paved work 
of ſapphire-ſtone, and as it were the body o 
heaven in his clearneſs. 


And upon the nobles of the children of 


Iſrael, he laid not his hand: alſo they fay 


Gop, and did eat and drink. 
And the Loxp ſaid unto Moſes, Come 
up to me into the mount, and be there: 


and I will give thee tables of ſtone, and 2 
law, 
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ur, and commandments, which I have writ- 
ten, that thou mayeſt teach them, | 

And Moſes roſe up, and his miniſter 
loſiua: and Moſes went up into the mount 
of God. 

And he ſaid unto the elders, Tarry ye 
here for us, until we come again unto you; 
and behold Aaron and Hur are with you: 
if any man have any matters to do, let him 
come unto them, 

And Moſes went up into the mount, and 
a cloud covered the mount, 

And the glory of the Loxd abode upon 
mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it fix 
days: and the ſeventh day he called unto 
Moſes out of the midſt of the cloud. 

And the fight of the glory of the Loxo 
was like devouring fire on the top of the 
mount, in the eyes of the children of Iſrael, 

And Moſes went into the midſt of the 
cloud, and gat him up into the mount : and 
Moſes was in the mount forty days and forty 
nights. 


ANNO- 


374 GOD's GLORY APPEARS, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


| Moles received a freſh command to aſcend the moyy. 
tain, and was ordered to bring Aaron and his fon, 
with ſome of the elders of Ifrael, that they might be 
witneſſes of the glory of Gop; and teſtify to the peg. 


ple, that Moſes was admitted to approach the py; u 
PaESENCE. When, agreeably to his office of a medi. * 
tor, he had declared the words of the Lon d, the peoyle AL 

TH 


expreſſed their willingneſs to obey the will of Gos; 
upon which, Moſes wrote the law in a book, thatit 
might not be forgotten, but frequently repeated 9 
them: they then performed a ſolemn facrifice, with 
many ceremonies, expreſſive of the confirmation of tie 
covenant betwixt Gop and his people ; after which, 
Moſes, and thoſe who were with him, had a nd 
wonderful vifion of the glory of Gop ; but ſo mods. 
rated, that though they were mortal men, they wer 
able to bear it. Moſes then went to receive the lay, 
written on tables of ſtone ; and left the government d 
the people, during his abſence, to Aaron and Hur. 

Moſes remained on the mount ſix days, not daring 
to approach the cloud which covered the glory of tis 
Lon p, till he was called: on the ſeventh day he heard, 
and obeyed the welcome ſummons, and continued it 
the mountain forty days ; during which tine, he ws 
miraculouſly ſuſtained by the power of Gop, witaeut 
the uſual ſupplies of food to nouriſh him. 
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Or Tat TABERNACLE=-THE ARK—THE Mrercy- 
car—THE TABLE AND CANDLESTICK—THE 
ALTaR or BURNT-OFFERING—THE COURT OP 


Tur TABERNACLE. 


ND the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, 
ſaying, 

Speak unto the children of Iſrael, that 
they bring me an offering : of every man 
hat giveth it willingly with his heart, ye 
[hall take my offering. 

And this is the offering which ye ſhall 
ake of them ; gold, and filver, and braſs, 

And blue, and purple, and ſcarlet, and 
ne linen, and goats hair, 

And ram-ſkins dyed red, and badgers- 
ins, and ſhittim-wood, 

Oil for the light, ſpices for anointing oil, 
nd for ſweet incenſe, 

Onyx-ſtones, and ſtones to be ſet in the 
phod and in the breaſt-plate. | 

And let them make me a ſanctuary; that 
may dwell amongſt them. 

5 | Accord- 
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According to all that I ſhew thee, aft loo 
the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pa. WW a 


tern of all the inſtruments thereof, even þ / 
ſhall ye make it. vpe 

And they ſhall make an ark of ſhittin. the 
wood. And thou ſhalt overlay it with pur 5 
gold, within and without: and ſhalt mae wil 
upon it a crown of gold round about, mer 


And thou ſhalt caſt four rings of gold bim 
for it, and put them in the four comen "2! 
thereof. | in 

And thou ſhalt make ſtaves of ſhittim- 


wood, and overlay them with gold. 1 
And thou ſhalt put the ſtaves into e '*® 
rings by the ſides of the ark, that the ak thot 
may be borne with them. bow 
The ſtaves ſhall be in the rings of the ark; A 
they ſhall not be taken from ir. brea 
And thou ſhalt put into the ark the teſt A 
mony which I ſhall give thee. pure 
And thou ſhalt make a mercy-ſeat de 
pure gold. And two cherubims of gol ee 
and make one cherub on the one end, and light 
the other cherub on the other end. * 
And the cherubims ſhall ſtretch forti A 


their wings on high, covering the mercj- 


ſeat with their wings: and their faces ſul 
& 


look 
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look one to another; toward the mercy- ſeat 
ſhall the faces · of the cherubims be. 

And thou ſhalt put the mercy-ſeat above 
upon the ark and in the ark thou ſhalt put 
the teſtimony that I ſhall give thee, 

And there I will meet with thee, and I 
will commune with thee, from above the 
mercy-ſeat, from between the two cheru- 
bims which are upon the ark of the teſti- 
mony, of all things which I will give thee 
in commandment unto the children of 
Iſrael, | 
Thou ſhalt alſo make a table of ſhittim- 
wood, and cover it with pure gold: and 
thou ſhalt make the diſhes, and ſpoons, and 
bowls to cover withal, of pure gold. 

And thou ſhalt ſet upon the table ſhew- 
bread before me alway. 

And thou ſhalt make a candleſtick of 
pure gold, ſix branches inall come out of 
the ſides of it: and thou ſhalt make the 
leven lamps thereof, that they may give 
light over againſt it. 

Moreover, thou ſhalt make the taber- 
nacle with ten curtains of fine twined linen, 
and blue, and purple, and ſcarlet; with 
cherubims 
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cherubims of cunning work ſhalt thou make 
them. VE 

And thou ſhalt make fifty taches of gold, Ml g 
and couple the curtains together with the 
taches; and 1t ſhall be one tabernacle, put 

And thou ſhalt make curtains of goa il of 
hair to be a covering upon the tabernacle; W ma 
eleven curtains ſhalt thou make, / 

And thou ſhalt couple five . curtains by Wi of 
themſelves, and fix curtains by themſelves, WM boo 
and ſhalt double the ſixth curtain in theo! 
fore front of the tabernacle. A 

And the remnant that remaineth of the WW tic! 
curtains of the tent, the half curtain tht Writ! 
remaineth ſhall hang over the back-fide of and 
the tabernacle, the! 

And thou ſhalt make a covering for the A 
tent of rams ſkins dyed red, and a _ 
above of badgers ſkins. 

And thou ſhalt make boards for the taber- 
nacle of ſhittim-wood ſtanding up. 

And thou ſhalt make bars of ſhittin- 
wood, 

And thou ſhalt overlay the boards witl 
gold, and make their rings of gold i 
places for the bars: and thou ſhalt overly 
the bars with gold, 4 
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And thou -ſhalt rear up the tabernacle 
according to the faſhion thereof, which was 
hewed thee in the mount. 

And thou ſhalt make a vail of blue, and 
purple, and ſcarlet, and fine twined linen 
of cunning work: with cherubims ſhall it be 
made, 

And thou ſhalt- hang it upon four pillars 
of ſhittim-wood, overlaid with gold: their 
hooks ſhall be of gold, upon the four ſockets 
of {lver. 

And thou ſhalt hang up the vail under the 
taches, that thou mayeſt bring in thither 
within the vail the ark of the teſtimony ; 
and the vail ſhall divide unto you between 
the holy place and the moſt holy. 

And thou ſhalt put the mercy- ſeat upon 
he ark of the teſtimony, in the moſt holy 
place, 

And thou ſhalt ſet the table without the 
all, and the candleſtick over againſt the 
ible on the fide of the tabernacle toward 
e ſouth : and thou ſhalt put the table on 
ne north-ſide. 
| And thou ſhalt make an hanging for the 
oor of the tent, of blue, and purple, and 
Vor. J. 8 ſcarlet, 


3860 COURT OF THE TABERNACLE. 


ſcarlet, and fine twined linen, wroughtwith 
needle work. 

And thou ſhalt make for the hanging five 
pillars of ſhittim-wood, and overlay them 
with gold, and their hooks. ſhall be of gold; 
and thou ſhalt caſt five ſockets of braſs for 
them. 

And thou ſhalt make an altar of ſhittim. 
wood, five cubits long, and five cubits 
broad; the altar ſhall be four ſquare: and 
the height thereof ſhall be three cubits. 

And thou ſhalt make the horns of it upon 
the four corners thereof; his horns ſhall 
be of the ſame: and thou ſhalt overlay it 
with braſs. 

And thou ſhalt make the court of the 

- tabernacle: for the ſouth-ſide, ſouthward 
there ſhall be hangings for the court of -fine 
twined linen of an hundred cubits long, for 
one fide. 
And the twenty pillars thereof, and their 
twenty ſockets ſhall be of braſs ; the hooks 
of the pillars and their fillets ſhall be of 
ſilver. | 

And likewiſe for the north-ſide in length, 
there ſhall be hangings of an hundred cubits 


long, and his twenty pillars and their 
L twenty 
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twenty ſockets of braſs : the hooks of the 
pillars and their fillets of ſilver. 

And for the breadth of the court on the 
weſt-ſide, ſhall be hangings of fifty cubus ; 
their pillars ten, and their ſockets ten. 

And the breadth of the court on the eaſt- 
fide, eaſtward, ſhall be fifty cubits. 

The hangings of one ſide of the gate ſhall 
be fiſteen cubits : their pillars three, and 
their ſockets three, 

And on the other ſide ſhall be 3 
fifteen cubits: their pillars three, and their 
ſockets three. 

And for the gate of the court, ſhall be an 
hanging of twenty cubits, of blue, and pur- 
ple, and ſcarlet, and fine twined linen, 
wrought with needle-work : and their pillars 
ſhall be four, and their ſockets four. 

All the pillars round about the court ſhall 
be filleted with filver; their hooks ſhall be 
of ſilver, and their ſockets of braſs. 

The length of the court ſhall be an hun- 
cred cubits, and the breadth fifty every 
where, and the height five cubits of fine 
twined linen, and their ſockets of braſs. 

All the veſſels of the tabernacle in all the 
ſervice thereof, and all the pins thereof, and 
all the pins of the court ſhall be of braſs. 

S 2 And 
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And thou ſhalt command the children AH! 
Iſracl, that they bring thee pure oil-oπWWt 
beaten, for the light, to cauſe the lamp io * 
burn always. 

In the tabernacle of the congregata 
without the vail, which is before the tek. 
mony, Aaron and his ſons ſhall order os ”: 
from evening to morning before the Loxy: 
it ſhall be a ſtatute for ever unto their ge 
nerations, on the behalf of the children 
Ifrael. 


form: 
hon! 


f 1d 


ANNOTATIONS anp REFLECTIONS, 1 
ev 

It ſeems, that there was, in many particulars, rally th: 
reſemblance between the religious ceremonies of ised 
heathens and the patriarchs, during the lives of Al puiſhi 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob; for each built altars of for ho 
or earth, and offered ſacrifices; but the former Ma ſol 
theſe divine honours to idols, and the latter adored WiMiheceir: 
living God. Whilſt the children of Iſrael abode ed 

Egypt, they certainly were addicted to 1dolatry; w 
had, in a great meaſure, loſt the knowledge d WW 1s pec 


true God, which Moſes was ſent to reſtore : * au e ſa 
had been ſo much accuſtomed to a ceremonial v 

it might be neceſſary to convey inſtruction by a nig 
variety of ceremonies, in order to prevent their M o 


again after idols; and ſince they were to be & 


* Henry's Expoſition of the Old and New Teſtament 
excellent work, from which I have received great afſiſtance 


_ 
4 
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gu hed as a holy people, and Gop's peculiar church, 


bo were to ſhew forth his name and honour to the 
world, it was expedient, that they ſhould have ſuch 
ums of worſhip as bore evident marks of holinels, 
lenity, and purity 3 in oppoſition to the worſhippers 
{ idols, who had introduced into their - ſacrifices the 
oft ſhocking abſurdities that can be imagined. 

We have reaſon to ſuppoſe, that from the beginning 
of the world, whilſt the worſhip of Gop remained un- 
rrupted, ſome particular place was diſtinguiſhed by 
tokens of the Diving PRESENCE ; for we read, you 
now, that in the days of Enos, men began to call 
pron the name of the Log», or (as it is underſtood to 
mean) joined in publick worſhip. When the Iſraelites 
ere ſeparated from the idolatrous nations, they re- 
eived evident proofs that Gop was amongſt them, 
by the appearance of the cloudy pillar ; and as he pro- 
niſed to diſplay his power and glory to them in a diſtin- 
puiſting manner, he required them to make a ſanctuary, 
r holy place, where he propoſed to manifeſt himſelf 
bn folemn occaſions, God, undoubtedly, could have 
eceived their adorations in heaven; but, as he vouch- 
fed to be the King of the Iſraelites, he choſe to 
ave an earthly palace (or tabernacle); to which, all 
us people ſhould repair to do him homage, by offering 
e ſacrifices he was pleaſed to ordain, accompanied 
ith-prayer and thankſgiving. Moſes was totally un- 
urniſhed with materials for making the tabernacle, 
nd other appurtenences of divine worſhip, and there- 
dre was commanded to apply to the people for their 
oluntary contributions : he likewiſe received particular 
rections from the Lok o, reſpecting the form of the 
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tabernacle, &c. and the materials they ſhould be com. 
poſed of. You may remember, that the Iſraelites wers 
ſupplied with.a variety of things by the Egyptians, d 
which they had hitherto found no uſe; they had now 
an opportunity of applying them to the beſt purpoſe, 
the ſervice of Gop; who was pleaſed to accept them, 
if offered with a willing heart. 

The ark was the firſt thing to be attended to; it wa 
a kind of cheſt or coffer, wherein the tables of the lu 
were carefully kept; it was called the ark of the te. 
mony, becauſe the law depoſited in it was called the 
teſtimony, as it teſtified or witneſſed againſt the people 
if they broke their covenant with Gov ; which they 
Fould not pretend to be ignorant of, . whilſt it continuel 
to be frequently read to them. The covering of the 
ark was called the mercy-ſeat, at each end of which 
was a cherub ; what the particular form of theſe chem. 
bims was Is hard to determine, but we may ſuppoſe, tht 
they were emblems of the holy angels, who alva 
attend the divine preſence. 

Now though it is impoſſible. for us to know all thi 
was meant by the Jewiſh inſtitutions, I think we my 
conſider the ark as a repreſentation of the heart of man, 
in which the commandments of Gop ſhould be treaſured 
up. The mercy-ſeat, ſanctified by the divine preſence 
ſerved to denote, that if they kept the law, Gop wouls 
preſerve them by his mercy, conſtantly protect them, and 
ſhew them his glory in as evident a manner, 28 it is df 
played to the angels that ſurround his heavenly throne, 
tho? not ſo majeſtically. The candleſtick was intendel 
to give light in the tabernacle; it conſiſted of ſix branches 
which, together with the top, held fever: lights; ' 

might 


9 
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might ſerve to remind them, that the holy Spirit of 
God would enlighten the minds of his faithful ſervants, 

i that illuminated the tabernacle. The table of ſhew- 

bread (as it was called) ſeems to have been intended 

o intimate to them, that they ſhould return thanks to 
Cod for their daily ſupply of proviſions. 

As the people dwelt in tents, the houſe of the Lox op 
as of the ſame nature, that it might conveniently 
be carried with them as they journeyed. from place 
o place: the curtains which. ſurrounded it, were ems 
broidexed with cherubims; to denote, perhaps, that 
Cod is ſurrounded by angels. In order that the 
beauty of this elegant covering might not be injured, 
there was another of coarſer texture, at a little diſtance, 
to keep it from the rain ; and a thard, of rams ſkins, 
dyed red, and badgers ſkins, ſuppoſed to be a kind of 
ine ſtrong leather. 1 573 

The vail which ſeparated the holy place from the 
moſt holy, as it contained the mercy-ſeat with the che- 
rubims, from whence the Lox D promiſed to manifeſt 
his glory, was a type or ſhadow of heaven; this the 
people, on account of their manifold fins, were un- 
worthy to enter; but as he would graciouſly accept 
the ſervices they paid in obedience to his commands, 
he ordered an altar to be raiſed for offering their ſacri- 
ices. On this altar were offered thoſe animals whoſe 
lies were accepted inſtead of the people's. Every one 
of the Iſraelites, undoubtedly, offended Gov daily; 
and as they had repeatedly broken the covenants which 
he had made with them, they had not the power of 
cleanſing their ſouls from guilt; as guilty creatures, 
they were unworthy to appear before the Lox p, neither 
S 4 could 
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could they claim his protection. Gop was graciouſy 
pleaſed, therefore, to appoint a means econciliation, 
and to accept the life of an animal in lieu of that of 
a ſinner; and to forgive his paſt fins, upon condition 
that he offered it with contrition and fincere purpcſts 
of amendment, This kind of ſacrifices was likeniſe 
a ſhadow or type (as it is commonly called) of the preat 
: tonement and ſatisfaction which the promiſed ſeed, 
or Saviour, ſhould afterwards make for the fins of 
the whole world, as you will more clearly underſtand 
when you are inſtructed in the principles of the Chuil. 
tian religion. 

The court of the tabernacle was the place in which the 
people aſſembled, and might be conſidered as a church, 
wherein all met together to ſerve God and to learn his 
law, in order that they might be able to qualify then- 
ſelves for his favour by the practice of their duty, 

You may obſerve, my dear, that in the Jewiſh rei- 
on, a great deal of ſpiritual meaning and inſtruction i 
contained; but I ſhall hope to convince you, that the 
Chriſtian is much ſuperior ; and therefore I would not 
have you, at preſent, employ much thought about thele 
ceremonies, as they are totally aboliſhed by a new and 
more perfect diſpenſation. 
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SECT. XLL 


1A4RON anD HIS SONS SEPARATED FOR THE 
PRIEST'S OFFICE —THE HOLY GARMENTS DE. 


SCRIBED., 


ND take thou unto thee” Aaron thy 
A brother, and his fons with him, from 
among the children of Iſrael, that he may 
miniſter unto me in the prieſt's office, even 
Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar and Itha- 
mar, Aaron's ſons. 

And thou ſhalt make holy garments for 
Aaron thy brother, for glory and for beauty. 

And thou ſhalt ſpeak unto all that are 
wiſe-hearted, whom 1 have filled with the 
ſpirit of wiſdom, that they may make Aaron's 
garments to conſecrate him, that he may mi- 
niſter unto me in the prieſt's office. 

And theſe are the garments which they 
ſhall make; a breaſt- plate, and an ephod, 
and a robe, and a broidered coat, a mitre, 
and a girdle, and they ſhall make holy gar- 
ments for Aaron thy brother, and his ſons, 

8 5 that 
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that he may miniſter unto me in the prief!s 

8 

And they ſhall make the ephod of gold, 
of blue, and of purple, of ſcarlet, and fine 

twined linen, with cunning work. 

And the curious girdle of the ephod, which 
is upon it, ſhall be of the ſame, according 
to the work thereof; even of gold, of blue, 
and purple, and ſcarlet, and fine twined 
linen. 

And thou ſhalt take two onyx-ſtones, and 
grave on them the names of the children of 
Iſrael. 

Six of their names on one ſtone, and the 
other ſix names of the reſt on the other ſtone, 
according to their birth, to be ſet in ouches 
of gold. 

And thou ſhalt put the two ſtones upon 
the ſhoulders of the ephod, for ſtones 
memorial unto the children of Iſrael: and 
Aaron ſhall bear their names before the Logo 
upon his two ſhoulders for a memorial. 

And thou ſhalt make ouches of gold. 

And two chains of pure gold at the ends: 
of wreathen work ſhalt thou make them, and 


faſten the wreathen chains to the ouches. 
And 


- 


an 


an 
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And thou ſhalt make the breaſt-plate of 
judgment with cunning work: after the work 
of the ephod thou ſhalt make it : of gold, 
of blue, and of purple, and of ſcarlet, and of 
ine twined linen ſhalt thou make it. 

And thou ſhalt ſet in it ſettings of ſtones, 
even four rows of ſtones : the firſt row ſhall 
he a ſardius, a topaz, and a carbuncle: this 
mall be the firſt row. 

And the ſecond row ſhall be an emerald, 
2 ſapphire, and a diamond. 

And the third row a ligure, an agate, and 
an amethyſt, 

And the fourth row a beryl, and an onyx, 
and a jaſper: they ſhall be ſet in gold in 
their encloſings. 

And the ſtones ſhall be with the names of 
the children of Iſracl, twelve, according to 
their names; like the engravings of a ſignet, 
every one with his name ſhall they be ac- 
cording to the twelve tribes. 

And thou ſhalt make upon the breaſt-plate 
Chains at the ends, and two. rings of gold. 

And they ſhall bind the breaſt-plate by the 
rings t::ereof unto the rings. of the ephod, 
with a lace of blue, that it may be above 
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the curious girdle of the ephod, and that the 
breaſt-plate be not looſed from the ephod. 

And Aaron ſhall bear the names of the 
children of Iſrael in the breaſt-plate of judg. 
ment, upon his heart, when he goeth in unto 
the holy place, for a memorial before the 
Loxp continually. 

And thou ſhalt put in the breaſt-plate of 
judgment, the Urim and the Thummim; 
and they ſhall be upon Aaron's heart when 
he goeth in before the Lord : and Aaron 
ſhall bear the judgment of the children of 
Iſrael upon his heart before the Lorp con- 
tinually. 

And thou ſhalt make the robe of the ephod 
all of blue. 

And beneath upon the hem of it thou ſhalt 
make pomegranates of blue, and of purple, 


and of fcarlet round about the hem thereof; 


and bells of gold between them round about, 
And it ſhall be upon Aaron to miniſter: 
and his ſound ſhall be heard when he goeth 
in unto the holy place before the LoxD; and 
when he cometh out ; that he die not. 
And thou ſhalt make a plate of pure gold, 


and grave upon it, like the engravings 
of 
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of a ſignet, HOLINESS TO THE 
LORD. J 

And thou ſhalt put it on a blue lace, that 
ir may be upon the mitre: upon the fore front 
of the mitre it ſhall be. 

And it ſhall be upon Aaron's forehead, 
that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy 
things, which the children of Iſrael ſhall 
hallow in all their holy gifts: and it ſhall be 
always upon his forehead, that they may be 
accepted before the LoRD. 

And thou ſhalt embroider the coat of fine 
ben, and thou ſhalt make the mitre of fine 
linen, and thou ſhalt make the girdle of 
needle-work. 

And for Aaron's ſons thou ſhalt make 
coats, and thou ſhalt make for them girdles, 
and bonnets ſhalt thou make for them, for 
glory and for beauty. 

And thou ſhalt put them upon Aaron thy 
brother, and his ſons with him: and ſhalt 
anoint them, and conſecrate them, and ſanc- 
tify them, that they may miniſter unto me 
in the prieſt's office. 


A NN O- 


rr 


| the place where he had diſplayed his goodneſs and 
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ANNOTATIONS A&D REFLECTIONS, 


+ Anciently every maſter of a family was a prieſt, but 
as the Loxp had appointed a tabernacle, or habitation 
of his holineſs, and had forbidden the people to enter 


mercy, it became neceſſary, that an order of prieſthood th 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed : accordingly, the Log ſeparated an 
Aaron and his ſons to be employed in his immediate nol 
ſervice; Aaron as high-prieſt, or principal miniſter, | 
his ſons as aſſiſtants; and to diſtinguiſh them from the T, 
common people, as well as to remind them that they the 
were engaged in ſolemn duties, they had peculiar gu- ex: 
ments provided. 'The dreſs of the high-prieſt was very Ge 


magnificent, to denote the dignity of his office ; which bis 
was to offer ſacrifices for the people, ailure them of WW qu; 
Gop's pardon, and pronounce the bleſſing of the ent 
Loxp., The ephod was a ſhort coat without fleeves, ma 
buttoned cloſe to him, richly ornamented with gold; u fore 
which belonged a girdle of the ſame. On the two pre- thi 
cious ones, which faſtened the ſhoulder-pieces, were of ( 
engraven the names of the twelve tribes ; to ſigni, hea 


that he' ſhould, as it were, carry all the people wit por 
him into Gop's preſence, and that the Loxp would fit f 
protect the whole race of Iſrael. The names of all de al! 
tribes were alſo engraven on the breaſt-plate which E 
wore, to remind him of recommending them to G00 
favour. The bells at the bottom of the robe of the 
ephod ſerved, by their ſound, to inform the peop 
(who were in the outward court) when the high-prit 


went into the holy place to bring incenſe, The mim 
vs 


* 
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w2s a cap of fine linen, with a plate of gold faſtened 
to the front of it, on which was engraven Horix Ess 
70 ruE LokD; to remind the prieſt, that he was de- 
voted to GoD,. and therefore ought to be a holy perſon, 
and conſider the honour of God in all his miniftrations : 


renerate the high-prieſt, but not to adore him; becauſe 
the LoR h only is MOST HOLY, though his miniſters 
tre certainly honourable, and therefore entitled to the 
reſpet and affection of their people. 

[ cannot, my dear, inform you what the UR IM and 
Tuvuutu was, for the learned are not able to ſatisfy 
themſelves in this particular, as the ſcriptures do not 
explain it. All we can know for a certainty is, that 
| Gov had been pleaſed to appoint a means of making 

his holy will known to the high-prieſt, who was re- 
quired to array himſelf in the ſacred veſtments when he 

entered the ſanctuary, and not to expect revelation as a 

man, but as a miniſter of the Lox Dp. We may there- 
| fore ſuppoſe that the URI and Tn uu uu was ſome- 
thing belonging to the breaſt- plate, perhaps the name 
of Gop engraven within: ſide, on applying which to his 
heart, the high-prieſt was required to recollect the im- 
portant ofice he was engaged in, and to make himſelf 
ht for the reception of the divine energy; by baniſhing 
al worldly thoughts and affections, whilſt he was acting 
3 a mediator, whoſe buſineſs it was to preſent the pray- 
ers of the people to the throne of grace, and make known 
io them the will of the Lon p. 


SECT, 


* likewiſe intimated to the people, that they were to- 
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SECT. M. 


THE ALTAR OF INCENSE=—THE RANSOM OF Sou 


THE HOLY ANOINTING OiL—THE PerruyL, un 
tha 

ND thou ſhalt make an altar to bum tho 
incenſe upon: of ſhittim-wood ſhalt 

thou make it. We 
And thou ſhalt overlay it with pure gold, 50 
the top therefore, and the ſides thereof [ 
round about, and the horns thereof: and 28 
thou ſhalt make unto it a crown. of gold whe 
round about. ad» 
And thou ſhalt put it before the vail tha WW * 

is by the ark of the teſtimony ; before the WF" 
mercy-ſeat that 1s over the teſtimony, where Pe 
I will meet with thee. 1 i 
And Aaron ſhall burn thereon ſweet in- c | 
cenſe every morning: when he dreſſeth the = 


lamps he ſhall burn incenſe upon it. 

And when Aaron lighteth the lamps a 
even, ke ſhall burn incenſe upon it: a pet 
petual incenſe before the Lon o, throughout 

your generations, 


Aud 
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And the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes, ſay- 
ing, 
When thou takeſt the ſum of the children 
of Iſrael, after their number: then ſhall 
they give every man a ranſom for his ſoul 
unto the LorD, when thou-numbereſt them: 
that there be no plague amongſt them, when 
thou numbereſt them. 

Every one that paſſeth among them that 
are numbered from twenty years old and 
above, ſhall give an offering unto the LoRD, 

The rich ſhall not give more, and the 
poor ſhall not give leſs than half a ſnekel, 
when they give an offering unto the Lorp, 
to make an atonement for your ſouls. 

And thou ſhalt take the atonement- 
money of the children of Iſrael, and ſhalt 
appoint it for the ſervice of the tabernacle 
ot the congregation ; that it may be a me- 
morial unto the children of Iſrael before 
the Loxb, to make an atonement for your 
ſouls, 

And the Lord ſpake unto 2 ſay- 
ing, 

Thou ſhalt alſo make a laver of braſs, 
aud his foot alſo of braſs, to waſh withal : 
| and thou ſhalt put it between the taberna- 
cle 


+ 
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cle of the congregation, and the altar, and 
thou ſhalt put water therein, 

For Aaron and his ſons - ſhall waſh their 
hands and their feet thereat. 1525 

When they go into the tabernacle of the 
congregation, they ſhall waſh with water, 
that they die not: or when they come near 
to the altar to miniſter, to burn offering 
made by fire unto the Lorne. 

So they ſhall waſh their hands and their 
feet; that they die not: and it ſhall bea 
ſtatute for ever to them, even to him and to 
his ſeed chroughout their generations. 
Moreover the LoxD ſpake unto Moſes, 
ſaying, - 

Thou ſhalt make an oil of-holy ointment, 
and thou ſhalt anoint the tabernacle, the 
ark of the teſtimony, the table and all its 
veſſels, the altar of incenſe, [and all the holy 
things.] 

Upon man's fleſh ſhall it not be poured, 
neither ſhall ye make any other like it, after 
the compoſition of it: it is holy, and i 
ſhall be holy unto you. 

Whoſoever compoundeth any like it, « 
whoſoever putteth any of it upon a ſtrange 
ſhall even be cut off from his people. * 
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And thou ſhalt beat ſome of it very ſmall, 
and put of it before the teſtimony in the 
tabernacle of the congregation, where 1 
will meet with thee: it ſhall: be unto you 


moſt holy. 


Y 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


The incenſe which was offered upon the golden altar, 
conſiſted of ſweet ſpices and frankincenſe, which were 
thrown upon fire that was brought in a cenſer, and 
placed upon the altar before the veil which covered the 
mercy-ſeat; this occaſioned a moſt comfortable ſmell : 
whilſt the prieſt was burning it, the people reMained in 
prayer, without which the ſacrifice was uſeleſs to them; 
but it ſerved to intimate, that the Loxp required them 
to offer up prayers and thankſgivings at leaſt morning 
and evening ; and to encourage hopes, that if they ad- 
dreſſed him with faith and fervency, their prayers 
ſhould aſcend to heaven like the ſmoke of the incenſe, 
and be accepted by him like a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour.“ 
As the ſacrifices of live animals on the brazen altar, 
made ſatisfaction for what the people had done dif- 
plealing to Gop ; what they did well, was offered to 
bis acceptance on the golden altar. 

Whether the tribute was an annual tax, or only paid. 
when the people were numbered, is uncertain ; the ſum 
required was about fifteen pence of our money, and 
ſews that God is no reſpecter of perſons, but that the 
ſouls of the poor are as precious in his fight as thoſe of 
lae rich, the ſame price was fixed for all. Hereby they 
| . acknowledged 
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acknowledged that they received their lives from Gag, 
that they had forfeited them to him, and that they de. 
pended upon his power and patience for the continuance 
of them; and as they did homage to Gop for their 
lives, they hoped to eſcape thoſe plagues which their 
ſis had juſtly deſerved. The laver was a large veſ{| 


that would contain a great quantity of water, for the 


prieſt and his ſons to waſh in before they engaged in 
religious ſervices, to denote that they ſhould obſerve 
purity in all their miniſtrations. | 

Every ſacred thing was to be anointed with oil of a 
peculiar compoſition, to diſtinguiſh it as an inſtrument 
of holy worſhip ; and neither that, nor the perfume to 
be ſacrificed on the altar of incenſe, muſt, on any 
pretence, be applied to common uſes : this diſtinCtion 
taught the people, that it was requiſite they ſhould ob- 
ſerve the utmoſt honqur and reverence in Gon! fer. 
vice. 


SECT, 


[ 399 ] 


SE CT. XII. 


Tut ISRAELITES worsHIP THE GOLDEN 
- LEO; 


ND the Lozp ſpake unto Moſes, ſay- 
ing, 

Speak thou alſo unto the children of Iſrael, 
ſaying, Verily my fabbaths ye ſhall keep: 
for it is a ſign between me and you through- 
out your generations; that ye may know 
that I am the Lox, that doth ſanctify you. 

Ye ſhall keep the ſabbath therefore: for 
it is holy unto you. Every one that de- 
fileth it ſhall ſurely be put to death; for 
whoſoever doeth any work therein, that ſoul 
ſhall be cut off from amongſt his people. 

Six days may work be done; but in the 
ſeventh is the ſabbath of reſt, holy to the 
Lokp : whoſoever doeth any work in the 
labbath-day, he ſhall ſurely be put to death. 

Wherefore. the children of Iſrael ſhall 
keep the ſabbath, to obſerve the ſabbath 
throughout 
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throughout their generations, for a perpe. 
tual covenant. 

It is a ſign between me and the children 
of Iſrael for ever: for in fix days the Lox 
made heaven and earth, and on the ſeventh 
day he reſted, and was refreſhed, 

And he gave unto Moſes, when he had 
made an end of communing with him upon 
mount Sinai, two tables of teſtimoay, tables 
of ſtone, written with the finger of Gop, 

And when the people ſaw that Moſes 
delayed to come down out of the mount 
the people gathered themſelves together 
unto Aaron, and ſaid unto him, Up, make 
us gods, which ſhall go. before us; for u 
for this Moſes, the man that brought us up 
out of the land of Egypt, we wot not wht 
1s become of him. 

And Aaron ſaid -unto them, Break of 
the golden ear-rings which are in the eu 
of your wives, of your ſons, and of yout 
daughters, and bring them unto me. 

And all the people brake off the golden 
ear-rings, which were in their ears, ad 
brought them unto Aaron. 

And he received them at their hand, an 
faſhioned it with a graving tool, after it 
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had made it a molten calf : and they faid, 
Theſe be thy gods, O Iſrael, which brought 
thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

And when Aaron ſaw it, he built an 
altar before it; and Aaron made proclama- 
tion, and ſaid, To-morrow is a feaſt to the 
LozD. 

And they roſe up early on the morrow, 
and offered burnt-offerings, and brought 
peace-offerings: and the people ſat down 
to eat and to drink, and roſe up to play. 

And the Loxp ſaid unto Moſes, Go, get 
thee, down: for thy people, which thou 
broughteſt out of the land of Egypt, have 
corrupted themſelves. 

They have turned aſide quickly out of 
the way which I commanded them : they 
have made them a molten calf, and have 
worſhipped it, and have ſacrificed thereunto, 
and ſaid, Theſe be thy gods, O Iſrael, which 
have brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt. 

And the Lok ſaid unto Moſes, I have 
ſeen this people, and behold, it is a ſtiff- 
necked people. 

Now therefore let me alone, that my 
wrath may wax hot againſt them, and that 

| I may 
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1 may conſume them: and I will n of 
thee a great nation, 

And Moſes beſought the Lord his Gon, 
and ſaid, Lon D why doth thy wrath wa 
hot againſt thy people, which thou haf 
brought forth out of the land of Egypt with 
great power and with a mighty hand ? 

Wherefore ſhould the Egyptians ſpeak 
and ſay, For miſchief did he bring then 
out, to ſlay them in the mountains, and vb, 
conſume them from the face of the earth! 
Turn from. thy fierce wrath, and repent d 
this evil againſt thy people. 

Remember Abraham, Iſaac, and Iſa 
thy ſervants, to whom thou ſwareſt by 
thine own ſelf, and ſaidſt unto them, I wil 
multiply your ſeed as the ſtars of heaven 
and all this land that I have ſpoken d 
will I give unto your ſeed, and they ſul 
inherit it for ever. 

And the Lonp repented of the evil whit 
he thought to do unto his people. 

And Moſes turned, and went down fron 
the mount; and the two tables of the tel 
mony were in his hand: the tables ve 
written on both their ſides ; on the one lit 
and on the other were they written, 


And 
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And the tables were the work of God, 
and the writing was the writing of Gop, 
graven upon the tables. 

And when Joſhua heard the noiſe of the 
people, as they ſhouted, he ſaid unto Mo- 
ſes, there is a noiſe of war in the camp. 

And he ſaid, It is not the voice of them 
that ſhour for maſtery, neither is it the 
voice of them that cry for being overcome: 
but the noiſe of them that ſing, do J hear. 

And it came to paſs as ſoon as he came 
12h unto the camp, that he ſaw the calf, 
and the dancing: and Moſes' anger waxed 

(Wot, and he caſt the tables out of his hands, 
nd brake them beneath the mount. 

And he took the calf which they had made, 
d burnt it in the fire, and ground it to 
powder, and ſtrewed it upon the water, and 
ade the children of Iſrael drink of it. 

And Moſes ſaid unto Aaron. What did 
's people unto thee, that thou haſt brought 
great a ſin upon them? 
And Aaron ſaid, Let not the anger of my 
rd wax hot: thou knoweſt the People, 
at they are ſet on miſchief, 

For they ſaid unto me, Make us gods, 
- ſhall go before us: for as for this 
nt. L T Moſes, 


ul 


— 
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Moſes, the man that brought us up out of 
the land of Egypt, we wot not what is he: 


come of him. 
And I ſaid unto them, Whoſoever hath 


any gold, let them break it off: ſo they : 
gave it me: then I caſt it into the fire, and a 
there came out this calf. L 

And when Moſes ſaw that the peopt a 
were naked (for Aaron had made then 1 
naked unto their ſhame amongſt their ene. 4 
mies) 

Then Moſes ſtood in the gate of the A 


camp, and ſaid, Who is on the Loxoy's fide? * 
let him come unto me. And all the fon 
of Levi gathered themſelves together unn 
him. 

And he ſaid unto them, Thus faith the c 
Loxpd Gop of Iſrael, Put every man tu 
ſword by his ſide, and go in and out fron hel 

| of 
gate to gate throughout the camp, and i 
every man his brother, and every man tus 
companion, and every man his neighbour, 

And the children of Levi did accorduy 
to the word of Moſes : and there fell of tit 
people that day about three thouſand met, 

For Moſes had faid, Conſecrate you 
ſelves to-day to the Lorp, even every Ml 
wp 
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5 
upon his ſon, and upon his brother: that he 
may beſtow upon you a bleſſing this day. 

And it came to paſs on the morrow, that 
Moſes ſaid unto the people, Ye have ſinned 
a great ſin: and now I will go up unto the 
Loxd ; peradventure I ſhall make an atone- 
ment for your fin. 

And Moſes returned unto the Lok, and 
ſaid, Oh, this people have ſinned a great 
ſin, and have made them gods of gold. 

Yet now if thou wilt, forgive their fin : 
and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy 
book which thou haſt written. 

And the Lob ſaid unto Moſes, Whoſo- 
ever hath ſinned againſt me, him wall I blot 
cut of my book. 

Therefore now go, lead the people unto 
the place of which I have ſpoken unto thee: 
behold, mine angel ſhall go before thee : 
nevertheleſs, in the day when I viſit, I will 
viſt their fin upon them. | 

And the Lonxp plagued the people, be- 
cauſe they made the calf, which Aaron 
made. | | 

And the Lox ſaid unto Moſes, Depart, 
and go up hence, thou and the people, 
hich thou haſt brought up out of the land 
1 of 
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of Egypt, unto the land which I ſware unt 
Abraham, to Iſaac, and to Jacob, ſaying, 
Unto thy ſeed will I give it: 

And I will ſend an angel before thee: and 
I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, 
and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hi. 
vite, and the Jebuſite: 

Unto a land flowing with milk and honey; 
for I will not go up in the midſt of thee; 
for thou art a ſtiff-necked people, leſt I con- 
ſume thee in the way. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


As the children of Iſrael had ſo much work allotted 
them (to be done with expedition) in preparation for | 
the tabernacle, they might have imagined themſehrs ** 


exempted for a time, from a regular obſervance of the 7 
ſabbath ; therefore Moſes received a command, to tel * 
them expreſsly from Gop, that they muſt continue i hh 
ſanctiſy it, and on no pretence profane it. per 


I deſire, my dear, you will remark how repeated = 
they were enjoined to keep the ſabbath-day holy; and p. 
that this ſection gives the particular reaſons why the 
ſhould do ſo: It was to be a /gn, to diftinguiſh then 


from other nations as a holy people. | 
You know that Man, as ſoon as he was created 


received command to keep the ſeventh day holy, 


cauſe on it the Alu Hr reſted from 2 8 


| 
Dy. 
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and, without doubt, this cuſtom was obſerved by SeTH, 
-nd all the deſcendants of Apam, as long as they re- 
mined the worſhip of the true God; but, long before 
the time of the Iſraelites ſojourning in the wilderneſs, 
idolatry had taken place, and many nations had quite 
t alde this inftitution of the ſabbath, and forgot the 
occaſion of it; therefore the obſervance of it, diſtin- 
guiſhed the worſhippers of God from the heathens (or 
worſhippers of falſe deities) ; and was, at the fame 
| time, a ſign of his favour to them, and one of the 
moſt laſting tokens of his covenant ; in ſhort, it was 
the very ground-work of all their ordinances ; thoſe 
who broke it, ſhut themſelves out from the favour of 
Gov. 

By the © tables of teſtimony being written by the 
« fnger of God,” you are to underſtand, that they 
were written by the immediate power of the ALM1GH=- 
TY, to prove that it really was his work, 

How ftrange does it appear, that in ſo ſhort a time 
after the wonders they had both ſeen and heard, the 
Iſraelites ſhould fall into the fin of 1dolatry ! It ſeems, 
they began to give over any expectation of Moſes” 
return, and were impatient to purſue their journey ; 
perhaps they ſuppoſed, that he had periſhed in the de- 
vouring fire that appeared as a token of the prvixe 
P:::ENCu: on the top of the mountain, and that the 
Couly pillar would no longer guide them towards Ca- 
an; they therefore reſolved to have ſome viſible re- 
preſentation of God, according to their former prac- 
uce of making images of imaginary deities. What 
the particular form of this idol was, and why Aaron 
mace it, would afford us but little uſeful inſtruction, 

"0 could 
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could we obtain certain information reſpecting it; but 
as there is great obſcurity in the paſſage, it will be 
better not to dwell upon it; for our own ſenſe ant 
reaſon will tell us, that the crime was ſo atrocious, yy 0 
to render them objects of God's diſpleaſure, and us 1 
cannot wonder he ſhould expreſs his anger againſt them; 
but you muſt not imagine, my dear, that ſuch a per. 
fect Being as Gop 1s ſubject to paſſions, which ſone. 
times riſe to an improper height and then ſubſide; like 
thoſe which agitate the human mind, producing te. 
ſentment, revenge, hatred and malice, The anger of 
God is very different from the anger of men; for it i 
founded upon juſtice, and moderated by mercy ; when, 
therefore, you read that“ Gob is angry,” that his 
« wrath is hot, &c.“ you are to underſtand, that the 
wickedneſs of man requires that he ſhould puniſh then 
with ſuch ſeverity as wrath and anger would ſugget: 
and when it is ſaid he repented, you are to underſtand, 
that he abated the rigour of the ſentence, and puniſtel 
in a leſs degree than ſinners have reaſon to expect. [n 
the preſent inſtance, I think it appears, that Goo put 
the affection of Moſes for the children of Iſrael, to the 
proof, by pointing out how greatly they had expoſed 
themſelves to the judgments of Gop, and giving hm 
an opportunity of acting the part of a mediator ; . 
cordingly you find, that Moſes, with the moſt er- 
emplary generoſity of mind, preferred their intereſt to 
his own, and pleaded for them with the utmoſt earnet- 
neſs; Gop honoured him by accepting his prajth 
. aſſuring him, that for his ſake their puniſhment ſhoul 
be leſſened. 
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No wonder that Moſes was provoked to ſo great a 
degree, when he found the Iſraelites in the very act 
of rebellion againſt their heavenly KING; or that he 
ould break the tables of the teſtimony, when he un- 
lertood that they had broken the covenant which the 
tables teſtified of: neither can we think he was angry 
beyond juſt bounds, when he deſtroyed the idol, and 
made them drink the duſt he reduced it to. 

From the excuſe that Aaron made for himſelf, he 


ſcems to have been influenced by fear of the people, 


and defirous to amuſe them till Moſes returned. They 
were guilty of preſumptuous fin, he only gave way 
to the infirmity of his nature; and was induced to do 
through fear, what the Iſraelites required from a ſpirit 
of impiety to Gop, and ingratitude to Moſes : fo you 
ſee, his guilt was not ſo great as theirs ; but he cer- 
tainly was very blameable, for he ought to have re- 
collected the inſtances he had fern of the power and 
goodneſs of Gop, and not have given way to any per- 


| ſuahons or threatenings that were exerted to lead him 


from his duty. p 

It is ſaid, that Aaron had made them“ naked to 
** their enemies;” which means, that by breaking the 
covenant, they were expoſed to their enemies ; who 
would be too powerful for them when they had loſt the 
protection of Gop, who had hitherto defended them as 
with a ſhield, 

It is very ſhocking to read of people's ſlaying their 
own relations; but you muſt obſerve, that it was Gop's 
command ; and, in all probability, thoſe who were 
ſain by the Levites, were remarkably wicked, and 
v0u!d have perſiſted in their fin ; for Gop knew their 

T4 very 
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very hearts, or he could not have informed Moſes of 
the tranſaction, even whilft they were engaged in it; 
and it certainly became a duty in the Iſraelites to exe, 
cute the will of Gop, when he required them to don 
as a proof of the ſincerity of their own attachment tg 
himſelf, and their determined purpoſe to root out 
idolatry from amongſt them. Though three thouſand 
feems a great number to us, it was but a ſmall part af 
the people of Iſrael. 

When this act of divine juſtice was performed, My. 
ſes returned again to the mountain; for the people 
could not themſelves, after ſuch an offence, apply v 
Gop for favour and protection, but ſtood in need of 
a mediator, who had not been partaker of their fn, 
to make interceſſion for them. Moſes was fo ver 
ſolicitous to obtain this bleſſing for the people, that he 
even intreated to dic, rather than fee them "under de 
diſpleaſure of Gop ; which ſeems to be the meaning of 
being ** blotted out of the book of life.” 

Gop, therefore, at Moſes' requeſt, promiſed to ſpare 
them for this time; and that he would fend his angel 
(or an evident mark of divine power) to ſtrike fear into 
the. Cananites, before Moſes, to encourage him in hy 
progreſs towards the land of Canaan; aad would cer- 
tainly fulfil the promiſes made to Abraham, Ifaac, and 
Jacob, by driving out the idolatrous nations ; but as the 
people of 1{raelwere ſo rebellious, that they were con- 
tinually committing acts of impiety, and inſulting the 
majeſty of God, the token of his PxeEszNCe ſhould not 
any longer remain amen them, as it had hitherto done; 
becauſe, ſhould they make another idol, it would bes 
gieat aggravation of their fin to inſult Gop fo openly. 


SE CT. 
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MOSES peSiREs TO BEHOLD THE GLORY OF 
GOD— Tus NamE oF ThE LORD ro- 


CLAIMED=—A COVENANT MADE. 


ND when the people heard theſe evil 
tidings, they mourned : and no man 
did put on him his ornaments. 

For the Loxp had ſaid vnto Moſes, Say 
unto the children of Ifrael, Ye are a ſtiff- 
necked people: I will come up into the 
midſt of thee in a moment, and conſume 
thee; therefore now put off thy ornaments 
from thee, that I may know what to do unto 
thee, 

And the children of Iſrael firipe them- 
ſelyes of their ornaments by the mount 
Horeb, 

And Moſes took the tabernacle, and 
pitched it without the camp, afar off from 
the camp, and called: it the Tabernacle of 
the congregation, And it came to paſs, 


| that every one which ſought the Logo, 


Ts went 
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went out unto the tabernacle of the conore- 
gation, which was without the camp, 

And it came to paſs, when Moſes went 
out unto the tabernacle, that all the people 
roſe up, and ſtood every man at his tent- 
door, and looked after Moſes, until he wa 
gone into the tabernacle, 

And it came to paſs, as Moſes entered 
into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar de. 
ſcended, and ſtood at the door of the taber- 
nacle, and the LORD talked with Moſes, 

And all the people ſaw the cloudy pillar 
ſtand at the tabernacle-door : and all the 
people roſe up and worſhipped, every man 
in his tent-door, 

And the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes face 
to face, as a man ſpeaketh unto his friend, 
And he turned again into the camp: but 
his ſervant Joſhua, the ſon of Nun, a young 
2 not out of the tabernacle. 

nd Moſes ſaid unto the Loxp, See, 
thou ſayeſt unto me, Bring up this people: 
and thou haſt not let me know whom thou 
wilt ſend with me. Yet thou haſt ſaid, | 
know thee by name, and thou haſt alla 

found grace in my ſight, 
Now 
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Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have 
found grace in thy ſight, ſhew me now thy 
way that I may know thee, that I may 
find grace in thy ſight: and conſider that 
this nation is thy people. 

And he ſaid, My preſence ſhall go with 
thee, and I will give thee reſt. 

And he ſaid unto him, If thy preſence go 
not with me, carry us not up hence. 

For wherein ſhall it be known here, that 
I and thy people have found grace in thy 
ſight? Is it not in that thou goeſt with us? 
So ſhall we be ſeparated, I and thy people, 
from all the people that are upon the face 
of the earth. 

And the Lorp ſaid unto Moſes, I will 
do this thing alſo that thou haſt ſpoken : for 
thou haſt found grace in my ſight ; and I 
know thee by name. 

And he ſaid, I beſeech thee, ſhew me thy 
glory. 

And he ſaid, I will make all my good- 
nels paſs before thee, and I will proclaim 
the name of the Lorp before thee; and 
will be gracious to whom J will be gracious, 
and will ſhew mercy on whom I will ſhew 
mercy, 


T6 | And 
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And he ſaid, Thou canſt not ſee my face: 
for there ſhall no man ſee me, and live, 
And the Lorp ſaid, Behold, there i; 
a place by me, and thou ſhalt ſtand upon x 
rock : 

And it ſhall come to paſs, while my 
glory paſſeth by, that I will put thee in 
clift of the rock ; and will cover thee with 
my hand while I paſs by. 

And I will take away mine hand, and 
thou ſhalt ſee my back parts : but my face 
ſhall not be ſeen. 

And the Lorp ſaid unto Moſes, Hey 
thee two tables of ſtone, like unto the firſt: 
and I will write upon theſe tables, the words 
that were in the firſt tables, which thou 
brakeſt. 

And pe ready in the morning, and come 
up in the morning unto mount Sinai, and 
preſent thyſelf there to me in the top of the 
mount. 

And no man ſhall come up with thee, 
neither let any man be ſeen throughout all 
the mount: neither let the flocks nor herds 
feed before that mount. 

end he hewed two tables of ſtone like 


unto the firſt: and Moſes roſe up early 5 
the 


t. 
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the morning, and went up into mount 
Sinai, as the Loxo had commanded him, 
and took in his hand the two tables of ſtone. 

And the Lok deſcended in the cloud, 
and ſtood with him there, and proclaimed 
the name of the Lox D. | 

And the Lord paſſed by before him, and 
proclaimed, The Lord, the Lorp Gop, 
merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, and 
abundant in goodneſs and truth. 

Keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving 
iniquity and tranſgreſſion and ſin, and that 
will by no means clear the guilty, vifiting 
the iniquity of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren, and upon the children's children, unto ' 
the third and to the fourth generation, 

And Moſes made haſte, and bowed his 
head toward the earth, and worſhipped. 

And he ſaid, If now I have found grace 
in thy ſight, O Lorp, let my Loxp, I 
pray thee, go amongſt us; (for it is a ſtiff 
neckod people:) and pardon our iniquity 
and our fin, and take us for thine inherit- 
ance, 

And he ſaid, Behold, I make a covenant: 
before all thy people I will do marvels, 
luch as have not been done in all the earth, 


nor 
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nor in any nation: and all the people among} 
which thou art, ſhall ſee the work of the 
Lox, for it is a terrible thing that I vil 
do with thee, 

Obſerve thou that which I command thee 
this day: behold, I drive out before thee 
the Amorite, and the Canaanite, and the 
Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Hivite, 
and the Jebuſite. 

Take heed to thyſelf leſt thou make: 
covenant with the inhabitants of the land 
whither thou goeſt, leſt it be for a ſnare in 
the midſt of thee, 

But ye ſhall deſtroy their altars, break their 
images, and cut down their groves, 

For thou ſhalt worſhip no other Gop: 
for the LoxD, whoſe name is Jealous, 1s a 
jealous Gop. 

And the Lorp ſaid unto Moſes, Write 
thou theſe words; for after the tenor of 
theſe words I have made a covenant with 
thee and with Iſrael. 

And he was there with the 1 forty 
days and forty nights; he did neither eat 
bread, nor drink water. And he wrote upon 
the tables the words of the covenant, tis 
ten commandments. 


And 
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And it came to paſs when Moſes came 
down from mount Sinai (with the two tables 
of teſtimony in Moſes' hand, when he came 
down from the mount) that Moſes wiſt not 
that the ſkin of his face ſhone, while he 
talked with him. 

And when Aaron and all the children of 
Iſrael ſaw Moſes, behold, the ſkin of his 
face ſhone ; and they were afraid to come 

nigh him, 

And Moſes called unto o them; and Aaron 
and all the rulers of the congregation re- 


turned unto him: and Moſes talked with 
them. 


And afterward all the children of Iſrael 
came nigh: and he gave them in command- 
ment all that the LoR D had ſpoken with him 
in mount Sinai. 

And till Moſes had done ſpeaking with 
them, he put a vail on his face. 

But when Moſes went in before the Loxp 
to ſpeak with him, he took the vail off, until 
he came out. And he came out and ſpake 
unto the children of Iſrael that which he was 
commanded, 

And the children of Iſrael ſaw the face 
of Moſes, that the ſkin of Moſes' face 


ſhone : : 
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ſhone: and Moſes put the vail upon his 
face again, until he went in to 0 ſpeak with 
him. 


ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS. 
1 


The meſſage which Moſes brought back to the 
Iſraelites, was of a very humiliating and afflicting nz 
ture, for what misfortune could befal them equal u 
the loſs of Gop's PresExCE ? they were no longer 
his people, but were left to Moſes ; yet, as a reward 
for his own conduct, and for the ſake of Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob, Gop promiſed to ſend an angel tg 
drive out the wicked inhabitants of the land of Ca. 
naan.; to which, Moſes and the Iſraelites were ordered 
to proceed, withbut compleating the tabernacle ; this 
plainly ſhewed, that the Al MIGHTY no longer con- 
ſidered them as a holy people. It appears, that they 
were ſenſible of their crime and its conſequences, for 
they mourned with great contrition. 

Though the tabernacle, in which the law was to be 
depoſited, was not yet made, it appears that they hd 
a temporary one, to which they reſorted to be informed 
by Moſes of the will of Gop; to convince them, 
therefore, that the DIVINVE PRESENCE would not 
remain in the midſt of them, Moſes removed this 
tabernacle to a place at ſome diſtance from their habita- 
tions ; they had, however,. the comfort of ſeeing, that 
the Lok p had not totally forſaken them, but that thoſe 
who ſought him with ſincere penitence might ſtill find 
him, and that he continued to permit their mediator 

| (0 
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to approach and plead for them. Well might they 


lift up their hearts in pious adorations of ALMIGHTY 
goodneſs, and humble gratitude for the hope of re- 
conciliation ! By the expreſſion, that Gop converſed 
« with Moſes face to face,” you are to underſtand, 
that the divine Being honoured Moſes with a particular 
revelation of himſelf, and great expreflions of kind- 
neſs ; but it is impoſlible to find words proper to de- 
ſcribe the ways of God, as they are beyond the power 
of human language or conception. 

Without doubt, Moſes was joyfully received by the 
repenting people, when they found that his benevolent 
purpoſes towards them were ſo graciouſly confirmed by 
the ALMIGHTY, It appears, that Moſes returned jo 
the tabernacle as ſoon as he had informed the Iſraelites 
of his ſucceſs ; and having already prevailed, ſo far 
as to ſaye the people from deſtruction, he endeavoured 
likewiſe to procure for them a reſtitution of the bleſ- 
ſing they had forfeited, which he happily obtained. 
Full of devout affection, his mind panted for a perfect 
knowledge of the DziTY ; and you find, this ardent 
delire was not blameable, for Gop promiſed to diſ- 
play his glory as far as human nature could ſupport it. 

When Moſes had prepared the ſtone for the tables of 
teſtimony, he repaired once more to the holy moun- 
tain; © and the Loxp deſcended in the cloud, and 
© ſtood there and proclaimed the name of the Lox p,“ 


With ſuch folemnity and peculiarity of expreſſion, as 


could be appropriated by none but the cternal Fountain 
of all being. I am fearful of tiring you, my dear, 
ſhould I attempt to explain particularly, what is un- 
derſtood by this declaration of the nature and attributes 
of 
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of Gop; but hope, when you are older, you will con. 
ider it attentively; you will then diſcover, that it wa 
calculated to affect the mind with awe and veneraticy, 
love and gratitude, 

Whether Moſes went into a clift of the rock, or wy 
contented with a milder diſplay of the glory of Goy, 
15 not related ; it however evidently appears, that even 
Moſes could not behold it, ſo as to form any conception 
of the beauty, ſplendor, and magnificence of the d. 
vine Eſſence ; any more than we can of the features al 
a perſon whoſe face we never beheld, merely by ſeeing 
him paſs in the duſk of the evening. By the hand that 
covered Moſes, perhaps was meant, a cloud that ſerved 
to moderate the luſtre off this wonderful viſion. He 
was ſo awfully affected, and ſo ſenſible of the efficacy 
of Gop's PRESENCE, that he earneſtly implored the 
Loxp to continue to conduct his people, as they 
were of ſo ſtubborn and rebellious a diſpoſition, that no 
Being, but a Gop of infinite mercy, could bear wich 
their provocations. The ALuicaTY graciouſly con- 
deſcended to his requeſt, and renewed his covenant t9 
confirm the reconciliation ; promiſing, as before, to 
drive out the nations, and ſtrictly forbidding idolatry: 
the meaning of the expreſſion, that «© Gop is a jealou 
« Gor,” ſeems to be this, that he will be diſtin- 
guithed by his ſervants, and will not ſuffer any thing 
to ſtand in competition with him, or to aſſume thole 
honours which naturally belong to him alone, The 
ſeverity of God towards the idolatrous nations, was cn 
account of their worſhipping creatures inſtead of the 
CREATOR, | 


When 
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When Moſes returned from the mount, with the 
valuable preſent of Gop to his people, he retained 
viſhle marks that the glory of the Lon D had actually 
None upon him; which ſerved to confirm their belief in 
his relation, and to aſſure them that they were accepted 
through him. 

From the example of the Iſraelites you may learn, 
that the proper beheviour of ſinners is to mourn for 
their offences, and fervently deſire to be reconciled to 
Gon. In the remarkable inſtance which Moſes has 
recorded of the favour of the ALmicaTyY to him, 
we may obſerve, that the divine BEING is not diſ- 
pleaſed with thoſe who wiſh to know him; and we 
may aſſure ourſelves, that though he does not viſibly 
appear to us, he will diſplay his goodneſs to the minds 
of thoſe who truly love him by ſenſible marks of his 
favour, at leaſt by giving them ſuch peace and tran« 
quillity as no one elſe can beſtow, 
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THE OFFERINGS OF THE ISRAELITES FOR Tyy 
HOLY THINGS, AND THE CONSECRATION OF Tat 
TABERNACLE, 


ND Moſes gathered all the congregz- 

tion of the children of Iſrael together, 

and ſaid unto them, Theſe are the word; 

which the Loxp hath commanded, that ye 
ſhould do them. 

Six days ſhall work be done, but on the 
ſeventh day there ſhall be to you an holy 
day, a ſabbath of reſt to the Lox D: whoſo- 
ever doth work therein, ſhall be put to death, 

Ye ſhall kindle no fire throughout your 
habitations upon the ſabbath-day. 

Take ye from amongſt you an offering 
unto the LorD : whoſoever is of a willing 
heart, let him bring it. | 

And every wiſe-hearted among you, ſhall 
come and make all that the Lozp hath com- 
manded. 

And all the congregation of the children 


of Iſrael departed from the preſence of Moles. 
And 
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And they came, every one whoſe heart 
ſtirred him up, and every one whom his ſpirit _ 
made willing, and they brought the Loxb's 
offering to the work of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and for all his ſervice, and for 
the holy garments. 

And they came both men and women, as 
many as were willing-hearted, and brought 
bracelets, and ear-rings, and rings and ta- 
| blets, all jewels of gold : and every man that 
offered, offered an offering of gold unto the 
Lox. | 

And every man with whom was found 
blue, and purple, and ſcarlet, and fine linen, 
and goat's hair, and red ſkins of rams, and 
badger's ſkins, brought them. 

Every one that did offer an offering of ſil- 
ver and braſs, brought the Loxp's offering: 
and every man with whom was found ſhittim 
& wood for any work of the ſervice, brought it. 
= And all the women that were wiſe-hearted 
did ſpin with their hands, and brought that 
which they had ſpun, both of blue, and of 
purple, and of ſcarlet, and of fine linen. 
And all the women whoſe heart ſtirred 

them up in wiſdom, ſpun goat's hair, 

And 
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And the rulers brought onyx-ſtones, and 
ſtones to be ſet, for the ephod, and for the 
breaſt-plate. 

And ſpice, and oil for the light, and for 
the anointing oil, and for the ſweet incenſe, 

The children of Iſrael brought a willing 
offering unto the Loxp, every man and vo- 
man whoſe heart made them willing to bring 
for all manner of work, which the Loxo had 
commanded Moſes. 

And Moſes ſaid unto the children of If. 
rael, See, the Logo hath called by name 
Bezaleel the ſon of Uri, the ſon of Hur, d 
the tribe of Judah : 

And he hath filled him with the Spirit df 
Gop in wiſdom, in underſtanding and know- 
ledge, and in all manner of workmanſhip: 

And to deviſe curious works, to work it 
gold and in filver, and in braſs. 

And in cutting of ſtones to ſet them, and 
in carving of wood to make any manner of 
cunning work, 

And he hath put in his heart that he may 
teach, both he and Aholiab the fon of Ali- 
ſamach, of the tribe of Dan. 

Them hath he filled with wiſdom of heart 
to work all manner of work, of the engrave!, 
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and of the cunning workman, and of the 
embroiderer in blue, and in purple, in ſcar- 
let, and in fine linen, and of the weaver, 
even of them that do any work, and of thoſe 
that deviſe cunning work. 

And Moſes called Bezalcel and Aholiab, 
and every wiſe-hearted man, in whoſe heart 
the Logb had put wiſdom, even every one 
whoſe heart ſtirred him up to come unto 
| the work to do its: 

And they received of Moſes all the offer- 
ings which the children ot Iſrael had brought 
for the work of the ſervice of the ſanctuary, 
to make it withal. And they brought yet 
unto him free-offerings every morning. 

Then wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab, and 
every wile-hearted man, in whom the Loxp 
put wiſdom and underſtanding to know how 
W to work all manner of work for the ſervice 
od the ſanctuary, according to all that the 
Los had commanded. 

And all the wiſe men, that wrought all 
the work of the ſanctuary, came every man 
from his work which they made; | 

And they ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, The 
people bring much more than enough for 
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the ſervice of the work which the Low 
commanded to make. 

And Moſes gave commandment, and they 
cauſed it to be proclaimed throughout the 
camp, ſaying, Let neither man nor woman 
make any more work for the offering of the 
ſanctuary. So the people were reſtrained from 
bringing. 1 

For the ſtuff they had was ſufficient for all 
the work to make it, and too much. 

All the gold that was occupied for the 
work, in all the work of the holy place, even 
the gold of the offering was twenty and nine 
talents, and ſeven hundred and thirty ſhekels, 
after the ſhekels of the ſanctuary. 

And the ſilver of them that were number- 
ed of the congregation, was an hundred 
talents, and a thouſand ſeven hundred and 
threeſcore and fifteen ſhekels, after the ſhe- 
kel of the ſanctuary. 

And the braſs of the offering was ſeventy 
talents, and two thouſand and four hundred 
ſhekels. | 

Thus was all the work of the tabernacle 
of the tent of the congregation finiſhed : and 


the children of Iſrael did according to all 
4 that 
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that the Loxbp commanded Moſes, ſo did 
they. 

And they brought the tabernacle unto 
Mofes, the tent and all his furniture. 

The clothes of ſervice to do ſervice in the 
holy place, and the holy garments for Aaron 
the prieſt, and his ſon's garments to miniſter 
in the prieſt's office. 

According to all that the Loxp com- 
manded Moſes, ſo the children of Iſrael 
made all the work. 

And Moſes did look upon all the work, 
and behold they had done it as the Lorp 
had commanded, even ſo had they done it: 
and Moſes bleſſed them. 

And the Loxp ſpake unto Mofes, lag 
On the firſt day of the firſt month ſhalt thou 
et up the tabernacle of the tent of the con- 
gregation. 

And thou ſhalt bring Aaron and his ſons 
unto the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, and waſh them with water. 

And thou ſhalt put upon Aaron the holy 
garments, and anoint him, and ſanctify him; 
that he may miniſter unto me in the prieſtꝰs 
office, 


And thou ſhalt bring his ſons, and clothe 
them with coats. 


Yor U. And 
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And thou ſhalt anoint them as thou digs 
anoint their father, that they may miniſter 
unto me in the prieſt's office: for their anoint- 
ing ſhall ſurely be an everlaſting prieſthood, 
throughout their generation. 

Thus did Moſes : according to all that the 
1,oxd commanded him, ſo did he. 

And it came to paſs, in the firſt month, in 
the ſecond year, on the firſt day of the month, 
that the tabernacle was reared up, 

And Moſes reared up the tabernacle, and 
faſtened his ſockets, and ſet up the boards 
thereof, and put in the bars thereof, and 
reared up his pillars. 

And he ſpread abroad the tent over the 
tabernacle, and put the covering of the tent 
above upon it; as the Loxp commanded 
Moſes. 

And he took and put the teſtimony into 
the ark, and ſet the ſtaves on the ark, and 
put-the mercy-ſeat above upon the ark. 

And he brought the ark into the taberny 
cle, and ſet up the vail of the covering, and 
covered the ark of the teſtimony, as tie 


Lon commanded Moſes, 
And he put the table in the tent of tle 


congregation, upon the ſide of the tabernol 
northward without the vail. Aus 
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And he ſet the bread in order upon it 
before the LorD, as the Loxp had com- 
manded Moles. 

And he put the candleſtick in the tent of 
the congregation, over againſt the table on 
the ſide of the tabernacle ſouthward. 

And he lighted the lamps before the Logp, 
as the Loxp- commanded Moles. 

And he put the golden altar in the tent 
of the congregation, before the vail: 

And he burnt ſweet incenſe thereon ; as 
the Loxv commanded Moſes. 

And he ſet up the hanging, at the door 
of the tabernacle. 

And he put the altar of burnt-offering by 
the door of the tabernacle of the tent of the 
congregation, and offered upon it the burnt- 
v:1cring, and the meat-offering ; as the Lozp 
omar Moles. 

And he reared up the court round about 
the tabernacle and the altar, and ſet up the 
uanging of the court gate: ſo Moſes finiſh- 
ed the work. 

Then a cloud covered the tent af ts 
congregation, and the glory of the Lorb 
filled the tabernacle. 

And Moſes was not able to enter into the 
teut of the congregation, becauſe the cloud 
U 2 abo de 
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abode thereon, and the glory of the Logo 
filled the tabernacle. 

And when the cloud was taken up from 
over the tabernacle, the children of Iſxacl 
went onward in all their journeys: 

But if the cloud were not taken up, then 
they journeyed not, till the day that it wa 
taken up. 

For the cloud of the Lord was upon the 
tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by 
night, in the ſight of all the houſe of Tſrael 


throughout all their journeys, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


You find, that the Iſraelites received a freſh injunc- 
tion to keep the ſabbath-day holy, to reſt from their 
labours and ſerve the Loxp : thoſe who have a proper 
ſenſe of Gop's goodneſs, naturally wiſh to perform 
ſome acceptable ſervice to him from whom all good 
things proceed; therefore I think the Iſraelites mull be 
very joyful, when they found the Lox p would receive 
their offerings ; that is to ſay, eſteem the things pre- 
ſented for the building and furniſhing of the tabernacle, 
as given to himſelf; accordingly, they all haftened 
to their tents, and were impatient to avail themſelves 
of the happy opportunity of teſtifying their obedience, 
It is impoſſible that we can add to Gop's glory, yet be 
may ſhew it forth to mankind, and by that means n- 


duce others to do the ſame. 
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Thoſe who had {kill and ingenuity, applied them 
to the ornamental part of the work, whilſt others 
employed their ſtrength in the laborious pat; but 
Bezaleel and Aholiab were the maſter-workmen, and 
particularly endued with wildom from above, that 
they might inſtruct others; for the Iſraelites had had 
little opportunity of cultivating ingenious arts, on 
account of their ſlavery in Egypt and ſojourning in 
the wilderneſs, The buſineſs was carried on with the 
utmoſt alacrity, for every one was eager to contribute z 
ſo that there was not only abundance, but ſuperfluity, 
as the workmen were perfectly honeſt, and appropriated 
nothing to their own uſe ; neither did Moſes take ad- 
vantage to enrich himſelf, but gave notice to the people 
when they might deſiſt giving, In aboutſix months the 
whole work was completed, we have a particular 
account of the expence it amounted to, which was in 
gold about 159, ooo l. in filver about 34,0001. of our 
money, excluſive of 6600 lb. weight of braſs. 

When all was completed, and examined by Moſes, 
to ſee whether they were like the patterns ſhewed him 
in the mount, he pronounced a ſolemn blefling on 
them. Gop then commanded him to ſet up the taber- 
nacie, to furnich it agreeably to the direction he had re- 


| ce1ycd, and to put the ark, containing the tables of the 


law, with the mercy-ſcat, into the moſt holy place. 
Moſes then, by way of example to the prieſts, performed 
the requilite ceremonies, conformably to divine ap- 
pointment. Behold the happy event! the Lo Rx o 
took poſſeſſion of the tabernacle, and once more owned 
them for his people. As he had before manifeſted him- 
ſelf on mount Sinai, ſo he did here by a viſible token 

e of 
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of his PxtsexcCe, which was fo exceedingly reſplen. 
dent, that Noſes was not able to bear its brightnek, 
In the ſame manner as the cloud covered the glory of 
the Lox p on mount Sinai, it covered the tabernacle, 
We may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that the people were 
defirons of performing acts of religious worſhip nx 
they had a place appointed; had they been left to 
chooſe their oven method, there would have been 2 
great variety of modes; it was particularly neceſſuy, 
that their worſhip ſhould be uniform, as they wor. 
ſhipped one Gop; and that they ſhould agree in their 
ſervice, as they were to ſet an example to the world; 
for this purpoſe, Moſes inſtructed them minutely con- 
cerning their ſacrifices. When you come to maturer 
years, you may read what I have now thought proper 
to omit, becauſe, at preſent, yon would not under- 
ſtand much of the matter. I ſhall only obſerve, that 
theſe inſtitutions were moſt excellently calculated to 
expreſs their condition as creatures and finners, to 
awaken the attention of other nations, and to make 
them deſirous to be received into a communion which 
bore ſuch evident marks of divine appointment, 


n "4 rer 
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Tat CONSECRATION OF THE PRIISTS— Fax 
FROM HEAVEN. 


ND the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes, ſay- 
ing, 
Take Aaron and his ſons with him, and 
1 
the garments, and the anointing oil, and 4 
bullock for the ſin- offering, and two rams, 
and a baſket of unleavened bread: 8 

And gather thou all the congregation 
together unto the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation. 

And Moſes did as the Loxp commanded 
hun, and the aſſembly was gathered to- 
gether unto the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation. 

And Moſes ſaid unto the congregation, 
This is the thing which the Loxp com- 
manded to be done. : 

And Moſes brought Aaron and his ſons, 
and waſhed them with water, 

4 And 
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And he put upon him the coat, and 
girded him with the girdle, and clothed hin 
with the robe, and put the ephod upon him, 
and he girded him with the curious girdle of 
the ephod, and bound it unto him therewith, 

And he put the breaſt-plate upon him: 
alſo he pur in the breaſt- plate the Urim and 
Thummim. 

And he put the mitre upon his head: 
alſo upon the mitre, even upon his fore- 
front did he put the golden plate, the holy 
crown; as the Loxp commanded Moles, 

And he poured of the anointing oil upon 
Aaron's head, and anointed him to ſanCtity 
him. 

And Moſes brought Aaron's ſons, and put 
coats upon them, and girded them with git- 
dles, and put bonnets upon them; as the 
Lonrp commanded Moſes. 

And Moſes ſaid unto Aaron and his ſons, 
Ye ſhall not go out of the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, in ſeven days un- 
til the days of your conſecration be at an end: 
for ſeven days ſhall he conſecrate you, 

As he hath done this day, fo the Lonb 
hath commanded to do, to make an atone- 


ment for you. 
Therefore 
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Therefore ſhall ye abide at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation day and night, 
{even days, and keep the charge of the Lokb, 
that ye die not, for ſo J am commanded. 

So Aaron and his ſons did all things which 
the Loxp commanded by the hand of Moſes. 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. - 


When Moſes had prefented Aaron and his ſons to 
the aſſembly of the people, he waſhed them with water, 
to denote, that they ſhould purify their minds from 
every ſinful diſpoſition ; he then arrayed them in the 
holy garments, and anointed them with oil; by which 
they were taught, that they were dedicated to the ſer- 
vice of God ; and the people were informed, that they 
were appointed to the prieſt's office by divine command. 
When theſe marks of dignity and diſtinction were con- 
ferred upon Aaron and his ſons, they were required to 


4 offer a bullock for a ſin- offering, as an acknowledg- 


ment of the impurity of their nature, and that they 
ſtill were ſenhble they were ſinful creatures ; and a ram 
for a burnt-offering, by which they expreſſed their 
reſolution to devote themſelves to the ſervice of Goo, 
and acknowledged his goodneſs in electing them to the 
prieſthood, | 


There were a variety of circumſtances attending this 
a! 
lem 


mnity, which I omit, as they would be unintereſting 
to you, and detain you from more important ſubjects. 


Us the 
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the prieſts and the people, there was a ſpiritua! mein. 
ing; and that they were the appointed means, fx 
obtaining God's pardon for ſins : the animals that were 
offered by them, were repreſentative of that Sayiory 
who was afterwards to ſuffer, and make atonement 
for the ſins of the whole world. 

In order to convince the people, that all was real 
done by the command of the Loxp, he cauſcd hi 
glory to appear; and ſent fire from heaven to conſunz 
the burnt-offerings, in token of his acceptance of ther 
ſervices. - This was a very affecting ſolemnity ; ſa, 
without doubt, the minds of the prieſts, as well as the 
people, muſt be agitated with a variety of emotions; 
how ſatisfatory was the reſult, which confirmed Goo) 
covenant with his people, and his own appointment d 
the prieſthood ! 

There were a great many other laws ordained to the 
Iſraelites by God, reſpecting his ſervice, and the al 


miniſtration of juſtice amongſt themſelves; which | 
bave paſſed by, as I feared ſuch a variety of thin 
would confuſe your mind: but there were ſome mor 
precepts, ſo agreeable to the rules of natural julia 
that they are of general uſe, therefore I ſhall attempt 
to explain them: but will firſt inform you, that de 
Iſraelites were prohibited to eat of many kinds of bus 
and beaſts, which helped to diſtinguiſh and ſeparat 
them from all other nations; particularly from 
Egyptians, as the children of Iſrael were enjoined » 
eat what that people worſhipped, and to abſtain f 
what they called on. 
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MORAL PRECEPTS, 


E that ſmiteth a man ſo that he die, 
ſhall be ſurely put to death. 


It certainly muſt appear right to you, my dear, that 
he who kills another ſhould ſuffer death; becauſe it is 
im poſſible he ſhould make reſtitution any other way. 


And he that ſmiteth his father os his 
mother ſhall ſurely be put to death. 

And he that curſeth his father, or his mo- 
ther, ſhall ſurely be put to death. 

You muſt likewiſe allow, that the unnatural crime 


of itriking or curſing thoſe who are the cauſe of ſo 
euch good to us, is deſerving of capital puniſhment. 


Thou ſhalt neither vex a ſtranger, nor 
 opprels him; for ye were ſtrangers in the 
land of Egypt. 

Mow uncomfortable muſt it appear to a foreigner, 
to be amongſt a ſet of people who endeavour to oppreſs 


him! How engaging the behaviour of thoſe who do 
tum good offices! 


Us Ye 
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cry at all unto me, I-will ſurely hear their 


them, they juſtly provoke the wrath of God to expoſe 


== 


— 


Ye ſhall not afflict any widow, or father. 
leſs child. 


If thou afflict them in any wiſe, and they 


. - & Us 

And my wrath ſhall wax hor, and I wil 
Kill you with the ſword; and your wives 
ſhall be widows, and your children father. 
lets. 


Thoſe perſons ſurely muſt have hearts of flint, who 
can forbear to relieve the fatherleſs and widow ; but if 
theſe unfeeling wretches are fo inhuman as to injure 


the tendereſt objects of their love to the ſame calami. 
ties they bring on others. Gop is fo merciful, that 
the widows and orphans, even of bad men, may fil 
look up with confidence and hope to him, if they es. 
deavour to render themſelves deſerving of bis favour. 


If thou meet thine enemy's ox, or his as 
going aftray, thou ſhalt ſurely bring it back 
to him again. 

If thou ſee the aſs of him that hateth thee 
lying under his burden, and wouldeſt forbeu 
to help him; thou ſhalt ſurely help with him. 


It is a proof of generoſity and greatneſs of mind 
to return good for evil, in humble imitation of it 
ſupreme Being ; and on the contrary, it ſhews great 


meanneſs of ſpirit, to extend our reſentment agu 
v) 
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any perſon to their domeſtic animals; for they have 
never offended us, whatever their owners may have 


done. 


Thou ſhalt not follow a. multitude to do 
evil; neither ſhalt thou ſpeak in a cauſe to 
decline after many, to wreſt judgment. 


Many people have a kind of falſe ſhame, which often 
reſtrains them from good actions, and leads them into 
wicked ones, merely for the ſake of being faſhionable; 
but we ſhould reſolve to be ſingular rather than ſinful; 
it is no excuſe in God's ſight, that we have many 
companions in guilt, 


And when ye reap the harveſt of your 
land, thou ſhalt not wholly reap the corners 
of thy field, neither ſhalt thou gather the: 
gleanings of thy harveſt. 

And thou fhalt not glean thy vineyard,, 
neither ſhalt thou gather every grape of thy 
vineyard : thou ſhalt leave them for the poor 
and ſtranger: I am the Lord your Goo. 

Though this law is not abſolutel, binding upon us 
now, I think the cuſtom is worthy of imitation ; for at 
that ſeaſon in particular, when we have ſo much reaſon 
to rejoice, on account of the plentiful increaſe which 


Cop gives us, we certainly ſhould be ready to diſpenſe 
a part of the bleſſings of providence to the poor an 


need y. , 


Ye 
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Ye ſhall not ſteal, . neither deal falſly, nets 
ther lye one to another. 
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Theſe precepts are of general uſe, and never mul 
be ſet aſide; it is very wicked to take what belong 
to another, without his permiſlion : and the violatico 
of truth, in our diſcourſe with each other, is ſo mean 
a vice, that thoſe who praQtife it, expoſe themſelvs; | 
not only to the ſevere anger of Goo, but even th. 
contempt of mankind, 


4 

N 
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Thou ſhalt not go up and down as a tale- 
bearer among thy people : neither ſhalt thoy 
ſtand againſt the blood of thy neighbour: ! 
am the Log. 


This precept is likewiſe of general uſe, we ſhould 
obſerve it in every ſtage of life. If children would avoid 
the practice of that fooliſh trick of tale-bearing, witch 
expoſes them to ſo much ill-will, they would be happier; 
and thoſe who are of maturer age, will be much met 
eſteemed by ſociety if they accuſtom themſelves, betur 
they repeat what they hear in converſation, to conſde 
whether it will have a tendency to {ow the ſeeds of con- 
tention, and diſturb the peace of famalics, 


Thou ſhalt not hate thy brother in Mine 
heart: thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke ti 
neighbour, and not ſuffer ſin upon him. 

It is a very unnatural thing indeed, to hate thoſe v 
whom we ſhould be cloſely bound by love and. amity; 


yet it ſometimes happens; therefore, all periow 
2 tou 
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ſhould keep this precept in their minds; which teaches, 
that it is unpleaſing to Gop ; and ſhould likewiſe ex- 
tend their benevolence to all mankind, becauſe we may 
be ſid to be all brethren, 


Thou ſhalt not avenge nor bear any grudge 
againſt the children of thy people, but thou 
ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf ; I am the 
LoRD. 


This is a law which recommends univerſal charity 
end good-will, and makes a conſiderable part of the 
Chritian, as well as the Jewiſh religion. 


Thou ſhalt riſe up before the hoary head, 
and honour the face of the old man, and fear 
thy Gor: I am the Lorp, 


I beg, my dear, you will pay attention to this law, 
and practiſe it, by behaving with the utmoſt reſpect 
to the aged; never, on any account, treat them with 
deziion and contempt. 


SECT, 
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THE DEATH OF NADAB AND ABIHU, 


ND Nadab and Abihu, the ſons of As. 

ron, took either of them his cenſet, 

and put fire therein, and put incenſe thereon, 

and offered ſtrange fire before the Loxo, 
which he commanded them not. 

And there went out fire from the Lox, 
and devoured them ; and they died before 
the LoRp. 

Then Moſes ſaid unto Aaron, This is it 
that the Loxb ſpake, ſaying, I will be ſanc- 
tified in them that come nigh me, and before 
all the people I will be glorified. And As- 
ron held his peace. 

And Moſes called Miſhael and Elzaphan, 
the ſons of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and 
ſaid unto them, Come near, carry your bre- 
thren from before the ſanctuary out. of the 
camp. 

So they went near, and carried them in 
their coats out of the camp: as Moſes had 
faid, 


And 
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And Moſes ſaid unto Aaron, and unto 
F1-:7ar and unto Ithamar his ſons, Uncover 
not your heads, neither rend your clothes ; 
I: ye die, and left wrath come upon all the 
people: but let your brethren the whole 
houſe of Iſracl, bewail the burning which 
the Loxp hath kindled. 

And ye ſhall not go out from the door of 
W tlc tabernacle of the congregation, leſt ye 
W dic: for the anointing oil of the Lonp is 
Jopon you. And they did according to the 
W word of Moſes, 

And the Loxp ſpake unto Aaron, ſaying, 
Do not drink wine nor ſtrong drink, thou, 
nor thy ſons with thee, when ye go into the 
W tabernacle of the congregation, leſt ye die 
it ſhall be a ſtatute for ever throughout your 
generations: 

And that ye may put difference between 
boy and unholy, and between unclean and 
| Cican ; 

And that ye may teach the children of Iſ- 
ich all the ſtatutes which the Loxp hath 
PHboken unto them by the hand of Moſes. 
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ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


The ſudden death of Nadab and Abihu was an inci. 
dent of ſo afteRting a nature, as to cauſe the utmng! 
affliction to their relations, and conſternation to the 
people. I wiſh you, my dear, to form proper concep- 
tions of their erime, which was preſumptuous fa 
They were amongſt the order of prieſts, who took it by 
turns to burn incenſe, which conſiſted of frankincenk 
und other perfumes, burnt on a golden altar, as a token 
of praiſe to Gov, Every circumitance of divine wor. 
ſkip among the Iſraelites was originally ordained by 
Gon, and therefore ought to have been performed with 
the utmoſt punctuality. The Lox Þ had ſent fire fron 
heaven to bura their firſt ſacrifices, as a fign of his u. 
cepting them, which was called holy fire; and it uu 
part of the prieſt's office, to keep it from being eri. 
guiſhed. Theſe raſh young men, regardleſs of ts 
command of Gop which Moſes had declared to them, 
did not wait till it was their lot to burn incenſe, ba 
took their cenſers (the utenſils allotted for carrying 
offering to the altar) and performed what was inſtitu 
as a ſolemn act of praiſe with indecorum and irreverent: 
deſpiſing the holy fire, thẽy made uſe of common fr 
There is ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe, from the ſubſequet 
command to the prieſts to abſtain from wine, that Ns 
dab and Abihu were in a ſtate of intoxication, from lus 
ing indulged their appetites too freely with the ports 
that was allotted to them. The prieſts, being ert 
devoted to the ſervices of religion, were raiſed abe 


the neceflity of procuring ſubſiſtence for theme; 
| 5 
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t was upon this account, that a certain portion of 

te f.crifces was appropriied to their maintenance. 
You may aſſure yourſelf, the ſin of theſe perſons was 
great in the ſight of Gop ; and that it was neceſ- 


* ſary to make an example of the firſt offenders, in order 
5 to deter others from committing the ſame crime : ac- 
E cordingly you find, that the holy fire which they deſpiſed 
k | was made the inſtrument of their puniſhment. 

by Though from a difference of ſituation we never can 
* be guilty of the very crime for which theſe yaung men 
* ſuffered, yet we may collect uſeful inſtruction from the 
A relation of it, which ſhould warn us to obſerve the 
vtp1o!t reverence and devotion in every part of religious 
N Vorllip. 
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MOSES NUMBERS THE PEOPLE. 


ND the Lord ſpake unto Moſes in 

the wilderneſs of Sinai, in the taber. 
nacle of the congregation, on the firſt di 
of the ſecond month, in the ſecond yen 
after they were come out of the land of 
Egypt, ſaying, 

Take ye the ſum of all the congregation 
of the children of Iſrael, after their families 
by the houſe of their fathers, with the nun- 
ber of their names, every male by their poll; 

From twenty years old and upward, al 
that are able to go forth to war in Iſrael; 


thou and Aaron ſhall number them by tier 


armies. 


And with you there ſhall be a man « i 


every tribe: every one head of the houſed 
his fathers. 

And Moſes and Aaron aſſembled tit 
congregation together on the firſt day of lt 
ſecond month, 


bY 
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As the Loxp commanded Moſes, ſo he 
numbered them in the wilderneſs of Sinai. 
all they char wire nu bered, were ſix 
f hundred thouſand and three thouſand and 
are hundred and fifty. 

ST But the Levites, after the tribe of their 
W (athers, were not numbered among them: 
For the Loxp had ſpoken unto Moſes, 
. gaying, 
= Only thou ſhalt not number the tribe of 
eri, neither take the ſum of them among 
the children of Iſrael. 
W But thou ſhalt appoint the Levites over 
the tabernacle of teſtimony, and over all the 
veſſels thereof, and over all things that be- 
Wong to it: they ſhall bear the tabernacle 
Wand all the veſſels thereof: and they ſhall 
Wniniſter unto it, and Hall encamp round 
about the tabernacle. 

And when the tabernacle ſetteth forward, 
he Levites ſhall take it down; and when 
le tabernacle is to be pitched, the Levites 
all ſet it up: and the ſtranger that cometh 

digh ſhall be put to death. 

And the children of Iſrael ſhall pitch 
cir tents every man by his own camp, and 
. every 
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every man by his own ſtandard, throughout 
their hoſts. 

But the Levites ſhall pitch round aboy 
the tabernacle of teſtimony ; that there hy 
no wrath upon the congregation of the chil. 
dren of Iſrael ; and the Levites ſhall keep 
the charge of the tabernacle of teſtimony, 

And the children of Iſrael did according 
to all that the Loxd commanded Mo, 
ſo did they. 

And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, 

Bring the tribe of Levi near, and preſent 

them before Aaron the prieſt, that they my 
miniſter unto him. 
And they ſhall keep his charge, and tie 
charge of the whole congregation, beſat 
the tabernacie of the congregation to do tit 
ſervice of the tabernacle. 

And they ſhall keep all the inſtruments 
the tabernacle of the cane and tie 
charge of the children of Iſrael, to co tis 
ſervice of the tabernacle. 

And thou ſhalt give the Levites u unto 
Aaron and to his ſons : they are wholly give 
unto him out of the children of Iſrael. 

And thou ſhalt appoint Aaron and by 


ons, and * Mall walt on their prieſt 
office: 
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office: and the ſtranger that cometh nigh 
all be put to death. 

And the Lozp ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, 

And 1, behold, even T, have taken the 
Levites from among the children of Irael, 
inſtead of all the firit-born. _ 

Becauſe all the firſt- born are mine, for 
on the day that I ſmote all the firſt-born in 
the land of Egypt, I hallowed unto me all 
the firſt-born in Iſrael, both man and beaſt: 
mine ſhall they be: I am the Loxp. 

And the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes in the 
wildernefs of Sinai, ſaying, 

Number the children of Levi after the 
houſe of their fathers, by their families: 
every male from a month old and upward 
alt chou number them. 

And Moſes numbered them according 


to the word of the Logp, as he was com- 
manded. 


All that were numbered of the Levites, 
which Moſes and Aaron numbered at the 
SF commandment of the Lord, throughout 
W their families, all the males from a month 


old and upward, were twenty and two thou- 
nd. 


And 
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And the Lok ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, 
Speak unto Aaron and unto his ſons, 
ſaying, On this wiſe ſhall ye bleſs the chil. 
dren of Iſracl, ſaying unto them, 
The Lob bleſs thee, and keep thee: 
The Lord make his face ſhine upon thee, 
and be gracious unto thee : 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon 
thee, and give thee” peace. 
And they ſhall put my name upon the 
children of Iſrael, and I will bleſs them. 


ANNOTATIONS AJ D REFLECTIONS, 


As the children of Iſrael were very numerous, and 
the Lox Þ vouchſafed to be their King, he commanded 
Moſes and Aaron to take account of his ſubjects; and 
to regulate encampments, ſor they dwelt in tent, 

which they carried with them when they moved. Win 
Jacob came into Egypt, his whole family conſiſted 
ſeventy perſons ; in two hundred and fifteen years theyit 
creaſed to the number of ſix hundred and three thoulas 
five hundred and fiſty men, able to bear arms; excl 
five of the tribe of the Levites, which conlilted 08S 
twenty-two thouſand : we may juſtly ſuppoſe, that ther WW 
were double the number of women, children, and i 
perſons ; amounting in the whole, to at leaſt one n. 
tion eight hundred ſeventy one thouſand one hundred 


perſons; what a wonderful increaſe ! only reflect an | 
quai 
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quantities of food muſt fall daily from heaven to feed 
ſach a multitude. God's promiſes to Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob, that “ he would greatly multiply their 
« ſeed, were now amply fulfilled. A very exact ac- 
| count was to be taken of them, in order to diſtin- 
gviſh what tribe and family every man belonged to. 
« 'The * whole body of the people were divided into four 
| large battalions, ſo placed as to incloſe the tabernacle, 
and each under one general ſtandard. The ſtandard 
of the camp of Judah was firſt; it conſiſted of the 
tribes of Judah, Ifiachar, and Zebulun, which pitched 
the on the eaſt ſide of the tabernacle. On the ſouth 
fide was the ſtandard of the camp of Reuben; under 
which, were the tribes of Reuben, Simeon, and Gad. 
On the weſt ſide was the ſtandard of the camp of E- 
phraim ; under which, were the tribes of Ephraim, Ma- 
naſſeh, and Benjamin. And on the north ſide was the 
tandard of the camp of Dan; under which, was the 
tribes of Dan, Naphtali, and Aſhur. Between theſe 
four great camps and the tabernacle, were pitched the 
four leſs camps of the prieſts and the Levites, who had 
their attendance about it. On the eaſt fide encamped 
Moſes and Aaron, and Aaron's ſons, who had the charge 
of the ſanctuary. On the ſouth ſide were the Kohathj- 
ites, a part of the Levites deſcended from Kohath, the 
ſecond fon of Levi. On the weſt fide were the Ger- 
ſhonites, another branch of the Levites, deſcended 
from Gerſhon, Levi's eldeſt fon. On the north ſide. 
W were the Merarites, the remaining part of the Levites, 


n 


7 who ſprang from Merari, Levi's youngeſt ſan.”? 
ndred * Stackhouſe on the Bible, page 451, 
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« This was the order of the Iſraelites encamping ; 
and the method of their marching was thus: Whenerer 
they were to decamp (which was always when the pil. 
lar of the cloud was taken up from the tabernacle) the 
trumpet ſounded, and upon the firſt alarm, the and. 
ard of Judah being raiſed, the three tribes which he. 
longed to it ſet forward; upon which, the tabernack 
was immediately taken down, and the Gerſhonites and 
Merarites attended the waggons with the boards and 
ſtaves of it. When theſe were on their march, a ſecond 
alarm ſounded ; upon which, the ſtandard of Reuben 
camp advanced, with the three tribes under it, bearing 
the ſanctuary; which, becauſe it was holy, and not ſ 
cumberſome as the pillars and boards of the tabernacle, 
was not put into a waggon, but carried upon men! 
ſhoulders. Next followed the ftandard of Ephiain' 
camp, with the three tzibes belonging to it. And la 
of all, the other three tribes, under the ſtandard of 
Dan, brought up the rear.” Every thing you find 
my dear, was contrived in a moſt excellent manner, u 
preſerve regularity and decorum, and prevent confu- 
non and diſputes: every perſon was informed of hy 
proper buſineſs, and knowing that all was ſettled by 
Gov's appointment, they readily ſubmitted to it; tip 
Levites were particularly honoured, as a reward 
their fidelity to God, in ſtaying thoſe who worſhipped 
the golden calf. 

The camp of Iſtael muſt make a very beautiful: 
pearance; eſpecially if we conſider, that Goh was malt 
felted in the midſt of it. Judah, you find, had the 
pre-eminence, though he was not the eldeſt fon of ji 
cob; but this partly fulfilled a prophecy wiuch * 
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eke a little before his death, concerning that tribe : 
„Judah, thou art he that thy brethren Hall praiſe ; thy 
« hand ſpall be on the neck of thine enemies, thy father's 
« children ſpall bow down to thee.” Another prediction 
of jacob concerning this tribe was this: The ſceptre 
« fall not depart from Judah, nor @ law-giver from 
« between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him 
« ha/l the gathering of the people be.” You are not 
yet capable, my dear, of underſtanding the particular 
explanations which the learned give of theſe prophe- 
cies; I ſhall, therefore, only tell you in general, that 
it is ſuppoſed to foretel, that * Judah ſhould not ceaſe 
% be a tribe, having rulers and governors of its own, 
til the MzB1ran, or Saviouk of the world, who 
was to deſcend from him, ſhould appear. 

Jacob was enabled to foretel many other things con- 
cerning his poſterity, which I ſhould be glad to point 
out, could I ſuppoſe you would have patience to attend; 
however, I ſuppoſe what I have ſaid will awaken your 


r, u attention, and you may depend on my ſatisfying any 
nfu- enquiries you may be inclined to make, to the. beſt of 


my abilities. : 
How gracious was the Log, in ordaining that the 
prieſts ſhould daily pronounce a bleſſing upon the people- 


in his name, expreſſive of the utmoſt benevolence and. 
mercy. 


* Newton on the Prophecies. 
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